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PASSIVITY

IN RELIGIONAmong you there are people who

lag behind, and if you encounter a setbackthen they say, "Allah
has blessed me in

that I was not there with them."

(QURAN, 4:72)

HARUN YAHYAJune 2005
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Now writing under the pen-name of HARUN YAHYA, he was bornin
Ankara in 1956. Having completed his primary and secondary edu-

cation in Ankara, he studied arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan
University

and philosophy at Istanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has
pub-

lished many books on political, scientific, and faith-related
issues.

Harun Yahya is well-known as the author of important works
disclos-

ing the imposture of evolutionists, their invalid claims, and
the darkliaisons between Darwinism and such bloody ideologies as
fascism

and communism.

His penname is a composite of the namesHarun (Aaron) and
Yahya

(John), in memory of the two esteemed Prophets who fought
against

their people's lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on the his
books' covers

is symbolic and is linked to the their contents. It represents
the Qur'an(the final scripture) and Prophet Muhammad (saas), last
of the pro-

phets. Under the guidance of the Qur'an and the Sunnah
(teachings of

the Prophet), the author makes it his purpose to disprove each
funda-

mental tenet of godless ideologies and to have the "last word,"
so as to

completely silence the objections raised against religion. He
uses the

seal of the final Prophet, who attained ultimate wisdom and
moral per-fection, as a sign of his intention to offer the last
word.

All of Harun Yahya's works share one single goal: to convey
the

Qur' an's message, encourage readers to consider basic
faith-related is-

sues such as Allah's Existence and Unity and the Hereafter; and
to ex-

pose godless systems' feeble foundations and perverted
ideologies.

Harun Yahya enjoys a wide readership in many countries,
fromIndia to America, England to Indonesia, Poland to Bosnia, and
Spain to
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Brazil. Some of his books are available in English, French,
German,

Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Russian,
Serbo-

Croat (Bosnian), Polish, Malay, Uygur Turkish, and
Indonesian.

Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works have
been

instrumental in many people recovering faith in Allah and
gaining

deeper insights into their faith. His books' wisdom and
sincerity,

together with a distinct style that's easy to understand,
directly affect

anyone who reads them. Those who seriously consider these
books,

can no longer advocate atheism or any other perverted ideology
ormaterialistic philosophy, since these books are characterized by
rapid

effectiveness, definite results, and irrefutability. Even if
they continue

to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence, since these
books re-

fute such ideologies from their very foundations. All
contemporary

movements of denial are now ideologically defeated, thanks to
the

books written by Harun Yahya.This is no doubt a result of the
Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The

author modestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search
for

Allah's right path. No material gain is sought in the
publication of

these works.

Those who encourage others to read these books, to open
their

minds and hearts and guide them to become more devoted servants
ofAllah, render an invaluable service.

Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to
propa-

gate other books that create confusion in people's minds, lead
them

into ideological chaos, and that clearly have no strong and
precise ef-

fects in removing the doubts in people's hearts, as also
verified from

previous experience. It is impossible for books devised to
emphasize

the author's literary power rather than the noble goal of saving
people
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from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubt
this can

readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's books is to
overcome

disbelief and to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values. The
success

and impact of this service are manifested in the readers'
conviction.

One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the
continu-

ing cruelty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast
majority of

people is the ideological prevalence of disbelief. This can be
ended

only with the ideological defeat of disbelief and by conveying
the

wonders of creation and Qur'anic morality so that people can
live by it.Considering the state of the world today, leading into a
downward spi-

ral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly this service
must be pro-

vided speedily and effectively, or it may be too late.

In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role.
By

the will of Allah, these books will be a means through which
people in

the twentyfirst century will attain the peace, justice, and
happinesspromised in the Qur'an.
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Passivityin Religion

Among you there are people who

lag behind, and if you encounter a setback

then they say, "Allah has blessed me in

that I was not there with them."

(QURAN, 4:72)

HARUN YAHYAJune 2005
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T O T H E R E A D E R

A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the theory of
evolution

because this theory constitutes the basis of all anti-spiritual
philoso-phies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact of creationand
therefore,Allah's Existenceover the last 140 years it has caused
many people toabandon their faith or fall into doubt. It is
therefore an imperative serv-ice, a very important duty to show
everyone that this theory is a decep-tion. Since some readers may
find the chance to read only one of our

book, we think it appropriate to devote a chapter to summarize
this sub-ject.

All the author's books explain faith-related issues in light of
Qur'anicverses, and invite readers to learn Allah's words and to
live by them.All the subjects concerning Allah's verses are
explained so as to leaveno doubt or room for questions in the
reader's mind. The books' sincere,plain, and fluent style ensure
that everyone of every age and fromevery social group can easily
understand them. Thanks to their effec-tive, lucid narrative, they
can be read at one sitting. Even those who rig-orously reject
spirituality are influenced by the facts these booksdocument and
cannot refute the truthfulness of their contents.

This and all the other books by the author can be read
individually, ordiscussed in a group. Readers eager to profit from
the books will finddiscussion very useful, letting them relate
their reflections and experi-ences to one another.

In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute
to the publi-cation and reading of these books, written solely for
the pleasure ofAllah. The author's books are all extremely
convincing. For this reason,to communicate true religion to others,
one of the most effective meth-

ods is encouraging them to read these books.

We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other
books atthe back of this book. His rich source material on
faith-related issues isvery useful, and a pleasure to read.

In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find the
author'spersonal views, explanations based on dubious sources,
styles that areunobservant of the respect and reverence due to
sacred subjects, norhopeless, pessimistic arguments that create
doubts in the mind and de-

viations in the heart.


	
8/14/2019 harun yahya islam - passivity_in_religion - copy

11/114

CONTENTS

Introduction 10

The Passive Among the Muslims 13

What the Passive Aim to Do Among the Muslims 17

How Do They Aim to Demoralize Muslims? 33

The Characteristics of the Passive 50

Conclusion 86

The Deception of Evolution 88


	
8/14/2019 harun yahya islam - passivity_in_religion - copy

12/114

10

Introduction

The dictionary defines passive as "not active or not
participat-

ing perceptibly in an activity, organization, etc." and "inert."
Whenone refers to another as a "passive person," he means someone
who

lacks zeal, who is not concerned with the outside-world, or
with

the problems and trials of others, and who makes no effort to
seek

solutions to their problems. One who is passive lives unto
himself,

immersed in his own little world. This book explores the nature
of

this human type, one who consciously adopts this lack of
commit-

ment, a degree of moral depravity which he then tries to impart
to

the rest of the community. When commenting on this sort of
char-

acter, we will refer to him as a "passive" person, that is, "one
who

advocates passivity."

Some, among the Muslims, are of a temper that is contrary to

the zeal and enthusiasm expected of the believers. Far from
feeling

the motivation endowed by faith, and believers' inner
contentment

and peace, these people lead dull and selfish lives. They are
loath to

involve themselves in any attempt to live according to the
morality

of Islam, but watch such efforts instead from a distance, being
re-

luctant to grasp Allah's greatness, and to adopt the higher
princi-

ples espoused in the Qur'an. Vitality is found neither in that
which

they do, nor in their understanding of faith.

They are devoid of those attributes of moral perfection
thatplease Allah, such as loving-kindness, sincerity, and loyalty.
With
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their lack of enthusiasm and passivity, which they
deliberately

make apparent, they are aloof, insensitive and overly formal,
and

are those with whom it is impossible to establish close
bonds.

Above all else, they are lacking in fear of Allah, being
instead

highly prone to treachery. Allah informs us about these
character

traits in the following verse;

Among you there are people who lag behind, and if you en-

counter a setback then they say, "Allah has blessed me in

that I was not there with them." (Surat an-Nisa, 72)

In several other verses, Allah introduces us to these people,
asthose who strive to wreak the zeal of the Muslims, in
communicat-

ing the morality explained in the Qur'an, by "lagging
behind."

These verses provide important information that will help us
per-

ceive the real intentions behind their suspect aloofness.

