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MEANING OF ISLAM'Islam' is an Arabic word which means 'peace'
and the act of resignation to God.


	
ESSENCEMuslims believe that Muhammad was the last of a line of
prophets which began with Adam. Each prophet was sent to remind
people of the will of God. Islam holds that the messages of all
prophets had but one essence and a core composed of two
elements:First is tawhid, the acknowledgement that there is only
one God and that all worship, service and obedience are due to Him
alone. The second is morality, which the Qur'an defines as service
to God, doing good and avoiding evil.


	
ESSENCEMuslims attribute particular importance to social
service, alleviating other people's suffering and helping the
needy.


	
HISTORICAL PERIODSMUHAMMAD-FOUNDER, FIRST FOUR CALIPHS, THE
UMMAYAD CALIPHS OF DAMASCUS, THE ABBASSIDS, THE MONGOLS, THE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE, TWENTIETH CENTURY


	
1500 BC144030 AD62218235636606001879


	
MUHAMMAD: BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHThe rise of Islam begins with the
Prophet Muhammad who was born in the city of Mecca in about 570 CE
and orphaned at the age of six. In the year 610 Muhammad received
the first of a series of revelations from Allah. These occurred
over a period of twenty-three years, and were memorized and
dictated by Muhammad to his companions.These revelations are known
as the Qur'an (which means 'reading'), the sacred book of
Islam.


	
MUHAMMAD: BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHMuhammad's message was not
favorably accepted by all the people of Mecca.Subjected to economic
social and economic boycott by the powerful merchants of Mecca,
Muhammad, his family and followers emigrated to the town of Yathrib
(which later acquired the name Medina, 'the city of the prophet')
in the year 622.


	
MUHAMMAD: BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHThis event (known as the Hijra,
'emigration') is regarded by Muslims as the starting point of
Islamic history. From this point Muhammad gradually consolidated
his power in the region. After repelling a Meccan attack on Medina
in 627, he was able to take control of Mecca itself in 629. By the
time of his death in 632 all but a few isolated pockets of Arabia
were under Muhammad's control.


	
FIRST FOUR CALIPHSThe second period of Islamic history is that
of the first four caliphs (632-661). The first of these was Abu
Bakr who reigned from 632-634. The second caliph, 'Umar ibn
al-Khattab reigned for ten years (634-644), during which period the
Islamic empire captured Syria, Jerusalem, Persia, and Egypt.


	
FIRST FOUR CALIPHSUnder the reign of the third caliph, 'Uthman
ibn Affan (644-656) Islam extended further eastwards and in the
west for a while reached as far as Tunisia. During the period of
the fourth caliph, Ali ibn A bi Talib (656-61), who was also the
cousin and son-in-law of Muhammad, the Islamic community succumbed
to serious internal divisions which eventually led to the
assassination of Ali. The caliphate was then taken over by
Mu'awiya, Ali's rival and the governor of Syria.


	
UMMAYAD CALIPHSThe third period was that of the Ummayad caliphs
of Damascus (651-750).Mu'awiya's reign changed the character of the
caliphate in that, unlike the first four caliphs who were chosen by
the community, Mu'awiya and his successors inherited the title.


	
UMMAYAD CALIPHSThe caliphate became the property of the Ummayad
family. The Ummayad period saw the further expansion of the Islamic
empire eastwards into Transoxania, Western China and North India,
and in the west into North Africa and Spain.In spite of the growing
success of Islam internal discontent was rising. Non-Arab Muslims
increasingly resented the fact that power was being held entirely
in the hands of the Arabs.


	
THE ABBASSIDSSupported by non-Arab Muslims the 'Abbassid clan
(whose name derives from al-'Abbas, an uncle of the Prophet
Muhammad) overthrew the Ummayads in 750. The 'Abbassids built the
city of Baghdad as the political center of the Muslim empire. The
period when the 'Abbassids controlled the Islamic empire from
Baghadad (750 - 1258) is the fourth period of Islamic history.


