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A Message to the Field Artillery

I have just completed an extended visit to the scene of the
tests of the

Provisional Infantry Division at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. This
test has

been extraordinarily productive of good and advanced thinking.
The

troops were greatly interested in it, and appeared to enjoy the
opportunity

of exploiting new fields of thought and endeavor in such a
decided break

from long-standardized organization and procedure, and in
the

reconnaissance of new paths. When the reports of the tests are
studied, it

will remain to be seen which of these paths shall be regularly
trodden, and

which shall be abandoned. Above all, there has been much talking
of

"shop" among the artillery and the supported troops, much
discussion of

proper methods of liaison and employment, and enthusiastic
argument,

bringing to light many points of common interest, all so
valuable andinstructive that were the test to have no other
purpose, that purpose would

be well served. Indeed, it is hard to overestimate the worth of
such an

opportunity for expression of professional opinion as this
assembly of all

ranks of the combined arms afforded.

To field artillerymen at posts, camps, stations, and
assignments, on

the mainland and abroad, I commend the value of professional
discussion

and add my best wishes that yours will be a Merry Christmas, and
a

Happy and Profitable New Year.

UPTON BIRNIE, JR.,

Major General, U. S. Army,Chief of Field Artillery.
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VOLUME 27 NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1937 NUMBER 6

The First Army CPXBY COLONEL CONRAD H. LANZA, FA

HE First Army held, this summer,at Fort Devens, Massachusetts,
an

extensive CPX. It was firstordered by the War Department
inDecember, 1935, with the mission oftraining commanders and
staffs, andobtaining recommendations, based upontrial, as to
desirable changes in tactics,logistics, and regulations in case of
war,with special reference to coast defense.The problem was to be a
test fortraining, with no relation to any foreign

power.It was prescribed that the CPX should

be based upon an assumption that theFleet was in the Pacific,
and the PanamaCanal blocked by sabotage. A coalition of

powers, designated as Black, nowdecided to invade the United
States, and

prepared an expedition. The First Armywas authorized to write
the problem,embodying such forces as it might havein war prior to M
plus 60 (which, it was

believed, would be peace strength only).Three areas appeared to
be probable

ones for an invasion by seaNewEngland east of Long Island Sound;
NewJersey, and Chesapeake Bay. MajorGeneral Dennis E. Nolan,
commanding,ordered a reconnaissance of these areas todetermine
which was most suitable for aCPX. In March, 1936, he
selectedsoutheast Massachusetts as the site, and

had the problem's preparation started.Because of his retirement
Major GeneralFox Conner succeeded to the command,and he had the
Army staff moved from

Governor's Island to Boston. It was asmall staffjust two
officersand it did

not take long to install them at the newlocation. A warrant
officer was added. InSeptember, 1936, the problem wassubmitted to
the War Department. Withsome modifications, it was approved, andthe
details were begun. In April, 1937, sixmore officers and some
clerks wereadded, and the problem completed, andtried out in war
games. Two weeks beforethe CPX was to commence, a large forceof
umpires, selected from graduates of theGeneral Service Schools in
so far as

practicable, were convened at FortDevens, thoroughly trained in
the

problem, and familiarized with theterrain.

As the CPX was to be a test ofregulations, it was necessary to
considerthese carefully. The War Department,through GHQ. designates
theaters ofoperation which include the areas in

which combat may be expected. With anenemy coming by sea, it
would beimpracticable to determine in advance

just where the invasion would occur. Forthis case the assigned
theater ofoperations would have to be sufficientlylarge to include
probable landing places.After the landing the theater of
operationscould be reduced and include only theforces employed and
their zones of

action. For the CPX the First Armytheater of operations was its
own area,consisting of the First, Second, and ThirdCorps Areas.

405
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The preliminary phase assumed thatwar commenced on 1 August,
1937. It

was known that an Expeditionary Forcewas preparing, but until
its destinationcould be determined, each Corps Areawas to mobilize
its own forces in its ownterritory, prepared to move on
shortnotice. They were to provide not morethan a reenforced
division, and the coastdefenses, to oppose landings, and to
delaythe enemy's advance until the First Armycould be concentrated.
This period would

be 5 to 7 days.

On 21 August, it became known thatthe Expeditionary Force was
headedtoward the Cape Cod region. The FirstArmy immediately ordered
theconcentration of its forces northwest ofthe Providence and
Boston Railroad, anddirected the I Corps, with the 26thDivision and
some local troops, to opposeand delay the enemy.

The forces available amounted to

159,804 officers and men. Of these 40%

would have to be moved in by rail, 21%

by motor, and 39% were already in or

near to southeast Massachusetts, and

could join by local transportation. The

rail movements required 354 trains, the

first leaving on 21 August, and the last

arriving on 26 August. The concentration

would be completed by morning of 27

August. The tables for this movement

were computed by the Quartermaster

General's office.

Supplies were to be drawn from the

Schenectady General Depot. For

ammunition, equipment, and stores, 800

freight cars a day would be needed. This

caused concern for the protection of

railroad bridges over the Hudson and

Connecticut Rivers, which were within

bombing range. The loss of any of themwould seriously interfere
with supply, and

antiaircraft protection was required at

each of them.

It was realized that protection againstactions by possible
citizens of Black in

this country along our Lines ofCommunications was a problem. In
warthe Corps Areas are to be replaced byCorps Area Service
Commands,independent of the Armies operating,and these were
represented in the CPX.Under our Constitution and statutes,martial
law can not be declared wherethe courts function, and supervision
ofsubversive activities remains the

prerogative of the civil authorities. Oneof the objects of the
CPX was todetermine a method of cooperation forhandling this
problem. Another was therefugee question, which in our densely

populated East was sure to be a seriousone.

The troops in the CPX were thoseactually existing. They were
representeddown to divisions by their presentcommanders, with their
own staffs.

Major General Conner decided to act asDirector, and for the CPX
only, turnedover the command of the First Army tothe next ranking
officer. The troopswere:

First ArmyMajor General F. R. McCoy

I CorpsBrigadier General L. M.Nuttman

9th DivisionColonel W. B. Burtt

26th Division, plus one Bn Infantry

Major General Daniel Needham13d DivisionMajor General M. B.

Payne

II CorpsBrigadier General P. L. Miles

1st DivisionBrigadier General W. C.Short

27th Division, plus 10th InfantryMajorGeneral W. N. Haskell

44th Division, plus 369th InfantryMajor General W. S. Price

III CorpsMajor General A. J. Bowley8th DivisionColonel F. W.
Manley

28th DivisionBrigadier General W. S.McLean

406
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Courtesy of the New York National GuardsmanCopyright General
Drafting Co., Inc., for Socony Vacuum Co.

29th Division, plus 5 Cos. InfantryMajor General M. F.
Record.

Provisional Cavalry CorpsColonel J. K.Brown

2d Wing GHQ Air ForceColonel W. H.Frank

The GHQ Air Force operated from airfields at Syracuse, Utica,
and Albany.

The Corps Area Service Commandand the Coast Defenses totaled
14,126

officers and men, and were not part of thefield army.

First Army headquarters was assembledon 23 August at Fort
Devens. It did nottake over command of the front, leavingthis to
the I Corps, but confined itself toorientation and concentration of
its forces.

The Corps headquarters reported the nextday, and the Division
headquarters on 27August. In the meantime the troops weresupposed
to be arriving.

407
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The terrain involved in the CPXcomprised generally that part
of

Massachusetts from the Cape Cod Canal,which joins Buzzards Bay,
to Cape CodBay, northwest to Worcester. Its chiefcharacteristic is
that farming therein hasceased, and outside of towns and lakesthe
country is densely wooded, mostlywith second-growth timber. The
woodsafford good concealment, while generally

passable for all arms. Roads extend in alldirections; in the
northern sector there arean extraordinary number of them. They

are mostly paved, and generally of 2-lanewidth. There are plenty
of railroads.

The mission of the First Army was toprotect Boston. Its
concentration wasprotected by the I Corps, which was tohold the
enemy southeast of the Boston-Providence line. For this purpose
thereenforced 26th Division was employed.On the morning of 27
August, thesituation was:

Black had landed six divisions inPlymouth Bay and in Buzzards
Bay, ofwhich the 10th, 11th, 12th and 13th had,after light
fighting, driven our I Corps

back to the line Taunton RiverBroctonEast Weymouth.
Twounidentified divisions were in reserve.Black, since the
preceding day, gavesigns of resting, probably to await
areenforcement, reported by the Navy as

enroute, due to arrive late on 29 August,and from the number of
ships and theirsize, estimated to contain six moredivisions with
usual corps and armytroops. Black was supposed to havesubstantially
the same organization as ourforces and to be at peace strength.
Hisforces on shore seemed to have corpstroops, possibly army
troops, and he hadsome mechanized troops to cover hisflanks.