Such people, who aim to demoralize the Muslims, while living

amongst them, may maintain they believe, but exhibit the
attitudes

of the hypocrites and those with a sickness in their hearts. Or,
theymay be of weak faith, and have not properly grasped its
meaning,

and failed to justly assess Allah. Despite being among
believers,

these people are deficient in their understanding of the
morality of

Islam, and how to live by it, and wish too for other Muslims to
be-

have as they do. Apart from these, among the unbelievers and

those who are ignorant of religion, there may also be found
such

who make every effort to undermine the Muslims' resolve and

morale. These people will act openly or furtively to
accomplish

their aims. For instance, the hypocrites, and those with a
disease in

their hearts, may cooperate with the unbelievers against the
believ-

ers. Their goal, ultimately, is to harm the believers. And,
through

devious insinuations, by being negative in speech or in action,
they

may aim deceptively to demoralize the believers.Nevertheless,
these people often have certain characteristics in

Introduction

11
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common. Whether they are amongst the believers, or
elsewhere,

these people mentioned above consistently exhibit these
character-

isticsit is inevitable. Effectively, poor wisdom, lack of
insight, in-dolence, fearfulness, treachery, deceptiveness, greed,
negativity,

lack of love, pride, jealousy, all vices the sincere believers
carefully

avoid become their salient features. Whether they are together
or

apart, it is these common traits that allow them to ally
themselves

against the believers.

Basically, this book will examine both the overt and subtle

methods employed by those who live amongst the Muslims, butwho
strive to demoralize them. And, it will deal with the
attributes

of those unbelievers who are prone to ally themselves with
such

people. In this regard, this book will expose all those
character-

types who aim to deflate the zeal of the Muslims. Finally, it
will ex-

plain that what is incumbent upon the Muslims is to further
the

intellectual struggle, as mentioned in the Qur'an, against these
ill-

willed people, who strive to promote passivity and idleness
among

the Muslims.

PASSIVITY IN RELIGION
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The Passive

Among the Muslims

Muslims are sincere people who devote their lives to

earn Allah's good pleasure, in hope of attaining

Paradise. This goal instills them with vitality and

zealousness and keeps them vividly alert throughout their
lives.

No matter what conditions they find themselves in, their
zealnever abates; they are continually sincere and submissive
towards

Allah, and scrupulously observe Allah's commands and
prohibi-

tions. One who sincerely believes in Allah believes with all
cer-

tainty that each of the myriad of systems in the universe is
under

Allah's control, and that He creates ease after each hardship.
This

fact is related in the Qur'an as follows:

For truly with hardship comes ease; truly with hardshipcomes
ease. (Surat al-Inshirah, 5-6)

Allah does not demand from any self more than He has

given it. Allah will appoint after difficulty, ease. (Surat
at-

Talaq, 7)

Muslims believe with certainty that Allah's promise is true.
They

remain conscious that every aspect of that which happens is
pre-de-

termined according to a plan and purpose, and thus is to lead
tosome ultimate good. This is the sort of faith unique to people
who

13
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believe in Allah with certainty, and know that the Qur'an is the
true

revelation. As a result of this conviction, Muslims remain
energetic

and eager. As Allah informs us in the Qur'an, they "compete
indoing good."

Race each other to forgiveness from your Lord and a Garden

as wide as the heavens and the Earth, prepared for those

who do their duty. (Surah Al Imran, 133)

You who believe, be steadfast; be supreme in steadfastness;

hold yourselves ready; and heed Allah; so that hopefully

you will be successful. (Surah Al Imran, 200)

They believe in Allah and the Last Day, and enjoin the right

and forbid the wrong, and compete in doing good. They are

among the righteous. (Surah Al Imran, 114)

True Muslims are distinguished from others by their zeal and

enthusiasm for earning Allah's good pleasure and adopting

moral perfection. But, what some who call themselves
"Muslims"

say, and what they actually harbor in their hearts, may
differ

greatly. One who claims to be a Muslim may in actually be of
poor

faith; furthermore, at some future time, he may develop
serious

doubts about the existence of Allah and the Hereafter. In Surat
al-

Hajj, verse 53, Allah informs us of these people as "those
whose

hearts are hard" and "those with sickness in their hearts."
In

spite of their bearing witness to Allah's signs, they fail to
show

even the faintest desire to achieve sincere zeal or to attain
moralperfection. Still, they may pretend to experience the
qualities of

Islam by imitating Muslims.

While, on the one hand, they aim to present themselves as
true

Muslims, they may, otherwise, attempt to impart their
misguided

opinions to the true Muslims. They aim to promote as
acceptable

a manner of life distant from the religion; they may also,
through

various means, endeavor to lead the believers astray. However,no
matter what they scheme, they cannot damage Allah's reli-

PASSIVITY IN RELIGION
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gion, harm His sincere servants, or deviate them from the
right

path. In due time, Allah will make known the sickness that was
in

their hearts:

Or did those with sickness in their hearts imagine that

Allah would not expose their malevolence? (Surah

Muhammad, 29)

As we will explain in detail in the following sections, these
peo-

ple, who scheme secretly to bring about passivity and
idleness

among the believers, will never accomplish their goals. In any
case,

when they finally make known their real intentions, the
Muslimsare not taken by surprise, for, by Allah's will, long before
they had

revealed their insincerity, out of insight and wisdom, the
Muslims

would have recognized their poor faith and the sickness in
their

hearts. Their passivity never affected them; on the contrary,
they ad-

monish them, in the light of the verses. In compliance with the
com-

mand of the Qur'an, "Allah knows what is in such people's
hearts

so turn away from them and warn them and speak to them withwords
that take effect" (Surat an-Nisa', 63), they talk to these peo-

ple in an influential manner.

However, despite the good intentions and best efforts of the

Muslims, most of these people continue in their unbelief. Allah
in-

forms us about the condition of these people as follows:

Who could do greater wrong than someone who is re-

minded of the signs of his Lord and then turns away from

them, forgetting all that he has done before? We have

placed covers on their hearts, preventing them from under-

standing it, and heaviness in their ears. Though you call

them to guidance, they will nonetheless never be guided.

(Surat al-Kahf, 57)

It is incumbent upon the sincere believers to alert others to
this

serious threat. In one verse, Allah says, " Do not let those
who

have no certainty shake your firmness" (Surat ar-Rum, 60). For
this

The Passive Among the Muslims
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reason, Muslims must refrain from passivity and all acts that
give

such an impression, and warn those who encourage others to

adopt such reprehensible disposition. For Allah informs us that
theend of those who strive in preventing others from living by the
val-

ues of the Qur'an is as follows:

But people who strive against Our signs, trying to nullify

them, such people will be summoned to the punishment.

(Surah Saba', 38)

But as for those who strive against My signs and try to

thwart them, they will be the Companions of the Blazing

Fire. (Surat al-Hajj, 51)

PASSIVITY IN RELIGION
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What the Passive Aim to

Do Among the Muslims

One of the primary dangers caused by passivity is the

condition which those who advocate it strive to foster

among Muslims. The covert message which those

who give priority to their own interests over the Muslims' and
that

of Islam strive to convey, with their acts and opinions,
particularly

to those who are weak in character, is something for which
Muslimsof conscience must be careful. To understand the meaning of
this

message, one needs to make a thorough examination of the
charac-

ter traits and mentality of the advocates of passivity, for they
may be

using Allah's name only to further their own interests, falsely
as-

suming that they can build their agenda on this false piety. In
conse-

quence, after becoming aware of the detrimental results of
the

indoctrination efforts of the passive, it is of vital importance
thatMuslims remain attentive to such attempts and take the
necessary

measures. People of such deviance also lived in our Prophet's
(saas)

time, and not only did they not avoid fight but also made every
ef-

fort to hinder Muslims from striving in Allah's way. Allah
informs

us about these people as follows:

Allah knows the obstructers among you and those who say

to their brothers, "Come to us," and who only come to fight
a

very little. (Surat al-Ahzab, 18)

17
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long-term solutions. When we consider the fact that these
problems

arise from the implementation and practice of irreligious
ideologies,

it becomes obvious that the solution lies in the immediate
prolifera-

tion of the Qur'an's morality. One verse reads:

What reason could you have for not fighting in the way of

Allahfor those men, women and children who are op-

pressed and say, "Our Lord, take us out of this city whose
in-

habitants are wrongdoers! Give us a protector from You!

