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            Il Mondo di Tels/CLIL CLUB Free Printables All material is the exclusive property of Associazione Culturale Il Mondo di TELS, and cannot be used, copied, adapted or distributed, either whole or in part, except in the context of CLIL classes. Bonfire Night Remember remember the fifth of November Gunpowder, treason, and plot. I see no reason why gunpowder treason Should ever be forgot. This is a popular British rhyme. Do you know where it comes from? Why is the 5th of November a date most people in Britain will remember? In 1603, when King James I became King of England, persecuted English Catholics hoped that he would be tolerant of their religion. However, he was not. So, in 1605, thirteen men planned to blow up the Houses of Parliament. Among them was Guy Fawkes, Britain's most notorious traitor. Today these conspirators would be known as extremists, or terrorists. As the group worked on the plot, it became clear that innocent people would be hurt or killed. Some of the plotters started having second thoughts. One of them even sent a warning letter to a friend, which was intercepted by the King's staff. Guy Fawkes was in the cellar of the parliament with 36 barrels of gunpowder when the authorities stormed it on November 5th. He was caught, tortured and executed. On that night, bonfires were set alight to celebrate the safety of the King. Since then, November 5th has become known as Bonfire Night. The event is still commemorated every year with food, such as baked potatoes and toffee apples. There are fireworks, and people burn effigies of Guy Fawkes, and sometimes even contemporary politicians, on a bonfire. An effigy is a dummy, made of paper, and rags, in the shape of a person. Some of the English have been known to wonder, in a “tongue in cheek”* way, whether they are celebrating Fawkes' execution or honouring his attempt to do away with the government. Discussion Questions Guy Fawkes and the protesters were all Catholic. The Protestant King and Parliament would not let them practice their religion. How have government approches to religion and tolerance changed? Do you think the plotters were right to challenge the Parliament? Why? What do you think about the way they decided to take action? Was it a good idea? Do you think it is right that the plotters were excecuted? Why? Would you have sent the warning letter? Why do you think people celebrated on 5th November 1605? Did everyone celebrate? Why do you think people still celebrate on 5th November? Do you think the reasons for celebrating have changed? Why might they have changed? * Tongue-in-cheek is a figure of speech used to imply that a statement is humorously or otherwise not seriously intended. 
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Il Mondo di Tels/CLIL CLUB Free PrintablesAll material is the exclusive property of Associazione Culturale Il Mondo di TELS, and cannot be used, copied, adapted or
 distributed, either whole or in part, except in the context of CLIL classes.
 Bonfire NightRemember remember the fifth of November
 Gunpowder, treason, and plot.I see no reason why gunpowder treason
 Should ever be forgot.
 This is a popular British rhyme. Do you know where it comes from? Why is the 5th of November a date most people in Britain will remember?
 In 1603, when King James I became King ofEngland, persecuted English Catholics hoped thathe would be tolerant of their religion. However, hewas not. So, in 1605, thirteen men planned to blowup the Houses of Parliament. Among them was GuyFawkes, Britain's most notorious traitor. Today these conspirators would be known asextremists, or terrorists. As the group worked on the plot, it became clearthat innocent people would be hurt or killed. Someof the plotters started having second thoughts. Oneof them even sent a warning letter to a friend, which was intercepted by the King's staff. Guy Fawkes was in the cellar of the parliament with 36 barrels of gunpowder when the authorities stormed it on November 5th. He was caught, tortured and executed. On that night,bonfires were set alight to celebrate the safety of the King. Since then, November 5th has become known as Bonfire Night. The event is still commemorated every year with food, such as baked potatoes and toffee apples. There are fireworks, and people burneffigies of Guy Fawkes, and sometimes evencontemporary politicians, on a bonfire. An effigy isa dummy, made of paper, and rags, in the shapeof a person. Some of the English have been knownto wonder, in a “tongue in cheek”* way, whetherthey are celebrating Fawkes' execution orhonouring his attempt to do away with thegovernment.
 Discussion QuestionsGuy Fawkes and the protesters were all Catholic. The Protestant King and Parliament wouldnot let them practice their religion. How have government approches to religion andtolerance changed? Do you think the plotters were right to challenge the Parliament? Why?What do you think about the way they decided to take action? Was it a good idea?Do you think it is right that the plotters were excecuted? Why?Would you have sent the warning letter?Why do you think people celebrated on 5th November 1605? Did everyone celebrate?Why do you think people still celebrate on 5th November? Do you think the reasons for celebrating have changed? Why might they have changed?
 * Tongue-in-cheek is a figure of speech used to imply that a statement is humorously orotherwise not seriously intended.

Page 2
						

Guy Fawkes Today
 The effigies made for Bonfire Night are called “the Guy”,and some children keep up an old tradition of walking inthe streets, carrying "the Guy" they have made, and askpeople for "a penny for the Guy." They use this money tobuy fireworks for the festivities. From there, it's not a hugeleap to talk about "a guy" as a living person. Today, we usethe word “guy” to mean “person” or “man”. Many linguistsand historians believe that our use of the word in this waycomes from Guy Fawkes.In the Harry Potter novels, J.K. Rowling's inspiration for thename of Dumblebird's pet phoenix Fawkes, the birddestined to burn again and again, comes from GuyFawkes.A tradition still observed by Britons is the annual visit of theQueen to Parliament every year. Since the GunpowderPlot, the monarch enters the Parliament only once a year,on "the State Opening of Parliament". Before the Opening,the Yeomen of the Guard search the cellars of the Palaceof Westminster. No one expects to find 36 barrels of gunpowder, but the Queen andParliament still observe this tradition. Just like most of us who like a good Bonfire Night, it'sclear the Lords and MPs like a bit of a celebration, too.Guy Fawkes is sometimes toasted by people who are critical of government as "the last manto enter Parliament with honest intentions".
 Now, choose one of the characters below, and write a diary entry about the events ofNovember 5th 1505 from their point of view.
 Guy FawkesKing James I of England and VI of ScotlandRobert Catesby (the leader of the plotters, who ran away after Guy Fawkes was captured andwas captured and killed on 8th November).The anonymous conspirator who sent the warning letter, which caused the discovery of theplot.William Parker, Lord Monteagle (the man who received the anonymous warning letter on 26thOctober, and showed it to the King's staff).Elizabeth Tresham, Lord Monteagle's wife, whose father was a Catholic.Baron Thomas Knyvet (who led the search of the cellars under Parliament).Pope Paul V (Pope from May 1605 to January 1621).Alice Parks, a London housewife who practiced Catholicism in secret.James Wilson, a Protestant shopkeeper.
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