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CHAPTER 4
 THE SHOT: MISE-EN-SCENE
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WHAT IS MISE-EN-SCENE?• French for “putting into the scene”.
 • All elements within a frame that the director has control over.
 • Includes aspects such as: setting, lighting, costume, and behaviors.
 • Generally planned out, but not always.
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REALISM• Realism is NOT a standard.
 • It can vary across different times and cultures.
 • Often, it is better to judge the quality of a shot based off of style as opposed to realism.
 • It is best to evaluate mise-en-scene’s function, motivation, development, and relation to other film techniques.
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IMPORTANCE OF MISE-EN-SCENE OVER REALISM
 A scene from Dr. Strangelove:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iesXUFOlWC0&feature=player_detailpage#t=153s
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iesXUFOlWC0&feature=player_detailpage
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THE POWER OF MISE-EN-SCENE• Méliès’ anecdote: One day, he was filming at the Place de l’Opéra. A bus was passing in
 front of his lens when his camera jammed. He fixed it and resumed filming as a hearse was passing by. When he screened the film, it looked as though the bus transformed into the hearse.
 • Méliès recognized the importance of mise-en-scene and decided to build one of the first film studios.
 • This way, he had control over every element of a frame.
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MÉLIÈS: LA LUNE À UN MÈTRE
 http://www.secondpicture.com/tutorials/photography/great_depth_of_field_in_landscape_photo.jpg
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ASPECTS OF MISE-EN-SCENE:SETTING• The set and its design can help shape how we understand the story.
 • Some directors prefer to shoot on scene while others prefer the control of building their own set.
 • Other aspects of setting include: color scheme, size, and use of props.

Page 9
						

EXAMPLE OF A BUILT SET
 A Scene from Pirates of the Caribbean 3:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCAbQch5SV4&feature=player_detailpage
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uCAbQch5SV4&feature=player_detailpage
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ASPECTS OF MISE-EN-SCENE:COSTUME AND MAKEUP• Costume also has specific functions with a large range of possibilities.
 • They can be realistic or stylized to either help the character suit the setting or make the character stick out.
 • Makeup serves a similar purpose as costumes.
 • It was initially used to help an actor’s facial expressions register on film.
 • It is now used to help cover up flaws or accentuate certain parts of the face (i.e. the eyes are generally emphasized on actresses).
 • Both are designed to interact with the setting in certain way.
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EXAMPLE OF STYLIZED VS. REALISTIC COSTUMES
 A Scene from Enchanted:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lokg8Xtq0UE&feature=player_detailpage#t=48s
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lokg8Xtq0UE&feature=player_detailpage
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ASPECTS OF MISE-EN-SCENE:LIGHTING• Lighting helps to create a shot’s composition and serves as a guidance cue for our
 attention.
 • It helps to create enhance shape and texture by using highlights (to accentuate) and shadows (to deemphasize).
 • Attached shadows: light does not illuminate certain part of an object
 • Cast shadows: object blocks out light
 • Computers can help create lighting setup by simulating the setting and figures within a frame.
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LIGHTING CONTINUED…
 • There are four aspects of lighting: quality, direction, source, and color
 • Quality: intensity of the illumination
 • Direction: path of light from source
 • Frontal lighting, backlighting, underlighting, toplighting
 • Source: what is creating the light
 • Key light, fill light
 • Three-point lighting: key light, fill light, backlight
 • High-key lighting
 • Low-key illumination
 • Color: generally white or yellow; can use filters to color the illumination
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EXAMPLE OF LIGHTING EFFECTS
 http://freerangelibrarian.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/the-sixth-sense.png
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ASPECTS OF MISE-EN-SCENE:STAGING: MOVEMENT AND PERFORMANCE• Involves controlling the movements and behaviors of objects and actors.
 • It is best to evaluate and actor based off of their functions and purposes.
 • Characters are given functions and motivations, neither of which must be realistic.
 • An actor’s performance will be individualized and stylized so that they have a unique character who is neither overstated nor understated.
 • Can examine an actor’s performance by how they function in context with the rest of the film and how well they work with other film techniques.
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EXAMPLE OF STAGINGA Scene from 50/50:
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ywb2qBtKN8o
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ywb2qBtKN8o
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER:MISE-EN-SCENE IN SPACE AND TIME• Space:
 • Screen space: the overall composition of a shot; can guide the audience’s attention and add meaning.
 • Balanced shot: near-symmetry of the left and right sides of the frame.
 • Unbalanced shot: objects or characters bring attention to one side of the shot.

