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A m
 om
 en
 t with
 Leo
 Hello Friends and Customers,
 For this issue we were fortunate enough to be granted an interview with Dr. Buzz Aldrin. My interest in America’s Space Mission goes all the way back to the Mercury Project of the early 1960’s and continues today. It is a great honor that Dr. Aldrin gave his time generously to us. Thank you, sir!
 In this issue we also explore the “green” movement and how it relates to the jewelry business. I trust you will find this interesting. I don’t think there is a more green business out there because everything we use (precious metals and gems) are recycled forever, and fine watches will last for generations to come if well cared for. Please see my piece on this titled “A Lasting Legacy.”
 Being a father is such a new and exciting experience for me and I am thrilled by it every day! So please forgive me for being a proud papa and sharing pictures of my family. I just can’t help myself! To the left is a picture of my wife, Penelope, and our 2.5 children. Scarlett is now three, and Alexis is one and a half. We are expecting the birth of our third child in October, so stay tuned for a picture of him or her in our November newsletter!
 Leo [email protected]
 Lisa HamelVice [email protected]
 A MOMENT With Leo
 4 LEO HAMEL TIMES www.leohamel.com
 Pictured left to right:Penelope, Alexis, Scarlet, and Leo Hamel.
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The Patek Philippe watch company runs a very successful advertising campaign
 which states, “You never actually own a Patek Philippe. You merely look after it for the next generation.” The same could be said about any fine watch or piece of jewelry. Any fine time piece or jewelry item you own, or acquire, has the potential of becoming an heirloom. Over the years, the single most treasured item I have been shown by customers has been their “Father’s watch” or “Grandfather’s watch.” I am always touched when I see the pride and value (far beyond the monetary value) attached to the forefather’s wrist watch. Sometimes the watch is not very valuable in a reselling sense, but because it is considered a family heirloom, small fortunes are spent to bring the watch back to life. More often, the watch was well cared for, and a cleaning is all that is needed to recondition it. A modern wrist watch, if of the better Swiss or German manufacture, has the potential to run well for 100 years or more. We often service or repair 100 year-old pocket watches and they run just fine. The modern wrist watch has a much more water and dust-resistant case than older models, is made of modern metals and
 A Lasting Legacy
 Written by Leo Hamel
 6 LEO HAMEL TIMES
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LEO HAMEL TIMES 7www.leohamel.com
 the lubricants have improved over the years. My guess is that if serviced every three to five years, a modern watch might well last 200 years! A diamond, ruby or sapphire has the potential to last for, well, millions of years! Most of us don’t plan that far ahead, but diamonds make great heirlooms. After the man’s wrist watch, the heirloom we see most often is “Mother’s ring” or “Grandmother’s ring.” The metal is often worn but usually can be rebuilt. If set in platinum, many rings look almost as good today as they did 75 years ago, because platinum is very durable. Platinum prices went as high as $2,000 per ounce this year, but as I write this, the price is around $1,550 and a relative bargain. Palladium (a platinum family metal) is a real bargain at $350-$400 an ounce with gold at $900. If you want your ring to have the longest lifespan I would recommend buying platinum or palladium. Wrist watches require a little more care than jewelry does. The single worst “enemy” of a wrist watch is not moisture or dirt, but the belief that an expensive watch will last forever with no maintenance. The most often repeated
 negative statement about a Rolex watch is, “It lasts forever but doesn’t keep good time.” To this I ask, “When was the last time you had it cleaned?” Often people have men’s or ladies’ Rolex watches that “don’t keep time” because they never, or rarely, have them serviced. Over time the parts have worn to the point where it can no longer be “regulated,” the process whereby it is made to keep good time. This is preventable by servicing the watch every 3-5 years. After five years with no service, the parts in your watch start to wear out, much like running a car on low or dirty oil. The oil in a watch moves off the points where it is needed causing metal-to-metal friction which slowly wears the parts; after time, they are so worn that good timekeeping is a thing of the past. Modern watch cases and bracelets are so well made that the watch still looks good, but it just doesn’t keep time. To maintain your watch in the years between servicing, you should also invest in a good quality watch winder. A watch winder will keep the oils distributed throughout the movement and keep the mainspring at its perfect balance of tension. Cheap winders can over wind
 the mainspring causing it to actually lose tension over time. I carry very affordable, yet top quality, watch winders by Wolf Designs. To spend a couple hundred dollars to protect your investment of thousands is a no-brainer. We also offer chic leather jewelry boxes by Wolf Designs that are permeated with a special anti-tarnish treatment that is guaranteed for 35 years. If you own silver or gold jewelry, this is where you must store it to maintain its luster. And don’t be without their wonderful travel jewelry roll to protect your valuables on your next vacation or business trip! There are very few things we can purchase that will last our lifetime and be passed on to several generations. A fine diamond ring, a platinum or gold broach, a well-made gemstone bracelet or a fine Swiss or German wrist watch will last three generations or more if well cared for. And THIS gives us a logical reason to add a watch or precious jewelry item to our collection for each son, daughter, grandson and granddaughter! Not that you really need more reasons to add to your collection, but this is a good one, right?