	
THE ABBASSIDSIslam continued its global expansion during these
five centuries. In 751 the Chinese army was defeated in
Transoxania, leaving Central Asia open to the influence of Islam.At
the beginning of the 10th century Islam spread into Russia. And in
the 11th century the first Islamic communities were established in
Indonesia and Islam began to acquire a position of domination in
the north-western part of the Indian subcontinent.


	
TRANSOXANIATransoxania) is the now-largely obsolete name used
for the portion of Central Asia corresponding approximately with
modern-day Uzbekistan and southwest Kazakhstan. Geographically, it
means the region between the Amu Darya (or Oxus River, hence Beyond
the Oxus River) and Syr Darya rivers. When used in the present, it
usually implies that one is talking about that region in the time
prior to about the 8th century, although the term continued to
remain in use for several centuries after. This dividing line is
used, as this was the point at which Islam came to dominate the
region, after a century-long power struggle with Tang Dynasty
China.


	
Today Arabs only account for 15% of the Muslim population. Now
there are fifty independent Muslim countries, and many other
countries have large Muslim populations.


	
THE MONGOLSThe rule of the 'Abbassids of Baghdad came to an end
as a result of the westward spread of the Mongol empire and the
capture of Baghdad in 1258.Following the Mongol sacking of Baghdad,
the Islamic empire diverged into three main parts:


	
THE MONGOLSCentral Asia which was dominated by the Mongols who
had converted to Islam, North Africa which came increasingly under
Arabic influence, and the Western half of the empire under the
Seljuk and Mamluke Turks.


	
THE OTTOMAN EMPIREThe Ottoman dynasty expanded from central
Turkey westwards capturing much of Asia Minor from the Byzantine
empire during the 14th century and Constantinople in 1453. From
Constantinople the Ottomans moved westwards to capture the southern
Balkans (Greece, Serbia and Bosnia) and eventually reached as far
as Poland.


	
THE OTTOMAN EMPIREGradually they were driven from Poland (in the
17th century) and then the Balkans and Greece (in the 19th
century). The defeat of the Ottomans, who were allied with the
Central European powers in the first world war, led to the break up
of the Ottoman empire.In 1924 Turkey was made a secular state under
its new leader Kemal Ataturk; many religious orders were disbanded
and the caliphate brought to an end.


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYThe twentieth century has seen the division of
the Islamic world into a sizeable number of politically autonomous
states. As the European powers relinquished their colonial
responsibilities new states with Muslim majorities emerged:


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYEgypt (1928), Saudi Arabia (1932) Iraq (1932),
Afghanistan (1933), North and South Yemen (1937), Indonesia (1945),
Syria (1946), Transjordan (1946), Pakistan (1947), Libya (1951),
Sudan (1956), Tunisia (1956), Morocco (1956), Guinea (1958), Chad
(1960), Senegal (1960), Somalia (1960), Mali (1960), Niger (1960),
Kuwait (1961), Malaysia (1963), and Bangladesh (1972).


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYMore recently independent states with Muslim
majorities have emerged in Central Asia following the break up of
the former Soviet Union: Azerbaijian, Uzbekistan, Kazakstan,
Turkmenia, Tadjikistan, Kirzhigia.


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYToday relations between some Muslim states and
the west remain strained, not least on account of the existence of
the state of Israel which was established in 1948 and the wars of
1948, 1967 and 1973 between Israel and its Arab neighbors.


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYThe Camp David agreement of 1977 in which Egypt
and Israel signed a treaty of mutual recognition provides a basis
for hope in a highly volatile part of the world. In other parts of
the world states with large Muslim populations have incorporated
certain forms of thinking or ideology which are not traditionally
Islamic. Indonesia, while having the largest Muslim population in
the world, defines itself as a pluralist society. Other states
identify themselves as socialist or Marxist. And Turkey has since
1923 been a secular state.