Give us a helper from You!"? (Surat an-Nisa', 75)

This being the case, if people who are passive attempt to
pro-

voke believers into lethargy, to hinder them from taking part in
the

very important intellectual struggle, or instill in those of
weak-char-

acter the false notion that this struggle is unimportant, then
they

must be considered as a very serious threat. For these reasons,
it is

necessary to expose their methods, both overt and covert.
Against

their misleading insinuations, their laziness and ineptitude,
the best

response is to nurture positivity in oneself and in other
Muslims,and to work with zeal, enthusiasm and goodwill. The
command

stated in the verse, " spur on the believers" (Surat an-Nisa',
84)

expresses an important responsibility upon the believers,
which

will be one of the most effective hindrances against the
wicked

machinations of the people in question.

In the following pages we will analyze the real aims of
those

who prefer to remain passive.

They Want to Disseminate Their Deviant

Interpretation of Religion Throughout the Society

Those who strive to mislead the believers into passivity are
af-

flicted with a deviant understanding of religion, one which is
en-tirely removed from the morality in the Qur'an. A telling
attribute of

What the Passive Aim to Do Among the Muslims
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this understanding is their tendency to observe some commands
of

the religion but disregard others. That is, as the verse, "Among
the

people there is one who worships Allah right on the edge."
(Suratal-Hajj, 11) maintains, they do not have true faith.
Consequently,

they fail to fully live by the commands of the religion.

In every instant of their lives, the sincere Muslims live by
that

which Allah describes in the Qur'an. From their understanding
of

the necessity of the cleanliness of the food they prefer, to the
love

and respect they show to other believers, to their loyalty and
self-

lessness, they share a common moral code and lifestyle that
con-sists of hundreds of attributes unique to believers. Though a
true

believer can make mistakes, he nevertheless aims to perfect all
of

these values, without exception. However, those who advocate

passivity assert that one can still be a Muslim without living
by all

the commands of the religion as Allah describes in the Qur'an.
Due

to this deviant belief, which is utterly incompatible with
the

Qur'an, they are devoid of many of the attributes unique to the
sin-

cere believers.

They do not fully commit themselves to the deeds they take
up;

they do them simply not to stand out among the Muslims. It is
rare

to see them show forth the attributes of moral perfection, such
as

unconditional obedience to Allah and His messenger, modesty,
sin-

cerity, the profound love and respect felt for believers,
loyalty, self-

sacrifice, devotion and so on. For instance, they find it hard
to

make self-sacrifices, one of the true attributes of believers,
for it de-

mands renouncing one's own interests but giving priority to
those

of others. For those who have little fear of Allah, or who are
totally

devoid of it, it is difficult, and even distressing. For this
reason, if

they are required to perform a self-sacrifice, they do the
minimum

they can, and only for show. These people do not exercise their
con-science as sincere believers do, but live self-centeredly. When
their

PASSIVITY IN RELIGION
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life is compared to that of a sincere believer, who conforms to
the

guidance of his conscience at all timesfrom the most trivial to
the

most importanttheir condition is deficient.

The criterion for a person of faith is Allah's consent. The
purpose

of the passive people, however, is to deceive others without
detri-

ment to their own interests. Merely to be seen as a religious
person,

who pays attention to a number of responsibilities, is
sufficient for

such people. To this end, they may fulfill their salat
(prayers), fast,

give alms to the needy from time to time, or comply with other
so-

cial obligations. However, they at no time participate in the
intellec-tual struggle for the sake of Allah, and avoid activities
that require

them to exercise their wisdom and insight.

They devote themselves to deriving the maximum benefit by
ex-

erting the minimum effort. They also promote this type of
thinking

of theirs to others around them. Undoubtedly, what they
consider

as benefit is truly trivial. Rather, one who is willing to
engage in

good deeds for Allah's sake conducts himself with conscience.
Allah

informs us that those who think it of benefit to themselves to
de-

ceive others, and take advantage of them, are in a great
self-delu-

sion. Our Lord says:

They think they deceive Allah and those who believe. They

deceive no one but themselves but they are not aware of it.

(Surat al-Baqara, 9)

The sincere believers, on the other hand, devote all their
re-

sources to spread the moral perfection described in the Qur'an.
One

of the most significant criteria of sincere faith and obedience
to the

messenger is one's zeal, enthusiasm and ability to render
self-sacri-

fices. Aware that pleasing Allah is the real goal, Muslims are
guided

by their conscience; they exercise their conscience in their
jobs or

schools, when shopping, eating or chatting. This careful
attentionenhances their wisdom, compassion, mercifulness and
modesty.
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They continually put their trust in Allah, and pay attention to
the

needs of others. It is, on the contrary, very rare to recognize
these

features in those who are indolent in their embrace of the
moralityexplained in the Qur'an. Their choices are often based on
personal

preferences rather than their conscience.

They Aim to Wreak the Muslims' Strength and

Demoralize Them

One of the primary aims of those who are hypocritical in
char-

acter, though living amongst the Muslims, is to damage the
religion

and harm the Muslims. In compliance with the verse, " their

scheming will not harm you in any way. Allah encompasses
what

they do." (Surah Al Imran, 120), even though they can never
harm

the believers, they nevertheless expend every effort to do
so.

Their engaging continually in good deeds is an importantfeature
of the believers. With the hope of attaining Paradise and

earning Allah's consent, believers embark on a good task
imme-

diately after completing another. Those who try to
demoralize

the believers, on the other hand, procrastinate as long as
they

can, hoping to impede the Muslims. By taking their time, and

thus being distracting, they assume they can at least delay
the

good deeds in which the believers engage. At first sight, it
mayseem that this procrastination may prove a loss of time for
be-

lievers and thereby accomplish the intended aim of such
people.

However the truth is otherwise when considered in light of
the

Qur'an. For the faithful, it is the intended purpose of a
deed

which is important, rather than its method. In other words,
be-

cause a believer expends effort only to earn Allah's consent,
by

Allah's will, he still earns rewards while he tries to remove
the

impediments set on his way by the passive. In the Hereafter,
also,
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he hopes to attain the best of rewards from Allah.

In order that they may take their time and promote lethargy

among the Muslims, passive people aim to involve Muslims in
their

own issues. For this reason, they often bring their personal
prob-

lems, most of which are artificially contrived, to the attention
of be-

lievers. They distract the believers' attention with their
immorality,

attitudes that are incompatible with the Qur'an, and
heedlessness.

They strive to retard the progress of the believers' efforts
through

various means. Feigning ignorance of the issues they actually
un-

derstand, pretending not to hear, wasting time by harping on
need-less details when working on an urgent project, idling hours
away,

and being unenthusiastic, represent some of their methods.
They

put forward many excuses, and postpone the completion of a
task

that needs immediate attention, and spend time on projects of
sec-

ondary importance. They repeat the same question, as if they
did

not know the answer, or when they are asked to do something,
they

demand explanation several times over. The purpose underlying
all

these forms of behavior is to exhaust the believers' time,
postpone

the completion of good deeds, and set a bad example to others
who

have sickness in their hearts.

While creating difficulties for the believers, these people also
want

others in Muslim society to behave as themselves. They try to
lure

them into inactivity. Some, of weak-character, who are
negatively in-fluenced by their indolence, may intend to cause
difficulties for the be-

lievers and take up their time. Failing to assess that which
happens

around them in light of the Qur'an, they find nothing wrong with
the

negativity of those who try to demoralize the believers. On the
con-

trary, they may find it even reasonable to act as they do.
However, the

intentions and efforts of those who have become passive, and
those

who are influenced by them, can in no way bring any harm to the
reli-gion. On the contrary, it is good for the religion. Both the
presence and
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activities of such people add to the zeal of true believers,
make them

more committed to their cause, and thereby make them
successful.

As is said in the Qur'an, it is impossible that those who
deviate fromthe right path cause harm to the guided:

You who believe! You are only responsible for yourselves.

The misguided cannot harm you as long as you are guided.