The First Army accomplished itsconcentration without
interference. Itdecided to attack on the morning of 29

August, and in view of its mission drivein the enemy's north
sector away from

Boston, and defeat him before hisstrength was doubled. At least
two dayswould be available for this.

The III Corps was to attack and seizeBrocton, then change
direction to thesouth and advance on Middleboro. The IICorps, on
its left, was to advance throughAbingdon, and then also turn south
to eastof Middleboro. The I Corps withdrew its26th Division, as
others passed throughtheir lines, and placed it in army reserve,and
with two other divisions protected theright of the III Corps by
advancing onTaunton. It was expected that from thenature of the
terrain the II Corps wouldhave the hardest task. To support,
ArmyArtillery was organized, to consist of 4

batteries of 8-inch Howitzers, and 12batteries of 155-mm. GPF's.
This wasgrouped in III Corps territory oppositeBrocton, but could
fire in advance of the

II Corps.Owing to the densely wooded nature

of the country it was expected that theOP's would see little of
importance. Itwas further believed that the 75-mm.guns would be of
little use in thewoods. An artillery preparation wasomitted because
no targets had beenseen, the artillery was weak, and theammunition
was low. The Ordnance

Department reported that 3 days' firewas all that was available,
and that notover 2 days' fire could be expected inthe ensuing week;
that there was noammunition in sight thereafter. Withthis
situation, mass fire on areas wasconsidered impracticable. It
wasdecided to allow the infantry to goahead, and then assist them
by themassed fire of the artillery, as, andwhere, opposition
developed.

According to the plan, the infantry ofthe First Army was to be
deployed asfollows:

408
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BattalionsFront line............................ 27

Regimental reserve............. 22Brigade reserve
.................. 11Division reserve ................. 20Corps
reserve...................... 18Army reserve......................
12

Total................................ 110

Only 25% of the infantry were to beengaged, 75% being in
reserve.

The artillery to support the attackconsisted of:

Pieces8-inch howitzers............. 16

155-mm. GPF's................... 72155-mm.
howitzers............. 14475-mm. guns..................... 360

Total................................ 592

The front of the attack was over 25 miles,or about 40
kilometers. The density of

guns was 14.8 per kilometer, a lowstandard. The 75-mm. guns,
judged toosmall for efficient use in the woodedterrain, formed 61%
of the artillery,leaving only 5.8 heavier guns availablefor each
kilometer of front. These figuresdo not include the antiaircraft
artillery,which numbered seven regiments. Inview of the weakness of
the artillery,GHQ was requested by wire to releaserailroad
artillery guns, especially 12-inch

mortars, from the Aberdeen depot, whichcould be manned for
emergency use byscratch crews.

The decision to attack on the 29th hadnot been foreseen by the
umpires. Theyhad thought the 30th would be chosen,and had planned
on this. They nowannounced that the attack could occur onthe 29th,
but that this date would notarrive until the calendar 30th, the
real

29th being dropped as a maneuver day.This caused some slight
confusion.On the 29th (really the 30th), the

attack was launched. This feature did not

differ from other CPX's except that muchattention was paid to
aviation. The

umpires introduced numerous bombingmissions by both sides, and
numerousreconnaissances. The most important wasthe bombing by GHQ
Air Forces of theenemy convoy at sea, resulting in thedestruction
of about one half of thetransports, and the loss of about
15,000men. The attack was allowed to make amodest gain near Brocton
of not over2,800 yards. Reports received that theenemy was
preparing to use gas

distributed by amphibian tanks broughtout the fact that we had
no gasproofclothing, and no amphibian tanks.

On 30 August, the First Armycontinued the attack, making
moderategains on the left, which weresubsequently lost by a
counterattack. Inthe center Brocton was captured. At theend of the
day it was considered thatBlack had no chance of capturing
Boston

by a direct advance. Apparently Blackthought the same, for he
thereafter shiftedhis main effort to his south flank, andthreatened
Providence. Blackreenforcements landed in Buzzards Bay,and a small
number south of Plymouth.The air reconnaissance indicated that

probably these consisted of 2 and 1divisions respectively.

Black's mission was strategically

offensive. To the First Army, it appearedthat he was
concentrating on his left, andthat an attack in the Taunton area
was

brewing. It would be possible for him tohave 6 divisions on his
left, against 2divisions. A race started to reenforce thesouth
flank.

The CPX had its humorous features.An unexpected number of
inquiries cameinto the Army message center. In one day46 silly
questions were received. Here aresamples:

What is the price of a bus ticket from

409
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Watertown to Albany?

Where is Battery D? I don't know what

regiment.How many Medical detachments are

there in the First Army?

Have you a Manhattan directory?

Can you get me an electric clock for theCommanding General?

Could you get me a map of Pine Camp?

Who is the traffic control officer inTrenton, N. Y.? How can I
call him?

Have you a man who can hold my horse?

What is the code word for "today"?What is a word for "sever" in
4 letters?

What makes the teletype go?

Should the teletype operator leave hisbatteries on charge at
night?

Is August the eighth month?

I sell fish. With whom shall I get intouch?

I returned a runaway horse to the 44thDivision. Where do I
collect my

pension?Some National Guardsman stole some

kittens from me. Where should I go toget them back?

Who owns the high tension wires outsideheadquarters?

Some queer rulings came fromumpires. Examples:

The range of certain batteries wasreduced 3,000 yards, due to
defectivebooster charges.

You are receiving enemy shell fire.Bursts are obviously much
larger than155-mm. Seem to be GPF's.

On 31 August, a severe fightdeveloped near Taunton and
souththereof. Black did make his main effort

here as expected, and he found aninferior force in his front. He
crossed theTaunton River, and extended his line to

within a few miles of Providence. Hehad, during the night, moved
his

mechanized cavalry completely aroundin rear of his army from his
right to hisleft flank. The First Army had done thesame. Black
divided his cavalry, andwhile one part engaged First Armycavalry, a
strong force slipped away,going 40 miles an hour, andaccompanied by
air bombers, movednorthwest. They partially destroyedPawtucket and
Worcester. Late in theafternoon Black counterattacked on his

extreme right, and drove the 1st Divisionback about 1 mile.

On 1 September, Black launched aserious attack between Taunton
andProvidence. The First Army foresaw thisattack, but were able to
place but 3divisions in line against 5. Of these theend division
had 3 Black divisions infront of it. It was an attempt to make
awide envelopment, by holding the center

lightly, and concentrating on bothflanks. The center of the
Black line,

partially protected by swamps, was heldby one regiment of
infantry for adistance of 7 miles. The First Armydivisions were
more evenly distributed.Black made considerable gains in thesouth.
He not only had a 3-to-1superiority in divisions, but
strengthenedthese with 224 tanks, and powerful

artillery support. There was nothing inthe First Army to meet
such aformidable movement. Black advancedabout 7 miles, a gain
which placed thecity of Providence at his mercy.

About 2:00 PM the First Armydecided that it had insufficient
means tomeet the Black advance. It was thought

best to retire voluntarily rather than runthe risk of being
forced back under whatmight develop into a disaster. A

withdrawal to a defensive position about6 to 8 miles back, with
a straighteningout of the line, was ordered.
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The front was shortened from 42 to 28miles, and enabled a
redistribution of

divisions to be made. Five divisions wereto hold the line, and 4
divisions were tobe in reserve; 2 of these behind the sorelypressed
right.

On this day the First Army lost. Manydoubted whether in war a
defensive linecould have been driven back so easily.The method used
by the umpires todecide when troops were to retire waslike this: If
one battalion attackedanother, neither advanced. If one thensecured
the support of a battalion of 75's,the battalion fired at was
assumed to havelost 30% of its personnel by the end of ahalf-hour,
sufficient to permit the other

battalion to advance a substantialdistance.

The fire of 75-mm. guns againstinfantry in woods is not very
dangerous,unless gas is used. If 75-mm. gun firefalls on unobserved
infantry, a movement

of 50 to 100 yards, either forward orbackward, will take them
out of thedanger zone. In a wooded country this isa matter of
seconds, and would be unseen

by opponents.

On 2 September, the last day of thecampaign, the First Army was
foundoccupying its new positions, andaccumulating a reserve to use
later as amass of maneuver. The exercise closed

with Black advancing to the new lines,while endeavoring to
envelop the rightflank of the First Army. The CPX wasover.

The First Army failed to crush itsenemy. On the contrary it was
itselfforced back materially, losingProvidence. The Black
superiority at theend was 11 divisions to 6, as against theopening
day, when he had only 6 to 9.

