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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    Cartographies of Time is the first comprehensive history of graphic representations of time in Europe and the United States from 1450 to the present. Authors Daniel Rosenberg and Anthony Grafton have crafted a lively history featuring fanciful characters and unexpected twists and turns. From medieval manuscripts to websites, Cartographies of Time features a wide variety of timelines that in their own unique ways--curving, crossing, branching--defy conventional thinking about the form.
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 [13 ]_______________________________
 Christopher Helwig’s chronology followed a Eusebian model—but also made clear just how many important people and institutions had taken shape in more recent times, and adapted the model to include them. By placing the list of Holy Roman emperors on the left and using large type for Charles V, the Renaissance emperor who tried to defend Christendom against the challenge of Martin Luther, he made clear that the empire mattered, but also that it did not, as traditional historiography claimed, dominate the world. Works like this were widely used for teaching history in schools and universities.
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Cartographies of Time 90
 Buno had just the graphic tools for this job. [figs. 22–24 ]
 For the four millennia that stretched between the Creation, in 4004 bce, and the coming of Jesus, he found four com-prehensive images: an eagle, a set of planks, a camel, and a dragon. Each image summed up a vital aspect of the millennium it stood for (the planks, for example, referred to Noah’s ark, and the camel to the camels on which the Jews had made their Exodus from Egypt). But each also provided a vivid, memorable background, on which Buno placed images of important men and women. Each indi-vidual carried out his proper task: Seth held his two pil-lars, for example, while the astronomer Ptolemy scanned the skies. And each one’s identity was reinforced, for pur-poses of memorization, by a rebus. Two eels devouring one another, next to Alexander the Great, would remind the student of his name (“Die Ahle essen ‘nander” [the eels eat each other]).16
 Buno’s work found some use, from the Pietist orphan-age in Halle to the court at Heidelberg. But it also occa-sioned sharp criticism. Gottfried Leibniz—who was not only a great philosopher and scientist, but also a sophis-ticated historian—disapproved of Buno’s whole method. Some of the images, he complained, were connected to the people and events they represented “not only by some
 natural relationship but in a completely arbitrary way.” What really bothered him, though, was that Buno had departed from the linear structure that was essential for a timeline: “in each image, different figures are not set out in chronological order, but in order to gain space they are thrown into confusion. Yet chronological order is the most important goal of this kind of presentation, and it reveals the connections between events.”17 The recent proliferation of facts and visual models had not improved the timeline, Leibniz thought, but undermined it. Some teachers agreed, and told their students to memorize Buno’s facts and ignore the secondary elaborations.
 By the end of the seventeenth century, the Neapolitan jurist Giambattista Vico and other historians were already at work disassembling structures like these while striving to create a more meaningful chronography of culture. True, Vico included a traditional Eusebian table of the years from the Flood to the Second Punic War in his Scienza nuova (New science), which reached its final form in the edition of 1744. But he confessed that, “In fact these people and events did not exist at the times and places commonly assigned to them, or never existed at all.”18 The ancient Egyptians and Persians, in his view, had known almost nothing about early history. Their first ancestors had been
 [22–23 ]_______________________________
 The seventeen centuries of the Common Era are each represented by a single figure such as a bear or a vessel of oil. Johannes Buno used unforgettable figures, curious details, and riddles to forge a chronography that could also serve as a virtual memory theater, a handy system for memorizing names and dates. In each of his images, it is possible to follow the numbers and tie the individuals he portrays to their precise points in historic time.
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 [24 ]_______________________________
 In Johannes Buno’s 1672 universal history, each millennium before the birth of Christ is figured by a large allegorical image such as the dragon of the fourth millennium depicted here.
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