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 7
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I think one of the greatest joys in life is reaching into the pocket of a freshly
 washed pair of jeans and finding a crisp, rolled up $20 bill. Nothing is better than free money. Oh sure, you can look past the surface and realize that this was money earned, and just temporarily misplaced. But the thrill of forgetting about that cash and then reuniting with it, you have to admit that’s pretty fun. Now imagine finding $200 in that pocket. How about $500? Geez, what would happen if you reached into your pocket and found $1,000? Now the chances of that happening are pretty remote, mostly because if $1,000 is missing, the drywall is getting ripped off the walls until that cash is recovered safe and sound. Yet most people, yes most of us, have hundreds, even thousands of dollars lying around the house, just waiting to be recovered. No, it’s not in the form of balled up twenties hidden in your clothes, but it could be in old unused jewelry. Remember that chain that was so cool in 1986, but won’t even fit around your neck now? You haven’t thought about it in years, and yet there lies a couple hundred bucks of newly found cash. (It’s probably over in that drawer next to the class ring that you haven’t thought about since the last reunion.) OK, I’ll give you a little time, go take a look and see what you can come up with. With the advent of the Internet and its ever-increasing permeation into our lives, a countless list of collector groups have formed that are interested in strange and obscure items. To give you an example, I have a Seiko diver’s watch that I bought when I was 18 years old (hey, I was young and a Rolex
 was expensive, even back then); the watch is your basic model automatic, day-date, black face, heavy duty waterman’s watch. Pretty much standard issue to anyone who surfed, sailed, dived, swam, or just needed a watch that would stand up to the elements; they were as common as VW Bugs back in the ‘70s. But here we are, 35 years later and there are collectors out there looking for old Seiko diver’s watches. Sure, you might laugh, but how many old Bugs do you see still driving around? Turns out my old watch is worth about $50. What does this mean to you? Well, my job is to know this stuff; I’m supposed to be the expert here, knowledgeable about collectable value in even the most unusual items. Now that you’ve gone through all your drawers and jewelry boxes, picking out the stuff that has obvious value, go through and take a second look. Gather it all up. Then take the most important step of all, bring it to Leo Hamel Estate Buyers. A friend once told me that the best time to sell something is when you have a willing buyer. And right now, today, Leo Hamel Estate Buyers is a willing buyer. While other formerly busy stores’ employees are standing around empty showrooms, listening to the crickets chirp, we have realized that to stay viable in this tough economy, you have to work at the things that are currently strong. The metals market right now is strong. Like other commodities, gold has fallen victim to increased energy costs. Did you know that to get a 1 ounce yield of pure gold you have to dig up over 30 tons of rock? The energy costs, plus the use of toxic chemicals and the proper disposal
 of them, makes the cost of mining and refining gold astronomical. But recycling gold uses a fraction of that energy. The economical and environmental savings attained by you for recycling your old jewelry is nothing short of commendable. By selling back that old nugget necklace with the love horn attached to it, you will not only fill your pockets with cash, but it will put you that much closer to saving the world. You’re a saint, I tell you, you really are. But not all jewelry gets melted down and reissued as $50 Eagle gold pieces. The cool stuff gets lovingly repaired, polished and reborn as a beautiful estate piece. Remember what I said about the Internet creating collectors of even the most obscure items? The taste for jewelry varies greatly from person to person. That platinum bracelet might not have floated your boat, but someone else will think it is the most beautiful thing they have ever seen. What could be better than having your old watch, ring, or set of silver flatware live on in someone else’s home? I guess you could consider it a possession transplant. Next time you are in either our Solana Beach or Old Town locations, be sure to check out the estate cases. It’s a history lesson in jewelry. And you just might come across something that brings back so many good memories for you, that you must have it. So, there you have some of the reasons to sell us your old watches, jewelry, sterling silver or collectables. Not only will you rustle up some much needed extra cash, but you will be helping the environment and giving someone a new family heirloom. Everybody wins!
 Recycling Your JewelryWritten by
 Dano McCarthy LHFJ Estate Buyer101
 8 LEO HAMEL TIMES www.leohamel.com
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a. Estate, 14 Karat Yellow Gold and Jade Round Stud Earrings, $350
 b. Estate, 14 Karat Yellow Gold and Jade Large Oval Ring, $525
 c. Estate, 14 Karat Yellow Gold, Lapis Lazuli, Jade, and Pink Sapphire Butterfly Pin, $495
 d. Philip Stein Small Modern, Stainless Steel with Diamond Dial, $1,175
 e. Pandora Charm Bracelet. *Charms Starting at $25
 a.
 b.
 c.
 d.
 e.
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 9Prices and availability are subject to change.
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 Phrases like “I never dreamed my grandmother’s diamonds could look
 so incredible!” or, “My ring hasn’t looked this amazing for 30 years!” is what makes my work so completely rewarding. My passion in the jewelry industry is in creating, whether it is making a ring wearable again by a simple repair, or creating a piece of fine jewelry that is a “one of a kind” custom design. The jewelry industry is unique because of all the ways a person can recycle! First, a simple repair and professional cleaning is often all it takes to make an old item look like it just came from the showcase. Another way to recycle your jewelry is to trade up! Not only do you maximize the value of your original jewelry, but you get to enjoy the beauty of an item that you have always wanted. Finally, the most fun method of recycling is to create a brand new item with our custom design department, using your original diamonds and gemstones. The sentimental value of a piece of jewelry will always outweigh its monetary value. But sentiment usually requires time to accumulate. Imagine inheriting and wearing a beautiful platinum and diamond pendant that your mother wore daily for as far back as you can remember. The sentimental value of that piece came over time and now has an inseparable association with your mother. Now imagine that same pendant is one that your father helped design and had made especially for
 your mother, and there isn’t another one like it in the world. It has sentimental value to your family from the moment that it’s presented to your mother because it’s such a unique expression of your father’s love. A custom made, absolutely unique piece of jewelry leaves our store with sentimental value already built in! One of my favorite examples is a story of a young man preparing to propose to his girlfriend. He inherited a beautiful European cut diamond from his grandmother and two smaller diamonds from his favorite aunt. We worked together to create a custom ring that he had designed himself. He was able to perpetuate the sentiment of his heirloom diamonds and enhance them with a unique design that was all his own. Jewelry repair is another great way to recycle. Whether it is a ring that needs to be resized or a bracelet with a loose clasp, it is seldom that I meet anyone who doesn’t own a piece of jewelry that needs some work to make it wearable again.
 All too often beautiful jewelry gets tucked away in a drawer for years because the owner doesn’t realize that it could be repaired at a minimal cost. Don’t let this happen to you! Never underestimate the value of your jewelry. The best way to maximize the value of jewelry that you don’t wear anymore is to recycle by trading up! Leo Hamel Fine Jewelers is able to give you 10% to 15% more for your jewelry if you trade-in rather than sell. Knowing you are able to trade in your jewelry may even affect what you buy. For example, did you know that if you buy a Hearts on Fire™ laser inscribed diamond that it will never lose value? We will always buy back any Hearts on Fire™ diamond at full price towards an upgrade to a larger Hearts on Fire™ diamond. Leo Hamel Fine Jewelers has been committed to helping recycle jewelry for the last 28 years through repair, custom design and trades-ins. Come see what we can do for your old jewelry!
