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Media Monitor 02(June 18 August 18, 2012)

Preface

al Sawt al Hurr, the Arab network for media support, based in
Cairo, Egypt, introduces a

series of six bi-monthly Media Monitors.

These reports will cover developments in the Egyptian media,
e.g. new satellite channels and

programs, newspapers, news websites, etc. over a year long
period, providing researchers,

academics and whoever else is interested in the eld of media,
with information updates on

developments in the Egyptian media scene.

The present Media Monitor is the rst of its kind and covers the
months of May and June

2012 Each Monitor will consists of the following two parts.

Part 1 General Developments

In the rst part, general developments will be described to
readers with

an interest in and some minimal knowledge of the Egyptian media
landscape.

Part 2 Research Findings

In the second part, one or more subjects of general or
developmental prominence

will be examined in-depth by our research team.

For this copy research was conducted on

Egyptian Newspapers coverage of the debate on the identity of
the state

Research team

Eman Kheir Media developments

El-Sayed Othman Ahmed al Gendy Research work

Yasr abdelAziz Advisor

Petrus Schothorst English Editor

Reactions, suggestions, etc. can be sent to

[email protected]
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PART I: Media Development
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1. Developments in the media sector in general

all widely covered and intensively debated in the media. The
most important new event

was of course the appointment of Dr. Muhammad Morsi as the rst
elected president of the

country and the formation of the new cabinet. Egyptian media
that were just getting used

to an unprecedented extent of freedom were confronted by
criticism on its performance

and complaints, some of them formal, from the side of the
Freedom & Justice Party and the

Muslim Brotherhood. The president, during a graduation ceremony
at the Egyptian Military

Academy on July 15, addressed the media by saying: Do not cause
me to lose my self-

constraint. Several human rights organizations contacted the
media to express their concerns

over the protection of freedom of expression.

As member of the new cabinet, Mr. Salah Abdel Maksoud, a
journalist, MB member and Dr.Morsis media advisor during the
election campaign, was appointed as minister of Information

and many media outlets expressed disappointment at the
re-constitution of such a ministry and

misgivings at the choice of its chief.

The selection and appointment of new editors in chief at
state-owned newspapers cause

another media uproar. Whereas some had hoped for a new approach
to editorial management

of state media, the Information and Culture Committee of the
Shura Council, in the old

days in charge of these appointments, published its guidelines
for a new round of fresh

appointments. Many journalists protested against the return to
Mubarak policies which

they saw as a new form of press control and even tried to
prevent it by legal means. Others

only opposed the selection criteria. Some 90 journalists
submitted their applications. Theactual appointments were
criticized as biased and politically motivated. These
developments

were widely debated in the media and lead to a discussion on the
need for a new regulatory

framework for the media, including free zones and state
investments.

The nancial crisis of state owned news media aggravated with
escalating strikes and protests

as a result. The national Egyptian Radio and Television
Unionwitnessed a severe nancial

crisis and at some point was unable to pay salaries of its
staff. Protests, work interruptions and

strikes plagued ERTU during the Ramadan month, when the number
of viewers is normally

highest.

Another media debate emerged on threats to the freedom of
expression freedom, after security

forces conscated issues of Sawt al Umma, al Dustourand al Shaab
newspapersand

closed down al FaraeenTV Channel.

With respect to civil society, organizations and syndicates were
actively contributing to the

debate by organizing seminars and conferences and adopting
statements regarding the status

of media institutions; state - or privately-owned.
Recommendations were put forward to raise

media performance; defend freedom of expression; establish
independent authorities to run

media institutions and suggest relevant articles for inclusion
in the new Egyptian Constitution.

Many media and journalists expressed their fear that the Muslim
Brotherhood and its

organs are trying to get a rm grip on the media. This fear
increased with the appointment

of the Minister of Information and the editors in chief of state
owned newspapers. A group
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representing state, partisan and private newspapers formed a new
committee Editors in Chief

against A Muslim Brotherhood Journalism, which aims to protect
the freedom of expressionand opinion. A new term Akhawanat al
Sahafa, (brotherization of the media) became part of

the Egyptian media vocabulary.

2. Newspapers

In Egypt, newspapers are often grouped according to ownership:
state-, partisan- and privately

owned. Partisan- and state-owned newspapers have a long history,
but the relatively young

privately owned newspapers became serious competitors in terms
of circulation and are lead-

ing in terms of quality and innovation.

At the time of writing this report, Egypt had 22 daily
newspapers; 6 state owned; 4

newspapers afliated to political parties and 12 privately owned
ones. Contrary to the

expectations of some the 25thJanuary Revolution did not end the
phenomenon of state owned

media and the Shura Council conrmed its role in control over the
state owned newspapers by

appointing six editors in chief.

Only one new newspaper started publishing during the period
covered by this report, while

two other ones re-started their publication after a period of
nancial problems.

- Al Shaab

- Daly News

- al Shawarei al Khala(backstreets)

al Shaabis a partisan newspaper issued by al Amal al Gadeed (new
workers party). It

returned to the streets after it was shut down for years,
following its frequent attacks on the

previous regime. The second newspaper is a privately owned
English language newspaper

that disappeared earlier this year because of nancial problems.
The last one is unique in its

kind. It is issued by the Shafaa Center for Community Studies,
TrainingandDevelopment.

It writes about local news and is edited by a team consisting of
local residents of the slum and

staff of the center. The alMasry Al YoumFoundation issued a new
weekly magazine called

al Syassya (the politician) and several interesting books.

New editors in chief

The appointment of editors in chief by the Shura Council caused
a lot of turbulence in the

media. Three well known journalists, Mahmoud Nafady, Yehia
Kalash and Gamal Fahmi led

a lawsuit demanding the cancellation of the Shura Councils
decision to start recruitment of

editors in chief of national newspapers, the case was rejected
and an appeal will be treated

only in October this year. A few hours before announcing the
names of the new editors in

chief, more than 600 journalists of state-owned media houses
signed a statement asking the

president of the republic to revoke the decisions of the Shura
Council committee concerned.