But Black had all the artillery, tanks, andthe like, required by
the Tables ofOrganization, and unlimited supplies ofammunition. The
First Army had almost

no corps or army artillery, and waspractically without tanks and
many other

things required by a modern army. Underthese conditions, while
it did make gainson the opening day, it was unable todestroy its
antagonist; as new Blacktroops arrived, it lost the initiative,
andhad to fall back.

Perhaps the CPX was intended to bringout this lessonthat guns,
ammunition,aircraft, tanks, armored cars, and suppliesof all kinds
must be on hand when a warstarts. These can not be improvised, and
ifnot ready for issue, it means death to thesoldiers we send to the
front.

The CPX was efficiently controlled bya corps of umpires who
performed theirwork to the satisfaction of all. The exercisewas run
24 hours a day, being continuous.This is the only method that
resembles theworking conditions of war, and trainsstaffs as they
will eventually have to carryon. It was hard going, but it was
worth it,

and the officers who attended left with thefirm impression that
the time had beenwell spent.

COMMENTS

1. Mobilization plans contemplatereorganizations on M day. Here
aresome illustrations: Corps Areas arereplaced by Corps Area
ServiceCommands; service detachments

(QM,Ord, Med,etc.) at each station areto be consolidated into
Service Units.Reorganization involves closing records,transfers of
property and funds,

balancing of service records, andopening new sets of papers. To
do thison M day will be to do it wheneverybody will be extremely
busy. If aCorps Area Service Command is betterthan a Corps Area,
why not organize it

now? If a Service unit is preferable toabout six little service
detachments nowfound at stations, why not consolidatethem right
away?
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2. Our system of designating unitson a map by symbols resulted
in the 1"

maps, the only ones issued, being socovered with symbols, that
in somecases the map couldn't be read. Symbolswere unfamiliar to
some officers, andtime was lost identifying them. Our 1"map is too
small to mark unitsoccupying less than a square mile. Forunits
occupying less space than this a

battery for example to be marked ona map, a larger scale is a
necessity, and1/20,000 maps should be furnished.

Otherwise it will be impossible to locatetargets for artillery
or positions forinfantry.

3. The G-2 system was tested byassumed captured messages written
inforeign languages, including Chinese.There was no trouble with
eitherEuropean or Oriental languages; officerswere available who
could translate them.There was less success as to messages in

code. Only one enlisted man wasavailable for this work; some
messagesfailed to be decoded, although they werein English.

4. Umpire rules requiring all orders(which would ordinarily be
verbal) to bereduced to writing and 5 copiessubmitted on a form,
slowed upoperations, and caused some to omitmaking reports or
issuing orders,

because of the mechanical difficulty andtime required to write
and typewriteeverything said. The forms furnished inthe beginning
were printed on paper sothick that it was impossible to make
5impressions at once, requiring every

paper to be run through twice. Improvedpaper was later to be
had; but twice theCPX was halted, owing to exhaustion of

paper.5. Presumably to bring out desired

situations, Black did things whichappeared improbable and/or
impossible.He unloaded transports at Plymouth,

New Bedford, and in Buzzards Bay.

Plymouth is a beautiful bay, but thechannel had only 15 feet of
water, and

was long, narrow, and crooked. NewBedford has a 29-foot channel,
but noharbor of that depth. One side of onewharf has 22 feet, and
nothing else over14. It would be impracticable forwharves to "be
crowded withtransports." Black, under theseconditions, discharged
cargo at aremarkable rate, including hundreds oftanks, corps
artillery, trucks, and otherimpedimenta. There were even an

extraordinary quantity of dummy planes,which were distributed on
fake air fieldsin an amazingly short time. Then the real

planes themselves were very numerous.Bridge equipment was not
missing, and

bridges were constructed in about to the time our engineers
considered

possible.The fact was brought out that if an

invasion by sea is imminent, railroad

cars, locomotives, and motor vehicleswithin 25 miles of the
coast should beremoved into the interior, and allowed inthis area
only during daylight hours, lesssuch restricted numbers as might
beabsolutely necessary. Supplies within athreatened area should be
reduced to aminimum. Plans should be prepared inadvance to evacuate
the population, ifthis is considered advisable. The people,to avoid
panics, must be advised inadvance what is expected of them.

The GHQ Air Force present was notunder the army commander. The
lattercould request action. The air officerswere of the opinion
that for combat

purposes they ought not to be requiredeither to attack or bomb
enemy forceswhich were within artillery range; theirmission being
to operate against distanttargets. Some officers thought that

Providence could have been saved if theair combat units had been
concentratedon the battlefield to act against theenemy. Some air
officers thought
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that this would be sacrificing important

air units for a temporary advantage, as

another battle might be fought and wonlater, but another Air
Force could not

readily be built up. This divergence of

opinions may require a real war to learn

the correct answer.

With the motor equipment now

available, protection against armored

vehicles raiding in the back areas is most

important. This is particularly so for

batteries. The 75-mm. batteries can

generally protect themselves againstground targets with their
own guns, but

batteries of larger caliber can not readily

do so. Protection against aircraft is also

needed. Headquarters, trains, and service

units of all kinds, as well as the artillery,

need, for close defense, aintiaircraft and

aintitank weapons. To omit them is to

invite raiding parties to attack them.

There was a lamentable lack of artillery.

It was conceded that the 75-mm. gunswould not be very effective
in the densely

wooded country. Some divisions had

nothing else, and of corps and army

artillery there was next to none. One of the

lessons of the World War, confirmed in

later wars, is that heavy artillery with

plenty of ammunition is necessary. It takes

time to produce artillery materiel, and train

its personnel, and if this is not done now,

we run the risk of entering the next warwith much too few guns
and ammunition.

The recent campaigns in Ethiopia,

Spain, and China indicate that close

cooperation is required, and that a

junction of forces is necessary between

the artillery, tanks, and aviation in battle.

There was little of this at the CPX. Our

Air Corps, as previously stated, objected

to combat activity on the battle field, and

we had so little heavy artillery, and sofew tanks, that there
was little to

cooperate. We need guns, tanks, and

armored vehicles. But above all we need

to learn to bring these forces together,

under one commander, for joint action inbattle.

Black was assumed to have landed a

regiment of 224 tanks. Against this we

had nothing comparable, and when they

attacked the umpires ruled that they broke

through our lines, where the fast-moving

armored cars conducted destructive raids

against our cities, industries, and military

services. The absence of antitank

weapons in rear units appeared to be amajor defect, and was
seriously felt.

There was nothing to stop these vehicles.

In raiding, Black used his aviation to

reconnoiter for his raiding parties. They

furnished attack and bombing planes to

reconnoiter, and support ground troops.

In addition to anti-tank weapons,

antiaircraft machine guns are needed by

every unit in a theater of operations.

Railroad artillery has strategicmobility; some types have
tactical

mobilitythey are readily moved, and

easily placed in firing position. We need

more of them.

Engineer railroad battalions were

found necessary to operate railroads close

to the front. It is unfair to expect civilian

employees to risk their lives doing

soldiers' work. The only railroad

battalions we have are Reserve units,having officers only. Our
mobilization

plans should provide, in case of danger,

for immediate mobilization of as many as

we may need. To do this, some Reserve

enlisted personnel is required.

The message center received around

a thousand messages a day. Recording

the data required by current regulations

took so much time that occasionally

heaps of messages accumulated. Amessage center has the same
function as

a post office. If a post office required
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every piece of mail to be receipted for, onentering and on
leaving, and a record

made as to what it was, who wrote it,what the address was, how
it came, andhow it went, we might have difficultyreceiving our
mail. Message-centerregulations need revision. Registry ofspecially
important messages, which areworth delaying to insure safety, could
bemade. For the great mass of letters and

papers, it is more important to deliverthem promptly than to
keep an exhaustiverecord. It ought to be as safe to omit this

as it is with the Post Office Department.The CPX was handled
partly by

officers detailed temporarily to thepositions assigned them.
This wasparticularly the case with the FirstArmy staff, which in
peace consists of

but the commander and two officers.This brought out the point
that the

mobilization assignments of officers islargely based on their
peaceassignments. To be logical, it should bethe other way. The
officers required formobilization should be selected andassigned
first, and their peaceassignments then made. Wherever

possible an officer's peace assignmentshould be the same as his
mobilizationassignment. Where this is not possible,the peace
assignment should have some

relation to the duties to be taken over onM Day. This would
require a radicalrevision of current practices, but theArmy is
maintained for war, and itsduties in war should be the basis
for

peace duties and practices.

THE JOURNAL IN THE FOREIGN MILITARY PRESS

Articles printed in THE FIELDARTILLERY JOURNAL of recent
issueswhich have appealed to the interest offoreign readers are
summarized asfollows:

El Pueblo, a Buenos Aires daily paper,in its issue of September
19, translatedColonel Edward N. Wentworth's "HorseVs. Motorat
Night," which appeared inour January - February number, and
onSeptember 26 commented on articlesappearing in this Journal with
reference tothe 75-mm. gun, M-2.

