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Islam: an Introduction Part 1: Basic Beliefs and Practices
Content and design by Susan Douglass, Alwaleed bin Talal Center for
Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown University Note: this
PowerPoint presentation has no script, but it closely follows the
teaching unit Introduction to Islam published by the Center for
Contemporary Arab Studies at Georgetown University, available as a
pdf at http://ccas.georgetown.edu/k14/resources/background/
http://ccas.georgetown.edu/k14/resources/background/ Slide 2 2 What
is the meaning of Islam? Islam is the name of a belief system
practiced by over a billion people today. It is pronounced
iss-LAHM. The word Islam contains the root word in Arabic language
s-l-m, which means peace. (same as shalom, in Hebrew) Islam means
to achieve peace through submission to God. Slide 3 3 Q: Who was
the first prophet of Islam? A: Muslims believe that Adam, the first
human being, was the first prophet. The story of the creation in
the Quran makes it clear: 2:35 And We said: "O Adam, dwell thou and
your wife in this garden, and eat freely thereof, both of you,
whatever you may wish; but do not approach this one tree, lest you
become wrongdoers."2:35 And We said: "O Adam, dwell thou and your
wife in this garden, and eat freely thereof, both of you, whatever
you may wish; but do not approach this one tree, lest you become
wrongdoers." 2:37 Thereupon Adam received words [of guidance] from
God, and He accepted Adams repentance: for, verily, God alone is
the Acceptor of Repentance, the Dispenser of Grace.2:37 Thereupon
Adam received words [of guidance] from God, and He accepted Adams
repentance: for, verily, God alone is the Acceptor of Repentance,
the Dispenser of Grace. Slide 4 4 Q: Why is Abraham important to
Muslims? Muslims believe Abraham was called by God to be an example
to all believers. He left his home to migrate to the Holy Land. His
children formed a line of prophets that includes Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad (through his son, Ishmael). A:
Muslims believe Abraham was called by God to be an example to all
believers. He left his home to migrate to the Holy Land. His
children formed a line of prophets that includes Isaac, Jacob,
Joseph, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad (through his son, Ishmael).
Muslims remember Abrahams obedience to God in every prayer, in
their annual fast, and during the pilgrimage (hajj) to Makkah. Most
of the rites of the hajj commemorate events in the family of
Abraham.Muslims remember Abrahams obedience to God in every prayer,
in their annual fast, and during the pilgrimage (hajj) to Makkah.
Most of the rites of the hajj commemorate events in the family of
Abraham. Slide 5 5 Q: Do Muslims believe in Jesus? A: Muslims
believe that Mary conceived Jesus by the Word of God given to her
through the Angel Gabriel. Muslims believe in the virgin birth of
Jesus.Muslims believe in the virgin birth of Jesus. Muslims believe
in the miracles given to Jesus.Muslims believe in the miracles
given to Jesus. Muslims believe Jesus will come again at the end of
time.Muslims believe Jesus will come again at the end of time. The
Quran teaches that Jesus was one of the highest prophets.The Quran
teaches that Jesus was one of the highest prophets. Slide 6 6 Q: Do
Muslims believe in the Bible? Muslims believe that God sent the
revelation of the Torah to Moses, the Evangelium to Jesus, and they
believe in the message of all the prophets in the Old and New
Testaments. A: Muslims believe that God sent the revelation of the
Torah to Moses, the Evangelium to Jesus, and they believe in the
message of all the prophets in the Old and New Testaments. Say: We
believe in God and the revelation given to us and to Abraham,
Ismail, Isaac, Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and
Jesus, and that given to (all) Prophets from their Lord. We make no
distinction between any of them, and it is unto Him that we
surrender ourselves. (Quran, Chapter 2:136)Say: We believe in God
and the revelation given to us and to Abraham, Ismail, Isaac,
Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that
given to (all) Prophets from their Lord. We make no distinction
between any of them, and it is unto Him that we surrender
ourselves. (Quran, Chapter 2:136) Slide 7 7 Q: Do Muslims have to
follow the Ten Commandments? A: Muslims must keep all ten
commandments (except the Sabbath) faithfully: 1.To have no other
gods before God, (Q 17:22-23) 1 2.Not to make any graven images to
God, (Q 6:14) 3.Not to swear a false oath in Gods name, (Q
16:91-94) 4.To honor parents, (Q 17:23) 5.there is no day of rest,
but public worship is every Friday ( Q 62:9-10) 6.Not to kill, (Q
17:33) 7.Not to commit adultery, (Q 17:32) 8.Not to steal, (Q
5:38-39) 9.Not to bear false witness, (Q 2:283-284) 10.Not to covet
what belongs to others. (Q 4:32) Slide 8 8 Basic Beliefs in Islam
Allah is the Arabic name of the Creator, the One God of Abraham
There is no god but God, and Muhammad is a prophet of God Islam
accepts all biblical prophets, including Jesus as the Messiah, born
of the Virgin Mary Belief in revealed Word, afterlife, individual
responsibility, spiritual equality of all human beings Slide 9 9
What does it mean to be called a Muslim? Muslim is another form of
the same word as Islam in Arabic, meaning one who has achieved
peace through submission to God. In reality, no person can say they
have fully achieved this state of being. Being Muslim is a process,
not a fixed identity. A Muslim should be a person striving to
achieve the state of peace. Every Muslim hopes that their striving,
their attempt, is accepted by God at their lifes end. Slide 10
Basic Islamic Principles & Values God is the source of justice
& human rights Life is sacred The Mind (mental faculty) is
sacred Human dignity is sacred Property is protected by due
process, but ownership of wealth is a trust from God Religious
freedom is protected let there be no compulsion in religion Slide
11 11 Muslims must follow good patterns of behavior Care for
yourself as a creature of God Respect and be kind to parents,
relatives & neighbors Be honest and trustworthy Keep your
promises Treat others as you would like to be treated Moderation in
all things Dont waste or be greedy Care for Earth as a trust from
God Slide 12 12 The Five Pillars of Islam (1) shahadah to state the
creed, I witness that there is no god but God, and Muhammad is a
prophet of God. (2) salat to pray five prayers each day (3) siyam
to fast from dawn to sunset during the month of Ramadan each year
(4) zakat to pay charity each year (5) hajj to make the pilgrimage
to Makkah once in a lifetime Slide 13 13 What are the Five Pillars
of Islam? The five pillars are acts of worship They are required of
every able-bodied Muslim Some are performed daily, some annually,
or once in a lifetime The five pillars imply moral behavior, but
they do not represent the moral or ethical system of Islam Each of
the five pillars is a single act with many dimensions or facets
that help explain the link between beliefs, practices and culture.