 Renew, Reuse, Recreate
 Your JewelryWritten by Carson Lee, LHFJ Sales Associate
 www.leohamel.com
 Custom ring designed for Leo Hamel can be reproduced with any color stone.
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 Philip Stein® intertwines well-being and beauty with integrated technologies that help balance the body’s energy flow, also referred to as “Chi.” This strengthens the body’s resistance to stress and provides an overall improved well-being.
 Philip Stein® wearers report better sleep, less stress, better concentration, increased performance and energy level, quicker recovery from workouts and less effects from jet lag. Philip Stein® frequency-based technology helps your body return to its most natural and interference-free state.
 a.
 b. c.
 d.
 e.
 f.
 a. Small Harmony quartz movement with stainless steel case, white glass nouveau diamond dial, and sapphire crystal on a pink ostrich strap, $3,400
 b. Large Harmony quartz movement with stainless steel case, white frosted glass mother of pearl dial, sapphire crystal, and diamond bezel on a turquoise alligator strap, $2,855
 c. Large Harmony quartz movement with stainless steel case, white dial, and sapphire crystal on a black rubber strap, $620
 d. Mini Harmony quartz movement with stainless steel case, frosted white dial, and sapphire crystal on a white lizard strap, $830
 e. Round Modern quartz movement with stainless steel case, chocolate/silver dial, and sapphire crystal on a chocolate alligator strap, $990
 f. Small Modern quartz movement with stainless steel case, black roman dial, sapphire crystal, and diamond bezel on a black silk calfskin strap, $1,965

Page 12
						

There’s a well-known fable about a man walking along a beach covered
 with thousands of stranded starfish. He comes upon a boy who is busily throwing starfish back into the water so they won’t die. The man asks him why he bothers – there are so many starfish that he can’t possibly save them all. Is the little he can do going to matter? The boy gently picks up another starfish and replies, “It matters to this one,” and tosses it back into the water. That is the philosophy of all those who work in animal rescue, and the Baja Animal Sanctuary (BAS) is a shining example.
 How it All Began
 Sunny Benedict relocated to Rosarito from New York to work in realestate. Every day she saw sick, starvingdogs running in the streets and vowed to find a way
 to help. With $180 that she borrowed from friends, she founded BAS. Operating on a shoestring budget and completely dependant on donations and the work of volunteers, BAS takes in the homeless dogs, puppies, cats and kittens from the mean streets, gives them food, shelter, and medical treatment, and tries to find them “forever” homes on either side of the border. It would be easy to be discouraged by the sheer number of stray dogs and cats roaming the streets of Mexico and give up because it’s impossible to save them all. But people like Sunny and Kathleen Paymard, another full-time volunteer who is in charge of stateside cat adoptions, simply refuse to ignore the suffering. And despite the many obstacles and endless work, they have dedicated their lives to saving one pet at a time.
 Adoptions
 BAS also maintains a network of volunteers in the US who often rescue dogs and cats from our own mean streets and give them a second chance at a good life. Kathleen manages a group of dedicated foster parents who take in these homeless pets and care for them until they find new families. She administers the cat adoption center in the Vista PetSmart where people can meet the cats and kittens looking for homes and fill out applications to adopt a new furry friend. Dogs aren’t suited to be confined in store adoption centers, so weekly adoption events are held on weekends at various pet stores around the county, where a few dogs at a time are brought to find their new homes. Through these
 dedicated efforts, 463 BAS cats and dogs found loving homes in 2007 alone.
 Ending the Population Explosion
 Stray dogs and cats on either side of the border are often abandoned without
 having been spayed or neutered, and bear puppies and kittens on the street. Those offspring that don’t die grow up to be feral, or wild, having had no contact with humans. At 6 months old, those puppies and kittens start having litters of their own, and the population of feral animals grows. Every animal in the Sanctuary is spayed or neutered before going to adoptive homes, ending the cycle.
 It Matters To This ne
 Written by Robin Hart, LHFJ CFO Photography by Aimee Hargrove
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 BAS is currently working with the new director of the Rosarito dog pound, a compassionate man who is against euthanizing animals as a means of population control, to set up free neuter/spay clinics in various colonias in and around the city. This is a tremendous drain on their budget, as the City of Rosarito will not provide any of the medications needed. But the program will reduce the number of animals that are reproducing, resulting in fewer strays for BAS and the dog pound to rescue, so the work forges ahead on a shoestring budget. The terrible fact is that most animals that are caught and taken to dog pounds in Mexico are killed. BAS is a strictly no-kill shelter, and all animals that enter their gates are nurtured for the rest of their lives, or until they find a home. But space is at a premium – they are filled to capacity with over 400 dogs and cats at any time - and finding foster homes for some of the pets allows them to continue to take in more rescued animals.
 Foster Homes
 Temporary foster homes for kittens, puppies, cats and dogs are desperately needed so that BAS can continue to save lives. Foster families typically keep
 their wards for a few weeks to several months. The small cost of food buys much gratitude from pets just eager for a new family to love. There is no better therapy than sitting in a room with a troupe of cavorting kittens! Taking them from a short dangerous life trying to scrap a living in the streets, to a long happy one in a loving home is a very emotionally rewarding experience.
 Contact
 If you can help with donations of food, supplies, money, or if you have the heart and capacity to be a temporary foster parent for a homeless pet, please contact Kathleen at 760-727-5369 or email [email protected]. If you are planning a trip into Mexico and would like to visit the Sanctuary please call Sunny Benedict
 in Rosarito at 011/52-661-613-1119 or email her at [email protected]. If you have donations you wish to drop off in San Diego, please email Sandra at [email protected] or call 619-231-6960 for directions to their US storage facility. Visit BAS on the web for pictures of the sanctuary and daily news: www.bajaanimalsanctuary.org.
 BAS is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3), not-for profit corporation, qualified to receive tax-deductible donations. The sanctuary receives NO assistance from the Mexican government. Their survival depends entirely upon contributions from concerned animal lovers.
 The Baja Animal Sanctuary Mission: To provide a safe haven for the abused, abandoned and needy animals who enter our gates, to eliminate their suffering, to improve their quality of life, to reduce pet overpopulation by spaying and neutering, and to find them permanent, safe, loving homes.