All of you will return to Allah and He will inform you

about what you were doing. (Surat al-Ma'ida, 105)

Clearly, one of the worst important delusions these people
are

guilty of is their failure to see that those around them
recognize

them for who they are. Believers easily discern such people, for
the

Qur'an provides a detailed account of their character and
attitudes,

so take the most careful precautions against them. In
compliance

with the following verse, "Allah commands you to render back

your trusts to those to whom they are due and, when you
judge

between people, to judge with justice." (Surat an-Nisa', 58),
when

it comes to the trusts, they only give them to those who are
capableof safeguarding them, and never impart important tasks to
those

who are passive. However, due to their lack of wisdom, the
passive

consider this as a result of their cleverness and are pleased.
Because

their goal is not earning Allah's pleasure, they consider it as
a ben-

efit to not have to work. It is, though, a great loss to
them.

Moreover, little do they know that, they do not actually
demoralize

the Muslims, and these evil efforts of theirs benefit the
believers,

since it renders them highly vigilant and experienced in
recogniz-

ing specific types of human characters. Muslims persist in
admon-

ishing them, and try to hinder them from engaging in such
evil,

because it is incumbent upon them. Allah has charged
believers

with the task of enjoining the good, forbidding the wrong, and
re-

minding of the truth.
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They Exercise an Evil Influence

on Those of Poor Faith

Another effect caused by those who have chosen indolence
inliving by the Qur'an's morality, is to take those of poor faith
under

their influence, and draw them to their side. But, these people,
who

are guided by Satan, can only negatively influence those who
adopt

a similar depraved morality. They can have no influence
whatso-

ever on true Muslims. This is a fact Allah proclaims in the
Qur'an,

that He protects sincere believers from the deceptive
suggestions of

Satan and those who follow him:

He said, "My Lord, because You misled me, I will make

things on the Earth seem good to them and I will mislead

them all, every one of them, except Your slaves among them

who are sincere." (Surat al-Hijr, 39-40)

Though, those who are hypocritical, those with sickness in

their hearts, or of poor faith, may be influenced by such
methods

of indoctrination. The passive give forth certain signs: Their
fail-

ure to complete their tasks in time, their lack of zeal and
enthusi-

asm in engaging in the intellectual struggle, their failure
to

remember Allah, their avoidance of self-sacrifice and effort,
their

laziness, preference for easy tasks, their shallow perspective,
their

dull and soulless appearance, their lacking the zeal and joy
that

derives from piety, and their unkemptness, are among these
signs.Through this deviance, they aim to mislead others into
idleness,

indoctrinate them into the same thinking, thereby demoralizing
as

many as possible. The passive, recognizing the weak-willed
from

their comportment and their manner of speaking, concentrate

their efforts first on these people. They select those they
think

share the same attitudes, convey to them covert messages,
which

they falsely believe will go unrecognized, and communicate
withthem through a deceptive language.
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Doing something that is indulgent, instead of engaging in
work

that will benefit Muslims, is a form of behavior that
suggests:

"There is no sense in expending so much effort; this is how I
enjoymyself, you can also do as I do." Being selfish, instead of
making

self-sacrifices, keeping the best of everything for oneself and
disre-

garding others' needs, conveys the message; "always think of
your-

self before others." Contrary to a respectful and humble
manner,

employing disrespect and mockery means "this is how you
humili-

ate others and prove yourself to be superior." However, contrary
to

this misguided thinking, self-sacrifice, honesty or modesty
ensuresa life that is peaceful and content. The lifestyle advocated
by those

who are not sensitive to the subtleties of the religion, on the
other

hand, in contrary to the morality of believers.

Indeed, the aim of those who are the promoters of passivity
is

the prevalence of base morality based on selfishness,
laziness,

pride and perversion, rather than the moral perfection that
com-

prises patience, modesty, submission, diligence and
self-sacrifice.

Some, who are of poor faith, on the other hand, having been
influ-

enced by this indoctrination, assume that there is honor in
pride or

wisdom in avoiding self-sacrifice. However, those who are truly
in-

telligent and wise are those who can appreciate the glory of
Allah,

and live by the morality our Lord has commanded. It is Allah
Who

grants a person the peace and honor he seeks. Those who
assume

that they can attain peace and happiness by refraining from
the

morality prescribed by the Qur'an are in a great error. Our
Lord

gives the news that man can lead an honorable life only by being
a

Muslim, living by the principles of the true religion as
follows:

If the truth were to follow their whims and desires, the

heavens and the Earth and everyone in them would have

been brought to ruin. No indeed! We have given them
theirReminder [dignity and honor], but they have turned away

from it. (Surat al-Muminun, 71)
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On the other hand these people are prone to indulge in
profane

talk. When they are alone, they talk openly against Muslims,
the

prophets and Islam. They often criticize Muslims and claim that
their

rights have been violated by them. They mock sincere Muslims
and

that which they undertake. While pretending to praise their
qualities,

they, in actuality, despise them and regard them as inferior. In
this

way, though appearing to be speaking positively, they, in
reality, are

harboring negative thoughts. A verse informs us of their mocking
of

the giving of alms by the Muslims, and other efforts in the way
of

Allah, as an example of this. Allah informs us about this base
moralityof the hypocrites, and that those who will truly be subject
to mockery

are hypocrites themselves:

As for the people who find fault with those believers who
give

alms spontaneously, and with those who can find nothing to

give but their own effort, and deride them, Allah derides
them.

They will have a painful punishment. (Surat at-Tawba, 79)

Throughout history, there have been people of this
characteramong the believers. Another case, wherein these people
share secre-

tive opinions, though never daring to express their true
inner-

thoughts, is with regard to the messengers. When they are with
the

messengers, these people pretend to approve of their message.
Yet, in

secret talks with their fellows, they speak against the
messengers.

Those who embodied such wickedness were also around at the
time

of our Prophet (saas), and held secret meetings against him,
and

hatched plots against him and true believers. However, all such
plots

were thwarted by Allah, and in compliance with our Lord's
com-

mand, they will continue in failure into the future. This fact
is related

in a verse as follows:

Conferring in secret is from Satan, to cause grief to those
who

believe; but it cannot harm them at all, unless by Allah's
per-mission. So let the believers put their trust in Allah. (Surat
al-

Mujadala, 10)
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In the time of our Prophet (saas), there existed people of poor
faith

and hypocrites who resisted against his commands and
admonitions,

and dared to make disrespectful pronouncements against such
ad-monitions. They pretended to have never heard that which they
had

been told several times over, and when they were reminded so,
they

claimed to have never been told such things. And, throughout
that

time, they continued to make evil oaths. In one verse, Allah
warns be-

lievers against these people:

They made their oaths into a cloak and barred the way of

Allah, so they will have a humiliating punishment. (Surat
al-Mujadala, 16)

In another verse Allah commanded our Prophet (saas) with re-

gards to hypocrites as follows:

O messenger! Do not be grieved by those who rush head-

long into disbelief among those who say "We believe"

with their tongues when their hearts contain no faith.

And among the Jews are those who listen to lies, listeningto
other people who have not come to you, distorting

words from their proper meanings, saying, "If you are

given this, then take it. If you are not given it, then be-

ware!" If Allah desires misguidance for someone, you can-

not help him against Allah in any way. Those are the

people whose hearts Allah does not want to purify. They

will have disgrace in the world and in the Hereafter they

will have a terrible punishment. (Surat al-Ma'ida, 41)Employing
elaborate and ambiguous language when speaking,

and saying, "We meant nothing but good," are of the deceptive
tactics

often used by hypocrites. They try to cover their hypocrisy
through

such means and falsely assume that their deviance will go
unnoticed.