Wehrtechnische Monatshefte(Germany), in the October
number,reviewed Lt. Col. T. J. J. Christian's "TheProposed Division
Passes in Review" andColonel Allen J. Greer's "ArtilleryMissions
and Doctrines" (FIELDARTILLERY JOURNAL, May-June).

Revista del Ejercito (Mexico), forApril, referred to Brigadier
GeneralLesley J. McNair's "And Now the

Autogiro" (FIELD ARTILLERY JOURNAL,January-February).

Rivista di Artigleria E Genio (Italy),for September, reviewed
Colonel Allen J.Greer's "Artillery Missions andDoctrines" (FIELD
ARTILLERY JOURNAL,May-June).

Revista de Artilharia (Portugal),referred, in the July number,
to thisJournal for May-June, listing "The

Proposed Division Passes in Review,""Artillery Missions and
Doctrines,"Colonel Conrad H. Lanza's "Bridgeheadsof the Marne," and
"Saint Barbara of theBatteries."

Revue D'Artillerie (France), in theAugust and September
numbers,reviewed Lt. Col. A. R. Harris's "FieldArtillery in the
Maneuvers" (FIELDARTILLERY JOURNAL, March-April), and

referred to "The Proposed DivisionPasses in Review," "Artillery
Missionsand Doctrines," and "Saint Barbara of theBatteries" (all
May-June).
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The Proposed Field Artillery Regiment

URING the two months ofintensive and significant field

tests (recently concluded) of the

Proposed Infantry Division popularly

labeled in the press. "Streamlined

Division"the spotlight of military

interest has been focused upon this vital

experiment in reorganization.

By no means has the least attention

centered around the experimental pattern

of the Field Artillery component. It is yet

too early to deduce conclusions and

forecast operation and employment of

this new type of field artillery regiment.

However, the accompanying picture and

roster of officers of the test unit will

prove of particular interest.

PERSONNEL

Commissioned. Of the prescribed

aggregate of 125 officers, 68 are actually

present for duty. (Five artillerymen and

two medical officers are absent from the

photo.) It will be seen that there is a

shortage in assignment of field artillery

officers amounting to about 45%. Two

officers are attached from the 76th FA,

Ft. Warren, Wyo. The following are

affiliated with the regiment as umpires:

Lt. Col. I. Spalding, 2d FA Brig.

Lt. Col. H. Templeton, 76th FA.

Lt. Col. C. M. Tuteur, 12th FA.

Major M. C. Shea, FA.

Captain H. L. Love, 76th FA.

Captain J. M. Reynolds, 76th FA.

Enlisted. Enlisted men for duty on

October 23d numbered 2,333, a shortage

of about 150 from the authorized

strength. The shortage breaks down into

22 medical enlisted men never assigned, a

sick report of under 2% of the command,a still smaller AWOL
list, and normal

attrition since the beginning of the test.

Absences from the test exercises are at

probably the most "irreducible" of

irreducible minima. For the two battalions

under canvas, there is a small mess left

behind for a watchman guard and for the

sick in quarters. For the 15th FA proper,

only 50 men are retained to guard

barracks, keep up post administration,

etc., these not being included in the test

organization.

Organization and armament. The

organization and armament consists of

Hq and Hq Btry, 3 Support Bns, 1 105-

mm. How Bn, attached signal and

medical personnel. Each support battalion

has: Hq Btry and C Tn, 2 75-mm. How

Btrys, 1 81-mm. Mortar Btry. Each 105-

mm. How Bn has: Hq Btry and C Tn, 3

How Btrys.

The proposed effective armament of

the regiment consists of 36 81-mm.

mortars, 24 75-mm. howitzers, and 12

105-mm. howitzers. Actually, for the test,

155-mm. howitzers substituted for the

105-mm. while in the three support

battalions, four batteries were armed with

75-mm. howitzers, and the remaining two

used 75-mm. guns (M-2).

ORIGIN OF UNITS AND

COMPOSITION

The regiment is most decidedly a

composite one. Basically it is the 15th

Field Artillery, 75-mm. gun, truck-

drawn. Each of its two battalions (of two

gun batteries each) was expanded to

include an 81-mm. mortar battery,

415
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FFICERSOFTHEPROVISIONALFIELDARTILLERYREGIMENT

Thenamesandpositionsinthisphotogra

pharegivenonthisandthenextpa

ge.Rowsarenumberedfromthebo

ttomup,andpositionsfromlefttoright.

Capt.EltonF.Hamm

ond,SC(51SigBn)ComO.

Maj.HenryW.Meisch,MC(MC15FA)Surgeon

1stLt.W.L.Morse,MCAsst.Surgeon

Capt.Wm.A.Beider

linden(15FA)C.O.

1stLt.GeorgeM.Co

le(76FA)Asst.S-4

1stLt.BarksdaleHamlett(15FA)Maint.Off.

Maj.HenryB.Parker(15FA)C.O.

Capt.BoyceM.James(76FA)S-2andR.O.

Capt.Chas.N.McFa

rland(15FA)Exec.andS-1

7 1 4 3 5 3 4

2 Absent

Absent

Headqu

artersBattery

1 4 4

Headquarters,

1stBattalion

1 3 3

ROSTERO

FOFFICERS

Regimental

Headquarters

Col.JohnN.Greely(15FA)CommandingOfficer

Lt.Col.JohnN.Hauser(15FA)Exec.

Maj.LawrenceA.Kurtz(15FA)S-3

Maj.JohnMcDowall(15FA)SpecialDutyDiv.

Maj.D.B.Rogers(15FA)S-2

Capt.LeslieF.Young(15FA)Adj.

Capt.BurtonL.Pearce(15FA)Asst.S-2

Capt.JohnF.Williams(15FA)S-4

No. 9 10 8 2 12 6

PositioninPhoto

Row1 1 2

Absent

1 2Absent

2


	
7/31/2019 Field Artillery Journal - Nov 1937

17/82

4 7 1st Lt. Alva R. Fitch (15 FA)S-33 9 1st Lt. James E. Goodwin
(15 FA)Ln. Off.3 10 2d Lt. Oscar A. Kuehne, (Res) (15 FA)S-4 and C.
Tn.

Headquarters Battery and Combat Train, 1st Battalion3 5 Capt.
Walter H. DeLange (15 FA)C.O. and Com O.

Battery A2 3 Capt. Roy A. Carter (15 FA)C. O.3 11 2d Lt. Moylan
M. Laas, (Res) (15 FA)

Battery B1 16 Capt. Walter L. Kluss (15 FA)C. O.3 18 2d Lt.
Horace L. Davisson (15 FA)

Battery C1 8 Maj. Samuel G. Fairchild (12 FA)C. O.4 5 1st Lt.
Robert L. Brunzell (12 FA)4 13 2d Lt. Meredith E. Allen, (Res) (12
FA)

Headquarters, 2d Battalion1 3 Maj. Charles W. Mays (15 FA)C. O.3
2 Capt. Ernest O. Lee (15 FA)Exec. S-14 6 1st Lt. William R. Thomas
(15 FA)S-34 8 1st Lt. Stacy W. Gooch (15 FA)S-2, R. O.

Absent 1st Lt. Urquhart P. Williams (15 FA)S-4, C. Tn.4 10 2d
Lt. William G. Lucey, (Res) (15 FA)Ln. Off.

Headquarters Battery and Combat Train, 2d Battalion2 10 Capt.
Frank A. Lightfoot (15 FA)C.O. and Com O.

Battery D1 13 Capt. John M. Works (15 FA)C. O.3 15 2d Lt. Ben W.
Porterfield (15 FA)

Battery E2 2 Capt. John Gross (15 FA)C. O.3 17 2d Lt. Rollin M.
Winingham, (Res) (15 FA)

Battery F1 15 Capt. Henry I. Ingram (76 FA)C.O.4 1 1st Lt. Roy
E. Hattan (12 FA)4 2 2d Lt. Gerald H. Duin (12 FA)4 11 2d Lt. Max
M. Dworkin, (Res) (12 FA)4 12 2d Lt. Leo B. Burkett, (Res) (12
FA)

Headquarters, 3d Battalion

1 6 Maj. Albion Smith (82 FA)C. O.1 7 Maj. George D. Wahl (82
FA)Exec.2 16 Capt. Albert R. S. Barden (82 FA)S-42 4 Capt. Francis
D. Wood (82 FA)S-1, S-2

Absent Capt. Julian H. Baumann (82 FA)S-32 14 Capt. William P.
Ennis, Jr. (82 FA)RO.