	
TWENTIETH CENTURYAt the same time attempts have been made to
unite different Islamic countries. In 1969 King Faisal of Saudi
Arabia established the Organization of Islamic Conference whose
purpose is to promote co-operation among the Islamic states.Today
Islam is confronted with many challenges posed by the growth of
secularism, but with nearly a fifth of the world's population, it
remains a potent force in world affairs.


	
GEOGRAPGICAL DISTRIBUTION


	
The World of Islam


	
VOCABULARY


	
ShariahThe moral code and rules of etiquette Muslims adhere to
in daily life.Pillars of IslamThe five tenets of Islam are
profession of faith, prayer, alms, fasting and pilgrimageMuezzinThe
person who calls Muslims to prayer five times a dayMinaretThe
Islamic prayer tower used to call the faithful to prayer.MosqueThe
Islamic place of worshipRamadanThe ninth month of the Islamic lunar
year in which all Muslims (except the young, elderly and sick) are
expected to fast from sunrise to sunset)HadjThe pilgrimage all
Muslims are expected to make to Mecca at least once in their lives;
thereafter, they are called hadji SuffismThe mystic branch of the
Islamic faith whose goal is to see Allah directly and clearly with
purity of heartSunniOne of two major sects to which the majority of
Muslims belong; considered the orthodox path of Islamic
beliefAliMuhammads cousin and brother-in-law who led the Shiah
faction, a sect of Islam that accounts for 10% of Muslims
today.


	
CENTER OF ISLAM


	
CENTER OF ISLAMThe political centre of the Islamic world has
shifted according to which dynasty has been in power. Under the
Ummayads the political centre of Islam was Damascus; under the
'Abbassids it was Baghdad; and under the Ottomans it was
Istanbul.


	
CENTER OF ISLAMSince the abolition of the caliphate and the
establishment of many different Muslim states there has not been a
political centre of Islam as such. Both Mecca and Jerusalem (Dome
of the Rock) occupy a central place in the spiritual life of the
Islamic world.


	
THE DOME OF THE ROCKThis is the oldest Muslim building which has
survived basically intact in its original form. It was built by the
Caliph Abd al-Malik and completed in 691 CE.


	
THE DOME OF THE ROCKThe building encloses a huge rock located at
its center, from which, according to tradition, the Prophet
Muhammad ascended to heaven at the end of his Night Journey. In the
Jewish tradition this is the Foundation Stone, the symbolic
foundation upon which the world was created, and the place of the
Binding of Isaac.


	
SACRED SCRIPTURESTHE QURAN (KORAN) AND THE SUNNA (HADITH)


	
THE QURANThe Qur'an (literally, recitation) contains 114
chapters revealed to the Prophet during a period of 23 years from
609 to 632, the year of his death.The divine revelations were
manifested in divine inspiration, which the Prophet sometimes
uttered in the presence of his companions.


	
THE QURANHis words were passed on in the oral tradition of his
Arabic culture. Some forty years after his death they were
transcribed in the written form that has been preserved to date
without change. The 114 Suwar (plural of Surah) chapters were
revealed to Muhammad in Mecca and Medina.


	
THE SUNNA (HADITH)The main body of Muslims is known by the term
Sunni.The recorded practice and teachings of the Prophet Muhammad
were early regarded as his Sunna, and Arabic term meaning path or
way.These traditions became powerful symbols for the Islamic
religion, models of right belief and practice.


	
THE SUNNA (HADITH)The collection of the Prophets Hadith or
sayings comprising his Sunna or authoritative example required
interpretation and application to a variety of situations in
everyday life.There are various traditions: Bukhari, Mulsim, Abu
Duad, Al-Tirmidhi, Al Nasa, Ibn Madja


	
BASIC BELIEFS5 PILLARS & JIHAD, CONCEPT OF SALVATION &
FINAL THINGS, FAQS


	
The Five Pillars of IslamDeclaration of Faith
PrayerFastingGiving CharityPilgrimage


	
The Five Pillars of IslamDeclaration of Faith There is no God
but the one true God and Muhammad is the messenger of God