Or, even if it were to be noticed, they believe, they could
easily ex-

plain it away. Though their disapproval of the messengers'
decisions

is clearly apprehended by the believers, still they strive to
conceal

PASSIVITY IN RELIGION

28


	
8/14/2019 harun yahya islam - passivity_in_religion - copy

31/114

their immorality. In this way, they try to demoralize the
Muslims, and

impress those of poor faith with their wicked insinuations, and
draw

them nearer to themselves. However, Allah informs us that these
ef-

forts will never prove successful:

Those who disbelieve and obstruct the way of Allah and are

entrenched in hostility towards the messenger after the
guid-

ance has become clear to them, do not harm Allah in any way

and He makes their actions come to nothing. (Surah

Muhammad, 32)

They Desire for Ignorance to Take Hold

of Muslim Society

Those who aim to lead a life far from the religion, yet
among

Muslims, harbor a perverted understanding of the religion, far
re-

moved from the original religion Allah revealed to mankind. This
de-

viant interpretation of the religion, which includes the
observable acts

of worship, is entirely stripped of the Qur'an's true morality.
However

as the verse, "Say: 'My prayer and my rites, my living and my
dying,

are for Allah alone, the Lord of all the worlds'" (Surat
al-Anam, 162)

states, every moment of a Muslim's life is lived in accordance
with

Allah's commands. In other words, the morality of religion
permeates

a believer's life.Those who are passive, on the other hand,
utterly disregard the

moral principles that make up the essence of religion, while to
some

extent fulfilling the observable acts of worship. They base
their judg-

ments on this errant thinking, rather than Allah's consent and
the

Qur'an's morality. They determine events according to the
criteria of

those ignorant of religion. The condition of such people is
described in

the Qur'an as follows:Do they then seek the judgment of the time
of ignorance? Who
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could be better at giving judgment than Allah for people
with

certainty? (Surat al-Ma'ida, 50)

Because they rely on an errant outlook, rather than the

Qur'an, their entire thinking is corrupt. Believers know that
the

real abode is the Hereafter, and that this life is only
temporary,

and thus, dedicate all their efforts for Allah's cause. Their
pur-

pose is to earn Allah's consent, mercy and Paradise. For this
rea-

son, they give importance to things of this world only to
the

extent they ought to, aspiring above all to the Hereafter.
Those

who are taken over by passivity, on the other hand, give
exces-sive value to this worldly life.

Those who harbor such ignorance in their hearts, which they

want to impart to the Muslims, are overly concerned about
mun-

dane matters. For instance, when they become sick, they fail
to

put their trust in Allah, succumbing instead to excessive
fear.

Because they are overly concerned about their own selves,
the

possibility of any harm to their persons or to their interests
leadsthem to over-exaggerated reactions. Diseases frighten them
terri-

bly, for they attach too much importance to this world, and
are

not aware of the ultimate good in every aspect of the divine
plan

decreed by Allah. They are not relieved even if after being
given

a clean bill of health by several physicians, for they are
consumed

with unjustified concerns. For relief, they invest their hopes
in

medicine and doctors. Of course, one who is sick must
receive

professional help from experts, and follow the treatment
recom-

mended by medical care providers. However, in doing so, he

must be aware that neither the most effective medicine, nor
the

best doctors, can bring about a recovery unless Allah wills,
for

medicine, health care providers, or technology cannot be
effec-

tive unless Allah wills so. Aware of the fact that it is Allah
Whohas ordained diseases as well as their cures, believers put
their
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trust in Allah and are submissive to Him.

The lack of composure and trust in Allah typical of those

prone to passivity negatively influences those who have
sickness

in their hearts. Their doubts and volatile tempers also lead
those

around them to make foolish comments and show the same lack

of trust when faced with similar circumstances. Indeed, the
major

aim of these people is to foment chaos among the Muslims,
and

lead the impressionable or those of poor faith into confusion
and

needless agitation.

Another attribute of those who are lethargic when abiding bythe
principles of the religion, is the deep admiration they feel
for

the ways of the ignorant. That which ignorant societies
value

property, power and statusalso impress them greatly.

Moreover, they expend every effort to resemble those who are

popular or prestigious; they imitate their way of living,
dressing,

speaking or social activities. Surely, there is nothing wrong
with

emulating the good qualities in other people. However, what

these people yearn for is not attaining such good qualities, but
the

mindset of the ignorant. Their outlook is molded on practices
of

the ignorant. However, the Qur'an makes clear what is right
and

what is wrong, and what is important or insignificant.
However,

due to their desires, rather than becoming true Muslims, they
aim

to acquire those attributes esteemed by ignorant societies.When
referring to an issue, their comments convey the mind-

set of a person utterly unaware of Allah's existence.
Nevertheless,

they assume they will gain prestige by adopting the values of
the

ignorance, which they believe are superior, and wrongly
assume

that they will also be prestigious among believers. However,
sin-

cere believers do not value such worldly criteria. If a person
uses

his knowledge and education for the cause of Islam, and for
thebenefit of Muslims, this would surely be a praiseworthy en-
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deavor, that would, by Allah's will, be rewarded in the
Hereafter.

But, the attributes sought by those who fail to seek Allah's
con-

sent, and for which they feel proud, will bring no benefit,
eitherin this world or the one beyond. As the verse also maintains,
for

a believer, "the best provision is doing your duty" (Surat
al-

Baqara, 197). In another verse, Allah informs us that the sole
cri-

terion is fear of Allah, and the esteem gained in this world
is

worthless in Allah's sight:

The noblest among you in Allah's sight is the one of

you who best performs his duty. Allah is All-Knowing,All-Aware.
(Surat al-Hujurat, 13)

Believers' respect and love for another person develops in

proportion to the other's faith in Allah and heedfulness of
Him,

for they abide by the Qur'an's morality. They never consider
the

criteria of ignorance. Only those who do not take the Qur'an as
a

guide can be influenced by the advocates of passivity, for it
is

only they who are prone to follow their example and imitatethem.
Their common attribute is their belief in the implausibility

of a life characterized by fear of Allah, sincerity and love
for

Allah. Of a certainty, such disbelief will only mislead them
into a

grievous torment.
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How Do They Aim to

Demoralize Muslims?

Those who try to demoralize Muslims resort, either

furtively or overtly, to that same particular methods,

through which, they assume, they can break Muslims' re-

solve and enthusiasm. As we read in the Qur'an, such people
will

not cease in their efforts to mislead the believers from the
right path:

They will not stop fighting you until they make you revertfrom
your religion, if they are able. (Surat al-Baqara, 217)

In the following pages, we will deal with some of the
stratagems

employed by these people. However, in order to do so, we need
to

keep in mind one important point. Whether through efforts that
are

covert or perceptible, by Allah's will, they will never succeed
in de-

moralizing the Muslims. These people, who cannot, for some
rea-

son or other, fully grasp that it is Allah Who predestines
everything,also fail to understand that they cannot accomplish
anything unless

otherwise willed by Allah. In addition, they are oblivious of
the fact

that Allah protects the believers, and that He will make them
suc-

cessful. Moreover, they falsely assume that none recognizes
their

true intent. Allah informs us that He will with certainty expose
the

mischief of those with sickness in their hearts:

That is because they followed what angers Allah and hated

what is pleasing to Him. So He made their actions come to
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nothing. Or did those with sickness in their hearts imagine

that Allah would not expose their malevolence? (Surah

Muhammad, 28-29)

They Aim to Divert the Muslims by Involving

Them in Futile Pursuits

Time, for a believer, is very dear; he strives to spend every
mo-

ment of his life to earn Allah's consent. Throughout his life,
there

are many responsibilities a believer must fulfill; attaining a
more

profound faith and strengthening it, attaining moral perfection
ofwhich he is capable, making an effort to communicate the
Qur'an's

morality, carrying out the intellectual struggle against those
ideolo-

gies hostile to religion, extending a helping hand to those in
need,

and continuously engaging in other good deeds. In other
words,

believers have to refrain from all sorts of vain works that will
po-

tentially impede their efforts. Our Lord has referred to this
quality

of the believers as follows:

[Believers are] those who keep away from what is vain.
(Surat

al-Muminun, 3)

In another verse, Allah relates that believers turn away from
all fu-

tile pursuits as follows:

When they hear vain talk they turn away from it and say, "We

have our mission and you have your mission. Peace be upon

you. We do not desire the company of the ignorant." (Surat
al-

Qasas, 55)

Those who try to demoralize the Muslims aim to waste the time
of

the believers by keeping them occupied with vain and
worthless

tasks, so as to draw their attention away from their higher
responsi-

bilities. By introducing matters that distract believers from
the re-

membrance of Allah, and that they are answerable to Him in
the

Hereafter, they aim to preoccupy the believers. The Qur'an
mentions
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this vice of the advocates of passivity in the following
verse:

But there are some people who trade in distracting tales to
mis-

guide people from Allah's way knowing nothing about it and

to make a mockery of it. Such people will have a
humiliatingpunishment. (Surah Luqman, 6)

These people tend to initiate meaningless discussions, that by
no

means are of benefit to the Muslims; they prefer to talk about
matters

that makes reference instead to the transient values of this
world,

rather than issues that, by Allah's will, are instrumental in
strengthen-

ing the believers' faith (the signs of creation, for instance).
Recent trends

in fashion, popular songs, cars, holiday destinations etc. is
what their

talks mostly consist of, because it is the lifestyle of the
ignorant they

yearn for. Of course Muslims also talk about these matters, and
are in-

terested in certain social activities. However, in doing so,
they never

forget the temporary nature of the life of this world. Aware
that Allah

creates the finest clothing, best cars or the most beautiful
holiday re-

sorts, they are grateful to Allah, if He so grants them these.
Consciousthat everything that they see of beauty around them are
but products of

His grace, they turn to Allah alone and render thanks to Him for
all the

good that He grants.

