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 SMU Cox School of Business' Executive MBA building. SMU
 While many seek a traditional full-time MBA program to masterthe business basics, those who are already in a leadership rolemay opt to build their management skills through a diHerent typeof graduate program: an executive MBA, or EMBA.
 The main reasons people pursue an EMBA include "the ability tostay employed while earning a degree and the opportunity to gainnew perspectives on the business enterprise," Michael Desiderio,executive director of the Executive MBA Council (EMBAC), said.
 Business Insider compiled the best programs out there based ontheir curriculum, prestige, and overall experience and tapped 11former EMBA students and staHers for their input on what makesthese programs so great.
 The list includes Cornell Executive MBA Americas, NYU Stern'sExecutive MBA Programs, Kellogg's Executive MBA program, and
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 Executive MBA Programs, Kellogg's Executive MBA program, and
 The Texas McComb's Executive MBA Program, among others.
 Click here for more BI Prime stories.
 If you're considering getting an MBA, it's important to understand
 your options. While many seek a traditional full-time MBA program
 to master the business basics as an entryway to a management
 career, those who are already in a leadership role may opt to build
 their management skills through a di@erent type of graduate
 program: an executive MBA, or EMBA.
 Michael Desiderio, executive director of the Executive MBA Council
 (EMBAC), which represents more than 300 EMBA schools, told
 ADVERTISING
 Replay
 https://www.businessinsider.com/prime?module=article&area=summary
 https://executivemba.org/
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 Michael Desiderio. Michael Desiderio
 (EMBAC), which represents more than 300 EMBA schools, told
 Business Insider that the growth of EMBA programs throughout
 several decades serves as a "testament to their value" in meeting the
 organizational thirst for leadership development.
 "There are a number of reasons
 why someone would pursue a
 degree through an EMBA
 program, but the main reasons
 include the desire to increase
 professional growth
 and specialized skills, the drive
 to enhance career
 development, the ability to stay
 employed while earning a degree, and the opportunity to gain new
 perspectives on the business enterprise," Desiderio said.
 The EMBAC website highlights four main di@erences between MBA
 and EMBA programs: format, cohort, services, and opportunities,
 highlighting that EMBAs are speciNcally designed to "address the
 needs of busy professionals" by facilitating business leaders' ability
 to earn a degree in two years or less while still working full time.
 If an EMBA sounds right up your alley, your next decision is
 choosing the program that's right for you out of hundreds of schools.
 Business Insider asked graduates from and sta@ at EMBA programs
 to weigh in on what makes their school stand out. Here are eight
 https://executivemba.org/considering-emba-emba-or-mba.html
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 executive MBA programs that they Pagged as among the best.
 1. Cornell Executive MBA Americas atCornell University's Samuel CurtisJohnson Graduate School ofManagement
 Cornell Executive MBA Americas is ranked No. 11 on US News and
 World Report's 2019 list of the "Best Executive MBA Programs."
 An international classroom and network allows students to connect
 with their classmates in North and South America via live video
 ADVERTISING
 SHOP GIFTS
 https://www.johnson.cornell.edu/programs/executive-mba/cornell-executive-mba-americas/
 https://www.usnews.com/best-graduate-schools/top-business-schools/executive-rankings
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 Verne Thalheimer. Verne Thalheimer
 conferencing while attending in-person classes in their own city
 with local peers. O@ered in partnership with the Smith School of
 Business at Queen's University, this EMBA program allows students
 to complete their coursework in 17 months to earn two MBAs: one
 from Cornell and one from Queen's.
 During their time in the Cornell Executive MBA Americas program,
 students complete two major projects that allow them to explore
 new venture management, consulting, and global business
 opportunities. In addition to Executive MBA Americas, Cornell
 Johnson o@ers other EMBA programs, including Executive MBA
 Metro NY and the Executive MBA/MS in Healthcare Leadership.
 "While in the Cornell Executive
 MBA Americas program,
 students live, work, and attend
 classes in over 20 major cities
 across the US, Canada, Mexico,
 Peru, and Chile," said Verne
 Thalheimer, the executive
 director at Cornell Executive
 MBA Americas. "This
 geographic diversity leads to strong industry diversity across the
 cohort, with no single industry representing more than 20% of the
 cohort in any given class year. This diversity greatly enhances the
 learning experience in the program, as classmates share their
 https://www.johnson.cornell.edu/programs/executive-mba/cornell-executive-mba/
 https://www.johnson.cornell.edu/programs/executive-mba/executive-mba-ms-in-healthcare-leadership/
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 Neha Singhal. Neha Singhal
 expertise during in-class discussions and team projects. Our
 students form deep, meaningful relationships which continue years
 after the program experience concludes."
