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KinshipKinship
 Kinship is a social network of relatives Kinship is a social network of relatives within which individuals have rights within which individuals have rights and obligations.and obligations.
 One’s kinship status, determines these One’s kinship status, determines these rights and obligations. rights and obligations.
 The predominant way in societies not The predominant way in societies not organized as political states; especially organized as political states; especially foraging, crop-cultivating, and pastoral foraging, crop-cultivating, and pastoral societies; is by means of kinship. societies; is by means of kinship.
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Descent GroupDescent Group
 Descent group: any kin-ordered social group Descent group: any kin-ordered social group with a membership in the direct line of with a membership in the direct line of descent from a real or fictional common descent from a real or fictional common ancestor. ancestor. – Societies are commonly organized through Societies are commonly organized through
 descent groups. descent groups. Members of a descent group trace their Members of a descent group trace their
 shared connections back to such an ancestor shared connections back to such an ancestor through a chain of patent-child links.through a chain of patent-child links.
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What Functions Do What Functions Do Kin-Ordered Groups Serve?Kin-Ordered Groups Serve?
 Kin-ordered groups are social Kin-ordered groups are social organizational devices for solving organizational devices for solving challenges that commonly confront human challenges that commonly confront human societies: societies: – Maintaining the integrity of resources that Maintaining the integrity of resources that
 cannot be divided without being destroyed.cannot be divided without being destroyed.– Providing work forces for tasks that require a Providing work forces for tasks that require a
 labor pool larger than households can provide.labor pool larger than households can provide.– Rallying support for purposes of self-defense or Rallying support for purposes of self-defense or
 offensive attack. offensive attack.
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Descent GroupsDescent Groups
 Descent group membership must be Descent group membership must be restricted in some way to clearly restricted in some way to clearly establish primary loyalties. establish primary loyalties.
 Membership can be restricted in a Membership can be restricted in a number of ways. number of ways. – Unilineal descentUnilineal descent– Matrilineal descentMatrilineal descent– Patrilineal descentPatrilineal descent– Other forms of descentOther forms of descent
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Descent GroupsDescent Groups
 Unilineal descentUnilineal descent: : descent that descent that establishes group membership establishes group membership exclusively through either the male of exclusively through either the male of female line. female line. – In non-Western societies, unilineal descent In non-Western societies, unilineal descent
 groups are quite common. groups are quite common. – The individual is assigned at birth to The individual is assigned at birth to
 membership in a specific descent group, membership in a specific descent group, which may be traced by either matrilineal which may be traced by either matrilineal descent or patrilineal descent. descent or patrilineal descent.
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Unilineal Descent GroupsUnilineal Descent Groups
 Lineage:Lineage: a unilineal kinship group a unilineal kinship group descended from a common ancestor or descended from a common ancestor or founder who lived four to six founder who lived four to six generations ago, and in which generations ago, and in which relationships among members can be relationships among members can be exactly stated in genealogical terms.exactly stated in genealogical terms.– It is a corporate descent group, a body of It is a corporate descent group, a body of
 consanguineal relatives who link consanguineal relatives who link themselves genealogically to a common themselves genealogically to a common ancestor and associate for a shared ancestor and associate for a shared purpose. purpose.
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Unilineal Descent GroupsUnilineal Descent Groups
 Clan: an extended unilineal kinship Clan: an extended unilineal kinship group, often consisting of several group, often consisting of several lineages, whose members claim lineages, whose members claim common descent from a remotes common descent from a remotes ancestor, usually legendary or ancestor, usually legendary or mythological. mythological. – They are typically composed of several They are typically composed of several
 lineages, are non-corporate descent lineages, are non-corporate descent groups whose members assume descent groups whose members assume descent from a common ancestor but cannot from a common ancestor but cannot trace exact links.trace exact links.
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Patrilineal Descent DiagramPatrilineal Descent Diagram
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Patrilineal Descent GroupsPatrilineal Descent Groups In patrilineal societies the responsibility for In patrilineal societies the responsibility for
 the continued existence of the group falls the continued existence of the group falls on the male members of the group, on the male members of the group, thereby enhancing their social importance.thereby enhancing their social importance.
 Patrilineal descent is the more widespread Patrilineal descent is the more widespread of the two unilineal descent system. of the two unilineal descent system.