 Full time volunteer Kathleen Paymard plays with rescued kitten Angelina.
 www.leohamel.com
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 a. Marco Bicego, 18 Karat Yellow Gold, Citrine, and Pink Tourmaline Necklace, $2,145
 b. Judy Mayfield, 18 Karat Yellow Gold, Diamond, Citrine, and Peridot Necklace, $4,200
 c. Marco Bicego, 18 Karat Yellow Gold and Brushed Finish Yellow Quartz Confetti Gemme Dangle Earrings, $650
 d. Phillip Stein Small Harmony, Stainless Steel Watch, $790
 e. Ulysse Nardin Maxi Marine Diver Power Reserve, Titanium and Stainless Steel, Automatic, $6,900
 f. Marco Bicego, 18 Karat Yellow Gold and Brushed Finish Yellow Quartz Confetti Gemme Ring, $650
 a.
 b.
 c.
 d.
 e.
 f.
 Prices and availability are subject to change.
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One would think that if you were in downtown San Diego and had a craving
 for a Bison Ribeye or a Bone of New York cut from grass-fed cattle, the closest place to find one would be off a dusty trail somewhere on the North American Plains sometime around the turn of the 19th century. Well, you can unpack the covered wagon; western-themed gourmet restaurant and high-end butcher shop Cowboy Star has just galloped into town armed with organic meats from Nebraska and fresh produce from local growers like Weiser Farms in Rancho Cucamonga. In August, Cowboy Star invited San Diego’s city slickers to taste the top-notch ingredients used at their fine dining western restaurant, like the 22-ounce Cattleman’s Cut Rib Chop or the Rosemary Grilled Lamb Loin. Brunch is also served at Cowboy Star, where diners have the choice of cheese biscuits with deer sausage or a “C-Star Benedict” served on buttermilk biscuits with fresh pan gravy. Cowboy Star owner Angie Weber knows all about the country lifestyle. Her great-grandparents claimed land on an East County ranch in the early 1900’s and along with co-owners Jon Weber and Executive Chef Victor Jimenez, has created a unique, gourmet-dining experience using local produce and organic meats from ranches dedicated to the highest integrity of farming practices. The use of fresh ingredients and organic meats gives that fresh-food taste and is an environmentally friendly way to do business. Instead of using large scale, industrialized farms that generally transport goods hundreds, or even thousands, of miles, using produce from local farms greatly reduces the impact from shipping, and supports the local economy as well. The butcher shop next door to the restaurant is another big draw. There you can get prime cuts of organic Bison as well as their popular Angus cut, the “Bone of New York,” along with homemade rubs, signature homemade sauces and finishing salts so that you can host your own western-style hoedown.
 Cowboy Star is located at:640 Tenth Avenue in the East Village.
 For hours and contact information visit their website at:www.thecowboystar.com.
 Gitty UpPhotography by Aimee Hargrove
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 15
 Left to right: Executive Chef/Owner: Victor Jimenez, General Manager/Owner: Jon Weber, and Marketing/Sales/Owner: Angie Weber.

Page 16
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 That’s a question we ask or are asked many times each day. The immediate reaction is to look at your watch and reply
 without hesitation. Regardless of how accurately your watch is set, your answer most often will suffice since people are looking for the approximate time. What if you were to call a friend in London and ask the same question? Or in New York City? Or in Tokyo? The answers would all come back differently. Why is that? Any measurement requires that there be a starting point, or a “datum.” For example, a table measures 64 inches in length. The datum or starting point for the length would be one end of the long axis of the table, and the distance would be measured from that end to the opposite end. The measurement of time is no different. When we ask the question “What time is it?” the datum is often understood to be “local,” but that, too, is general. So, is there one time that fits all? The answer is “yes” but it is not something with which most of us would like to grapple on a daily basis. Coordinated Universal Time (UTC) is time measured from an internationally agreed upon datum – the Greenwich Meridian also known as the 0° Longitude line. The Greenwich Meridian is so named because it runs through the Royal Observatory in Greenwich, England. Partly because of British dominance around the world, they were able to impose their influence on the matter (to the chagrin of the French who wanted the 0° Longitude line to start in Paris), and the world followed Britain’s lead in recognizing the Greenwich 0° Longitude line as the “beginning” line from which longitude – and time – are measured. So how does this all work? The earth, a natural timepiece, rotates about the poles at a constant speed. If we could pick a starting point or line on the earth’s surface and keep track of the rotation relative to something, we’d be able to measure time. The Greenwich Meridian represents that starting point or reference line and the sun represents that point of reference against which to track the earth’s rotation. Voilá – a clock! So, Coordinated Universal Time is measured relative to the
 Greenwich Meridian with the sun exactly overhead in Greenwich at 12 o’clock noon. In the context of Coordinated Universal Time, when someone asks, “What time is it?” you will get the same answer – regardless of your location. To hear the current UTC, call the National Institute of Standards and Technology in Fort Collins, Colorado at 303-499-7111 (not toll-free) and you’ll hear UTC ticking away (never mind that there’s about a 30 millisecond delay from the time the tick occurs and the time you actually hear it over the telephone lines). Since time stands still for no one, you may have to stay on the phone to wait for the top of the minute to arrive. If you call from San Diego, and therefore currently from the Pacific Daylight Time zone, and the time on your watch is, say, 8:23 a.m., your call will go something like this: the phone will ring and, when answered, all you will hear is the ticking of a clock. At 45 seconds after the top of the minute, there will be a period of silence, then a voice will announce, “At the tone, 15 hours 24 minutes Coordinated Universal Time.” At precisely the top of the minute, a tone will sound and the ticks will resume, one each second until the cycle repeats. Give it a try or go to www.nist.gov to check UTC online. So, the time in San Diego is 8:24 a.m. – but UTC is 15:24. San Diego is in the Pacific Time Zone which is based on the 120th degree of West Longitude (or the 120th meridian). There are 360° in a circle and 24 hours in a day – so one hour of time equals 15° of Longitude. The 120th meridian, therefore, is 8 hours from the Greenwich Meridian. And, since we are on Daylight Savings Time right now, the offset from Greenwich is 7 hours. Therefore, with a little head scratching, you can see why UTC 15h24m = PDT 8h24m. In the future, if you want to precisely set your watch, one method would be to call the NIST, get UTC, and then subtract 7 hours if we are on Daylight Savings Time or 8 hours if we are on Standard Time. Perhaps this gives a new appreciation for that simple, oft-asked question, “What time is it?”