The Union of al Ahram Journalistsin a statement refused to
respect decisions of the Shura

Council committee, because these are just a continuation of the
corrupted policies of before

the 25thJanuary Revolution. The union asked for the creation of
a new, fully independentnational press authority.
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Some of the actual appointments were also criticized,
particularly the removal of Mr. Yassr

Risk, editor in chief of state owned al Akhbar, who is widely
respected as a competent andeffective manager, responsible for a
quality boost of the newspaper. (Mr. Risk was promptly

appointed editor in chief of Masry el Youmone of the most
successful privately owned

newspapers.) Many senior editors at al Akhbarsaid that their new
chief, Muhammad Hassan

al Banna, blocked their articles that ercely criticized the MB.
Writer Ibrahim Abdel Maged

said that al Akhbarstopped publishing his Thursdays morning
article, in line with the new

editing policy that bans senior writers from taking stands
against the MB.

A new committee to defend the freedom and independence of the
state press and to counter

attempts at Akhawanat of state-owned media, launched by the
editors in chief of state -,

private and party newspapers during a meeting attended by
several heads of private TV

channels, press syndicate representatives, writers and members
in the Supreme Press Council.

Yahya Qalash, former general secretary of the press syndicate,
stated that the editors in

chief appointed by the Shura Council do not match the criteria
set by it, alleging that some

candidates were already chosen before the criteria were
made.

A number of editors that report on the Muslim Brotherhood and
the Freedom & Justice Party

for state owned and independent newspapers, websites as well as
program editors of satellite

channels have decided to establish an association called Editors
on Brotherhood Affairs to

unite their efforts and cooperate in defense of each other.

State media also faced nancial problems: Employees of Dar Al
Helal media house went

on strike and organized a sit-in protest at the organizations
headquarters, paralyzing allwork activities, demanding payment of
their salaries, delayed since October last year. They

eventually responded to the mediation efforts of the head of the
Press Syndicate, who asked

them for time so their legitimate demands can be met.

Problems also rose at party afliated media house al Wafd, where
the leader of the party,

Mr. al Sayed al Badawi, rejected some headlines, which he
regarded as outdated. al Badawi

sacked the newspaper and website editors in chief and the
chairman of the board of editors

brought all three under new centralized command. Protesting
journalists at al Wafd were

suggested to leave the organization.

Osama Dawoud, board member of the Press Syndicate, expressed his
support for thefounding journalists of al Sabah newspaper, owned by
well-known businessman Ahmad

Bahgat, who arbitrarily discharged them after the period of 9
months, during which, they

created the newspaper.

A number of independent newspapers released their August 10
issue with empty spaces and

without the articles of many senior writers and journalists,
protesting what they called the

dominance of MB and the Shura Council on journalism and the
media in Egypt. They also

objected to the gradual conscation of the freedom of expression
and to substituting the

dominance of the corrupt National Democratic Party by that one
of the MB.
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3. Multimedia trends

Newspapers innovation is a consistent drive in order to attract
more readers. This is increas-

ingly done with the help of interactive, regularly updated
websites, which bring news faster to

the readers.

During the period covered by this report, only one new website
emerged.

- al Shaab al Gadeed

4. A growing interest in Readers, Viewers & Users

Newspapers are also competing to develop new ways of interacting
with their readers, alsohoping to attract more readers. Competition
between newspapers is becoming stronger, due to

an increasing number of newspapers and a contracting market.

No remarkable developments took place during the period covered
by this report. Newspapers

continued interacting with readers in their traditional ways,
through websites or the part

assigned to readers feedback and complaints. Privately owned
newspapers still seem more

interested in communicating with readers than their state-owned
and partisan counterparts.

5. Independent News Websites

After the 25th January Revolution, Egyptians became more
interested in following the news to

read and developments. This helped new websites to establish
themselves and create groups of

followers.

More news websites, unafliated to printed newspapers, kept
emerging. We observed three

new websites, aiming to provide around-the-clock news services.
These are:

- al Mogaz www.almogaz.com

- Aagel www.3ajal.info

- Akhbar al Maraa www.awomensnews.org

6. Egyptian Radio and Television Union

The ERTU is a state-owned conglomerate with 8 national; two
general satellite channels and

14 satellite channels with specialized programming, including
the channels of Nile TV. It

employs a staff of more than 43.000 people. In Egypt, it is
often named Maspero after the

building in which it is located.

After the 25thJanuary Revolution, many media experts demanded to
dissolve ERTU because

of its dubious role during and after the revolution; its
deteriorating conditions and rampant

corruption. It was expected that the new Minister of Information
would commission a study

on the future of ERTU, but this hasnt happened yet.
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Ramadan is traditionally the month that attracts the highest
amount of viewers and revenues

from advertisements and one of the ERTUsSector Heads announced
that the Specialprograms sector was expected to gain L.E. 50
million during Ramadan this year, a record

amount, most welcome amidst the tough circumstances the sector
currently faces. The

broadcasters Channel One ranked third among the 10 most popular
channels, according to a

poll conducted by an English advertising sales company during
the rst week of Ramadan;

a record achievement for the broadcaster. During this month
ERTUscored a hit with a

program called The People ask the President answers. The program
was launched during

the Holy month of Ramadan.

But the union also encountered a severe nancial crisis during
the period studied and it nearly

succumbed to its debts. ERTUstaff protested with the new
Minister of Information, because

of arrears in salary payments since April this year. The
Minister ignored these protests, whichlead to new protests. News
sector employees at the Television started a work slow action
and

only provided enough technical support for comprised news
services.

ERTU, together with the National Investment Bank and the
Ministry of Finance, formed a

committee to investigate the nancial crisis.

7. Commercial Satellite TV

During the last year, access to the airwaves has become easier
for satellite companies. Some

14 companies, most of them commercial, have opened channels with
special programming for

the Egyptian market. After initial success, viewers criticism is
increasing regarding biased anunprofessional reporting, confusing
information.