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPrayers Salat Muslims Perform Five
Obligatory prayers each day.The Prayer is a direct link between the
Muslim and Allah God. Islam has no hierarchical authority or
priesthood.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPrayers Salat

Formal prayer in Islam consist of repeated sequences of
standing, bowing, prostration and genuflection. Prayer is thus not
only mental and verbal but also physical, thereby involving the
whole being. Behind this practice lies the central Islamic concept
of Gods over-lordship; and the physical postures represent
progressive degree of acknowledgment of this fact, culminating in
the total abasement of prostration.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPrayers Salat

Prayer is established on four levels:First, the daily prayers,
second, the congregation prayer on Friday afternoon, third,
community prayer on the two major festival, Id al-Fitar (feast of
the breaking of the fast) and Id al-Adha (feast of the sacrifice of
Abraham). Fourth, the annual ritual of the pilgrimage, which is a
congregation of all the Muslims of the world.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamFasting - Sawm

Fasting has been prescribed for Muslims as well the people
before Islam.Muslims fast the whole month of Ramadan which is the
9th month of their lunar calendar.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamFasting SawmFasting starts from dawn to
sunset during the entire month of Ramadan.Fasting is a total
abstinence from food, drinks and sexual intercourse (between
married couples).


	
The Five Pillars of IslamGiving charity - Zakat

Zakat means both purification and growth.It is a mandatory
charity (2.5% of net worth)It is one of the most important
principles of Islam.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPilgrimage - Hajj

Hajj is the performance of Pilgrimage to Makkah. It is required
once in a lifetime for those who have the means (physical and
financial).Every year more than 2.5 million Muslims perform this
pilgrimage.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPilgrimage Hajj

The rites of the Hajj, which are of Abrahamic origin, include
circling the Ka'ba seven times, and going seven times between the
mountains of Safa and Marwa as did Hagar during her search for
water.


	
The Five Pillars of IslamPilgrimage Hajj

The close of the Hajj is marked by a festival, the Eid al-Adha,
which is celebrated with prayers and the exchange of gifts in
Muslim communities everywhere. This, and the Eid al-Fitr, a
feast-day commemorating the end of Ramadan, are the main festivals
of the Muslim calendar.


	
JIHAD


	
JihadThe word means striving or struggleOften used in the sense
of personal striving in the path of God.According to Islamic law
there are two domainsDar al-Islam, the house of IslamDar al-Harb,
the house of War


	
JihadThe more common interpretation, and that of the
overwhelming majority of the classical jurists and commentators ,
presents jihad as armed struggle for Islam against infidels and
apostates. (Bernard Lewis, professor of Near Eastern Studies,
Princeton University)


	
Jihad and Non-Muslims(9:5) Fight and slay the pagans wherever
you find them, and seize them, beleager them, and lie in wait for
them in every stratagem.(9:29) Fight those who believe not in Allah
nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been forbidden
by Allah and His Prophet, nor acknowledge the religion of Truth,
(even if they are) of the People of the Book, until they pay the
jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves
subdued.QURAN


	
Jihad and Non-Muslims(47:4-7) When you meet unbelievers, smite
their necks, then, when you have made wide slaughter among them,
tie fast the bonds; then set them free, either by grace or ransom,
till the war lays down its loadsAnd those who are slain in the way
of God, He will not send their works astray. He will guide them,
and dispose their minds aright, and He will admit them to Paradise,
that He has made known to them.QURAN


	
Jihad in IslamEtiquette of JihadSeek your protection.Give Peace
a Chance Before Battle StartsRespect All TreatiesDeclaration of War
when attackedSpare those who are not fighting against
youWomenChildrenOld menReligious persons


	
Jihad in IslamProhibited from Killing AnimalsDestroying
FarmsDestroying Infrastructure Never Kill the Innocent or Injured
Never hurt the Prisoners of WarThis is in 7th Century long before
the Geneva ConventionPrisoners of War given very good
treatmentNever Mutilate the bodiesAllow the dead to be buried in
dignity