 WHATTIMEISIT? Written by
 James M. Hart, PLS, CFedS
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Traditional work done by hand and innovative technology are not contradictory: When
 finishing and decorating watch movements, maintaining typical Glashütte design elements, and creating unique masterpieces, human skills that have been passed on for generations are utilized. Where precision and functionality are called for, the most modern technologies are utilized.
 a. Stainless Steel, Automatic Senator Navigator Chronograph, $8,500
 b. Stainless Steel, Automatic Senator Sixties Chronograph, $8,700
 c. Stainless Steel, Automatic Sport Evolution Chronograph, $8,100
 d. Stainless Steel, Automatic Senator Sixties, $6,250
 e. 18 Karat Rose Gold, Automatic Senator Meissen, $19,900
 f. Stainless Steel, Automatic Sport Evolution GMT, $10,000
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 17Prices and availability are subject to change.
 a. b.
 c.
 d.
 e.
 f.
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COVER Story
 THEMOONAND BEYONDBUZZALDRIN Written by Dorian Hargrove, LHFJ Staff Writer
 Photography by Aimee Hargrove
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 Dressed in a neatly tailored, gray pinstriped business suit, Dr. Buzz Aldrin led me through the living room of his seventh
 story Los Angeles penthouse. I followed him past a large, neon-outlined image of Aldrin inside a spacesuit, standing next to the American flag that he stuck into the surface of the moon (the same image used as an identifier for MTV). That room, adorned with pictures of the astronaut and his wife, Lois, a bronze sculpture of Aldrin’s head, and hundreds of pieces of memorabilia, felt unworldly and surreal to me, like a journey to another planet. Aldrin sat on the edge of the couch, beams of sunlight bursting through the hazy sky behind him. He rested his arms on his knees; waiting for questions he had undoubtedly answered hundreds, if not thousands, of times before. And there are so many questions that could be asked about the events that took place on July 20, 1969, a day that is celebrated as one of America’s greatest achievements; the day that humankind first stepped foot onto a different world. “I imagine the first question you want to ask is what did it feel like to walk on the moon,” Aldrin said mischievously. In the years since the historic lunar landing, Aldrin has said that his journey to the moon wasn’t about feelings; in fact, any time spent for personal reflection during the two and a half hours on the moon’s surface he considered contrary to the mission. But he was not unaffected by the vast splendor of outer space. “The most beautiful thing for me… I guess looking back at the Earth from the colorless gray of the moon. The only thing with color was what we brought with us: the spacecraft, the flag, and in the distance, the Earth.” Even at 78, Aldrin spends little time reflecting on his historic mission. Instead he is devoted to a new undertaking: transitioning the archaic American space program and moving the country towards a new era of space travel. His vision includes a private space venture aiming to transport civilians outside Earth’s atmosphere and eventually, to the moon. He looked at me through sky-blue eyes full of urgency and duty as he explained the need for a revamped space program. “I think the more civilians that can experience space, the more they will be supportive, and the more they will understand what the nation’s trying to do to retain leadership in space.” Aldrin points to his Apollo 11 mission as proof of what a successful space program can do for the country. “It inspired a whole nation, brought about a worldwide respect for the capabilities of America, and it began to put irreparable cracks in the Soviet Union,” he said. “They were very confident that
 they could overwhelm us, but not after we went to the moon. The product of the United States is progress. Without progress we will fall behind. It is already estimated that the economies of China and India will be approaching or surpassing us by 2050. Now, we can turn over the automobile industry and all buy Japanese cars and if we want to go to the moon, we can go there with Chinese or Russian rockets, but most Americans don’t want to do that. Most of us grew up in a nation we were very proud of. I’m not sure that a lot of people these days are proud of their country. It’s doing the best it can. It’s done great things.” At times the former astronaut sounds a bit resentful of the shift in the modern day focus. “I think we need to have a future that we can be proud of and that can inspire our young people and a rock band doesn’t do that, not to me it doesn’t.” Aldrin seemed to imply that I, along with my generation, was
 falling short with my selection of ideals. Yet, in order to understand, one has to look back to Aldrin’s own youth, when rock bands were as alien as space travel. Born Edwin E. Aldrin in 1930 in Montclair, New Jersey, as a child Aldrin didn’t spend much t ime staring off into space. His early years were occupied by studying aviation and football.
 During high school, he played center for the undefeated football team before his interest in aviation took priority. A few years later, he piloted Sabre jets in combat missions during the Korean War, and was reported to have shot down 66 enemy jets. After the war, Aldrin earned a Doctorate in Astronautics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and shortly after graduating in October of 1963, was selected by NASA to become one of the original nine astronauts. For Aldrin, going into space was part of a much larger process. “It was a progressive thing, learning to do more and more. You learn to solo an airplane, then you get to learn to fly formation, then simulated combat, and then real combat. But you’re always practicing with the aircraft that you’ve got.” Throughout Aldrin’s pilot career he has logged over 4,500 hours of flight time; of that, 290 hours were in space. As for the status of America’s space program, Aldrin does see a shift in the right direction. “The positive aspect of our current space program is a transition away from what we’ve been doing for the past 28 years or so and that’s the space shuttle and the space station. We built the space station and now we need to retire the orbiter. We’ve made a commitment of going to the Moon in preparation of going to Mars.”
 I imagine the first question you want to ask is what did it feel like to walk on the moon...
 Continued on pg. 20
 www.leohamel.com
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Aldrin commits much of his time promoting his ideas for sustained human exploration of space and eventually a mass colonization of Mars, having already patented a spacecraft system back in 1993 called the “Cycler” that would orbit from Earth to Mars. He also devotes time to his non-profit agency, ShareSpace Foundation, which would make space travel more accessible for civilians. Aldrin’s devotion to reigniting the space program and rekindling the public’s interest in space travel shows that despite his reluctance to reminisce, he remains overwhelmed by the splendor of that day in July of 1969, when he spent two and a half hours on the surface of a different world. One final question had yet to be addressed, a question that Leo Hamel Times was not the first to ask, nor would we be the last. “Oh, and Dr. Aldrin, what did it feel like to walk on the moon?” He responded with a youthful smile, “It was, truly, out of this world.”