During the period under study, one new channel was added to the
already impressive list of

channels. It is an Islamic channel for veiled women and it is
also the rst channel where the

entire channels staff is wearing the niqab. The channel is
called Maria.

MBC Networkannounced that it will launch a new channel, with a
focus on Egyptian

domestic new. MBC is still in the process of recruiting staff
for the channel.

During the rst fair presidential elections in Egypt, many
satellite channels have lost

popularity due to one sided information and propaganda, often
reecting the opinion of the

satellite company owners. As a result, many voices called for
the return of censorship.

The Committee for the Monitoring and Evaluation of Media
Performance during the

Presidential Elections announced its intention to disclose all
professional mistakes, made

by satellite channels, so that necessary legal action can be
taken against the perpetrators.

The report includes 18 observations of media mal-performance
during the runoff part of the

presidential elections.

The al Ahram Center for Political and Strategic Studies
presented a study on the effect of

talk shows on the mental state of being of Egyptians during the
last one and a half year. The

study stated that 42% of Egyptians suffer from depression and
unrest as a result of these talk

show programs.
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Banning of a satellite channel

Broadcasts of al Faraeenchannel were banned for a period of 45
days. It was also given

notice that its license will be permanently withdrawn in case
its violations continued. A case

against the owner, Mr. Okasha, who is charged with insulting the
president, was brought to the

Criminal Court.

8. Freedom of Expression

The space for freedom of expression has widened in the media.
However, some programs

at satellite channels have evoked strong reactions by media
experts as well as the viewers.

Freedom of expression is guaranteed by the Egyptian constitution
and laid down in severallaws, in addition to the international
conventions, Egypt has signed up to. However,

journalists and human rights activists still face difculty while
expressing their opinions.

Journalists, media workers and advocates of the freedom of
expression, who ght for the

lifting of restrictions on the freedom of expression risk
prosecution.

The committee charged with writing a new constitution (CC) has
drafted a number of articles,

related to the freedom of the media. Journalists, experts and
media moguls were invited to

participate in hearing sessions. Media workers and some
committee members disagreed on

the nature of penalties (imprisonment) in case of publications
that overstep the boundaries on

freedom of expression.

9. Infringements on the Freedom of Expression

Physical and legal violations of the rights of media and
journalists have not ceased, in spite

of the optimism of the 25thJanuary Revolution

Regarding the freedom of expression, the American NGO, Freedom
House, stated in its

annual report on journalistic freedom in the world that Egypt
shifted from the classication

of not free to partially free, due to the Arab Spring. However,
some journalists, reporters

and activists are still subject to violations and prosecutions,
made against them and their

institutions as is illustrated by the court case against the
editor in chief of al Dustour

privately owned daily, Mr. Islam A, who is accused of insulting
the president, a charge

that wasnt ever used by Mubarak during his thirty years
reign.

Strong protests from the journalism community urged the
president to use his legislative

authority to cancel preventative custody for cases against
journalists. But the sword is still

hanging over Mr. As neck in case he is convicted for charges
made against him.

The same applies to Mr. Tawk Okasha, the controversial announcer
of al Faraeen TV, who

has to appear before the court next September for charges
related to his media performance;

while an administrative decision was taken to close his channel.
The public prosecutor

ordered a ban on any publication on the ofcial complaint led by
President Mohammad

Morsi against Tawq Okasha, while awaiting a court verdict. An
Egyptian administrativecourt referred the case demanding closure of
al FaraeenTV channel to its legal advisors.
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Two lawyers, representing the independence movement of Ain Shams
Universityand the

Qus municipal associationfor education workers in Assyut have
initiated cases againstTawq Okasha and three of his collaborators
accusing them of being agents for Israel and

inciting seditions.

Mr. Tawq Okasha in turn has brought two lawsuits before the
Magles al Dawla court

demanding a revoke of the decision preventing him from
travelling abroad and the closure

of al Faraeen TV channel.

Type of ViolationJuly

2012

August

2012

Physical assault 7 2

Arrest and detention 8 -

Arbitrary discharge 1 -

Lawsuits against media men 9 5

Lawsuits against media institutions 9 -

Closure of satellite channels - 1

Conscation of newspapers - 3

Blockage of articles - 4Source:

table compiled from various sources

The Military court has postponed the case against Ahmed Ramadan,
journalist of al

Badeel website, who is in custody because of the al Abbasia
riots of May 2. It also

released a journalist of the same website, Hazim Mohamed Taha
for lack of evidence.

Two other journalists Ahmed Ramadan and Islam Abul Eiz were also
released, while two

more journalists remain in custody, charged with multiple
offenses related to the same

riots.

Lawyer Yousri abdel Razaq initiated a legal action against ON
TVchannel, accusing the

channel of incitement and sowing division between the army and
the people.

A police ofcer has committed an aggression or hostile act
against the press editor of

rights.dot.comwebsite while she was monitoring citizens
grievances in front of the

Complaints Board at Abdeen palace, one of two complaints boards
installed by the

president.

Ibrahim Khalil Ibrahim , a member of the chamber of commerce has
led a complaint to thepublic prosecutor against al Watan,al Masri
al Youm, al Dustour and al Akhbar daily

newspapers accusing them of insulting President Mohammed Morsi
using impolite terms thatsubject to punishment by law.


	
8/13/2019 ASAH - Media Monitor - 2nd Edition - English

11/28

Arab Network for Media Support

11

Workers of Petrotrade Gascompany committed an aggression act of
beating and detention

against Islam El Khayat the press correspondent of Sawt al
Ummanewspaper whilecovering the incidents of the hunger strike some
of Company employees had gone on.