Page 18
						

SPACE CONTINUED…• Space:
 • Creates the impression of depth and volume in an otherwise 2-D image using: overlap of edge, light and dark, movement, and size diminution (objects further away appear smaller).
 • Shallow-space: mise-en-scene suggests little depth in the shot
 • Deep-space: mise-en-scene suggests a significant amount of depth.
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EXAMPLE OF SPACE
 http://www.secondpicture.com/tutorials/photography/great_depth_of_field_in_landscape_photo.jpg
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TIME
 • Cinema is an art of time
 • Directors control over mise-en-scene governs what we see and when we see it
 • Director shapes the speed and direction of movement
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TIME• Can scan any film frame for information
 • Very short shot forces us to try to take in all images at once
 • Our scanning of the shot is strongly affected by the presence of movement
 • Also look into space while scanning
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TIME• Viewer expects information to come from a character’s face
 • Flash frontality can be very powerful
 • Director can also achieve a strong effect by avoiding frontality
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NARRATIVE FUNCTIONS OF MISE-EN-SCENE• Specific settings fulfill distinct narrative functions
 • Narrative motivation marks the film’s use of costume
 • Virtually every bit of the acting functions to support and advance the cause-effect chain of the narrative
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NARRATIVE• Film uses staging in depth to present to narratives simultaneously
 • All devices for narrative economy considerably unify the film
 • Narrative can help to create a motif for the film
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CINEMATOGRAPHY• In controlling mise-en-scene, filmmaker stages an event to be filmed
 • Cinematography (literally, writing in movement) depends on photography
 • In digital video, the light activates as computer chip
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THE RANGE OF TONALITIES• Image may seem all grays or stark black and white
 • Image may display a range of colors
 • Texture may stand out clearly or recede into a haze
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RANGE OF TONALITIES• Types of film stocks are differentiated by the chemical qualities of emulsion
 • Human vision is highly sensitive to differences in color, texture, shape
 • Very fast film stock will produce a “low-contrast look”
 • A slower stock will be high in contrast
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RANGE OF TONALITIES• Manipulating film stock, filmmakers can achieve variety in the look of the film image
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RANGE OF TONALITIES• Different color film stocks yield varying color contrasts
 • Tonalities of color stock may also be altered by laboratory processes
 • Certain procedures may also add color to footage
 • Before 1930, filmmakers often used tinting and toning
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RANGE OF TONALITIES• Rare method of adding color is the process of hand coloring
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RANGE OF TONALITIES• Many other ways in which a filmmaker can manipulate an image
 • Scratching off portions
 • By exposing an image to more or less light
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THE SPEED OF MOTION• Speed of motion is a relationship between the rate of the film and the rate of the
 projection
 • Standard rate in the 1920s was 24 fps
 • Now cameras often shoot between 8 and 64 fps
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rU7iYYpSrlo
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THE SPEED OF MOTION• Digital postproduction allows filmmakers to create various shooting speeds
 • Extreme forms of Fast and slow motion alter the speed of the depicted material
 • Time lapse allows us to see certain long-term events over the course of a short video
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3V3rmDG5J8A
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PERSPECTIVE• The lens of a photographic camera does what your eye does
 • “Focal length is the distance from the center of the lens to the point where light rays converge to a point of focus on the film.”
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TYPES OF LENSES• The short-focal-length (wide-angle) lens
 • Tends to distort straight lines lying near the edges of the frame
 • The middle-focal-length (medium) lens
 • Seeks to avoid noticeable perspective distortions
 • The long-focal-length (telephoto) lens
 • Flatten the space along the cameras axis
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LENS AND FOCAL LENGTH • Focal length- The distance from the center of the lens to where point where the light rays
 converge.
 • Creates a chance magnification, depth, and scaling of images to exist
 • Three types:
 • Short-Focal-Length Lens (wide angle lens)- use a lens that is less than 35mm to give a bugling appearance by exaggerating depth.
 • Distance between background and foreground greater
 • Figures moving across the screen seem to be covering more ground more quickly
 • Middle-Focal-Length Lens (medium lens)- to avoid distortion, a 50mm lens is used.
 • See more parallel and perpendicular lines in the scene.
 • Great for showing distances between figures
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3-GlvKPcg
 • Long-Focal-Length Lens (telephoto lens)- wide angle lens, around 100mm, that distorts the image by flatten the space along the axis of the camera
 • All members in the scene are on the same plane
 • This type of lens allows for magnification
 • Longer time to cover smaller distance
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVUgmgxl0HM
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3-GlvKPcg
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3-GlvKPcg
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVUgmgxl0HM
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HVUgmgxl0HM
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OTHER WIDE LENS EFFECT• Surprising mechanism- images emerging from dark
 • Zoom lens- optically designed to permit continuous varying focal lengths
 • Camera stays in the same place, as the lens focal point changes to zoom in or out