 For more information about Dr. Buzz Aldrin and his non-profit foundation, visit www.buzzaldrin.com.
 Continued from pg. 19
 Buzz Aldrin was the only astronaut that opted to wear the NASA-issued Omega Moon Watch during the two and a
 half hours spent on the lunar surface. Though, Aldrin admits, it was more out of habit than anything else. “Neil (Armstrong) and I both had Omega watches with us when we landed on the moon. Neil elected not to wear his watch on the outside. I wore mine more out of habit, and just to say I had the watch with me. It was not the most useful piece of information to know what time it was in Houston when you’re on the face of the moon,” says Aldrin. Before the Apollo 11 mission, NASA tested five different brands of wristwatches to see which one should be used for the mission. Omega’s Speedmaster chronograph was the only wristwatch to withstand all of the U.S. space agency’s severe tests under conditions of zero gravity and magnetic fields, extreme shocks, vibrations and temperatures ranging from -18 to +93 degrees Celsius. As Aldrin points out, those tests didn’t mean much in the grand scheme of things. “Omega was selected as the watch. It had a stopwatch feature so that you could tell the speed you were going on a one-mile course. That wasn’t very useful when you’re traveling 17,000
 miles an hour and you can’t see the markers because you’re two hundred miles up in space.” As for the whereabouts of the watch that Aldrin wore on the moon, no one knows for sure. “Most people assume that when the astronauts left NASA they took their watches with them. When I left NASA and was assigned
 to the Air Force, I decided to send certain artifacts to the Smithsonian, including my Omega. They inventoried all these things and it was the last time the watch was seen. Somewhere it went missing and is considered stolen.” For the interview, Aldrin was sporting a silver Bulova “Buzz Aldrin” watch. No long term agreement was reached between Aldrin and Bulova to mass produce the watches.
 Omega: The First Watchon the Moon
 20 LEO HAMEL TIMES www.leohamel.com
 October 24th & 25th | Hollywood Stars Red Carpet EventBe dazzled by the jewelry that is worn on the Red Carpet! Kwiat Diamond Company will offer for sale stunning diamond and gemstone pieces worn by such brilliant stars as Halle Barry, Sarah Jessica Parker, Teri Hatcher, and Jessica Alba. Join us in Old Town to sip champagne and soak in the glamour!
 November 8th | Presenting Marco Bicego in Person Making a rare appearance at our Old Town store is the Italian Designer who made Marco Bicego designer jewelry one of the most sought after lines ever. Acquire a one of a kind piece from Marco’s private collection and preview the fall collection.
 November 14th and 15th | Watch & Jewelry ExtravaganzaFactory representatives from your favorite watch brands will display the latest models that were revealed at the Basel Watch Fair in Switzerland. Exclusive jewelry designers will unveil their freshest designs. Receive factory incentives and free gifts, generous trade-in allowances and 1 year same-as-cash financing OAC.
 December 5th and 6th | Wearable Art by MasrieraOur customers demanded that we bring back the incredible Art Nouveau jewelry of Spanish designer Masriera once again. Their fanciful and unique designs are sure to capture your imagination. Collect one now!
 Upcoming Show Information
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a.
 b.
 c.
 d.
 e.
 f.
 a. 18 Karat White, Yellow and Rose Gold, Chocolate & Gold Pearl Diamond Circle Earrings, $5,880
 b. 18 Karat Rose Gold, Chocolate Pearl and Diamond Ring, $3,715
 c. Bertolucci Voglia, 18 Karat Rose Gold with Diamond Bezel, Quartz Movement, $10,400
 d. Tissot T-Moment, Stainless Steel, $375e. Swiss Army Chrono Classic, Stainless Steel,
 Quartz Movement , $395f. 14kw, Chocolate Pearl Necklace, $2,365
 Prices and availability are subject to change.
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 a. Estate, 18 Karat White and Yellow Gold, White & Treated Yellow Diamond Linked Circles Bracelet, $1,950
 b. Judy Mayfield, 18 Karat White and Yellow Gold, Diamond Fleur De Lis Filigree Dangle Earrings, $3,705
 c. Estate, 14 Karat White and Yellow Gold, White and Champagne Diamond Tear Drop Shaped Dangle Earrings, $3,150
 d. Bertolucci Dopia, Stainless Steel, Diamond Dial, Quartz Movement, $4,500e. Ulysse Nardin Maxi Marine Diver Power Reserve, 18 Karat Rose Gold, Automatic, $28,000f. Estate, 18 Karat White and Yellow Gold Oval Fancy Yellow Diamond & Half Moon Pave
 Diamond Milgrain Ring, $14,500g. Platinum, Radiant Fancy Yellow Diamond & Trillion Cut Diamond Ring, $28,800h. 18 Karat Yellow Gold, Diamond Hammered Textured
 Bangle Bracelet, $4,695
 a.
 b.
 c.
 f.
 d.
 g.
 e.
 h.
 Prices and availability are subject to change.
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 It had been more than a year of planning, advising, ordering, appointments, chaotic configuring, and juggling schedules
 until finally the day had arrived. The sun had risen and the start of our lives together was about to begin. Everything was so bright and colorful as if freshly painted onto a bright white canvas. My legs were shaky and my stomach was filled with butterflies. After eight long hours of getting ready and accompanying family and friends, I was dying to see my beautiful bride. I stood in my place and waited anxiously with excitement. An hour went by and I received word that my bride and her bridesmaids were stuck in the elevator between the first and second floors of the suites across the street! Everyone seemed to find humor in the incident, and it gave family and friends the chance to break the ice with some unknown faces. The chatter was broken by loud sirens as the San Diego Fire Department stormed in to rescue my princess. About 20 minutes passed and then someone shouted, “Here comes the bride!” The shakes in my legs returned and I was overwhelmed with intense emotions. I stood up straight and nervously fixed my tie. I glanced up and my heart dropped. My eyes welled up as I watched my bride so gracefully walk towards me. There she was: an angel for me to hold and to lay with forever. I gasped and choked down my tears. She was gorgeous and I seemed to be falling apart. Her father placed her hands in mine and together we stood in front of one hundred guests, our family and friends. The minister began with some heartwarming promises and scriptures of marriage. He moved on to our vows and within seconds she said the words I had been longing to hear, “I do.” We kissed and lit our unity candles and were pronounced man and wife. The ceremony was more beautiful than we could have imagined. The food was fabulous, the wedding was phenomenal, and our night together was private. We now have the rest of our lives to look forward to, and a memory we’ll always cherish.