Abdel Moneim Abdel Maksoud, the lawyer of Moslim Brotherhood, on
behalf of the Supreme

Guide of that movement, has led a complaint against the former
Minister of Information,

the chairman of the Radio and Television Union, the chairman of
the News Sector ofERTU, the editor-in-chief of Rose al
Yousefnewspaper and Ahmed Atta an editor of the

newspaper. He claims these organizations are responsible for
intentionally publishing fake

news on granting Egyptian nationality to members of Hamas and on
MB nancing of weapontrafcking to Gaza.

A group of rights organizations has condemned the aggression act
that president Mohammed

Morsi supporters and Muslim Brotherhood youths have committed
against media guresand attempting to prevent them from entering
media production city and practicing theiroccupations following
their criticizing opinions against Muslim Brotherhood groups
and

performance of president Mohammed Morsi.

Copies of al Dustourdaily were conscated, following the court
accusing it of insulting the

president and inciting disorder and sectarian strife.

The July 12 issue of Sawt al Ummaand the July 18 issue of al
Dustourwere conscated,

following a court order, accusing the newspapers of insulting
the president and inciting

disorder and sectarian strife. Ismail Al Woshahi, a lawyer of
Freedom & Justice Party has

led complaints against abdel Halim Qandeel, editor in chief of
Sawt al Umma daily; AdelHammouda, editor in chief of al
Fagrnewspaper and Islam A, editor in chief of al

Dustournewspaper, charging them with insulting the president of
the republic, destabilizingthe country and threatening social
peace.

Mohammed Hassan al-Banna, newly appointed editor in chief of
al-Akhbar, has cancelledthe Free Opinion page of the daily to which
a large number of independent writers, creative

thinkers and innovators were contributing.

The website of al Shaabdaily - the mouthpiece of the Labor Party
reported that its

newspaper issue of Tuesday August 12 was conscated by the
security police, for publicationof an article by its editor in
chief Magdy Ahmed Hussein titled We demand the chief of

general security to reconsider his previous policies, which have
ruined political life.

The weekly article of the journalistic writer at al Ahramdaily,
Tharwat al Kharabawy

(former leader of the Muslim Brotherhood groups) was prevented
from publishing, the

number issued on 09.08.2012, and every Thursday, the prevented
article was titled If onlythose who govern us understand.

10. Access to Information

The right of access to information is protected by Egyptian law
and by the international con-

ventions that Egypt has ratied.
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Article 210 of the 1971 Constitution: Journalists have the right
to obtain news and

information in accordance with the conditions specied by the
law; no authority reigns overthem in their work other than the
law.

Press Regulation Act No. 96 of 1996 deals with duties and
responsibilities of the Press. It

contains several provisions that give the journalist the right
to obtain information:

Article 8 the journalist has the right to obtain information ,
statistics and news permitted

to publish according to the law ,from their sources, whether
these sources are

governmental entity or public, The journalist also has the right
to publish what he

obtained of them.

Article 9 It is prohibited to impose any restrictions on the
free ow of information or to

prevent equal access to information of different newspapers

The Constitutional Committee has prepared a draft article on
access to information including

possible penalties against ofcials who refuse to give this
information.

11. State and government institutions dealing with media

Some state institutions reemerged, e.g. the Ministry of
Information; or reassumed their power-

ful position: the Supreme Press Council, although both
institutions claimed this would only be

temporarily.

Some media experts suggested the need to amend the present laws
to allow for more freedomof the media and access to information and
the creation of independent bodies for supervising

the media industry, with a balanced representation of the
sector, in such a way that no single

authority can ever dominate the regulation of the sector.

The Ministry of information

The new Minister of Information, Mr. Salah Abdel-Maksoud, issued
an order to investigate

which broadcasters, editors and directors with state-owned media
contracts work for private

mass media without prior permission by the Radio and Television
Union.

The Minister of information has also announced that he will be
the last Minister of

Information, once an independent national authority to oversee
and regulate the mediasector is installed. He offered media moguls
a truce with the government until the economic

situation case of country has improved, stressing that the
government will take at heart the

freedom of expression; the freedom to criticize; the freedom of
the press and the freedom of

the virtual media.. At the same time he refused to tolerate
insults, libel and inciting seditions.

The Minister of Information conrmed that the coming months will
witness changes at the

Radio and Television Union in content so that the Egyptian media
can restore its vitality. He

agreed with the Minister of Finance on L.E. 100 million of
nancial support to the Radio and

Television Union to pay workers salaries and production
incentives for July and August.

Sobhy Saleh, a leading Brotherhood member and a member of the
Constitutional Committee,

has announced that a majority of the committee has agreed on the
abolition of the Ministry ofInformation and substituting it by an
authority, independent of the tutelage of the government.
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The Parliament

The Shura Council has criticized the role of media, in all its
forms (newspapers; radio; TV;

satellite channels) for its coverage of the Egyptian President,
Dr. Mohamed Morsi, describing

it as negative and unfair.

The Rights & Liberties sub-committee of the Constitutional
Committee has completed

discussing 8 of the 17 articles that deal with freedom rights.
It has decided to refer back for

further scrutiny two articles, including article 21 relating to
imprisonment on publishing

crimes and imprisonment of journalists.

Engineer Fathi Shihab-Eddin, Chairman of the Culture, Tourism
& Information Committee

of the Shura Council has announced that the Council will not
change the criteria for the

selection of editors in chief of state owned newspapers, which
includes proven experience in

newspaper development) following the lawsuit led by journalists
to stop Committees work.

Media expert Mr. Yasser abdel Aziz at the meeting of independent
bodies of

Constituent Assembly has suggested a draft law to establish two
high authorities, one

for regulating the broadcasts of the commercial satellite
channels, another one for the

press and other media.

The Government

Outgoing Prime Minister Mr. Kamal Al Ganzouri held a ministerial
meeting to research the

nancial problems of the Radio and Television Union and repay the
debts of 17 billion pounds

to the Ministry of Information, who loaned this amount from the
National Investment Bank.

The rst statement, issued by the Council of Ministers of the new
government warned satellite

companies that the government will revoke their licenses if you
dont respect the standards of

honor of the media.