Page 38
						

DEPTH OF FIELD AND FOCUS• Depth of Field relies on Focus
 • Focus= the sharpness of an image
 • Depth of Field= The range of distance before the lens within which the objects can be photographed sharply.
 • Short-focal length lens has more depth of field than a Long focal length lens.
 • Depth of field is not deep space• Can have deep space but not everything in the scene must be in focus.• http
 ://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=ubVc2MQwMkg 1:00
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=ubVc2MQwMkg
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=ubVc2MQwMkg

Page 39
						

RACKING FOCUSING• Background blurry and foreground crisp, and as scene continues background becomes
 crisp and the foreground is blurry.
 • Vice versa can occur
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73pu7mRxk5Y&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73pu7mRxk5Y&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73pu7mRxk5Y&feature=related
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SPECIAL EFFECTS• Rear projection- a scene is displayed on the screen behind actors
 • Front projection – a two way mirror that are angled to throw an image on a high reflective screen
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FRAMING• How the scene is presented
 • Look at
 • Aspect Ratio
 • Offscreen and On screen space
 • Angle
 • Level
 • Height
 • Distance
 • Mobile Framing
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Aspect ratio: two dimension of a frame
 • 1:33:1 orginally used
 • In 1930, Hollywood of Motions Picture Arts and sciences formatted it to 1:37:1, commonly referred to as Academy ratio
 • Widescreen for 35mm filmmaking :
 • North America- 1:85:1
 • Europe 1:75:1
 • Anamorphic- lens squeezes the image horizontally during film or printing• 2:35:1 with a 35 mm film
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MASKING • Another way wide screen was made
 • Take 1:33:1/ 1:37:1 screen and add black bands to the bottom and topto get masking
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OFFSCREEN/ ONSCREEN • Offscreen- everything that the frame selects to show the audience from
 an implicitly continuous world
 • In-frame, out-of-frame relationship
 • Space is broken up into 6 pieces
 • four edges of the frame, the space behind the camera, the space behind the set
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ASPECTS OF FRAMING• Angle- The viewpoint of the scene
 • Three general types
 • High angle
 • Low angle
 • Straight on
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7W0DMAx8FY
 • 14:04 high angle,14:19 low angle, 14:40-14;42 straight on angle, and then high angle. Continues to transient between all
 • Height- being positioned at a certain in relation to the setting and/or figure being viewed
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0VxGRWPh28
 • Canted- tipped on one side to show many different levels versus the traditional parallel to the horizontal
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_1uFE_5KH8
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O7W0DMAx8FY
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0VxGRWPh28
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s0VxGRWPh28
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_1uFE_5KH8
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_1uFE_5KH8
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DISTANCE FRAMING• Objects within the frame are being viewed at certain distances
 • Extreme long shot- human figure is lost or really small.
 • Landscape birds eye view
 • Ex. A down angle view of Gotham city
 • Long shot- figures more prominent, but background still dominates
 • Medium Long Shot- human figure can be seen from about knew up
 • Medium Shot- human figure can be seen from waist up
 • Scene where you see Long Shot, Medium Long Shot, and Medium Shot.
 • Close up- a frame that shows a close view of an object
 • Extreme Close-Up- the frame singles out a singe portion of the face or an object or is a magnification.
 • Example of Extreme Close Up to a Close Up. (Begins with an Iris- A certain part of the scene is visible while everything else is blacked out )
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmApc-C9SsI&feature=related
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmApc-C9SsI&feature=related
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MOBILE FRAMING• Framing of an object changes
 • Pan- (panorama)- rotate the camera along a vertical axis
 • Seems like a rotation feel along the horizontal
 • Tilt- rotating the camera along an x-axis
 • Seems like Camera is swiveling up and down
 • Crane Shot- Camera moves above ground
 • Normally mechanical arm moves camera around
 • Can move up down and side to side
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz8nFavr-io (combination of Tilt, Crane, and Pan Shot
 • In the Tracking/ Dolly Shot- Camera does move on the ground
 • 10:00http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYGKZGlTjSc&feature=relmfu
 • Handheld- Scene gives a bumpy feel
 • Blair Witch Project
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz8nFavr-io
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kz8nFavr-io
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GYGKZGlTjSc&feature=relmfu
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• Take away on mobile framing
 • Allows effects
 • Gives us an understanding of time,
 • And creates a motif or pattern for the film.
 • Allows more depth
 • Transition from characters
 • Focus certain items in the frame
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LONG TAKES• A lengthy shot
 • Mobile framing helps allow long takes
 • http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJEEVtqXdK8
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJEEVtqXdK8
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OJEEVtqXdK8
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