 In the typical patrilineal group, authority In the typical patrilineal group, authority over the children rests with the father or over the children rests with the father or his elder brother. his elder brother. – A woman belongs to the same descent group A woman belongs to the same descent group
 as her father and his brothers, but her children as her father and his brothers, but her children cannot trace their descent through them. cannot trace their descent through them.
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Patrilineal DescentPatrilineal Descent
 Among the Han, the Among the Han, the dominant ethnic dominant ethnic majority in China, majority in China, almost all ancestral almost all ancestral temples, or clan temples, or clan houses, are dedicated houses, are dedicated to male forebears, to male forebears, reflecting long-reflecting long-established patrilineal established patrilineal rules of descent and rules of descent and cultural values.cultural values.
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QuestionQuestion
 If you are a member of a patrilineal If you are a member of a patrilineal descent group.descent group.
 A.A. descent is traced exclusively through females.descent is traced exclusively through females.
 B.B. your sisters belong to the same patrilineal descent your sisters belong to the same patrilineal descent group that you do.group that you do.
 C.C. you are likely to live in a horticultural society.you are likely to live in a horticultural society.
 D.D. your brothers belong to the same descent group your brothers belong to the same descent group but your sisters do not.but your sisters do not.
 E.E. you do not have a mother.you do not have a mother.
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Answer: B Answer: B
 If you are a member of a patrilineal If you are a member of a patrilineal descent group, descent group, your sisters belong your sisters belong to the same patrilineal descent to the same patrilineal descent group that you dogroup that you do..
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Tracing Matrilineal DescentTracing Matrilineal Descent
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Matrilineal Descent GroupsMatrilineal Descent Groups In matrilineal societies females are culturally In matrilineal societies females are culturally
 recognized as socially significant. recognized as socially significant. – They are considered responsible for the group’s They are considered responsible for the group’s
 continued existence.continued existence. Matrilineal systems are usually found in Matrilineal systems are usually found in
 horticultural societies in which women horticultural societies in which women perform much of the work in the house and perform much of the work in the house and nearby gardens.nearby gardens.
 Every male belong to the same descent Every male belong to the same descent group as his mother, and a man’s own group as his mother, and a man’s own children belong to his wife’s descent group, children belong to his wife’s descent group, not his. not his.
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White Mountain Apaches White Mountain Apaches and Matrilineal Descentand Matrilineal Descent
 White Mountain Apaches White Mountain Apaches in Arizona are organized in Arizona are organized in matrilineal clans. in matrilineal clans.
 Small groups of these Small groups of these women lived and worked women lived and worked together, farming on the together, farming on the banks of streams in the banks of streams in the mountains and mountains and gathering wild foods in gathering wild foods in ancestral territories. ancestral territories.
 They trace their They trace their ancestry to Changing ancestry to Changing Woman, a mythological Woman, a mythological founding mother.founding mother.
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Other Forms of DescentOther Forms of Descent
 Ambilineal descent: means that an Ambilineal descent: means that an individual may choose to affiliate individual may choose to affiliate with either the mother's or the with either the mother's or the father's descent group. father's descent group. – This provides a measure of flexibility, This provides a measure of flexibility,
 which in turns can introduce a possibility which in turns can introduce a possibility of dispute and conflict as unilineal of dispute and conflict as unilineal groups compete for members.groups compete for members.
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Other Forms of DescentOther Forms of Descent
 Double descent systems, descent is Double descent systems, descent is reckoned patrilineally for some reckoned patrilineally for some purposes and matrilineally for others. purposes and matrilineally for others. – This is a very rare system. This is a very rare system. – Generally, where double descent is Generally, where double descent is
 traced, the matrilineal and patrilineal traced, the matrilineal and patrilineal groups take action in different spheres groups take action in different spheres of society.of society.
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Other Forms of DescentOther Forms of Descent
 Bilateral descent: when descent Bilateral descent: when descent derives from both the mother’s and derives from both the mother’s and father’s families equally. father’s families equally. – Exists in various foraging cultures and is Exists in various foraging cultures and is
 also quite common in many also quite common in many contemporary state societies with contemporary state societies with agricultural, industrial, or postindustrial agricultural, industrial, or postindustrial economies. economies.