Headquarters Battery and Combat Train, 3d Battalion3 13 1st Lt.
David M. Perkins (82 FA)C. O.

Battery G2 13 Capt. Richard K. McMaster (82 FA)C. O.3 7 2d Lt.
George Ruhlen (82 FA)

Battery H2 1 Capt. Albert J. Hastings (82 FA)C. O.3 12 2d Lt.
James E. Goodwin (82 FA)

Battery I

1 17 Capt. Clayton I. Studebaker (82 FA)C. O.2 15 Capt. William
D. Thomas (82 FA)3 8 2d Lt. Maddry A. Solomon (82 FA)3 6 2d Lt.
Harry H. Critz (82 FA)

Headquarters, 4th Battalion1 8 Lt. Col. H. L. C. Jones (77th
FA)C.O.1 11 Maj. Melvin L. Craig (77th FA)Exec.1 14 Capt. Hugh F.
Conrey (77th FA)S-1, S-44 9 1st Lt. Paul A. Gavan (77th FA)S-2,
S-3, RO.

Headquarters Battery, 4th Battalion1 12 Capt. V. L. Knadler
(77th FA)C. O. and Com O.

Combat Train, 4th Battalion3 16 2d Lt. Edward Kraus (82 FA)C.
O.

Battery K2 9 Capt. Rox H. Donaldson (77 FA)C. O.

2 18 2d Lt. Charles B. Tyler, Jr. (77 FA) Battery L2 11 Capt.
Harold H. Hunt (77 FA)C. O.

Absent 1st Lt. James B. Evans (77 FA)Battery M

Absent Capt. William E. Waters (82 FA)C. O.2 17 2d Lt. Harrison
B. Hardon (82 FA)3 14 2d Lt. Robert H. Adams (82 FA)
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officered and manned from the 12th FieldArtillery. The 1st
Battalion stored its guns

and was armed with 75-mm. howitzers,which cannon are destined
for the 82d

Battery was reorganized to include adetachment of the 51st
Signal Battalion,

Fort Monmouth, N. J., commanded byCaptain E. F. Hammond, S. C.,
a formerfield artilleryman. Service Battery, notincluded in the
test organization, remainsin the post, reduced in strength, as
ahousekeeping detachment. However, itfurnished men and agencies for
the testunit.

Field Artillery after the test. Headquarters

CaFi

ing,

As we go to press, it is learned that t. Wm. R. Taube, FA-Res,
is awarded the

Soldi

418

Two battalions came from otherstations. The 3d Battalion is
basically the1st Battalion 82d Field Artillery, FortBliss, Tex.,
increased by a mortar batteryand built up to strength from the rest
ofits regiment. It was horse artillery at FortBliss; it is
truck-drawn here. The 4thBattalion is basically the 77th
FieldArtillery, Fort D. A. Russell, Tex.,expanded by one battery.
Officers andmen were furnished by the 82d FieldArtillery to bring
this battalion up tostrength.

Such is the field artillery component ofthe test division.
During its short span oflife, this composite regiment
functionedcommendably as a real unit, andrepeatedly demonstrated
its worth fromthe moment of its organization andassembly.

SOLDIER'S MEDAL TO FIELD ARTILLERYMAN

ptain John E. Adkins, Jr., 12th in front of the car which he was
driveld Artillery, Fort Sam Houston,

Texas, has been awarded the Soldier'sMedal. . . . "For heroism
displayed onthe night of January 31, 1937, at SanAntonio, Texas.
Upon seeing that anapparently desperate murderer, armedwith a
pistol, was in the act of attackingmembers of a party riding
immediately

Captain Adkins, with utter disregard ofhis own safety, succeeded
in stoppingthe assault and expediting the departureof the
assailant. This, however, was notaccomplished before one of the
membersof the party had been killed, and theothers, including
himself, had beenwounded."

1st L

er's Medal for heroism in rescuing three persons from drowning
at Westford, Pa.,

May 2, 1937.
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Try This on Your Academic LeaveBY CAPTAIN JOHN A. SMITH, JR.,
FA

T the risk of boring a lot of people

who may be allergic to horse talk

in general, and polo in particular,

I am here and now going to

chronicle a few of the happenings to, and

experiences of, the Field Artillery Polo

Team during a part of this last summer. If

you are one of those referred to, perhaps

you might sit quietly in the cab of your

prime mover and pick up a few backfiresand spark knocks; for we
made much use

of motor transportation to get from place to

place. In fact we might have been termed a

motorized, mechanized, or modernized

polo team, for in the final analysis and

closing chapter of our summer's play our

opponents seemed to have made better use

of their horses than we did. At least the

scores appear to indicate that we were

second best on two important occasions.More about that
later!

After the winning of the Circuit

Tournament at Fort Sill in June, Colonel

McIntyre, after some correspondence

with General Birnie, decided our Field

Artillery School team would participate

in the National Inter-Circuit Tournament

at Chicago in August.

The four members of the team that

won the Circuit Cup at Sill were allinstructors, while the two
substitutes

were assigned to one of the school

regiments.

It was decided the four instructors

would take one of their two months'

academic leave in this manner, and the

other two players would take one

month's detached service.

The drivers for our trucks, and the

members of the Colored Detachment

who were going to take care of our horses,

all had volunteered for the trip in lieu of

taking their regular summer furlough.

We have in the Animal Transport

Department at the School four five-

horse trailers and one six-horse trailer.

The prime movers for these vehicles

are Dodge trucks assigned to the

Second Ammunition Train. The five-

horse trailers are loaded with the

animals standing diagonally toward the

direction the truck is moving, theirheads toward the center of
the road.

The six-horse trailer has separate

compartments for each animal and they

face the direction they are to move.

While traveling we put a hood,

equipped with large goggles, on each

horse to protect their eyes from wind,

dust, and insects.

The saddle and playing equipment,

and the grooms for each group of horseswere transported in the
truck or prime

mover pulling the load.

The men, especially our colored

grooms, were in high spirits on leaving

Fort Sill. They all had great hopes for

their visit to the windy city.

In spite of the fact our horses were

more or less restrained and cramped in

their trailers, they never lacked for

regular stops for water and feeding. They

did not hesitate to drink their fill out of

the watering buckets, and to eat from the

nose bags.

One of our noon halts was made at

Emporia, Kansas, and there on the broad

main street entering the city we were the

center of an interested group of the city's

mild noon-day rush.

An enterprising and most

accommodating operator of a Texaco

filling station had invited our advance

man to use the space in front of and adjacent

419
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R, SMITH, AND RODESCAPTAINS SOLEM, KIEFE

water our horsesco

Sunflower State's hospitality.I'm

local paper,wh

pa

to his station for parking our vehicleswhile the men were having
their lunch ata local hotel. Upon the arrival of theconvoy he had
attached an extra hose toone of the stations's faucets, and not
onlyfurnished us all of the

uld drink, but supervised the filling of

the buckets, and directed the traffic of the"bucket brigade" of
small boys whoinsisted on having a hand in dispensingsome of
the

sure Barnum's elephants neverreceived more attention from the
water

boys than did our ponies, and that too,without a free ticket as
a reward.

The goggles on our horses broughtforth many "Oh's" and "Ah's"
from our

audience, but when the men started fillingthe nose bags, and
putting them on thehorses, our stock rose to the point wherethey
were openly expessing their pride in

the manner in which "their" army tookcare of its horses.

While getting a quick shave we wereinterviewed by a reporter of
a

o apparently knew something abouthorses, and wanted to know a
lot aboutthe army's breeding methods at the

Remount depots. Before we had to excuseourselves we were given,
by the reporter,and by the barber, the good wishes ofKansas in
general, and of Emporia in

rticular that "our" army team wouldshow "those civilians" in
Chicago a thingor two.

The only discord of our brief stay inEmporia was caused by a
bystander'sremark paying tribute to us as the Cavalry,

whereupon he was immediately informedby one of our colored
grooms "we wuz theArtillery and never was the Cavalry."

It may appear I have used a lot of
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space in describing this short stop inEmporia, but it was my
intention to do so.