	
JIHAD-Islam and TerrorismIslam does not support terrorism under
any circumstancesTerrorism goes against every principle of IslamIf
a Muslim engages in terrorism he is not following IslamTo kill an
innocent human being is as if you have killed all of humanity; to
save a human life is as if you have saved all of humanity


	
CONCEPT OF SALVATION & FINAL THINGS


	
SalvationConsists of both belief (iman) and action (amal).Belief
consists of:Believe in the oneness of GodBelieve in the prophecy of
MuhammadBelieve in angelsAccept the QuranBelieve in life after
deathBelieve that God decrees everything


	
SalvationGood works consist of the five/six pillars:Reciting the
confession (shahada)PrayerFastingAlmsgivingPilgrimage to
MeccaJihad


	
Final ThingsThis life is a preparation for the nextEvery person
will taste deathTwo angels will question the dead in the grave
(Munkar and Nakir)Unbelievers will be tormented in the grave and
after the final resurrectionThe Final Hour will be preceded by
disintegration of nature and universal sin


	
FAQS


	
SHARIA (LAW-WAY)


	
SHARIAThe law system inspired by the Koran, the Sunna, older
Arabic law systems, parallel traditions, and work of Muslim
scholars over the two first centuries of Islam.Sharia is often
referred to as Islamic law, but this is wrong, as only a small part
is irrefutably based upon the core Islamic text, the Koran. A
correct definition would either be "Islam-inspired",
"Islam-derived" or "the law system of Muslims".


	
SHARIASharia is the totality of religious, political, social,
domestic and private life. Sharia is primarily meant for all
Muslims, but applies to a certain extent also for people living
inside a Muslim society. Muslims are not totally bound by the
Sharia when they live or travel outside the Muslim world.


	
SHARIAFiqh is the science of Sharia, and is sometimes used as
synonymous with it. Fiqh is collected in a number of books which
are studied by students and used by the ulama (i.e., community of
learned men).These books are studied and interpreted according to
rules found in school, madhhab, the student or learned man belongs
to.


	
SHARIABut most people belonging to the ulama cannot interpret
freely the fiqh- books, this is a right reserved for the mufti
(i.e., religious jurist who issues judgments and opinions on
Islamic law and precedent), who can issue fatwas, 'legal
opinions'.


	
SHARIAThe modernist movement in Islam has opposed the
traditional view of Sharia stating that the law cannot be changed
by man, insisting that it should be applied to the actual situation
and new ideas, meaning that new interpretations are allowed.


	
SECTSPART ONE: BRIEF HISTORY. PART TWO: SUNNIS, SHIITES, SUFFIS,
WAHHABIS


	
PART ONE: BRIEF HISTORY


	
PART ONE: BRIEF HISTORYIslam is divided between the minority
Shia tradition and the majority Sunni tradition.The minority group
regard the Prophet's Son in law, Ali, and his descendants as
divinely authorized to rule the Muslim community. The majority
group believed that the caliph should be appointed through the
consensus of the community.


	
PART TWO: SECTS


	
SUNNIS


	
SUNNISThe Muslim community's encounter with other cultures,
coupled with further divisions in the community itself, brought
home the need to formulate the principles of faith within a
rational framework. In the 10th century much of the contents of the
Muslim community's theology was put into a set of propositions
known as Sunni (orthodox) theology.


	
SUNNISThe word Sunni derives from the sunnah, or example, of the
Prophet, and indicates the orthodoxy of the majority community as
opposed to the peripheral positions of schismatics who by
definition must be in error.


	
SUNNISA number of important principles govern the Sunni
tradition.The Prophet and his revelation are of foremost
authority.In order for the Qur'an to be used as a basis for sound
judgment for subjects under dispute it is necessary to take sound
hadiths into account.Qur'anic verses should be interpreted in the
context of the whole of the Qur'an.


	
SUNNISIn understanding the Qur'an rational thinking is
subordinate to revelation. If the Qur'an or the Sunnah of the
Prophet offers a clear judgment on anything, the Muslim is obliged
to follow this judgment. If there is no clear judgment about
anything in the Qur'an, then it is necessary to make a rational
opinion (known as Ijtihad) which is consistent with Qur'anic
teaching.


