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Basics of Copyright Laws for Elementary Students
 Jennifer Coldiron
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What is Copyright?
 • Copyright is a law in the United States that protects the work of authors, artists, composers, and others from being used or copied without permission.
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Objectives
 o Students from grades 3-5 will be introduced to copyright laws, plagiarism, public domain, and fair use.
 o Students will learn the kind of works that are protected by copyright laws.o Students will learn the symbol for copyright and how to find whether a
 ‘’work’’ is copyrighted.o Students will learn the basics (age appropriate) of using someone else’s
 work.o Students will be introduced to the basic concepts of quoting, paraphrasing,
 and summarizing.o Students will be instructed on the basic steps of how to ‘’cite’’ sources or
 give credit for work they borrow.
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What is Plagiarism?
 • Plagiarism is using someone else’s work without giving them credit.
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How Would I PLAGIARIZE?
 • You plagiarize when you use words, ideas, images, sounds, or even any creative expression from someone else as your own.
 • Some examples: * Copying a friend’s work
 * Cutting and pasting pictures from electronic sources without documenting
 *Copying from the internet without documentation
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What Kind of Work is Protected? • Print, audio, video, pictures,
 even text on the Internet can be protected
 • You should consider all work copyrighted
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How to Know What is Copyrighted:• The symbol for copyright is
 ©. If this symbol is displayed, the item or items are copyrighted.
 • Some items simply say they are copyrighted.
 • Consider everything to be copyrighted
 • Look near the author’s name for copyright information
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What is Public Domain?
 • Some work that is NOT copyrighted is considered Public Domain
 • Public Domain may be used without permission (but you should still give credit to the author)
 • Examples of Public Domain: US Government documents, phone books, calendars, and directions, historical facts: The Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941
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What is Fair Use?• Fair Use means you can copy parts of copyrighted
 material for certain purposes without permission and without paying a fee. The copyrighted information includes news reporting, teaching, or educational research. To be safe, ALWAYS give credit.
 • Examples of Fair Use: *quoting a few lines from a Bob Dylan song in a
 music review*summarizing and quoting from a medical
 article *copying a few paragraphs from a news article for use by a teacher or student in a lesson*copying a portion of a Sports Illustrated
 magazine article for an assignment
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How Can I Use Someone Else’s Work?
 • If you use someone else’s words, put quotation marks around all of the words that you copied.
 • Be sure to give the person who created your ideas credit by listing their name in parentheses immediately after their work
 • Be sure to list all of the sources you used- where you found the copied work
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How Can I Use Someone Else’s Work?
 Three strategies you can use to borrow from someone else’s work:• Quoting• Paraphrasing • Summarizing
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How Can I Use Someone Else’s Work?
 Quoting
 • Quoting is where you use the exact words from the author (this is when you need to use quotation marks).
 • Example: Our 32nd President of the United States said, “The only thing we have to fear, is fear itself”. (Franklin D Roosevelt)
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How Can I Use Someone Else’s Work?
 Paraphrasing
 Paraphrase means to put someone else’s words in your own words
 Paraphrase when:• You plan to use someone else’s
 information but don’t want to use a lot of quotation marks
 • You want to use your own voice to present information
 • *You still need to cite the source
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How Can I Use Someone Else’s Work?
 Summarizing
 • Summarizing means putting the main idea(s) of someone else’s words into your own words- using your own voice
 Summarize when:• You want to give the main points
 in your own words*You still need to cite the source
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Why Does It Matter?
 • Put yourself in the author’s place:
 What if you created something awesome and could sell lots of them and make lots of money, and
 someone else stole your idea?
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What are the Consequences?
 At School: o “0” on the assignmento Parent notificationo Referral to administrators At Work:o Important People have lost their jobs o They have their names put on the news
 (embarrassment)
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What is Citing Sources?
 Citing Sources is a phrase that describes how you give credit to the author of the material you borrowed.
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 1.) There are different ways to cite your sources- MLA and APA. Ask your teacher which you will need to use.
 o MLA stands for Modern Language Association style of giving credit to authorso It is used mostly for writing papers like you will start
 soon. o APA stands American Psychological Association
 style of giving credit to authorso It is used mostly for research papers. o You will use this style when you start your ‘’If I Were’’
 research papers. At Hopkins we will mostly use the APA style of citing resources.
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 2.) Find the name of the author of the text, images or music you have copied.
 o The author’s name usually follows the text o The author’s name for images is usually found near the
 image o The author’s name for music is found in the information
 about the music or directly on the CD
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 3.) Find the date that the material was made.
 o The date that the material was made is usually found at the end of the text or at the end of the page.
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 4.) Write the first name last, then add a comma, then write the first initial or first name. At the end of the name, add a period. Make sure the last name is lined up with the left margin.
 Example:
 Coldiron, Jennifer.
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 5.) Write the date in parentheses. Write or type it immediately after the name.
 Example:
 Coldiron, Jennifer.(September 16, 2013)
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How Do I Cite Sources?
 6.) Write the TITLE of the work immediately after the date. You only capitalize the first word of the title. o If you are citing a PowerPoint or long title,
 be sure to type it in italics o The second line is indented like you would
 indent a paragraph.Example: Coldiron.Jennifer. (September 16, 2013) Copyright for elementary students.
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How Do I Cite Sources?7.) If you have more than one source on your references page, put them in alphapetical (ABC) order.
 Example:
 Coldiron, Jennifer. (September 16,2013).Basic copyright for elementary students.
 Burdine, Robin. (September 1, 2012). Educating students about copyright laws.
 Pence, Tammy. (February 2, 2000). What is copyright and why is it
 important to me?
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Resources Adventures of Cyberbee. (Dec.2000). Copyright with cyberbee. [interactive Copyright Questions]. Retrieved from:
 www.cyberbee.com/cb_copyright.swf
 Fair Use. (n.d.) In Wikipedia. Retrieved September 15,2013, from http://www.en.wikipedia.org
 Kahn, Kathy. (n.d.) Plagiarism for elementary students.[PowerPoint slides].Retrieved from: www.slideshare.net/kathykhan/plagiarism-powerpoint-2427193
 Payne,Julie. Plagiarism for Elementary Students. [PowerPointslides].Gadsden, AL. Retrieved from: www.gcs.k12.al.ua/curriculum5.asp
 Stanford University Libraries. (n.d.) Retrieved from: http://fairuse.stanford.edu/overview/fair-use
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