 2. NYU Stern's Executive MBAPrograms at New York University'sLeonard N. Stern School of Business
 "The NYU Stern Executive MBA
 program ... brings together a
 rigorous academic curriculum,
 expert Stern faculty, and a
 highly experienced cohort of
 executives from a wide range of
 industries including Nnancial
 https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C5VyS-JP3XcW_L46NMbHjppAI2dKS2VrZ6Z3Y8gq_4R4QASD_8PghYMmmto3wpLAQoAGQuon_A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwJP0LqZ5jTK-3rD91LnX3GgarQRf3_h43wXg7KXSbAqOJz0vToZoEBWlLGBOTHUDnlkU2CYcsaKRpB8o1vDlKkk6BJcoKSc3G7-Wu802F-QKchhLkS08hB6XNUkBgtWTt2_Szs7trJXmIPmzS-8p_Ttg0n8Fjl4dFn28PoaPytvB8gJ184eFv3DlDQ09w9D9rp5PGuQvAxBDD53qiEEoOhBTVoDDsvqG3G5eUea_rCA3Sb1A2QWFN7P-yWvWuvZugIE9G5bgR-lD7zdPYkXFasLGEsn00FEjJiPz_KbXzGPT3CuNOVKWz1lFt6Fd0A0vEnO_rfM95x8AZDYyiBEQRNmpo_CP0eOJCcjp0wNAXDtPo9yzMAEzr7WqL4C4AQBoAYCgAfYxXaoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHbEJtKTLQHcchnKACgPICwHYEwM&num=1&cid=CAASPeRoAKXXGU5R5qCskOtKRGfBfAcsMjfOiyG7-qsMcpiDjOmmYmjSO67NKBkJWyOcSSXizCc8Csjxbn0uKYY&sig=AOD64_27XYPJHiZZILoAjIdxed6xISDN5A&client=ca-pub-1037373295371110&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=2&adurl=https://www.onlogic.com/company/careers/
 https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=_RrFdaIAKexBOOadfsfiptMbbekW1FONDgJ1UHi_aGWQZNCC5lUoybgHE3-JNR8hiMga7WJOf3MnMitvfh_Tv6RBhdyz8-XPIeGkfehxqQMcwF2wjxkH1GTzJpQqPvsyLlbAaf0pH3jzCd10z8eAQJc2ubytGdXJc7J0FMdB7M87v7Todc9XtvrIKYF5a8wfEiMfuNchnuQs2EGBMajavevZLguU7U2o3oKQ54PLReq_6y8FSwbAnYJUlGLpYgGlWvq7WCThAPVNF25fHmKaorEuPOJluSBaMycmjlfopxL3-mFhHywxSU0Z766NDBRyoNxQlEjQ,TJb3Ux8vNEGp2d3IRN3v5g&source=display&cbt=HIEQeToz-t8I2emd2PIKEKHkoOYfGOCfOSILb25sb2dpYy5jb20yCAgFExjo7CQUQhdjYS1wdWItMTAzNzM3MzI5NTM3MTExMEgGWAJwAYIBBaWooYEH&cv=https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pagead/conversion/%3Fai%3DC5VyS-JP3XcW_L46NMbHjppAI2dKS2VrZ6Z3Y8gq_4R4QASD_8PghYMmmto3wpLAQoAGQuon_A8gBAuACAKgDAcgDCKoEkwJP0LqZ5jTK-3rD91LnX3GgarQRf3_h43wXg7KXSbAqOJz0vToZoEBWlLGBOTHUDnlkU2CYcsaKRpB8o1vDlKkk6BJcoKSc3G7-Wu802F-QKchhLkS08hB6XNUkBgtWTt2_Szs7trJXmIPmzS-8p_Ttg0n8Fjl4dFn28PoaPytvB8gJ184eFv3DlDQ09w9D9rp5PGuQvAxBDD53qiEEoOhBTVoDDsvqG3G5eUea_rCA3Sb1A2QWFN7P-yWvWuvZugIE9G5bgR-lD7zdPYkXFasLGEsn00FEjJiPz_KbXzGPT3CuNOVKWz1lFt6Fd0A0vEnO_rfM95x8AZDYyiBEQRNmpo_CP0eOJCcjp0wNAXDtPo9yzMAEzr7WqL4C4AQBoAYCgAfYxXaoB47OG6gH1ckbqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfy2RuoB6a-G6gH7NUbqAfz0RuoB-zVG9gHAdIICQiA4YBAEAEYHbEJtKTLQHcchnKACgPICwHYEwM%26sigh%3DfEv_y8I-fyM%26cid%3DCAQSPwDwy9IZHv8b9iX7un0cZ0_GOMcaad0qTyuKBrWIfCkpasz69LJngXmatjDJ3kmXzGdI1X_88LQsf6CT-2l0Eg
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 https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/emba-programs
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 Irina Kodes. Irina Kodes
 services, healthcare, technology, nonproNt, and more. Students in
 our program, most of whom are senior executives with an average of
 12 years of experience, not only gain skills that help them further
 advance their careers to the tops of their organizations, but also
 develop a lifelong professional network that enables them to
 connect with Stern students — past and present — who are leaders
 in their respective Nelds," said Neha Singhal, the assistant dean of
 executive degree programs admissions and marketing at NYU Stern.