The political parties

The Free Egyptians party has issued a statement warning for what
it called an escalation

in the organized attack on the freedom of the media. It
emphasized its full solidarity with

journalists and media workers who refuse to accept policies
aimed at the Brotherization

of the Egyptian media, with a monopoly of one political group
over all posts and media

positions and a control of state owned press institutions.

12. Journalism Syndicates

The Egyptian Press Syndicate was the only ofcially recognized
syndicate for journalists for a

long time. After the revolution, a new syndicate was set up by
groups of media workers in the

audio-visual industry and another one for electronic
journalists.

The Egyptian Press Syndicate has issued a statement requesting
the Information and Culture

Committee of the Shura Council to reform its selection
procedures of editors in chief of state

owned newspapers. The syndicate expressed its desire for a
dialogue with the Shura Council

on amendment of these criteria and a suspension of the
committees work until appropriate
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criteria are agreed upon. Next, the chairman of the Board of the
Press Council, Mamdouh Al

Wali issued a new statement claiming he has not asked for
suspension of the Shura Councilcommittees work, but for a higher
representation of journalists in the committee.

The Egyptian Press Syndicate sent a questionnaire to its members
asking their opinion on the

proposed texts of articles related to freedom of the press in
the new constitution.

The president of the EPS, Mr. Mamdouh Al Wali, has announced the
Presidents approval

to increase the technology allowance of syndicate members from
L.E. 800 to L.E. 1200 as of

October 2012. He stressed that the new constitution will
guarantee the access to information

for journalists. He also reported that a new law for the Press
Syndicate will be discussed soon.

He stated that all state owned newspapers work at a loss, with
the exception of al Ahramand

al Akhbar newspapers.

The president of EPS has stated that its governing board will
investigate the possibility of

creating local branches in some of the governorates to
facilitate the large increase in the

number of journalists in governorates.

The Press Syndicate has conrmed its solidarity with the
journalist of al Ahrarnewspaper,

who was not paid for the last two years. It condemned the attack
on the writer, journalist

Khaled Salah, editor in chief of Youm7. It called on all to
respect the freedom of opinion.

The has also expressed its regret for referring Islam A, the
editor in chief of al Dustour

newspaper to the Criminal Court on charges of insulting the
president.

Press Syndicate Council decides to freeze cooperation with the
Sudanese press Union for itsposition towards the crisis of the
journalist Shaimaa Adel that considered the rst precedent of

its kind in the syndicate.

The newly formed Electronic Press Syndicate organized its second
Electronic Media Forum

at Qena which discussed the role of the electronic media in
community participation in order

to raise the awareness of citizens and guide young people
towards the positive participation in

political life activities that affect the decision-taking
process.

The new syndicate held a conference in al Mansoura entitled The
electronic press is peoples

journalism and a generation experiment. It announced the opening
of its headquarters in

Mansoura as its third branch after Sohag and Alexandria.

It also protested against the arbitrary dismissal of the editor
in chief of al Wafd website, Mr.

Adel Sabry and conrmed it had begun taking the necessary legal
action against the al Wafd

Party.

13. Activities of Civil Society Organizations related to media
development

Civil society in Egypt is relatively young and rapidly expanding
in activities and impact. Hu-

man rights organizations have played a crucial role in defending
media freedom and journal-

ism rights under the Mubarak regime.
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The Forum of Independent Human Rights Organizationswhich groups
17

organizations, has issued a memorandum on June 4 calling on
President MohammedMorsy to remember his human rights priorities
during his rst 100 days which are: the

release of political prisoners; the transfer of all cases
against civilians from military to

civil courts; and the protection of the right to demonstrate and
to express ones opinion.

The United Grouplegal advisers held a conference on Wednesday
June 20 entitled The

Egyptians and the Constitution in collaboration with al Andalus
Center for Tolerance

and Anti-Violence studies, to discuss results of a study
conducted by the group. The studyrecommended constitutional
provisions on the (civil) identity of the state; on access to

information and on rights to form civil associations.

A group of Islamic political writers have taken the initiative
to create an Association of

Political Islamic editors inside the press syndicate. They
issued a press release stressing

the importance of the cooperation between Islamists in all mass
media in gaining access to

information from the right sources.

The Cairo Center for Media and Developmenthas presented a study
to Dr. Morsy, it

conducted on the conditions for development of the Egyptian
media with an analysis of the

present situation; the needs of the public and the problems and
obstacles the media face and

their impact on the future of post-revolution media. It also
stated that

Media coverage of the rst stage of the elections was
characterized by disorder,

improvisation and lack of objectivity.

Several Egyptian and Arab human rights organizations, activists
and journalists issued

statements condemning the continued detention of journalist
Shaimaa Adel, correspondent for

the Egyptian newspaper al Watanin Sudan.

The Journalists for Reform Movementhas called on Egypts
journalists to associate for thepromotion of professional standards
and reforms. It completely rejects interference of the

Shura Council in their work.

The Committee for the Defense the Independence of the Press in a
press release statedthat

procedures for selecting editors in chiefs of state owned
newspapers Primarily serve

to bring these newspapers under the control of the Muslim
Brotherhood group, it alsocondemned the Shura Councils dominance
and the weak stand of the president in defending

the independence of press.

The United Journalists Centerfor media advocacy organized a
workshop for media workers

and activists on the skills needed to monitor and document the
violations that are committed

against journalists in the country, in cooperation with Sanad, a
network of defenders the

freedom of media in the Arab world. It has also held seminars on
Regional electronic media

in Egypt and the legal obstacles they face ; the economic skills
of running websites, and

the basics of management the small press organizations, The
seminars have come as part of

the events of the project of support the electronic regional
media in Egypt which is adopted by

the center in participation.
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25 human rights organizations have expressed full solidarity and
support of a new committee

to defend the freedom and independence of the state press and to
counter attempts atAkhawanatof state-owned media.

