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                    Jan Van Eyeck And The "Man In a Red Turban" By Matthew Elton
Although Jan van Eyck is not one of the most famous Renaissance
artists, his painting skills were extraordinary and revolutionary.
In 1433, Jan van Eyck painted Man in a Red Turban. This painting is
an example of Renaissance art. At first glance, Man in a Red Turban
appears to be a simple and relatively plain painting. A mans face
is depicted, with a red turban on his head. The man is in front of
a black background. There is little depth to the painting, and at
first glance there appears to be little color. There are no shades
of blue or green, just the pale white face of the man, and the red
turban on his head. However, when one looks more closely at this
painting, incredible detail can be seen, along with a stunning
array of different colors. The mans face in the painting is not
just a pale white, but consists of hundreds of subtly different
shades of color. Many are used throughout the turban. This creates
an image that appears very vivid and real. To create a painting
this lifelike, Jan van Eycks had to invent his own type of oil
paints. Man in a Red Turban differs greatly from the art of the
Middle Ages. Paintings from the Middle Ages usually have few
colors, and the colors they do have are rather dull. Faces in
paintings of the Middle Ages are often painted with a single color.
Man in a Red Turban is just the opposite, with many colors
combining to form a realistic looking face. Artwork of the Middle
Ages was almost always religious artwork. Yet Man in a Red Turban
is completely secular. Man in a Red Turban also differs greatly
from the art of the Greco-Roman era. Art of Greece and Rome was
usually idealist, in other words, it depicted the perfect man or
woman. However, Man in a Red Turban is not idealist, but rather
realistic. If one looks closely at this painting, wrinkles,
bloodshot eyes, and weathered skin can be seen. For this reason, it
is likely that Man in a Red Turban is a self portrait of Jan van
Eyck himself, since anyone wealthy enough to afford a self portrait
would not want to be painted in such a way. However, Jan van Eyck
did not want the man in this painting to appear perfect. Rather,
Jan van Eyck focused on making the man appear as realistic as
possible. Man in a Red Turban is a piece of Northern Renaissance
artwork. Its dark background and grim expression on the mans face
in the painting is characteristic of Northern Renaissance art.
However, the attention to details and carefully placed shadows in
the painting are characteristic of the Italian Renaissance. For
this reason, Jan van Eyck is credited with helping to bring Italian
Renaissance style into northern Europe. On the frame of the
painting Jan van Eyck has written his own personal motto, which
translates to English as The best I am capable of doing. This motto
expresses the humanistic spirit of the Renaissance; the endeavor to
produce the most perfect, yet most realistic pieces of art humanly
possible.
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