 NYU Stern's executive MBA programs, ranked No. 9 by US News and
 World Report, are o@ered in both New York City (EMBA NY) and
 Washington, DC (EMBA DC), and come with a Global Study Tour —
 a required one-week international residency that takes place in the
 Nrst year of the program. Stern also o@ers a joint global EMBA with
 the London School of Economics and HEC Paris called TRIUM.
 "For me, being surrounded by
 folks from multiple industries
 and backgrounds all looking to
 learn from each other and
 challenge each other to go
 further in every aspect of their
 career is what separates the
 NYU Stern [executive MBA]
 experience and makes it
 unique," said Irina Kodes, a principal at EY and 2017 graduate of
 https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/executive-mba-nyc
 https://www.stern.nyu.edu/programs-admissions/executive-mba-washington-dc
 https://www.triumemba.org/

Page 9
						

2019-12-16, 9)30 AM8 of the best executive MBA programs to get your degree while working - Business Insider
 Page 9 of 23https://www.businessinsider.com/best-executive-mba-programs-business-school-work-full-time
 Craig Wortmann. Craig Wortmann
 NYU Stern's Executive MBA program.
 3. Kellogg's Executive MBA program atNorthwestern University's KelloggSchool of Management
 Ranked No. 2 nationally by US News and World Report and No. 9
 globally by The Economist, Kellogg's Executive MBA program o@ers
 students multiple paths to earn a top MBA in a format that aligns
 with their work schedule. Whether they choose Kellogg's Evanston
 or Miami campus, EMBA students beneNt from Kellogg's 65,000-
 strong alumni network, as well as the same curriculum and notable
 faculty that deNne the traditional Kellogg MBA experience.
 "I'm fortunate to have the
 opportunity to teach in
 Kellogg's Executive MBA
 Program, working with some of
 the smartest students in the
 world," said Craig Wortmann, a
 clinical professor of innovation
 and entrepreneurship in the
 Kellogg Innovation and
 Entrepreneurship Initiative, and founder and CEO of Sales Engine,
 Inc. "An entrepreneurship course that I coteach with a top Kellogg
 professor is the best deNnition of collaboration — the course is in
 https://www.kellogg.northwestern.edu/programs/executive-mba.aspx
 https://www.economist.com/whichmba/executive-mba-ranking/2018/northwestern-university-kellogg-school-management
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 professor is the best deNnition of collaboration — the course is in
 itself a prototype and it has an incredible energy. We're essentially
 modeling the behavior students see in the real world."
 mDesign Wide Dresser Storage Tower - St…
 $74.99558
 Add to Cart
 Kellogg EMBA students have access to targeted sessions with
 leadership coaches and unlimited access to expert one-on-one
 career coaching.