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Lineages Lineages
 Made up of consanguineal kin who Made up of consanguineal kin who can trace their genealogical links to a can trace their genealogical links to a common ancestor.common ancestor.
 Marriage of a group member Marriage of a group member represents an alliance of two lineages. represents an alliance of two lineages.
 Lineage exogamy maintains open Lineage exogamy maintains open communication and fosters exchange communication and fosters exchange of information among lineages.of information among lineages.
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Lineage ExogamyLineage Exogamy
 Lineage exogamy maintains open Lineage exogamy maintains open communication within a society, communication within a society, promoting the diffusion of knowledge promoting the diffusion of knowledge from on lineage to another.from on lineage to another.– One advantage of exogamy is that One advantage of exogamy is that
 competition for desirable spouses within competition for desirable spouses within the group is curbed, promoting the the group is curbed, promoting the group’s solidarity. group’s solidarity.
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QuestionQuestion
 In a/an ___________ descent group, In a/an ___________ descent group, membership is traced either through membership is traced either through males or through females but not males or through females but not both.both.
 A.A. matrilinealmatrilineal
 B.B. patrilinealpatrilineal
 C.C. unilinealunilineal
 D.D. doubledouble
 E.E. ambilinealambilineal
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Answer: C Answer: C
 In a/an In a/an unilinealunilineal descent group, descent group, membership is traced either through membership is traced either through males or through females but not males or through females but not both.both.
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ClansClans
 A clan differs from a lineage in that it A clan differs from a lineage in that it lacks the residential unity generally lacks the residential unity generally characteristic of a lineage’s core characteristic of a lineage’s core members. members. – As seen with lineage, descent may be As seen with lineage, descent may be
 patrilineal, matrilineal or ambilineal. patrilineal, matrilineal or ambilineal. Clans may regulate marriage through Clans may regulate marriage through
 exogamy. exogamy.
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FissionFission
 Kinship group’s membership may Kinship group’s membership may become too large to be manageable become too large to be manageable or too much for the lineage’s or too much for the lineage’s resources to support.resources to support.
 When this happens fission occurs. When this happens fission occurs. – Fission: the splitting of a descent group Fission: the splitting of a descent group
 into two or more new descent groups.into two or more new descent groups.
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TotemismTotemism
 Clans, lacking the residential unity of lineages, Clans, lacking the residential unity of lineages, frequently depend on symbols (often called frequently depend on symbols (often called totems)- of animal, plants, natural forces, totems)- of animal, plants, natural forces, colors, and special objects- to provide colors, and special objects- to provide members with solidarity and a ready means of members with solidarity and a ready means of identification. identification.
 Totemism: the belief that people are related Totemism: the belief that people are related to particular animals, plants, or natural to particular animals, plants, or natural objects by virtue of descent from common objects by virtue of descent from common ancestral spirits. ancestral spirits.
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Phratries and MoietiesPhratries and Moieties
 Phratry: a unilineal descent group Phratry: a unilineal descent group composed of two or more clans that composed of two or more clans that claim to be of common ancestry. If claim to be of common ancestry. If only two such groups exist, each is a only two such groups exist, each is a moiety.moiety.
 Phratry members cannot trace Phratry members cannot trace precisely their descent links to a precisely their descent links to a common ancestor, although they common ancestor, although they firmly believe such an ancestor firmly believe such an ancestor existed. existed.
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MoietiesMoieties
 Moiety: each group that results from a Moiety: each group that results from a division of a society into two halves on the division of a society into two halves on the basis of descent.basis of descent.
 Members of the moiety believe themselves Members of the moiety believe themselves to share a common ancestor but cannot to share a common ancestor but cannot prove it through definite genealogical prove it through definite genealogical links. links.
 Phratries and moieties are often Phratries and moieties are often exogamous and so are bound together by exogamous and so are bound together by marriages between their members. marriages between their members.
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Organizational HierarchiesOrganizational Hierarchies
 This diagram shows how lineages, clans, This diagram shows how lineages, clans, phratries, and moieties form an organizational phratries, and moieties form an organizational hierarchy. Each moiety is subdivided into hierarchy. Each moiety is subdivided into phratries, each phratry is subdivided into clans, phratries, each phratry is subdivided into clans, and each clan is subdivided into lineages.and each clan is subdivided into lineages.
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