	
SUNNISThe first four caliphs were the legitimate rulers of the
early community.Faith and deeds are inseparable.Everything occurs
according to the divine plan.Allah will be seen in the life after
death.


	
SHI-ITES


	
SHIITESShi'ites believe that shortly before his death the
Prophet Muhammad publicly nominated his cousin and son-in-law,
'Ali, to be his successor.Not everyone accepted 'Ali's
authority.


	
SHIITESRebellion proved to be futile. In 680 Husayn, his family
and seventy of his followers were intercepted and massacred at a
site called Karbala', near Kufa.This event, which is commemorated
annually by Shi'ites, is generally regarded as the point at which
Shi'ism emerged as a religious movement in its own right.


	
SHI-ITESCentral to Shi'i belief is the doctrine of the Imam. The
status of the Imam within Shi'i Islam is different from that of the
Sunni caliph. The Sunni caliph is the spiritual and political head
of the community.


	
SHIITESThe Shi'i Imam, however, is not only the political and
religious leader of the Shi'i community; he is also considered to
be infallible and free of sin and, therefore, one whose unique
spiritual status enables him to mediate between the human world and
the invisible world.


	
SHIITESThe various schisms that have taken place within the
tradition are largely to do with disputes over who has the right to
inherit the Imamate.The main branch of Shi'ite Islam is called
Imamiyyah or Twelver Shi'ism. This branch claims that there have
been twelve Imams who have descended from the Prophet Muhammad.


	
SHIITESThe twelfth Imam, however, did not have any sons and did
not designate a successor. According to Shi'i tradition, this Imam
did not die but is concealed and will return one day to establish a
reign of peace on earth. The twelfth Imam is known as the
Mahdi.


	
SUFFIS


	
SUFFISThe term "Sufi" derives from the Arabic word "suf"
(meaning "wool") and was applied to Muslim ascetics and mystics
because they wore garments made out of wool.Sufism represents a
dimension of Islamic religious life that has frequently been viewed
by Muslim theologians and lawyers with suspicion.


	
SUFFISThe ecstatic state of the mystic can sometimes produce
extreme behavior or statements that on occasion appear to border on
the blasphemous. The cause of this is that the Sufis can sometimes
feel so close to God that they lose a sense of their own self
identity and feel themselves to be completely absorbed into
God.


	
SUFFISThis in fact is the goal of the Sufi. Through following a
series of devotional practices, which lead to higher levels of
ecstatic state, Sufis aspire to realize a condition in which they
are in direct communion with God. Ultimately the individual human
personality passes away and the Sufi feels his soul absorbed into
God.


	
WAHHABIS


	
WAHHABISMuhammad ibn Abd al-Wahhab (d. 1792) could be considered
the first modern Islamic fundamentalist. He made the central point
of his reform movement the idea that absolutely every idea added to
Islam after the third century of the Muslim era (about 950 CE) was
false and should be eliminated.


	
WAHHABISThe reason for this extremist stance, and a primary
focus of his efforts, was a number of common practices which he
regarded as regressions to the days of pre-Islamic polytheism.These
included praying to saints, making pilgrimages to tombs and special
mosques, venerating trees, caves, and stones, and using votive and
sacrificial offerings.


	
WAHHABISIn contrast to such popular superstitions, al-Wahhab
emphasized the unity of God (tawhid). This focus on absolute
monotheism lead to him and his followers being referred to as
muwahiddun, or unitarians. Everything else he denounced as
heretical innovation, or bida.Al-Wahhab was further dismayed at the
widespread laxity in adhering to traditional Islamic laws:
questionable practices like the ones above were allowed to
continue, whereas the religious devotions which Islam did require
were being ignored.


	
WAHHABISAll of the above al-Wahhab characterized as being
typical of jahiliyya, an important term in Islam which refers to
the barbarism and state of ignorance which existed prior to the
coming of Islam.