A number of editors who report on the Muslim Brotherhood and the
Freedom & Justice

Party for state owned and independent newspapers, websites and
programs editors of satellite

channels have decided to establish an association called Editors
on Brotherhood Affairsto

unite their efforts and cooperate in defense of their
members.

TheEgyptian Organization for Human Rightsand the Arabic Network
for Human Rights

Information have announced that they completed the rst stage of
the Project of Monitoring

the Egyptian Media, which ended by handing over the power on
June 30. They have

monitored a group of satellite channels and a group of national,
private and party newspapers.They has concluded that the TV
channels and newspapers were biased for a particular

candidate during the presidential elections.

The Arabic Network for Human Rightsexpressed its fear of
intimidation campaigns, carried

out by a number of youths afliated to the Muslim Brotherhood and
the Freedom and Justice

Partyagainst Egyptian media gures and selected satellite
channels.

The Egyptian Organization for Human Rightshas expressed its
concern on warnings made

by the Minister of Investment, that he will impose sanctions on
satellite channels ranging

from warnings to temporary suspension and irrevocable withdrawal
of licenses: a dangerous

sign that the freedom of opinion and expression suffers a
general set back.

The organization Justice and Development for Human Rightshas
accused the Muslim

Brotherhood groups and Sala currents of launching an organized
campaign against

opposition currents ,political activists , media bodies and
organizations of civil society to

muzzle the voice of opposition against President Mohammed
Morsi.

The Foundation of Freedom of Thought and Expressionhas condemned
the complaint

led by Abdel Moneim Abdel Maksoud, the lawyer of the Muslim
Brotherhood against the

Minister of Information; the chairman of the Radio and
Television Union; the chairman of

the Board of Directors and the editor in chief of Roseal
Youssefnewspaper accusing them

of intentionally publishing false news about t the national
Television and the mentioned

newspaper.-

The Foundation for Freedom of thought and Expressionhas issued a
report entitled Media

gures are the mutual victims in a series of battles of
democratization in Egypt, The report

tackles the most important violations the media gures had in Al
Abbasia incidents events on

2ndof May 2012. It also condemned the new editorial policy of
Akhbar al Youms decision to

cancel its entire opinion page.

The Cairo Center for Human Rights Studiesheld a symposium titled
The national press

between control and reform, during which journalists and media
experts reviewed the

position of media organizations now under the control of Shura
Council, and how this control

can be broken.


	
8/13/2019 ASAH - Media Monitor - 2nd Edition - English

17/28

Arab Network for Media Support

17

The Center for Support of Information Technologyissued a report
entitled violations

against media freedom in Egypt in 2011.

The Observatory of the Freedom of Information,part of the New
World Association for

Development and Human Rights has started a project to monitor
the performance of Egyptian

media during the coming six months, starting from August
2012.

The Voice of the Southinitiative was launched with the
participation of 30 journalists from

different afliations. It aims at raising professional practices
and resisting marginalization of

media in Upper Egypt. The initiative is sponsored by Romania for
development and media

studiesand will focus on Asyut, Sohag and Qena governorates.

A number of media gures, artists, and public gures have
announced the establishment of

Standing Committee in Defense of the Freedom of Expression to
stand against all violations

the visual, written and audio media suffer from.

The Egyptian Organization for Human Rights issued a report
entitled intellectual terrorism

and return the political muzzling. The report tackles the case
of freedom of information

and press from the 25thJan revolution until the middle of August
2012, it monitors cases

of conscating the freedom of media and press during this period,
and it ends with a set of

recommendations.


	
8/13/2019 ASAH - Media Monitor - 2nd Edition - English

18/28


	
8/13/2019 ASAH - Media Monitor - 2nd Edition - English

19/28

Arab Network for Media Support

19

PART II : Academic ResearchEgyptian Newspapers coverage of the
debate on the identity of the state
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Newspapers and their coverage of the debate on the identity of
the state

1. Introduction

The second report of al Sawt al Hurranalyzes how the Egyptian
press covers the issue

of the identity of the state, which has become a hotly debated
topic in intellectual circles

of society. The subject has been controversial for a long period
of time, but became a news

item last year when a referendum was organized on the
constitution. After a lot of haggling

between political parties over its composition, a committee was
nally formed, charged with

drafting the new constitution. The committee will have to take
position and bring clarity on

the proposed civil or religious identity of the state and this
question has brought the issue back

in the public interest. The media regularly report on sharp
debates and discussions and most

media outlets have taken position and become part of the debate:
will Egypt become a civilstate or a religious one?

The topic of this research project was chosen because of its
place in the public discourse: the

identity of the state is widely seen as the single most
important political conict in Egypt of

the present period. At stake is the place that religion should
take in the public sphere and the

position which Islam is attributed to give to women and
religious minorities in public life.

Protagonists in the public debate are the Islamist trend which
wants to expand the role of

religion in the political eld beginning with the Constitution,
on one side and the the secular,

Copts and liberal and leftist wing trend on the other, which
advocates a civil state and wants

to keep the place of religion in society as is laid down in the
present constitution or change the

constitution on order to reduce its place in society.

In case the constitutional committee decides to strengthen
Article II of the present

constitution, which states that...Islam is the religion of the
state and Arabic its ofcial

language. Principles of Islamic law ( Sharia) are the principal
source of legislation., than

this will have serious consequences for the organization of the
state and its legislature and for

the position of women and religious minorities in society.

The subject was also chosen, because the outcome of the debate
seemed unclear when the

subject was chosen. The dominant parties in parliament appeared
to have taken a more or less

clear position, but the incumbent president, during his
campaign, made the promise to appoint

two deputies: a Coptic and a female vice president.

The subject is also interesting from a media perspective. Since
the media have all taken sides

in the current debate, they have become part of it.

The study set out to investigate the relative importance media
attributed to the subject and the

type of coverage (news or opinion). It tried to assess the
quality of reporting; the rationality of

arguments used and to identify patterns of partiality.