 4. The Robinson Executive MBAProgram at Georgia State University's J.Mack Robinson College of Business
 The 17-month EMBA creates
 executive leaders who can
 respond to the complex issues
 facing businesses, develop the
 https://www.amazon.com/dp/B076TCW32B?ref=dacx_dp_6480550510501_7388490770401&tag=ss-us-20&aaxitk=hBqqJtZjVT4B7w4m-PN48w
 https://www.amazon.com/dp/B076TCW32B?ref=dacx_dp_6480550510501_7388490770401&tag=ss-us-20&aaxitk=hBqqJtZjVT4B7w4m-PN48w
 https://www.amazon.com/gp/product-ads/shared/utility/add-to-cart.html?ie=UTF8&token=F5CEA1A14602B68D0AEA928453DFED3EA34C8093&time=1576506176621&merchantId=AWZ6H68STFCI4&asin=B076TCW32B&program=dads&adPrice=74.99&tag=ss-us-20&aaxitk=hBqqJtZjVT4B7w4m-PN48w
 https://robinson.gsu.edu/mba-programs/emba/
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 Kelvin Coles. Kelvin Coles
 critical thinking and problem-
 solving skills to recognize and
 pursue business opportunities,
 build e@ective teams and integrate functions, and cultivate and
 apply global competencies during an international residency.
 Students at Robinson College of Business, ranked No. 18 among US-
 based programs in the Financial Times' 2019 "Executive MBA
 Ranking," work with a personal leadership coach to identify their
 current leadership attributes, determine skills needed to reach their
 goals, and develop a plan to realize their potential.
 "In Georgia and around the world, the Robinson College of Business
 name is synonymous with business. The faculty who teach in the
 Robinson Executive MBA program at GSU are seasoned business
 practitioners who bring a wealth of real-world experience into the
 classroom. The Robinson program created an environment that felt
 like a family. In fact, four years after graduating from the program, I
 am still in contact with my professors," said Kelvin Coles, a manager
 of business development at Americold and 2017 graduate of GSU
 Robinson's EMBA program.
 Kate Warner, a founder and
 consultant at Hilltop
 Consulting and 2015 graduate,
 added that she chose the EMBA
 at Robinson "because of its
 https://news.gsu.edu/2019/11/18/financial-times-ranks-georgia-state-emba-as-southeasts-top-public-university-program-18th-among-u-s-based-programs/
 http://rankings.ft.com/businessschoolrankings/executive-mba-ranking-2019
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 Kate Warner. Alli Royce Soble
 diversity, because of the high
 percentage of international
 students, and because of the
 number of talented women in the program. I wanted a place that
 was going to transform me and how I lead."
 5. The Cox Executive MBA Program atSouthern Methodist University's CoxSchool of Business
 Ranked No. 18 on US News and World Report, The Cox Executive
 MBA Program is a 21-month EMBA program that is structured to
 build on attendees' management experience, covered in Nve
 ADVERTISING
 SHOP GIFTS
 https://www.smu.edu/cox/Degrees-and-Programs/executive-mba
 https://www.smu.edu/cox/Degrees-and-Programs/executive-mba
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 Katie Jarvis. Katie Jarvis
 build on attendees' management experience, covered in Nve
 semesters for about two weekends per month on Fridays and
 Saturdays, with some half days. This program incorporates a global
 study trip in the second year where students visit two international
 cities. First-year coursework is designed to build students' general
 business knowledge and skills, while the second year focuses on
 policy aspects of Nnance, organizational behavior, and marketing.
 "I joined the program as a
 doctor with a medical degree ...
 with hopes of creating a new
 company," said Katie Jarvis, the
 CEO and founder at Bed
 Beacon, LLC and a 2018
 graduate. "A year after
 graduation, I started a company
 [and] asked my negotiations
 professor [to become] my angel investor … I left the program with a
 lifelong network of friends, collaborators, mentors, future
 employees, and a future business. SMU's Executive MBA program
 catapulted me to a totally di@erent stratosphere."
 6. The Texas McComb's Executive MBAProgram at The University of Texas atAustin's McCombs School of Business
 The Texas McComb's Executive MBA is a two-year program that
 https://www.mccombs.utexas.edu/MBA/Executive
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 The Texas McComb's Executive MBA is a two-year program that
 takes place on alternating weekends (all day Friday and Saturday on
 campus in Austin, Texas) and is targeted at professionals seeking
 career advancement and/or change without interruption from
 working full time. The program features a cohort-focused
 curriculum as well as elective classes and emphasizes broad
 business management knowledge and skills. It's ranked No. 8 on
 Poets and Quants' 2019 ranking of "US Executive MBA programs."
 "I elected to earn an Executive
 MBA from the University of
 Texas in 2012, and it was one of
 the best career decisions that I
 have made," said Gerald J.