With the subjects they refer to and the manner they employ
in

doing so, those who strive to demoralize the Muslims ignore the
Day of

Judgment, and act as if this life will never end. In this way,
they believe,

Muslims will also indulge in worldly affairs. However, this
scheme can

never prove efficacious, for one of the attributes of believers
is, as our

Lord informs us in the Qur'an, to turn away from vain issues. By
the in-

spiration of his conscience, a sincere believer immediately
discrimi-

nates between vain and useful works, and takes measure
accordingly.

We are informed in the Qur'an that Paradise, the believers' true
desti-

nation, is a place entirely purified of vain and immoral
talk:They shall not hear therein any vain words nor lying. (Surat
an-

Naba, 35)
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They will not hear any prattling therenothing but "Peace."

(Surah Maryam, 62)

People of faith, who prepare themselves for Paradise
throughout

their lives, always act with this knowledge in mind; they are
not de-

ceived by the life of this world, or give in to idle talk.
Another fact they

continually keep in mind is that Allah will render unsuccessful
the ef-

forts of those who aim to impede the believers from Allah's way.
One

verse reads:

As for those who disbelieve and bar others from the way of

Allah, Allah will make their actions go astray. (SurahMuhammad,
1)

They Aim to Render the Muslims Vulnerable by

Hindering Them from Taking Appropriate Measures

The intellectual struggle between the faithful and the
disbelievers

has existed throughout history. The Qur'an informs us that,
while

struggling to communicate Allah's message, the prophets and
their fol-

lowers have always been subjected to slander, arrests, exile and
even

murder. The life of our Prophet (saas) and his followers is an
important

example of such a struggle. When summoning the disbelievers
of

Mecca to believe in Allah, our Prophet (saas) was threatened
with as-

sassination, faced vile accusations on the part of the
disbelievers and,

as a result of these pressures, was forced to emigrate to
Medina.

Those who lived in our Prophet's (saas) time, and strove to
demor-

alize the Muslims, by their behavior and manner of speaking,
tried to

hinder the believers from adopting necessary measures. They made
no

preparations whatsoever to support the Prophet (saas) and the
other

believers. On the contrary, they attempted to misinform the
believers

about the true nature of the dilemma they faced. As Allah made
ex-plicit in the verse, "If they had really desired to go forth,
they would
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have made proper preparations for it..." (Surat at-Tawba, 46),
these

people, whose real intention was to avoid struggle, intended to
sug-

gest that there was no such situation that demanded preparation,
in

order both to break believers' morale and to render them
vulnerable.

Taking precautionary measures and being prepared for every
sort

of condition is one of the attributes unique to believers.
Because, when

they approach any task, they consider all possibilities likely
to cause

them harm, either to themselves and to their communities, and
con-

sider all necessary precautions, without procrastinating to
implement

them. Those who attempt to demoralize the Muslims, however, try
tohinder the believers from taking these precautions, by
misleading

them or influencing them by their corrupted mentalities. One
method

they may employ is to present some who have not sincerely
embraced

the morality of religion as trustworthy, and thus, expose the
believers

to compromising situations.

According to the corrupt beliefs of the passive, one can be
re-

garded as a believer merely for saying, "I believe." This is,
however, in-

correct. Surely, such a phrase is significant, but it has also
to be

reinforced by one's outlook and behavior, as it is necessary
that his

words be sincere. In a verse in reference to desert Arabs, " You
do

not believe. Say rather, "We have become Muslim," for belief
has

not yet entered into your hearts." (Surat al-Hujurat, 14), our
Lord in-

dicates that one cannot embrace faith only by saying, "I
believe."Furthermore, Allah states that He will surely test the
believers, and

that they would not be let off so easily as to just say "We
believe":

Do people imagine that they will be left to say, "We
believe,"

and will not be tested? (Surat al-Ankabut, 2)

A sincere believer reveals his piety and the profoundness of
his

faith though his careful attention to what is lawful and
unlawful, as

prescribed by the religion, his obedience to all commands
related inthe Qur'an, his commitment, patience, trust and
submission to Allah,
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his loyalty, faith in destiny, gratitude and modesty. On the
contrary,

the passive base their thinking on entirely other criteria. The
foremost

among these criteria are their own personal interests. They
willgladly consider one from whom they can derive some benefit as a
be-

liever, even though this person shows none of the
above-mentioned

traits. Furthermore, they attempt to impose this opinion on the
other

Muslims. They have their own criteria for determining goodness
and

badness. According to these invalid criteria, they may deem
someone

"promising," in terms of the benefits he will provide them in
the fu-

ture, as a "good person," without considering his level of
morality. Onthe other hand, they may readily say someone is
corrupt, simply be-

cause that person is an impediment to their own future gain. For
this

reason, they see no reason why they should not make friends with
or

protect those who do not observe Allah's limits.

For instance, they do not admit that someone who says "he is

Muslim," but gambles, or someone who says he has faith, but
fails to

observe his prayers, is on the wrong path. They do not believe
that

one who establishes his prayers, but is in pursuit of illicit
gain, or

someone who fasts, but fails to help those in need and is greedy
for

material goods, are errant. Rather, they try to defend such
people. A

person may well fail to embrace or show forth the morality
ex-

pounded in the Qur'an in its true sense, because of lack of
knowledge,

or because he or she fails to exercise her conscience. But, once
he or

she is properly reminded, he will reform himself. A sincere
person

abandons his mistaken perspective or practices as soon as he
sees the

right. What is meant here are not those who are sincere and
make

mistakes. Those who are defended by the passive are those who
do

not comply with what is right, although they know it, or those
who

do not change their way of thinking, although they have a good
com-

prehension of Allah's commands, but claim that they are
Muslims.One frequently encounters such people in societies of
ignorance.
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These people do not reject the religion outright, despite the
fact that

they do not comply with its commands as they ought to. They
estab-

lish their prayers, or fast now and then, and say that they do
not mean

any ill-intent, yet when it comes to observing Allah's commands,
they

find nothing wrong in disregarding many of them. From time to
time,

they will commit unlawful acts, and claim that Allah will
forgive them

because they have good intentions. At times missing prayers,
regu-

larly failing to observe morning prayers, gambling, taking
interest

when one feels it is compulsory, or failing to fast on certain
days al-

though they do not have a legitimate excuse, such as health
problems,are all acceptable to them. These transgressions, which
stem from a

corrupt mentality, are not compatible with the Qur'anic
morality.

Nevertheless, they are very confident of their thinking, and
maintain

that it is habits they have inherited from their forefathers,
and that

they are merely following these traditions. This thinking is
related in

the Qur'an as follows:

When they are told, "Follow what Allah has sent down to
you,"

They say, "We are following what we found our fathers
doing."

What, even though their fathers did not understand a thing

and were not guided! (Surat al-Baqara, 170)

Their rejection of the true religion communicated by prophets,
on

the basis that they are incompatible with their own customs and
un-

founded beliefs, is the most deviant aspect of their
thinking.