 A Love StoryWritten by Chris Chestnut, LHFJ Customer Photography by Aimee Hargrove
 www.leohamel.com
 Chris Chestnut with wife Jessica Chestnut
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Publication: Leo Hamel CatalogBleed: 8.75" x 11.25"Trim: 8.5" x 11"Safety: 7.5" x 10"
 Advertiser: BertolucciAd Name: Serena Garbo DiamondsGiga #: 57508
 PDF
 SERENA garbopolished stainless steel
 180 full cut finest diamonds (2.12 carats)
 www.bertolucci-watches.com
 212.204.0580
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a. A radiant fancy length flower design ring of 14 karat white gold with 2.70 carat total weight white & treated yellow diamonds illuminates any setting, $2,950
 b. Marvelous and interesting 14 karat white gold and diamond oval knuckle length freeform ring with 0.40 carat total weight sparkling diamonds, $695
 c. Gorgeous and unique vintage 18 karat white and yellow gold filligreed ring with a generous 2.04 carat cushion cut yellow diamond surrounded by 2 half moon diamond sides of 1.00 carat total weight and accentuated with 0.42 carat total weight round brilliant cut diamonds, $14,500
 d. A sparkling cluster ring of 14 karat white gold with a 0.75 carat round brilliant cut shimmering diamond surrounded by 3.24 carat total weight of opulant diamonds will add class to all occasions, $6,995
 e. Incredible vintage platinum engraved ring with a breathtaking 2.22 carat emerald cut diamond (GIA certified VS1) surrounded by 0.35 carat total weight of round brilliant cut and marquise diamonds, $19,500
 f. Gorgeous floral pattern 14 karat yellow and white gold ring with a 1.25 carat old European cut diamond (certified VS2) surrounded by 2.25 carat total weight of sparkling diamonds, $9,150
 g. Romantic twist and hearts pendant of 18 karat yellow and white gold with 0.73 carat total weight of sparkling white & treated yellow diamonds, $695
 a. b.
 d.c.
 e. f.
 EstateA look at some of the best in our growing collection.
 26 LEO HAMEL TIMES www.leohamel.com
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g.
 h.
 i.
 j.
 k.l.
 m.
 n.
 h. By the ever popular Simon G, a whimsical diamond twist pendant of rich 18 karat white and rose gold containing 0.35 carat total weight round brilliant cut diamonds, $1,150
 i. Show off your true colors with this fanciful swirl pendant necklace of 14 karat white gold comprised of 0.77 carat total weight round multi-color treated diamonds, $795
 j. Elegant dangle earrings of 14 karat yellow gold with 1.48 carat total weight pavé champagne diamonds set on an inverse teardrop accenting dangling smoky quartz briolettes, $1,395
 k. Whimsical five row half hoop 14 karat white gold earrings with 1.18 carat total weight fiery irradiated red and colorless diamonds, $1,195
 l. Shimmering as waves in the islands, this dazzling 18 karat white gold bracelet with 35.70 carat total weight of 5 oval aquamarines and 2.10 carat total weight of glittering diamonds is lovely alone or matched with the fabulous earrings, $4,500
 m. Extravagant 14 karat white gold clip earrings with 7.20 carat total weight aquamarines and splendid diamonds are lavish alone or paired with the gorgeous matching bracelet, $1,500
 n. Craftsmanship which is difficult to find in today’s world is abundant in this opulent turn-of-the-century (20th Century) Victorian 14 karat yellow gold and platinum pin featuring 4.25 carat total weight of shimmering diamonds, $11,500
 Jewelry
 Prices and availability are subject to change.
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Two recurring images haunt Vista resident, Faith Paulus. They keep her up at night and stay with her into the day. The first, a picture she saw of impoverished children drinking water from a pool of green algae laden water; the other is the growing number of people she sees each day with plastic, disposable water bottles in their hands. She started thinking about the mountain of non-biodegradable plastic waste produced from those bottles throughout the country and the opposing image of sapless children forced to drink from filthy water sources. The images motivated Paulus to find a solution, to help in some way. On September 17th, that solution was unveiled when Paulus launched Back To The Tap—a self-contained, reusable, filtered water bottle made from long lasting, chemically responsible plastic. Back To The Tap is unlike any sports water bottle out on the market. Inside the #4 grade, carcinogenic-free plastic, is a special carbon filter, capable of filtering water from any tap source for up to three months. One Back To The Tap bottle can potentially save a consumer from purchasing over 300 disposable plastic water bottles, and the savings continues with the purchase of a new filter. “This safe and long lasting container combined with a unique device that “Filters As You Drink,” allows quality drinking water to be obtained from any commercial or residential tap source, and has proven to improve the taste of tap water to rival any bottled water on the market,” says Paulus. In addition to saving the consumer approximately $1,100 annually, Back To The Tap also saves the environment. Most of the plastic used in disposable water bottles is made from harmful chemicals that leech into the soil during the long breakdown process once in the landfill. “The growing social
 acceptance of purchasing an estimated $60 million worth of plastic water bottles annually in the United States alone - most of which is riddled with toxic chemicals - without a responsible means of properly recycling at least 80 percent of it, just seemed senseless to me,” says Paulus. Back To The Tap will not only reduce the growing amount of plastic bottle waste which currently makes up 25% of the waste in landfills across the United States, but will also provide safe, affordable drinking water to all people. Even before the official exhibit date, Earth Share, a network of respected environmentally friendly products, companies and foundations, decided to feature Back To The Tap in their catalog of earth-friendly organizations. Back To The Tap responded by donating $1.00 from every purchase to Earth Share. As for the future, Paulus’ hopes are high. “We are looking forward to expanding the Back To The Tap campaign to a global level in a fairly short time. Our product line will begin to grow with the addition of organic bottle carriers, t-shirts, and more which should ultimately assist in supporting awareness for the cause.”
