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7.2.2 / 7.2.3Essential KnowledgeNadzakThis info goes behind the
Standard 7.2 DIVIDER in your notebookThe Age of Enlightenment was
an intellectual movement in 18th-century Europe. The goal of the
Enlightenment was to establish an authoritative ethics, aesthetics,
and knowledge based on an "enlightened" rationality. The movement's
leaders viewed themselves as a courageous, elite body of
intellectuals who were leading the world toward progress, out of a
long period of irrationality, superstition, and tyranny which began
during a historical period they called the Dark Ages. This movement
provided a framework for the American and French Revolutions, as
well as the rise of capitalism and the birth of socialism. What are
aesthetics?What is capitalism?What are ethics?What is
socialism?What were the Dark Ages?nlightenment was seen as an
intellectual movement of the 17th and 18th centuries which sought
to apply to the human condition and thereby better understand and
improve that condition.

its structure, purpose, and execution - was one of the areas
where enlightened philosophy was applied.

The state of nature was a positive condition of human existence
that preceded social and political organization and was used by
philosophers to explain the process by which political organization
occurred.

So what doesthat mean?

You paying attention?

The social contract theory was the idea that government was
created as an agreement (contract) between social groups as a way
of structuring themselves in a mutually beneficial manner. These
two components are an important part of the template used by
philosophers during the Enlightenment to examine and classify
government.

Think of anadage thatsums this up!

John Locke (English)John Locke (English) is considered one of
the great political philosophers of the Enlightenment. Influenced
by the Glorious Revolution, Locke saw the state of nature as a good
place and the social contract as a voluntary agreement to enhance
life.

John Locke (English)According to Locke, government was to
protect the rights of people and if it didnt then the people had
the right to abolish (break the contract) the government and create
a new one. Lockes writings had a strong influence on American
patriots like Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of
Independence.

Read! Respond! React!

John Locke said . . . "Enlightenment is man's leaving his
self-caused immaturity. Immaturity is the incapacity to use one's
own understanding without the guidance of another. Such immaturity
is self-caused if its cause is not lack of intelligence, but by
lack of determination and courage to use one's intelligence without
being guided by another. The motto of enlightenment is therefore:
Sapere aude! Have courage to use your own intelligence!"

Whats does John Lockes statement have to do with peer
pressure?

Hey YOU in the back row WAKE UP!

Jean-Jacques Rousseau(French)Jean-Jacques Rousseau had a similar
belief about the state of nature but he differed on the role of
government. Since Rousseau saw society as the corrupting influence
on people, it was the role of government to protect the general
will of the people. As such, it was the governments duty to
implement policies deemed beneficial for the general populace.
Which U.S.political partywould bemore apt toagree with
him?Jean-Jacques Rousseau(French)American colonists largely
rejected Rousseau, but his writings would later provide part of the
foundation for totalitarian governments.

Who can give 4 synonymsFor totalitarian govt?Baron de
Montesquieu(French)Baron de Montesquieus greatest contribution came
in governmental organization by promoting the ideas of separation
of powers and checks and balances.Montesquieu greatly admired the
English system of unlimited government from which he garnered these
concepts.

Who can explain our checks& balances?

Baron de Montesquieu(French)These concepts did not originate
with him, but he was largely responsible for popularizing them and
the influence of his ideas is readily apparent in the U.S.
Constitution.

Take out one of your INDEX cards! Until the music stops write
down everything you can think of youve learned today!

WAKE-UP!Its ELECTRIC!


http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/worldhistory/frenchrevolution/http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/famoushistoricalfigures/napoleonbonaparte/http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/ushistory/causesoftheamericanrevolution/
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