	
WAHHABISBy doing so, he identified himself with the Prophet
Muhammad, and at the same time connected his contemporary society
with the sort of thing Muhammad worked to overthrow.Because so many
Muslims really lived (so he claimed) in jahiliyya, al-Wahhab
accused them of not really being Muslims after all. Only those who
followed the teachings of al-Wahhab were still truly Muslims,
because only they still followed the path laid out by Allah.


	
WAHHABISAL- Wahhab attached a militant political dimension to
his preaching, attacking the Shia and attracting local sheikhs to
his cause. He was welcomed by the Saud family. In 1744 Muhammad ibn
Saud, head of the family, and Muhammad ibn Abd al Wahhab, swore a
traditional Muslim oath promising to work together to establish a
state based on Islamic principles.


	
Osama Bin LadenBorn in 1957, Riyadh, Saudi ArabiaFather became a
billionaire during the oil boom of the 1970s (construction)Degree
in economics and businessHas four wives and 15 children


	
Osama Bin Laden1998 Fatwahto kill Americans and their
alliescivilians and militaryis an individual duty for every Muslim
who can do it in any country in which it is possibleto liberate the
al-Aqsa Mosque and to remove their armies from the lands of
Islam.


	
Osama Bin LadenThree complaintsAmericans in the holy
landOppression of IraqAmerican support of Israel


	
SYMBOLSCRESCENT AND STAR, KABA, MOSQUE, MINARET


	
CRESCENT AND STARIt wasnt until the Ottoman Empire that the
crescent moon and star became affiliated with the Muslim world.
When the Turks conquered Constantinople (Istanbul) in 1453, they
adopted the citys existing flag and symbol. Legend holds that the
founder of the Ottoman Empire, Othman, had a dream in which the
crescent moon stretched from one end of the earth to the other.
Taking this as a good omen, he chose to keep the crescent and make
it the symbol of his dynasty.


	
KABAThe most holy structure in Islam. Situated in Mecca, and is
according to Islam, the centre of the world. The Ka'ba is the qibla
(Kible), the direction Muslims perform the salat, the prayer, in.
The area around the Ka'ba is considered sacred, and inside this the
truce of God reigns. Man and animals are all safe here, and shall
not be forced away. East of the door, in the corner, 1,5 meters
above the ground, the Black Stone is found. This Black Stone is now
in pieces, three large parts, and smaller fragments, which are tied
together with a silver band.


	
KABAThere are several theories on the origin of the Black Stone:
a meteor; lava; or basalt. Its original diameter is estimated to
have been 30 cm. There is another stone, too, built into the Ka'ba,
in the western corner, the Stone of Good Fortune, which is far less
sacred than the Black Stone. The wall between the door and the
Black Stone, is very sacred, and has a lot of baraka (divine
blessing).


	
THE MOSQUEThe mosque is a building erected around a single
horizontal axis, the qibla, which passes invisibly down the middle
of the floor and, issuing from the far wall, terminates eventually
in Mecca, in Saudi Arabia.


	
THE MOSQUEEssentially, a mosque is no more than a wall at a
right angles to the qibla axis and behind, or rather before that
wall there could be anything. In other words, it is an expanse of
ground with a wall at the end, a wall with inserted niche and
engaged pulpit.


	
THE MOSQUEIn all Muslim societies the mosque is the most
important building in the community and probably in the town scape,
providing sense of identity and place. However, it is just one of
four building types which dominate the Muslim townscape-the others
being the market, the palace or the citadel and the residential
buildings.


	
THE MOSQUEThe basic elements of the mosque are:a prayer space,
part covered (haram) and part open to sky (sahan), where the
worshippers can face Mecca, whose orientation is defined by a niche
(mihrab) in the qibla wall. The pulpit (minbar) from which the
leader of the prayers (imam) can deliver the sermon (khutba), is
placed to the right of the mihrab. The space for prayers could be
surrounded by colonnades or arcades. The wall oriented to Mecca
(qibla wall) is normally larger than the other walls.