After all, the main urge for me to describeour summer's
activities was a requestfrom the editor to give him something
alittle different about our trip. I maintain itis different, if I
may get ahead of ourconvoy, to get out and away from routine

post life and with the oil field workersand road gangs of
Oklahoma and Kansas;with the wheat harvesters of the unendingfields
in the grain belt; with the gasolinetank wagon drivers who sold us
fuel (not

purchased from Government funds); withthe strip miners in the
coal fields ofcentral Illinois, and at Pittsburg, Kansas,where they
have the largest steam shovelin the world, with room enough within
its

jaws to house a touring car with a dozenpeople standing about
it; with theunidentified legionnaires who come upand want to talk
army; with the restaurant

proprietors who, even in "Jim Crow"

states, are glad to serve a colored soldier,sometimes in the
dinin the kitchen, but nearly always with the

remark. "Any man that's got on theuniform can eat in my place";
with the

mayor in one instance, and with parkcommissioners and chiefs of
police whotook us into their parks for overnightstops; with an
electric welder operatorand garage mechanic who worked withour
mechanic through the middle of onenight to repair one of our
trailers, who,after we had muttered half-heartedapologies about
getting him out of

bed, remarked that after all that washis business, and that he
had started

out doing the same thing in Franceabout twenty years before;
with theex-service man with an over-militarycivilian salute,
resident of anindustrial community populated withworkers of foreign
extraction, whoaccording to him "Don't know whatkind of government
they want.""However," he continued, "the Legionruns this town, and
makes them like it.

But man! it would be so much easier ifld army around to

tell these guys where to get off at. Iting room, sometimes we
had some of the o

TO SMITH

ht-year-old thoroughbred sired by Tim McGee, issuedd. I don't
recall ever having played a better pony thanof A

RODES BAC

Author's note: The mare I am riding is Flackie, an efrom Front
Royal, and trained by Capt. "Packy" McFarlthis mare. She has
everything that the famous "ChickenDuring the two seasons I have
seen her play, against som

KS

igan"e real

rmy Team fame had, and I believe she is faster.top ponies, I am
sure she has not met her equal.
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MURA PASSES TO FERGUS

Three pairs of ArtillerymenArt Solem, and Lt. Bill Fe us, of the
124th (Solem on "Lucky Pennant," a geldedRemount stallion from Fort
Robinson by "War Pennant") Captain Mura, of the 124th; Homer Kiefer
(on "Dan'sAnn," one of this year's remounts from Front Royal, thoro
ghbred by "Dan IV"); and Lt. Rice, paired with Rodes(on "Bright
Venus," a registered mare by "Warnote," play ng her third year, and
at the top of her game).

sure looks good to see a uniform once ina while"; and on and on
through dozensof stops in busy and prosperous-

appearing agricultural districts andindustrial centers, not to
mention themore sophisticated urban communities,

were particularly well pleased with ourmounts, as we had been
told ouropponents on that day were the best

mounted team in the Chicago area.In our next game in the Oak
BrookCups tournament we drew the One

rg;ui

some of whose residents we met and gotto know through their
interest in polo;and as I started to relate, with these andwith
many more, to understand what theArmy means to all of these people
and torealize the pride Mr. John Q. Public hasin the Army doing a
job well, even if it isevidenced only by their admiration of a

number of well-bred and well-cared-forhorses, or a few trucks
and a handful ofmen passing by.

Mr. Paul Butler, who was to be hostfor the Inter-Circuit matches
at his OakBrook Club, had entered our team in alocal tournament for
the Oak Brook Cups,and we drew our first match against hisRising
Sun team on Sunday, the fifteenthof August.

Our ponies were in tip-top

Hundred Twenty Fourth Field Artilleryon August seventeenth. Our
superiormounts and team play again were toomuch for our opponents,
and we won thissemifinal game fifteen to six.

In the other bracket in the sametournament the Houston, Texas
team whowere to represent the Southwestern

Circuit in the Inter-Circuit Championship,had received a bye and
had won theirother game to oppose us in the finals.

However, the proximity of the Inter-Circuit matches made it
necessary to

postpone the finals of this tournament,and, as will be explained
later, we neverdid play for the cups.

The first game of the Inter-Circuitthe Santa

California, four and thecondition

found east meeting west, with

Barbara,and our team work functioned well, so wehad little
difficulty in annexing our firstgame by the score of eleven to
three. We

Monmouth Country Club team playing onSunday, August
twenty-second. In spiteof the pre-tournament dope the New
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Jersey team outfought the Californians,and beat them by one goal
in an extra

period.We were very much interested in thisgame, for our team
was to play thewinner to determine who was to go intothe finals. We
had drawn a bye in the firstround so that we had only to win
onegame to reach the finals.

On Tuesday, the twenty-fourth, we metthe winner of this game and
found that ourhorses were still "tops" with any string wehad been
up against, and defeated the

Monmouth team fourteen to four.In order to complete the In

decided that some of the preliminarygames of the Twelve-Goal
would be run

been scheduled for Sunday the twenty-ninth. This time the score
was almost

identical with that of our first meeting inthe Oak Brook event
and we emerged onthe long end of a fourteen to six score.

In the meantime the Houston, Texasteam had won its way to the
finals of theInter-Circuit and, on the same day that we

beat the Chicago Artillerymen they hadalso won a game which put
them into thesemifinals of the second tournamentagainst us. So here
were apparently thetwo best teams in both tournaments to

als of the Inter-Circuit ongust twenty-ninth, and then

Championship.Our first meeting brought out the

tim

ter-Circuitplay for the finSunday, Au

and the Twelve-Goal Championship,which is always held the week
followingthe first tournament, the committee

on Tuesday to come back at each otheragain to determine who
would go into thefinals for the Twelve-Goal

off as soon as the teams could play afterthey had started the
Inter-Circuit. As aresult, having drawn the One Hundred

Twenty-Fourth Field Artillery as our firstmatch in the
Twelve-Goal Tournament itwas possible to play off this game
onThursday, the twenty-sixth, before goinginto the finals of the
Circuit which had

largest crowd of the tournament. Everyavailable reserved and box
seat in thewest-side stands that ran the length of the

playing field had been taken before gamee. The east-side parking
spaces were

also filled by the time of the starting bell,with an overflow
crowd on the north endof the field.

ONE FOOT ON THE GROUND

Smith (on "Clifton," a sturdy, fast, Texas cow pony,Dolly Gann,"
a three-quarter thoroughbred from Forthe top ponies of our string,
grand, heavyweight-type.

FOUR HORSES, EACH WITH BU

Left to right: Captain Mura, 124th FA; Referee Calhousired and
raised on the King Ranch); and Rodes (withReno, sired by J.
Garfield Buell). "Dolly" is another ofmare, beautifully trained,
and fast enough for any comp

T

n;"t

any
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THE CHIEF OF FIELD ARTILLERY, THE

DANT OF THE FIELD ARTILLERY SCHOOL,

, Ca

THE FIELD ARTILLERY POLO TEAM WITH

COMMANDANT AND THE ASSISTANT COMMAN

JUNE, 1937

Left to right: Capt. A. E. Solem, Capt. H. W. Kiefe

Major General Upton Birnie, Jr., Colonel C. S. Blak

John A. Smith, Jr.

The setting was most colorful with

such a large crowd, a carpet-like greenfield marked by its red
sideboards, andthe two strings of ponies in the players'inclosures
at each end of the field.

Before the start of the game therewas scheduled a parade of the
players

r

eley, L

and ponies. We were to ride around thesides and ends of the
field in an opencar, while the horses were ledindividually by the
grooms and someBoy Scouts. The horse part of it was all

right, but the parade of our entouragebefore the spectators was
somethingnew to us. However, we got to see a lotof friends that we
probably wouldotherwise not have seen, and from mostof them
received a comforting "Bronxcheer."

There is very little to tell about thegame. The fact that we
were defeated isknown by t

matches. Howev

game each team had sixfouls called on it. The ability of Lt.
HarryWilson, who was playing with theHouston team, to shoot five of
his sixchances, far over our heads, from thesixty-yard line, made a
handicap we

could not overcome. Of our six chanceswe were able to score only
one goal.

Going into the last period the scorewas ten to six against us,
and it appearedto us, as well as everyone else, that wehad no
chance. At that time we had madesix goals from scrimmage while they
hadmade four. Their other six goals had beenmade by the five
penalty shots, and one

iven to them.

pt. P. P. Rodes, Colonel Augustine McIntyre,

t. E. A. Walker, Lt. D. W. Sudduth, and Capt.

The refereeing in all of the matches at

Chicago had been very strict. This is inno way a criticism of
the referee, but itstill remains a fact that such was the case.He
was impartial, of course, on whom hecalled the slightest infraction
of the rules,and during this

hose who followed the

er, it was a very exciting

on handicap that had been g

However, at the throw-in we fished thegame according to the
spectators, and ouralmost-tieing finish had them all on theirfeet
at the final bell.

ball out of the scrimmage, and passed itup to our Number One who
scored a goal.Soon, on another run to the other end
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of the field we had marked up an

additional counter, and after the lineup in

the center of the field and some fast runsup and down the field,
we rang up our

third successive goal.