Lastly, the study analyzed the relation between coverage and
ownership of media outlets.

At the start of this research project, it was optimistically
expected that the constitutional

committee would have completed its work within the two months
period of this research so
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that media coverage during most phases of the process could be
monitored. Unfortunately

this proved not to be the case and the debate has anything but
ended. Clarity on the second,related issue has however emerged: no
vice presidents were appointed.

Another complication the study faced is conceptual: the public
debate seriously suffers from

confusion between secular and civil and of a lack of clear
denitions of both concepts.

Some Islamic movements want to change Article II of the
constitution and make its

religious weight stronger; they also oppose the appointment of
Copts and women in high

positions, yet they claim to be in support of a civil state and
that there is no existence of a

religious state in the religion of Islam.

For this study, a selection of ve newspapers was made, according
to types of ownership:

al Ahram (state owned); Freedom & Justice(party owned); al
Shuruq; Youm7 and alMasreyoun(privately owned. Two weeklies al
Rahma (Islamist) and al Watani(Coptic)

were also included in the sample.

The study took place during six weeks from July 8 till August 17
of this year and a total of 91

articles were reviewed. Both descriptive and qualitative data
were collected.

2. Main ndings

1. Newspapers showed a considerable interest in the subject,
with 89 articles published

by the ve dailies surveyed during the period of the study. Not
surprisingly, daily

newspapers wrote three times more often about Article II than
about the issue of the

vice presidential appointments.

2. Although a clear distinction appeared difcult, more than 70%
of the coverage was

categorized as news and almost 25 % as opinion items. These
proportions differ

when the subject is taken into account: opinion articles on the
deputy presidents

outnumbered news articles on the subject.

3. Many newspaper articles mixed news and opinion; Youm7;
Freedom & Justice

and al Masreyoundailies did so in their coverage on Article II,
but not on their

coverage on the vice presidents.

4. Reporting on the possible vice presidential appointments was
more balanced than on

Article II The ratio of balanced and unbalanced news was 4 to 1
in the rst case and

3 to 2 in the second case. Among the dailies studied, al
Shuruqscored highest in

balanced reporting on both topics; Youm7 scored least balanced
in its reporting.

5. Opinion articles of the sample newspapers used more rational,
evidence based

arguments than emotional ones in their coverage of Article II,
while their coverage

on the vice presidential appointments combined both types of
arguments. al

Shuruq scored highest in building its case for a liberal change
on rational arguments;

al Ahram depended most on emotional arguments in venting the
same opinion.

Freedom & Justiceand al Masreyoundailies depended more on
emotionalarguments and evidence in their support of changing
Article II.
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6. Youm7and al Masreyounwere most extreme in their choice of
news headlines,

which are frequently taken out of context; tended to excite the
readers and sometimeseven inaccurate. They also tended to
exaggerate by adding unnecessary details without

real justication, which added to the idea that a struggle was
taking place between the

Islamic movement and liberals and Copts over the future of the
state.

7. Newspapers studied all reserved much more space for reports
on the sala and

freedom & justice parties and their attitudes towards the
constitution, than to the

liberal trends which was most of the time absent, with Youm7 as
forerunner. The

reporting of all newspapers also showed other forms of bias, the
most common

ones are distorting facts, and arranging arguments and evidence:
newspapers often

produced the opinions of the Islamic movements related to the
subject of this study as

facts not open to discussion.

8. With regards to newspaper ownrship, the study found no clear
correlation between this

and the way news on the debate was covered. Two of the privately
owned newspapers

supported opinions in favour of changing Article II, making it
more liberal, al

Masreyounhowever joined party newspaper Freedom & Justiceand
religious

weekly al Rahmain its support for a stronger Islamic orientation
of Article II. The

two privately owned religious weeklies, al Rahma and al
Watanitake opposite

positions in the debate.

9. All newspapers did not perform well when it comes to their
role of helping their

readers understand the issues at stake. The whole confusion
between secular and civiland even the meaning of these concepts
were hardly given any attention.

3. Newspapers and their attention for the public debate

Newspapers showed a considerable interest in the subject, in
spite of the fact the

The study period coincided with other events, which demanded
media attention; political

events, e.g. the return of the parliament, the start of a new
government; controversial

appointments of newspaper editors in chief; etc. Surely these
events had a negative impact on

attention for and quality of coverage of the constitutional
debate and the issue of the identity

of the Egyptian state.
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Figure 1. Newspaper coverage on the debate in selected
newspapers

This table shows that Youm7 and al Masreyounscored equally high
on news on both

subjects of this study. The high score it at least partially
caused by Youm7s corporate style

which prefer to cut news into small pieces. For al Masreyoun the
high number of articles

is probably related to the religious identity of the newspaper.
It is also worth noting that al

Shuruq, Freedom & Justicedailies and al Rahmaand al
Wataniweeklies did not publish

any news articles on the second topic.

4. Type of coverage on the debate

For this study, a distinction was made between news items and
opinion articles, e.g. editorials;

commentaries; columns; caricatures, etc.

News media News Articles Opinion Articles

NewspapersArticle II Vice-presids Total Article II Vice-presids
TotalFreq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq %

al Ahram 9 14.5 1 20 10 14.9 6 33 0 0 6 25

al Shuruq 13 20.9 0 0 13 19.4 5 27.7 1 16.6 6 25Youm 7 14 22.5 2
40 16 23.8 2 11 2 33 4 16.6Freed & Jus 8 12.9 0 0 8 11.9 2 11 1
16.6 3 12.5Masreyoun 14 22.5 2 40 16 23.8 1 5.5 1 16.6 2 8al Watani
3 4.8 0 0 3 4.4 1 5.5 1 16.6 2 8al Rahma 1 1.6 0 0 1 1.4 1 5.5 0 0
1 4Total 62 100 5 100 67 100 18 100 6 100 24 100

Figure 2. News coverage of selected newspapers by type of
article

The study shows that selected newspapers published more news-
than opinion items in

their attention for a possible change of Article II of the
constitution, whereas the same

newspapers dealt with the issue of the appointment of two vice
presidents in the opposite way.