	
MINARETMinarets originally served as beacons of light. In more
recent times, the main function of the minaret was to provide a
vantage point from which the muezzin can call out the adhan,
calling the faithful to prayer. However, it should be noted that in
most modern Mosques, the adhan is called not in the minaret, but in
the prayer hall, via a microphone and speaker system. Therefore,
the role of the minaret is now largely for traditional and
decorative purposes.


	
Laws of jihad preclude wanton and indiscriminate destruction.
Non-combatants are not to be harmed unless they attack first.
Jurists agree that a clear declaration of war occur before
hostilities, and for proper warning before resuming hostilities
after a truce.

Classical Islam in all its different forms and versions has
never permitted suicide. It is a mortal sin. It does distinguish
between a soldier facing certain death at the hands of an enemy and
the one who kills himself with his own hand. The first goes to
heaven the second to hell. (Bernard Lewis, Princeton
University)Although early texts in the Quran were positive
regarding Christians and Jews (2:62, 29:46) eventually all were to
be subjected to Islam (5:54, 3:85, 9:29)

Belief in the prophet Muhammad includes:He was the last
prophetEvery other prophet was sent to one group, Muhammad was sent
to the world.Belief in the oneness of God and the prophet Muhammad
is known as the Shahada or confession of faith.Life after death is
a physical life.

Good works must be performed following minute detail. Gods mercy
is involved in granting more benefit than is due for doing good
works and charging only the amount due for doing evil.Unbelievers
who answer incorrectly will be beaten with iron hammers and have a
window to the hell fires opened to his grave.Even believers
(Muslims) will with few exceptions undergo some kind of torment,
slight or heavy, dependent upon the particular configuration of his
or her deen (religion or faith) while on earth. (Al-Ghazzali)

There are conflicting Hadith regarding the activities of the
dead during this intermediate period. Some talk of a deep sleep,
others describe a very active time of full consciousness. Although
the Quran says that the dead cannot hear the living (27:80), other
traditions indicate that the dead hear quit well. According to one
hadith the prophet affirmed that the dead speak and even visit each
other. Another says that Muhammad taught that Any man who visits
the grave of his brother and sits near it will make his brother
feel happy and less lonely. The deceased will respond to his
brother, although the latter will not be able to hear or
respond.

Others talk about the spirit circling around his house to
observe how his belongings are handled.

Al-Ghazzali taught that there are four spirits, some wander
around the earth, some God allows to sleep, martyrs remain in the
grave for a few months and then are flown to the Garden. Spirits of
the prophets and saints are given free choice to do what they
please.

Modern Muslims usually decline to speculate about the afterlife.
It is the fact of the day of judgment that they focus on.

Some spiritualize the data, others see it as literal.

Final Hour

Bukhari writes that the number of males will decrease whereas
females will increase till there will be only one male to look
after fifty women. A tradition given by Al-Muslim says the prophet
gave the following comment about the final hour:Thereupon he said:
It will not come until you see ten signs. And (in this connection)
he made a mention of the smoke; the Dajjal [often called
anti-Christ]; the beast; the rising of the sun from the west; the
descent of Jesus, son of Mary; the Gog and Magog; and land-slidings
in three places, one in the east, one in the west, and one in
Arabia at the end of which fire would burn from the Yemen, and
would drive people to the place of their assembly. (Geisler,
113)

To many Muslims commentators, the most important sign of the
closeness of the hour is the coming of Christ, his destruction of
the false Messiah, and establishment of peace and righteousness on
earth. (Geisler, 113)

The anti-Christ is portrayed as blind in one eye, with the word
Kafir (unbeliever) written on his forehead. His primary function is
to mislead the unbelieving masses by claiming divinity and the
power to perform miracles. Jesus will descend to rule in justice
and peace, break the cross and kill the pigs and there will be no
jizya (taxation of non-Muslims). Shiites believe a divinely-guided
Mahdi (twelfth Imam) will reappear instead.
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