The score was then ten to nine, and as

has been said, the spectators were all on

their feet making every kind of noise

imaginable encouraging us to make the

tying goal. The fact that we had been so

far away from a chance in the early stages

of the game, and were staging a

comeback made us the favorite at thatparticular moment.

ame ended with one of our

at pleased all of us, and a

lar

on the

result of a "topped" penalty shot

by us from a short distance in front of

their goal, which one of their men

intercepted and ran the length of the fieldfor a score without
any one of our four

players being able to head him off.

Getting back to the finals for the Oak

Brook Cups, we offered to play for them

at this meeting on Tuesday, as well as

counting the game for the semifinals in

the Twelve-Goal Tournament. Our

opponents, however, would not agree to

this, so after talking it over, when it

appeared there would not be sufficienttime for us to play this
game, after the

the cups. Our luck, or whatever it was we

toss and won the trophies.

l

k

As it turned out, there was not enough

time left for us to score the tying goal,

and the g

finals of the Twelve-Goal and get back to

Sill on time, we decided to toss a coin for

players stroking the ball toward their

goal. It had been a grand game to be in,

and the thing th

had been getting heretofore, seemed to

change at this point, and we called the

ge number of our army and civilian

friends, was that our horses had stood upagainst the mounts of
the supposedly best

mounted twelve-goal team in polo.

Our second meeting with them

following Tuesday was a repetition as far

as the results were concerned, but we

accomplished them in a different manner.

In fact, there were three players on our

team with a combined experience of

about fifty years of polo, and none of us

had ever experienced what happened tous in that game. We lost
the game seven

to five. Two of their goals we made for

them, by the ball glancing off of our

players' sticks and taking a turn in the

wrong direction. A third goal for them

was the

After a day's rest for the horses we

departed for Fort Sill, and arrived backhome, without an
accident to any of the

players, grooms, horses or trucks during

the entire trip.

The instructors still have a month's

academic leave coming to them, but

due to the idiosyncrasies of the

regulation that governs the comings and

goings of these pedagogues we are not

only afraid, but are quite sure, they will

never get it.In referring to "we" and "us" in the

foregoing, the following officers made up

our Field Artillery Team: Captains P. P.

Rodes, John A. Smith, Jr., H. W. Kiefer,

and A. E. Solem; and Lieutenants E. A.

Walker and D. W. Sudduth.

oss of its Colonel, Carl A. Shem, who died

first attendance honors for him in August.

Ohio's 135th FA mourns the untimely

October 5, aged 45 years. The regiment too
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BY MAJOR GEN

ODAY, through

E

my office window

t occur to more than a

ha

all be

common. Their similarities exist despite

the great difference between them made

by our beliefor vain hopethat allphysical wars

ilitary

an

a quarter of a

mi

t be. Europe's

most liberal nations would have seen their

republic

nceivably be hedged on

T

RAL J. G. HARBORD

tisfied.

A little while ago I stood with many

others on one of the world's great military

battle boundaries. It was the front of the

nearest German advance on Paris in 1918.

We had assembled there to dedicate a

memorial to American soldiers, who were

the final factor in deciding that this

historic line should run exactly through

that pointand no closer to the heart of

France.

The battles that take place on physical

fields like that and the struggle the

rumble of which we hear daily along

symbolic frontiers have much in

Lives are freely given in both the m

on the fifty-third floor, I hear from

the trenches formed by New

York's buildings the rumble on that front

of a war that goes on forever in every

corner of the earth. Few of the millions

engaged in it in one way or another think

of their part as more than "filling a job."

Except perhaps in their rare romanticmoments, it does no

ndful that this universal war, seldom

free from monotony, is making history.

Yet it does have tremendous significance,

for it is the eternal fight of mankind to

supply his wants; the struggle along the

frontiers of environment. It began in the

era of that cave man who first tried to

devise ways of making his shelter more

habitable. It will never cease because

human needs and hopes can never

sa

borders pushed in. And our own

would quite cocould be avoided, if all men

in all warlike countries would be wiser

than they show any promise of being.

every land frontier by a ring of hostile

steel.

Overcoming those real threats still

d the peaceful engagements; in

building bridges, driving delivery trucks,

and through sickness contracted in

laboratories where the conquest of

disease goes on, as well as before the

guns of armies.

Failure to take or hold a line against an

environmental enemy may decide thefuture of as many behind that
line, as it

ever does in actual warfare.

If the scientists contesting the

advance of influenza across America in

1918 had known how to halt this

invasion finally and conclusively

wherever it hit, more than

llion Americans would have been

saved in that one year. Research men

still are working to devise a strategy that

will defeat this malady. Some day they

will learn the way. Their success against

other diseases which once took terrific

toll is their memorial, marking a

decisive step in the long, slow advance

toward better, safer living.

If the Allied armies had not known

how to block the advance of a war

machine in 1918, the lives of millions of

people living today would have been

darkened. Whatever disillusionment we

suffer in contemplating the existing world

as compared with what idealists hoped for

after the Armistice, the fact remains that

without an Allied victory some countries

that are free now would no
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seems as important to many of our

citizens now as it did

While concentrating attention on theoverthrow environmental

the trench area, and left to be repeated in

ose idea of the

importance of their work did not permitthem to go to war.

ephones were a novelty in most

pa

in 1917 and 1918.

effort to

handicaps

the result

themselve

How

safety by some at home wh

and threats, I am willing to let

s of the World War speak for

s.

far and how fast civilization

moves against its limiting obstacle

depends in large part upon the quality of

its men. In everyday progress personal

valor becomes a comparatively small

factor, for the simple reason that we arenot dealing with a
frontier on which guns

roar. The advances here may stir a few

prejudices and conflicting claims and

cause some pulling back by those

reluctant to abandon old ways. But by and

large the unconquered areas of science

and technology goamid applause from

every sideto anyone who can take and

hold them. It is in the other qualities,

aside from bravery, that are displayed ineveryday life as well
as on the battlefield,

that the hope of the world lies.

I happen to have had the high honor of

commanding typical cross sections of

American men during a critical period in

France, and I know from personal

observation that those necessary qualities

were there, besides unquestioned valor.

They might be summed up as a

combination of well placed selfconfidence, concentrated
energy,

fortitude, flashes of vision, humor, and

realistic doubt.

American soldiers did not think of

themselves as heroes. They were not

romanticists. You did not hear from their

lips ringing phrases like "a war to end all

war" and "a war to make the world safe

for democracy." They had a few

expressions that had a ringing sound, allright, in certain
situations, but these

remarks were not intended for the history

books. Fine sayings were tossed aside in

The boys on the line thought of their

work as a job to be done. First they had to

stop an enemy. Then they had to go

forward and take objectives.

Accomplishing those two things was

what demanded the belief in themselves,

the concentrated energy, fortitude, flashes

of vision, the humor, and realistic doubt

of highflown dreams; as well as bravery.The part these factors
play in ordinary

life is easily seen by a contemplation of

the history of progress. My interest in

radio communication naturally turns me

in that direction for an illustration. Before

the day of Marconi, men had done much

talking about the theoretical possibility of

sending messages over a distance without

wires. Some of the principles had even

been worked out on paper. The youngMarconi saw wireless
communication as

a task to be accomplished, not as abstract

theory alone. He believed he had the

ability to do it, and he had the other

essential qualities. The result was that he

marked a new frontier of science.

Previous movements along the front

on which Marconi gained this height had

been exceedingly slow. Between the

ancient days of the signal fire, therunner, and the tom-tom, and
the year

1844 when the telegraph invented by

Morse was put to work, men had done

practically nothing to speed the

transmission of messages. After the new

impetus had been given by the land wire

telegraph, the determination of Cyrus W.

Field laid the first transatlantic cable.

Bell's telephone was not introduced until

1876. Americans who are now littlemore than middle aged can
remember

when tel

rts of the United States.
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Men who doubted when Marconi

announced at the turn of the century that

he had succeeded in receiving a feeblewireless signal across the
Atlantic, have

lived to see this day in which reliable

radiotelegraph commumunication

connects Am

rts of the world and with ships on every

sea. The first American owned radio

company capable of meeting foreign

competition and guaranteeing our nation

her rightful place in the use of this new

medium was organized after the WorldWar with the encouragement
of our

Government. Events of the war years had

shown the necessity for such an

organization.

Belief in the possibilities of radio,

research, and energy, added rapidly to

knowledge. They led not only to the

present high efficiency of shore to shore

and marine radiotelegraphy, but also to

the introduction and perfection ofbroadcasting, which has pushed
back the

horizons of homes in every

ote section of the United States and in

nearly every other part of the world.

Work in laboratories in America and

elsewhere continues constantly, pressing

forward into still unconquered ground of

radio science. Every year sees strategic

outposts attainedall of which will

contribute their part ultimately inwidening the daily lives of
men.