Slide 14 14 salat = 5 daily prayers spiritual worldly individual
communal cultural influences Slide 15 15 hajj = pilgrimage journey
to Makkah spiritual worldly individual communal cultural influences
Slide 16 16 Freedom of thought is inscribed in the Quran Ayat
al-Kursi describes God as both transcendent and near to each soul.
is followed by the verse la ikraha fil din, let there be no
compulsion in religion an intra- and inter- religious challenge
Detroit Institute of Art, Tile inscribed with the Throne Verse, ca.
1260, Iranian Slide 17 17 A Universal Moral & Religious
Standard Lo! men who surrender unto God, and women who surrender,
and men who believe and women who believe, and men who obey and
women who obey, and men who speak the truth and women who speak the
truth, and men who persevere (in righteousness) and women who
persevere, and men who are humble and women who are humble, and men
who give alms and women who give alms, and men who fast and women
who fast, and men who guard their chastity and women who guard
(their chastity), and men who remember God much and women who
remember God has prepared for them forgiveness and a vast reward.
(Quran 33:35) Slide 18 Quran 49:13 O mankind! We created you from a
single male and female pair, and made you into nations and tribes
that ye may know each other (not that ye may despise each other).
Verily the most honored of you in the sight of God is the most
righteous of you. And God has full knowledge and is well acquainted
with all things. Slide 19 19 When in world history did Islamic
civilization appear? Muhammad, prophet of Islam, was born in about
570 A.D., and died in about 632 A.D., 200 youars after the fall of
the Roman Empire. The territory ruled by Muslims expanded quickly,
reaching from Spain to the borders of China by 750 A.D. Islam then
spread slowly among the population, becoming a majority in these
lands between 200 and 400 youars later. Islamic civilization
contributed much to the world we know today. Birth of Jesus 2007
Birth of Muhammad Fall of Rome Printing press invented American
Revolution Slide 20 20 Does Islam condone or condemn terrorism?
Terrorism is an act of destruction that targets innocent victims in
any time and place, a surprise attack that prevents seeking safety
of persons or property. Islam forbids targeting non-combatants,
civilians, elderly, children and women, even in times of declared
war. Terrorist acts target and kill these persons. Modern warfare
does this also, as collateral damage. Islam forbids both suicide
and murder, saying that killing one human being without due process
is equivalent to exterminating all mankind, and saving one life is
equivalent to saving all humanity. (Quran, 5:32) In Islamic law,
sowing terror, mayhem, and destruction in the land is a capital
crime of the worst kind, punishable by the death penalty. See video
The Terrorism Equation at http://vimeo.com/11385557 Slide 21 21
References to Slide #7: Quranic verses corresponding to the Ten
Commandments ( http://www.islamicity.com/QuranSearch/) 1 (17:22)
Take not with God another object of worship; or you (O man!) will
sit in disgrace and destitution. 2 (6:14) Say: "Shall I take for my
protector any other than God, the Maker of the heavens and the
earth? And He it is that feeds but is not fed." Say: "Nay! but I am
commanded to be the first of those who bow to God (in Islam), and
be not of the company of those who join gods with God." 3 (16:91)
Fulfill the Covenant of God when you have entered into it, and
break not your oaths after you have confirmed them; indeed you have
made God your surety; for God knows all that you do. 4 (17:23) Your
Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him, and that you be
kind to parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your
life, do not say a word of contempt to them, nor repel them, but
address them in terms of honor. 5 62:9 O you who believe! When the
call is proclaimed to prayour on Friday (the Day of Assembly),
hasten earnestly to the Remembrance of God, and leave off business:
That is best for you if you but knew! 6 (17:33) Nor take a life -
which God has made sacred - except for just cause. And if anyone is
slain wrongfully, we have given his heir authority (to demand
restitution or to forgive): but let him not exceed bounds in the
matter of taking life; for he is helped (by the Law). 7 17:32 Nor
come near to adultery: for it is a shameful deed, and an evil, that
opens the road to other evils. 8 (5:38-39) As to the thief, male or
female, cut off his or her hands: a punishment by way of example,
from God, for their crime: and God is Exalted in power. But if the
thief repents after his crime, and amends his conduct, God turns to
him in forgiveness; for God is Oft-forgiving, Most Merciful. 9
(2:283-284) Conceal not evidence; for whoever conceals it,- His
heart is tainted with sin. And God Knows all that you do. To God
belongs all that is in the heavens and on earth. Whether you show
what is in your minds or conceal it, God calls you to account for
it. He forgives whom He pleases, and punishes whom He pleases, for
God has power over all things. 10 (4:32) And in no wise covet those
things in which God has bestowed His gifts More freely on some of
you than on others: To men is allotted what they earn, and to women
what they earn: But ask God of His bounty. For God has full
knowledge of all things.
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