 Wilmink, the chief business
 omcer of CarePredict and a
 2014 graduate. "Our EMBA class
 consisted of seasoned CEOs,
 CMOs, sales directors, CFOs, physicians, and attorneys. The
 students in our class came from various di@erent business sectors
 and this diversity made for highly meaningful, educational, and
 entertaining and lively classroom discussions."
 https://poetsandquantsforexecs.com/2019/02/07/top-embas-in-u-s-ranked-2019/3/
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 SPONSORED BY CAPITAL ONE
 Sponsored videoWatch to learn more
 He added, "I also wanted to sharpen the pencil on my knowledge
 and skills in the area of Nnance, accounting, and entrepreneurship.
 UT Austin's professors are top notch and I learned the fundamentals
 and the skills to launch my Nrst health technology company during
 the Nrst year of my EMBA."
 7. London Business School's ExecutiveMBAs
 London Business School (LBS), ranked No. 8 globally by the
 Financial Times for EMBA programs in 2019, o@ers several executive
 MBA programs, including Executive MBA London, Executive MBA
 Dubai, EMBA- Global Americas & Europe, and EMBA-Global Asia.
 The school's website notes that there are more than 20 nationalities
 in the current London EMBA class. The program takes 20 months to
 complete and features a mix of group work through pre-assigned
 http://www.emba-global.com/
 https://www.london.edu/masters-degrees/executive-mba-london
 https://www.london.edu/masters-degrees/executive-mba-dubai
 http://www.emba-global.com/americasandeurope.html#.XfCCni3Mxyo
 http://www.emba-global.com/asia.html#.XfCCsi3Mxyo
 https://www.london.edu/masters-degrees/executive-mba-london/programme-content/learning-experience
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 Hiba Beydoun. Hiba Beydoun
 complete and features a mix of group work through pre-assigned
 study groups, as well as private study and assessment that includes
 individual projects, exams, and class presentations.
 "The two-year program is rich
 with various academic and
 working experience[s], and
 most importantly full of
 networking opportunities and
 industry event engagements,"
 said Hiba Beydoun, a founder
 and consultant at Bey
 Consulting and 2015 graduate
 of London Business School's EMBA program. "One of the reasons
 that LBS was my No. 1 choice is the international reach of the
 program, from cohort selection [and] professors to international
 assignments and global elective courses. I personally did my
 international assignment stint in Cape Town working alongside
 students from across the world, where we consulted on a real-life
 issue for a national company in South Africa — indeed an amazing
 experience."
 8. The ESADE Executive MBA at RamonLlull University's ESADE BusinessSchool
 ESADE's Executive MBA program, ranked No. 17 globally by the QS
 https://www.esade.edu/en/programmes/mba/executivemba
 https://www.topmba.com/emba-rankings/global/2019
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 Aurora Martinez. Aurora Martinez
 ESADE's Executive MBA program, ranked No. 17 globally by the QS
 "World University Rankings," identiNes its learning model as a
 di@erentiating factor, which features a range of teaching tools, from
 real-life case studies and simulations to speed meeting and
 executive forums. The EMBA program is based on a partnership
 between ESADE and Aalto University Executive Education, which
 the school's website describes as combining "Barcelona's
 entrepreneurial spirit plus the Finnish passion for innovation and
 design thinking." The program o@ers eight weeks of intensive face-
 to-face sessions in which students collaborate with peers and
 faculty in various locations.
 "Without a doubt, the EMBA
 program has empowered me to
 break the infamous glass ceiling
 while staying true to the pledge
 I made when I entered the
 school: Be good. Do better.
 ESADE is one of the top schools
 when it comes to fostering
 innovation, creativity,
 engagement, collaboration, entrepreneurship, and high
 performance when training us, its leaders, for doing business in a
 global environment, and I can attest to that," said Aurora Martinez,
 the chief operating omcer and managing director at Gamelearn and
 a 2018 graduate of ESADE.
 https://www.topmba.com/emba-rankings/global/2019
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 How valuable was this story for you?
 This story is exclusively available to BI Prime members. Thank you for
 being a member!
 SEE ALSO: BUSINESS SCHOOL PREP: The ultimate guides togetting into the top MBA programs in the US »
 READ MORE: 24 podcasts picked by industry leaders,successful executives, and business school professors thatare almost as good as getting an MBA »
 NOW WATCH: Watch Trump's budget director explainproposed cuts for after-school programs that feed children
 https://www.businessinsider.com/ultimate-guides-top-mba-business-school-harvard-stanford
 https://www.businessinsider.com/business-podcasts-picked-by-leaders-mba-professors-grads-successful-executives
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