Maintaining that this is what they inherited from their
forefathers,

they persist in their indecency, even claiming that it is what
has Allah

revealed to them (Surat al-Araf, 28). They insist that it is
merely the

way of their forefathers, and is just, and reject following the
path they

were summoned to by the prophets (Surat al-Araf, 70).

Although they know, according to their own conscience, that
the

religion communicated to them by the prophets is right and just,
theypersist in their indecency, asserting that they "never heard
anything
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like this among our earlier forefathers" (Surat al-Qasas, 36).
For this

reason, although they claim that they are Muslims, they oppose
the

sincere Muslims. They neither live by the religion revealed by
Allah,nor want others to do so. To this end, they strive to
demoralize the

Muslims through various methods. We may refer to these people
as

"Muslims against Muslims."

Against sincere Muslims, advocates of passivity collaborate
with

those who call themselves Muslims, for, just as the advocates of
pas-

sivity, they do not openly make known that they reject the
religion;

they abide partially by its principles, so as to certify their
supposedfaith. As well, the existence of such a condition is also a
good oppor-

tunity for them to camouflage their immorality. Ultimately,
they

strive to propagate this perverted perspective among the
Muslims.

As we said earlier, the intellectual struggle carried out
against

anti-religious ideologies is one of the most important
responsibilities

upon the believers. Because the advocates of passivity will even
ac-

cept one who is far from the Qur'an's morality as a "friend,"
such a

condition is not affirmed by them to exist.

Indeed, our Lord informs us of the real intent of those who
claim

they are Muslims though they have no faith. They are those who
say,

"We are Muslims," when they meet the Muslims "but then when
they

go apart with their satans, they say, "We are really with you.
We

were only mocking" (Surat al-Baqara, 14). It is clear that the
believ-

ers must never trust such hypocrites, for they will seem friends
to the

believers, as long as they do not feel their interests are in
detriment.

Though, once they feel their personal interests are at stake,
they turn

their backs on the believers, even as far as hatching plots
against

them. This is similar evil to that of the unbelievers, who lived
in the

time of our Prophet (saas); some of the unbelievers in Mecca
took

every opportunity to violate the conditions of the agreement
theyconcluded with our Prophet (saas). One verse reads:
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How indeed! For if they get the upper hand over you, they

will respect neither kinship nor treaty. They please you
with

their mouths but their hearts belie their words. Most of
them

are deviators. (Surat at-Tawba, 8)

The true aim of those who try to please the believers with
their

words, while resisting the true religion in their hearts, is
revealed

"once a matter is resolved upon." One verse reads; "Once the
matter is

resolved upon, being true to Allah would be better for them"
(Surah

Muhammad, 21). Those who do not fear Allah, in the way He
should

be feared, those who fail to comprehend that they will be called
to give

account of their deeds on the Day of Judgment, make
themselves

known in such instances. Consequently, it is easy for the
sincere be-

lievers to recognize them. Although the advocates of passivity
try to

defend these people, who are much like themselves, maintaining
that

they are truly sincere but have failed to live according to the
religion

because of a lack of proper knowledge of it, the believers know
the

truth. That is because, these people do not live by the true
religion, andnot because they lack knowledge, but because they
reject it. As one

would expect, the believers approach with caution these people,
who

reveal their morality and true mentality through the way they
behave,

and therefore do not feel an inner love and respect for them.
The ones

who try to demoralize the Muslims are those who harbor love for
they

who do not observe Allah's limits, who do not live by the
Qur'anic

morality, and who are not eager to follow the true religion.
From the

Qur'an, we know that Muslims never show affection towards
those

who are opposed to Allah and His messenger:

You will not find people who believe in Allah and the Last

Day having love for anyone who opposes Allah and His mes-

senger, though they be their fathers, their sons, their
brothers

or their kindred. Allah has inscribed faith upon such
people's

hearts and will reinforce them with a Soul from Him and

admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing under them, re-
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maining in them timelessly, for ever. Allah is pleased with

them and they are pleased with Him. Such people are the

party of Allah. Truly it is the party of Allah who are
success-

ful. (Surat al- Mujadala, 22)

They Aim to Demoralize the Believers

Through the Unbelievers

As we mentioned above, those who are not eager to adopt the

Qur'an's morality, and strive to demoralize the Muslims, are
happyto ally themselves with those who do not live by the Qur'an's
moral-

ity. However, this is a friendship they usually try to keep
hidden

from the believers. When this friendship is suspected, they find
ex-

cuses to explain to the Muslims, saying that it is not a true
friendship,

and that they are with these people only for some practical
purpose.

Allah informs us that their habit is to lie in the following
manner:

Do you not see those who have turned to people with whomAllah is
angry? They belong neither to you nor to them. And

they swear to falsehood and do so knowingly. (Surat al-

Mujadala, 14)

In social situations, the believers may have relations with
people

of different beliefs, all of whom they treat kindly. This there
is noth-

ing wrong with. However, they show true love and respect only
to

those of faith. The sole friend, guardian and helper of the
believers is

Allah, His messenger and the believers who are sincere in their
de-

votion to Allah. One verse reads:

Your friend is only Allah and His messenger and those who

believe: those who perform prayer and pay alms, and bow.

(Surat al-Ma'ida, 55)

Those with a sickness in their hearts, however, "turn away
com-

pletely" when they are summoned to Allah and His messenger

(Surat an-Nisa', 61). Rather than maintaining friendship with
the
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messenger and the believers, they feel closer to unbelievers.
Behind

this fondness there exists various devious intents. As we learn
from

these verses, these people are those who have not determined
whose

side they are on. When with the believers, they long to
participate in

the activities of the disbelievers. They never abandon their
relation-

ships with the unbelievers because they always keep in mind
that

they will someday turn their back on the believers. Another
reason is

that they lack resolve. It is obvious that one who believes
sincerely

will never think of living apart from the believers.

Indeed, Allah reveals these people's indecisiveness in the
follow-ing verse:

They vacillate between the twonot joining these or joining

those. (Surat an-Nisa', 143)

Another reason why these people feel anxious is that they
collab-

orate secretly with the unbelievers in fomenting plots against
believ-

ers. In this way, they assume that they can harm the believers
and

impede their intellectual struggle. The hypocrites, who lived in
the

time of our Prophet (saas), and erected another mosque from
where

to plot against believers with the help of the unbelievers, is
an exam-

ple of this. The relevant verse reads:

As for those who have set up a mosque, causing harm and out

of disbelief, to create division between the believers, and
in

readiness for those who previously made war on Allah and

His messenger, they will swear, "We only desired the best."But
Allah bears witness that they are truly liars. (Surat at-

Tawba, 107)

As the above verse also maintains, another telling attribute
of

these people is their claim to mean no harm. However, their
pur-

pose is just the contrary. It is obvious that one who truly
"desires the

best" follows the path of Allah and His messenger. Aware that
the

promise of Allah and His messenger is true, believers take
only

other believers into their confidence. However, though also
leading
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their lives with believers, those who are the subject of this
book se-

cretly maintain warm relations with unbelievers, failing to
grasp

that nothing is hidden from Allah. They never come to
understandthat Allah knows every detail of their secret plans, even
their inner-

most thoughts. While they conduct their secret discussion
with

their co-conspirators, Allah witnesses every moment, and the
an-

gels record everything they do:

They try to conceal themselves from people, but they cannot

conceal themselves from Allah. He is with them when they

spend the night saying things which are not pleasing to
Him.Allah encompasses everything they do. (Surat an-Nisa', 108)

Or do they imagine that We do not hear their secrets and
their

private talk? On the contrary Our messengers are right there

with them writing it down! (Surat az-Zukhruf, 80)

We need to remember that the love and curiosity they show
for

the unbelievers, rather than for the believers, will likely
cause them

great regret in the Hereafter. These are the false bonds that
lead oneto stray from the straight path, leaving him ultimately in
the lurch.

Those who stubbornly refuse recognizing this fact will confess
their

regret on the Day of Judgment, but there will then be no
opportunity

for them to return and make up for their misdeeds.