Here opinion articles outnumbered the news items.
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Youm7, al Masreyounand al Shuruqdailies have presented most news
items on both

topics, with al Ahramand Freedom and Justicescoring last. The
two religious weeklies,al Wataniand al Rahmapublished hardly any
news.

Figure 3. Rate of tackling the issues on Study in newspapers
sample.

This gure show that al Ahramscored highest in publishing opinion
items concerning

Article II (33%), followed by al Shuruq, with the two weeklies
trailing last. The type ofopinion related items varied widely,
ranging from article, column and editorial to caricature.

Youm7 gave most attention to the issue of the appointment of two
vice-Presidents, in its

opinion articles (33%). It is also noteworthy that al Ahramdaily
and al Rahmaweekly did

not pay any attention to this issue. Opinion articles
categorized varied widely from article,

column, editorial, to caricatures.

Newspapers also frequently loaded their news articles with
opinions, disrespecting one of the

basic laws of journalism. The data in the following gure show
that Youm7 confused news

and opinion most in addressing the issue of the amendment of
Article II. The daily was

followed by al Masreyounand Freedom & Justice
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Figure 4. Mixing news and opinions in news articles

Examples of the different types of mixing news with opinion
related to the subject of this

study have been monitored and will be published on the
website.

Mixing news and opinion did take place in covering the deputys
issue

Balanced journalism involves negative and positive aspects of
the phenomenon dealt with bya journalist, or the provision of
multiple perspectives and or opinions and the relative weights

of parties that form the subject of the news articles.

The study tried to study the balance in news articles published
by the newspapers covered.

The following gure (5) shows that reporting on the vice
presidential appointments was more

balanced than on Article II The ratio of balanced and unbalanced
news was 4 to 1 in the rst

case and 3 to 2 in the second case. Among the dailies studied,
al Shuruqdaily scored highest

in balanced reporting on Article II, while al Masreyounwas
balanced in its coverage of

vice presidential appointments. Youm7 scored least balanced in
its reporting on both issues.
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Figure 5. Degree of balanced news published by sample
newspapers.

All newspapers did not perform well when it comes to their role
of helping their readers

understand the issues at stake. The whole confusion between
secular and civil and even the

meaning of these concepts were hardly given any attention.

5. Qualitative aspects of reporting

The analysis of qualitative aspects was partly based on a text
analysis of the articles.

The examples used in the Arabic original of the studies have not
been included in the Englishversion of the report.

The relative distribution of attention to both sides of the
debate was studied and the tendency

was found that more room was given to the Sala and Freedom &
Justice trend and their

attitudes towards the studied issues than to the liberal trend,
which was absent most of the

time. Youm7 was most biased in this respect. News reporting of
the newspapers showed

several patterns of bias as a result of omitting sources,
distorting facts and arranging

arguments and evidence, which made these newspapers, present the
opinions of the Islamic

trend regarding the study issues as facts rather than subjects
for discussion.

Opinion articles of the sample newspapers used more rational,
evidence based arguments thanemotional ones in their coverage of
Article II, while their coverage on the vice presidential

appointments combined both types of arguments.

Of all the opinion articles on Article II which used rational
arguments, al Shuruqscored

best with 45.5%. Of all the opinion articles on Article II which
used emotional arguments al

Ahramscored highest with 40%. al Ahramand Freedom &
Justicescored highest when it

comes to mixing rational and emotional arguments on the same
subject.
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Figure 6. Type of arguments used in the newspapers sample
(Article II)Blue: rational; Red: emotional; Green: both of them

Figure 7. Type of arguments used in the newspapers sample (vice
presidents)Blue: rational; Red: emotional; Green: both of them

Concerning the second subject, al Shuruq, Youm7 dailies and al
Wataniweekly relied

on rational arguments, whereas al Masreyounand Freedom &
Justicerelied more on

emotional arguments. It is also interesting to conclude that
here a mixture of rational and

emotional arguments did not take place.
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This study also tried to reveal patterns of partiality.

When it comes to selection of sources, some important sources
were neglected, which made

the presentation of facts incomplete and distorted.
Occasionally, headline and content of

a news item did not match. The incomplete publication of facts,
either deliberately or out

of ignorance, may stain perceptions of the truth or serve the
interests of a particular party.

Partiality can also be the case if not enough context is
given.

In general, the private newspapers were more partial in
selecting their sources on both

subjects than the party afliated newspapers, followed by the
state-owned newspapers.

Two newspapers Youm7 and al Masreyounranked highest in
publishing headlines which

tended to exaggerate and present facts out of context, clearly
aimed at inciting their readers.

Some headlines used later proved inaccurate.

Both papers also added tendentious details, without any real
justication, creating the feeling

that a war was being waged between the two sides of the
debate.

al Shuruq sometimes used headlines which did not match the
articles.

6. Relation between media coverage and ownership

The extent to which the sample newspapers complied with
professional standards has

also been analysed in both news and opinion related articles,
aiming to show the extent to

which the Egyptian Press lives up to its mission after the
January 25threvolution in serving

the people with the information it needs rather than serving
political ideologies of their

respective owners and the interests of their nanciers.

With regards to newspaper ownership, the study found no clear
correlation between this and

the way news on the debate was covered. Privately owned
newspapers published more news

articles, whereas state-owned al Ahram and Muslim Brotherhood
afliated newspaper

Freedom & Justicepublished more opinion related articles.
Two of the privately owned

newspapers supported opinions in favour of changing Article II,
making it more liberal,

al Masreyoun however joined party newspaper Freedom &
Justiceand religious weekly

al Rahmain its support for a stronger Islamic orientation of the
country. The two privatelyowned religious weeklies, al Rahma and al
Watanitake opposite positions in the debate.
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