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Introduction
 • “Jew” - all people who adhere to Judaism as a religion.
 • There are different branches of Judaism
 • All Jews share certain beliefs and truths.
 • One is that there is one, universal God
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• In their service and daily prayers Jews cite the following prayer
 • “Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One”
 • Call God - Yahweh
 • Believe he is all-knowing, without fault, and without form.
 • Second belief shared by all Jews
 • God made a covenant with Abraham
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• Believe that God chose Abraham to be the father of a great nation in Canaan.
 • Believed that God chose the Hebrews to receive his laws and as long as they obeyed him and followed his law, he would look after them and protect them.
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• Most Jews also believe in the coming of a Messiah.
 • Jesus was seen as a great teacher and storyteller
 • Believe that the Messiah or Savior is still coming.
 • Orthodox Jews - believe that the Messiah will reward those who accept his leadership and obeyed the Law.
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• Other beliefs shared by Jews include:
 • The words of the prophets are true
 • Moses was the greatest of the prophets
 • The dead will be resurrected
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The Synagogue
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• Jewish Place of worship
 • Greek word meaning “assembly” or “to bring together”
 • Serves as a community and education center
 • Children learn Hebrew and study the Jewish religion, history, and literature.
 • Have a library, kitchen and hall for social events.
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• Most important part of the inside of a synagogue
 • Ark (wooden cabinet where the Torah scrolls are kept)
 • Ark of Covenant - is said to have kept the 10 Commandments safe during the Exodus.
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• In front of the Ark hangs a lamp.
 • Ner Tamid - Eternal Lamp
 • Symbolic of the lamp that once burned in the Temple in Jerusalem.
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• On either side of the Ark is a menorah
 • seven-branched candlestick
 • represent the number of days the Bible says it took God to create the universe
 • middle branch stands for the Sabbath
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• Leading up to the Ark is a raised platform called the bimah
 • contains a table or pulpit
 • on either side are two chairs (rabbi and cantor)
 • rabbi - spiritual leader of the synagogue
 • cantor - assists the rabbi by chanting traditional Jewish songs and prayers
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• Rabbi duties
 • conducts services and preachings
 • helps people understand the Torah
 • decides the questions of Jewish law
 • helps members of the synagogue with personal problems
 • teaches Judaism to adult groups
 • head of the school that is associated with the synagogue
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Worshipping in a Synagogue
 • Jewish Sabbath (Shabbot) starts on Friday at sundown and last until Saturday at sundown.
 • Some do not cook or work during this time
 • Some do not watch tv, use the phone, or drive.
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• Orthodox Jewish synagogue
 • men and women sit in different sections
 • conducted in Hebrew
 • Reformed Jewish synagogue
 • men and women sit together
 • conducted in vernacular (common language of the people)
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Orthodox Jews
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Orthodox Jews
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• Clothing
 • Men wear a skullcap known as a yarmulke or kippa (worn as sign of respect)
 • Morning service wear a prayer shawl called a tallit.
 • Men in Orthodox synagogues wear two small boxes with straps called tefillin.
 • one box is worn in the middle of the forehead to remind Jews that they must love Yahweh
 • other box is tied to the left arm facing the heart.
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• Boxes have small pieces of parchment
 • four selections from the Old Testament
 • two from Exodus
 • two from Deuteronomy
 • Orthodox synagogues
 • women do not wear a yarmulke or shawl
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Services
 • Readings from the Scriptures (Old Testament) and the Torah
 • Songs and Prayers
 • Sermon from the rabbi
 • Holy book
 • Torah - contains the first five books of the Old Testament
 • written in Hebrew
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• Divided into 54 parts
 • One or two is read at each service
 • strips of parchment are sewn together into a long scroll
 • No one can touch the scroll itself
 • Torah is returned to the Ark at the end of the service.
 Thursday, October 3, 13

Page 24
						

Thursday, October 3, 13

Page 25
						

• Torah found in the Ark of synagogues is called the Written Torah
 • Talmud - another book that interprets biblical law and commandments (Oral Torah)
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Obligations and Responsibilities
 • Believe they have responsibilities to the community
 • Provide shelter for widows and orphans
 • help the sick and needy
 • comfort the mourning
 • keep the body healthy and clean
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• 613 - Mitzvot (commandments) listed in the Torah
 • Do not profane God’s name
 • Honor your father and mother
 • Honor the old and wise
 • Circumcise male offspring
 • Do not take revenge
 • Do not bear a grudge
 • Do not wrong anyone in speech
 Thursday, October 3, 13

Page 28
						

• Commandments and obligations are at the heart of the Jewish faith
 • Judaism does not concern itself with a formal set of beliefs or dogma
 • Focuses on one’s relationship with God and ethical conduct
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