The Day when a wrongdoer will bite his hands and say, "Alas

for me! If only I had gone the way of the messenger! Alas
for

me! If only I had not taken so-and-so for a friend! He led
meastray from the Reminder after it came to me." Satan always

leaves man in the lurch. (Surat al-Furqan, 27-29)

They Strive to Divert the Believers

by Stirring Up Phony Crises

Apart from preventing Muslims from taking necessary
measuresagainst potential threats, those who advocate passivity
stir up sham
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crises, and thereby, cause unnecessary anxiety for the
believers.

Another important attribute of these people is their
cowardliness

and failure to put their trust in Allah. These people, who fail
to com-

prehend the eminence of Allah's authority and His eternal might,
also

have difficulty attaining a full grasp of the meaning of
destiny. They

do not see the ultimate perfection in every instant of the
divine plan

decreed by Allah. The fact is, however, everyone will encounter
un-

foreseen events in the course of his life. He may be treated
unjustly,

slandered or insulted Faced with such a situation, a Muslim
who

trusts in Allah does not forget that everything has been
predeter-mined, and for that reason feels no distress. Aware that
this moment is

also part of his destiny, as every other moment of his life, he
confronts

what happens to him with serenity. Furthermore, he may at times
ex-

perience circumstances that would otherwise be hard to bear for
one

who fails to put his trust in Allah; he may, for instance, all
of a sudden

lose all his fortune, or a child, or have to quit his job or
schooling, or he

might learn that one of his close friends is on his deathbed
Yet, a

Muslim never feels distressed in such cases. Aware that Allah
encom-

passes him from all around, and at every moment, he trusts in
Him

and relies on Him. In such and similar circumstances, he is
submissive

and obedient to Allah unstintingly. Never forgetting that
nothing hap-

pens to someone except for what Allah has decreed, he is pleased
with

what has been predestined for him. In many verses of the
Qur'an,Allah informs us that everything a person experiences is
recorded in a

book, and that nothing happens to him or her except what is
recorded

in that book. One of these verses is the following:

You do not engage in any matter or recite any of the Qur'an

or do any action without Our witnessing you while you are

occupied with it. Not even the smallest speck eludes your

Lord, either on Earth or in heaven. Nor is there anythingsmaller
than that, or larger, which is not in a Clear Book.

(Surah Yunus, 61)
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These people, who do not fear Allah as they should fear Him,
feel

intense fear instead for other people. This is also stated in
the verse;

"You are a greater cause of terror in their breasts than Allah!
That isbecause they are people who do not understand" (Surat
al-Hashr,

13). For this reason, as the verse, " They imagine every cry to
be

against them. They are the enemy, so beware of them." (Surat
al-

Munafiqun, 4) calls attention, they assume everything to be

arranged against them.

From another verse, we understand that they experience fear

and anxiety, although they live in a Muslim society:They swear
by Allah that they are of your number, but they

are not of your number. Rather, they are people who are

scared. (Surat at-Tawba, 56)

By stirring up phony crises and conflicts, they also try to
impart

the same anxiety upon the Muslims. Even a minor issue may
seem

grave to them, disregarding the fact that everything is
predestined.

Through their volatile temperaments, they may also influence
oth-ers of poor faith. They want especially to impart intense panic
and

fear, the prevailing feelings they suffer, hoping to create the
im-

pression that there really exists such a situation for which
there

should be fear or panic.

As Allah states in the verse, " You made trouble for
yourselves

and hung back and doubted and false hopes deluded you until

Allah's command arrived. The Deluder deluded you about
Allah."

(Surat al-Hadid, 14), they are consumed with doubts. Because
they

fail to believe with their hearts that Muslims will prevail by
Allah's

will, they try to create the impression that they are faced with
insur-

mountable problems, by exaggerating those incidents that seem
at

first sight to represent adversity. Because they consider chaos
and

conflict as conditions that will diminish Muslims' strength,
these theywant to instigate among the Muslims, by overstating
something that

would appear negative, though in fact it is insignificant, as a
great
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tragedy. However, aware that a seemingly adverse situation may
ulti-

mately be good, just as apparently favorable situations may be
bad,

Muslims believe that, no matter how difficult these may seem,
all is cre-

ated by Allah, according to a divine plan. They submit
themselves to

their destiny, and lead a life purified of all mundane concerns.
In com-

pliance with the verse, " Allah always confounds the schemes of
the

disbelievers." (Surat al-Anfal, 18) they know that all plots
hatched with

the aim of misleading them into passivity are doomed to
failure.

They Try to Wreak the Enthusiasm of the Believers

through Scaremongering

Another characteristic of those who are reluctant to live by
religious

values, and who strive to mislead the believers into laxity, is
their nega-

tivity in talking. Aperson, however, who has well grasped the
values of

Islam, and incorporated the Qur'anic mentality into his life,
never

thinks negatively nor despairs of Allah's mercy. This is an
important

quality of the believers, as stated in the Qur'an:

Do not despair of solace from Allah. No one despairs of
solace

from Allah except for people who disbelieve. (Surah Yusuf,
87)

Say: "My servants, you who have transgressed against your-

selves, do not despair of the mercy of Allah. Truly Allah
for-

gives all wrong actions. He is the Ever-Forgiving, the Most

Merciful." (Surat az-Zumar, 53)

Hopelessness is a trait peculiar to unbelievers, one which
weakens

them both materially and spiritually, deprives them of their
zeal and

enthusiasm, and diverts them into pessimism and malcontent. As
well

as being sinking into despondency themselves, those who
advocate

passivity in the religion try also to make other Muslims lose
their hope

and enthusiasm. However, they are never able to grasp why
theMuslims see good in all that happens.

They can never understand that what they view as distressing
may
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have been brought about by Allah for some reason, and
therefore,

may result in something positive. For this reason, they are
always ex-

pecting the worst, trying to make the Muslims afraid of others
andabandon the intellectual struggle. The Qur'an tells of similar
things

said in the time of the prophets, to cause Muslims to fall into
despair.

For example, while our Prophet (saas) was alive, there were
those who

tried to make the believers lose hope and give up their
struggle, by

annnouncing that a certain people had gathered against them:

[Believers are] those to whom people said, "The people have

gathered against you, so fear them." But that merely
increasedtheir faith and they said, "Allah is enough for us and the
Best

of Guardians." (Surah Al Imran, 173)

We can see in this verse that these people presented themselves
as

doing the believers a favor, supposedly giving them a friendly
warn-

ing. But, their main objective was to intimidate the believers,
by mak-

ing them frightened. Though, devout believers would never fall
for

such a ruse. Because of their faith, they are not influenced by
thesegroundless warnings, as in the quoted verse, but say, in all
sincerity

"Allah is enough for us and the Best of Guardians." These
believers

submitted to Allah, and trusted in Him, and, in the following
verse,

our Lord reveals the wonderful reward He has given them in
return

for their faith:

So they returned with blessings and bounty from Allah and

no evil touched them. They pursued the pleasure of Allah.Allah's
favor is indeed immense. (Surah Al Imran, 174)

Contrary to what the proponents of passivity think, nothing
can

harm those who have faith and seek Allah's good pleasure; they
are

granted blessings by our Lord. One of the main reasons why
these

people mistakenly believe that the believers are at a
disadvantage, is

that those who are ignorant of religion are in majority, while
devout

believers are very few in number. These individuals wrongly
think

that their being greater in number will be the deciding factor.
But,
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Allah tells us in the Qur'an how wrong their assessment is:

... How many a small force has triumphed over a much greater

one by Allah's permission! Allah is with the steadfast.
(Surat

al-Baqara, 249)

Such people try to make the believers lose their hope,
deterring

them from every act of service, by making it seem too
burdensome.

For example, before carrying out a task for the purpose of
disseminat-

ing Islamic morality, they insist that no one will appreciate
it, therefore

claiming there is no need to engage in such an effort. By this,
their aim

is, first of all, to dampen the zeal of the believers. Or, to
impede theirefforts in disseminating the moral teachings of the
Qur'an, they pro-

pose that, instead of reaching as many people as possible, it is
enough

for believers to advance slowly, and to reach only those in
their inner-

circle. Their hope is to weigh them down and prevent them from
gain-

ing further strength. They put forward these proposals to feign
as if

they intend only to help the believers or to give th
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