Television, for instance, has been taken

into the field by

erica for a test under actual working

conditions. In the tests, through reception

checked on experimental receivers in the

homes of members of our technical staff

in the New York City area, many things

have been learned that are vital to the

creation of dependable "sighttransmission." At the same time
the

engineers devoting themselves to the

problemas realistic as doughboysare

searching out every difficulty and flaw.

They will stick to their job until television

reaches a stage at which it is ready for useby the public.

The story of communications is typical

of those in other sectors where advances

are being made. First come the many

centuries during which there seems to be

little possibility of gaining desired

objectives; the era of formulating a vague

hope for the advance, sometimes of

making a few basic inventions. Next the

men of action step into the field andngs begin to move. Slowly
the advance

comes in the early stages, but finally with

increasing rapidity. In modern times there

has been such a culmination of scientific

and technological achievements that there

sometimes seems to be no chance of

going much further. Always the building

is done upon the solid foundation of the

experience of the past. And alwaysas in

the case of radiothe unconqueredterritory ahead of the
investigators holds

promises of new wonders.

Not so long after Columbus in a

hazardous sailing boat discovered

America, the brilliant Leonardo da Vinci

asserted that it was possible for a m

avier than air to fly. He not only

discoursed on the theorypainting,

perhaps, the while, on the smile of Mona

Lisabut also drew a diagram indicatingwhat he believed this
contrivance might

be like. Four hundred years dragged by

before the first plane of the Wright

brothers hopped off under its own power

and skimmed a few hundred feet through

the thin atmosphere above Kitty Hawk,

North Carolina.

A little more than a decade after

Orville Wright made that first jump,

planes were swift, staunch, anddependable enough so that
aviators were

tilting against one another in them, high

above the fields of Europe
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kn

of offsetting the harm

tha

ress is only an illusion,"

the

ights in armor, mounted on mailed

horses, had fought a few centuries before.

Today, less than thirty-five years after thehistoric
demonstration at Kitty Hawk,

airplanes fly through ocean lanes, and

maintain regular passenger and mail

schedules across and between continents.

Pilots guide their course on radio beams

and carry on radio telegraph and

radiotelephone communication with land

stations and with other planes in flight.

Yet those who are in the best position to

know, assert that the day of the plane'sfull glory lies still
ahead.

Only a comparatively short span

separates the present era from that when

the best available doctors, half realistic

searchers after truth and half voodoo

artists, resorted to bleeding as a

practically universal cure-all. The

mastery of yellow fever by the research

of an American army surgeon is only one

of an impressive array of victories by

modern medicine. Yet a vast expanse of

territory remains to be taken in this field

tooa positive cure for cancer and other

highly dangerous diseases, the discovery

of the true function of all the glands, even

a never-failing remedy for the common

cold. The unconquered area in medicine,

despite the brilliant accomplishments of

our generation, is a very large one.

Some grandsons of American pioneers

who endured privations and at times ascarcity of food blame part
of their

present trouble on a strange new

economic ill called "over production."

The capacity to turn out food, houses,

clothing, and other things for which men

have always sought, was increased so

rapidly by the machine age that

distribution was thrown out of gear.

While some alarmists cry that we already

have reached a situation in which millionsmust be permanently
kept out of

employment, faster and more efficient

machines are being perfected.

In every aspect of human

achievement carping critics find

something to deplore. Moans about the"impossibility"

t "over production" brings with its

blessings are matched by the unmanly

whines of those who assert that all the

advances of science and technology

come to naught, in the last analysis.

They speak as if this old world had run

down and there were no future in

employing the virtues or following the

paths that have brought success in the

past. At one extreme are those who are

willing to halt where they are, accepting

the best terms that will be granted them

and sacrificing gains for which other

men have died. At the other extreme are

the radicals who believe they have the

panacea in a departure from all previous

experiencethe visionaries who see

impossible cloudlands ahead, to be

attained by untried methods only.

"Suppose medicine has found a wayto prevent plagues," say the
advocates of

the "World-is-run-down" philosophy.

The plagues that once decimated

populations were nature's device for

weeding out those who were not fit to

survive. Continue to protect the

susceptible and the incompetent until

they reach maturity and have children

and you will develop a race that is

pitifully vulnerable to disease. Some daypestilence will find a
foothold in this

throng of weaklings and mow them

down. Then, in the absence of law to

prevent the reproduction of the

incompetent, the so-called "backward

races" will inherit the earth.

"Human prog

most extreme iconoclasts continue.

"What we have attained is only a surface

glitter. The experience of countless menwho have lived and died
before us has

taught us nothing really fundamental. In

that sense, all men have died in vain."
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Without tracing in detail these

complaints against the contributions of

those who believe in themselves and dothings, the fact exists
that the temporary

upsets that come incidentally with the

advancement of experience and

knowledge are offset in the long run by

wider knowledge itself. Granting even the

doubtful premise that protective medicine

will leave us open to fatal attacks by

epidemic disease, it must also be apparent

that the increased skill of medicine

provides new ways of fighting them.When they hear these
predictions of

woe, military men can think of a

comparison in their own field. For years

we heard the forecast that the

mechanisms of destruction had reached

such perfection that another war would

kill practically every man engaged in it

and would leave no important building

standing in the combatant countries. That

was put to a test on a large scale in theWorld War. The losses
in men and

property mounted to totals that were

terrible to contemplate. But the casualties

in proportion to the number of men in the

armies and the destruction of property in

relation to the entire physical property of

the embattled nations were far below that

of many ancient wars.

For every device of offense produced

in a scientific and mechanistic age,knowledge and skill soon
creates a

counteracting method of defense. Bomb

proof shelters keep pace with the

increased power of bombs. If

motorization enables an army to assemble

troops and strike quicker from a greater

distance on land than ever before, radio in

observation planesthe commonest of its

many possible uses in warforewarns

against the impending attack. Against theincreasing speed and
range of invading

aircraft is set the invention of new guns to

protect against an invader. It

de known publicly that defense guns

which are now under test employ a radio

principle to keep their muzzles aimedstraight at the roar of a
plane's motors. In

practice, it is revealed, they make the

number of hits scored by antiaircraft arms

in the World War look like the target

record of a nearsighted dowager dragged

into a shooting gallery to try her luck for

the first time. The advantage still remains

with the defense. Just now the increased

power of the air seems to guarantee that

the great conscript armies of 1917-18have disappeared from the
battlefields of

the future. They can no longer be

assembled or supplied in such masses.

Cordination of movements on such a

scale is no longer possible.

Another precept of warfare that

continues to be true although aviation

gets more headlines, and probably always

will, is that wars still are wonfinally

by soldiers with their feet on the ground,who take and hold
territory. No military

invention, however ingenious, can ever

take the place of soldiers. When the line

does not hold or when an expected

advance does not materialize, the failure

can be traced to human beings. Modern

equipment is necessary to win a modern

engagement, but there must be men of

stamina there who know how to use it to

fullest advantage.Turning to peaceful pursuits we find a

comparable situation. It is generally in

our failure to make best use of scientific

and technological advances that the fault

ultimately lies if such advances leave us

disappointed. Any conceivable forward

p in peaceful knowledge and skill is a

good thing if we know how to apply it

rightly, and if we acquire the knowledge

and skills that should come with it todefend ourselves against
its doubtful

byproducts.

Our civilization is not in rever
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no

ssibilities of

da

r do we need to turn to a new direction

to assure its future progress. What is

demanded is more of the well placed selfconfidence, the
concentrated energy,

fortitude, flashes of vision, humor, and

realistic doubting of dreams, already

mentioned. We need a large proportion of

readiness to do the job that is in front of

us, the capacity to face unadorned facts;

and less talk based on romanticism and

abstract theory. If we apply those

qualities in full measure, the experience

and achievements of all the men who

have died before our day and the work of

the men who are striving in the present

can be put to their fullest use.

A belief of individuals in their own

abilities and their own responsibilities, and a

critical appraisal of alluring theories, would

counteract the trend toward trust in dictators

that has left only a few republics on earth.

The citizens of the regimented nationsshould have realized
before they submitted

to the loss of their freedom that the solution

of economic maladjustment cannot come

from magic governmental formulas.

In the great republics like ours the

characteristics that make for real

advances remain unfettered. They still

have a free press, scientific research that

is free from racial prejudice or political

hindrance, and greater freedom in

business opportunity than exists in other

parts of the world. Our own nation has set

an example in developing radio, the most

modern means of mass information, as an

independent enterprise, thus far

unmenaced by government ownership.

The greatest hope of future conquests in

the region beyond the present frontiers of

general knowledge, science, andtechnology seems to me to exist
in the

remaining democracies.

To lead the march beyond existing

environmental boundaries, the citizens of

these countries must hold
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