 To find out more about Back To The Tap visit their website at www.backtothetap.com
 Back to the
 Tap written by Dorian Hargrove
 LHFJ Staff Writer
 28 LEO HAMEL TIMES www.leohamel.com
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a. Classic pre-owned stainless steel Rolex Datejust with automatic movement, salmon Roman numeral dial, fluted bezel, sapphire crystal and Jubilee bracelet. The Oyster case is water resistant to 100 meters. Stands up to the toughest schedules. Retail price: $5,150
 b. For water sports enthusiasts! Pre-owned stainless steel Rolex Sea Dweller with automatic movement, black dial, steel unidirectional rotating bezel, sapphire crystal, Oyster bracelet with special flip-lock buckle for security while diving. Watch comes with original paperwork and Rolex box. Rated for an astounding 1220m/4000 ft. of water resistance. Helium escape valve in the case deploys if critical pressure thresholds are exceeded. Retail price: $6,225
 c. Pre-owned stainless steel Rolex Submariner Date with 18 karat yellow gold unidirectional rotating diving bezel, desirable blue dial and blue bezel insert, sapphire crystal and 18 karat yellow gold and stainless steel Oyster bracelet with security flip-lock buckle with divers extension built in. Perhaps one of the most copied styles in watch history. Retail price: $7,900
 d. Pre-owned 18 karat yellow gold Rolex Day-Date with automatic movement, gold dial, gold fluted bezel and solid 18 karat yellow gold President bracelet. The Oyster case of the Day-Date is water resistant to 100 meters. Worn by Presidents, this is arguably the most sought after, and perhaps most recognizable model, that Rolex makes. Retail price: $24,800
 *Not affiliated with Rolex USA.
 Pre-owned Rolex
 a.
 b.
 c.
 d.
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 29Prices and availability are subject to change.
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Good TIMES
 Leo,
 Dear Leo:
 I want to thank you for all the years I’ve been coming in, which is about 25.
 The same goes for you. I’ve made many purchases from Leo Hamel’s over the years, from my wife’s wedding ring, to my Swiss watches, and many other items I’ve purchased. It’s Juli’s and my favorite place. Looking forward to many more great years of excellent service and friendship.
 I don’t know who else offers the +/- pushpieces for the “local” time but I really like that feature. It’ll get some exercise soon... going on business to Lisbon tomorrow night. Thanks for introducing me to Ulysse Nardin! See you next time.
 Sincerely, Joey GiacaloneV. President / Co-ownerThe Venetian Restaurant
 My best,Michael Gibbs
 Best regards,Bill
 A number of years ago I made a decision to ask the love of my life to marry me. She agreed, I purchased a ring (not from you, unfortunately) and gave it to her. Unfortunately, it did not work out and we parted ways. I put the ring in a box and passed by it daily for two years. Finally, one day I decided NOT to look at it anymore.
 Every time I walk in to Leo Hamel Fine Jeweler’s I feel like family, I’m greeted warmly whether it’s by your sister Lisa or Teri, Yolanda or even you! I think I understand when people in my buisness come in and make comments about how they feel the warmth from my staff and how the product is always consistent.
 I LOVE the watch! One of my new favorites and I wear it a lot. Probably one of the prettiest pieces I own, also one of the most accurate mechanical movements, and very functional.
 Yolanda has always been very courteous and follows up with me often. I feel that we have developed a great professional relationship and I guarantee that if I ever find that special woman again, I will most certainly purchase a ring from her at your store.
 I made a trip to your store when I was met by Yolanda who showed me some very nice watches. She was very friendly and knowledgeable about the Rolex watches that I was interested in. We struck a deal and I was no longer sad that my engagement did not work out. Instead now I have a beautiful time piece that looks great on my arm.
 I wish you continued success and I am sure you will have it with associates like her.
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 31www.leohamel.com
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Dr. Donnelly advertised in our first issue and coincidentally I needed a dentist for the first time in a long while. Though reluctant to go I ended up actually enjoying the process because of how friendly and accommodating everyone was. The care was superb as well. I personally and highly recommend them!
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 a. Stainless Steel, Da Vinci “Vintage,” $7,300b. Stainless Steel, Pilot’s Watch “Vintage,” $10,800c. Stainless Steel, Portofino Hand Wound “Vintage” Moonphase, $12,500d. Stainless Steel, Ingenieur “Vintage,” $7,300e. Stainless Steel, Portuguese Hand Wound “Vintage,” $11,700f. Stainless Steel, Aquatimer “Vintage,” $7,300
 Celebrating the 140th anniversary since its foundation, IWC has unveiled the Vintage Collection. This collection showcases six timepieces that represent remarkable milestones not only for IWC, but also for the art of watch making. Each watch represents an iconic model: the Pilot’s watch, Portuguese, Ingenieur, Aquatimer, Da Vinci, and Portofino.
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a. Stainless Steel, JAZZMASTER OPEN SECRET, Automatic, $1,745b. Stainless Steel, VENTURA, Automatic, $995c. Stainless Steel, KHAKI X-COPTER, Automatic, $1,395d. Stainless Steel, KHAKI BeLOWZERO, Automatic, $995e. Stainless Steel, KHAKI BeLOWZERO, Automatic, $1,495f. Stainless Steel, KHAKI BeLOWZERO, Automatic, $2,095
 Elegant. Precise. American Spirit. These are just a few words that describe the Hamilton watch company. These watches encompass the style and functionality of the 21st century, while remaining true to its classic history.
 34 LEO HAMEL TIMES Prices and availability are subject to change.
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With all the concern over preserving nature today, the jewelry industry
 shines as a bright light. Jewelry has always been recycled, from the tomb robbers of the ancient world to those who refine old gold into new today. New gold is extracted from the earth by several methods, most of which cause some damage to nature. Gold panning (like the prospectors in the movies) is the least damaging as one sifts sand from a stream and usually puts it back in the process. Only small amounts of gold can be found this way. Sluicing and dredging to acquire larger amounts of gold displaces great amounts of sand and earth thus disturbing normal conditions in that part of the river and downstream. Hard rock mining involves crushing huge quantities of earth and removing the gold through a process that uses cyanide. Today there are regulations that limit harm to the environment, but in the old days it was not always so. If you ever travel to South Africa you will see mountains of earth around the city of Johannesburg from the gold rush days of the late 1800’s because there was just no place to put all the earth that was dragged up from miles below the surface. With gold prices at record highs, many people are selling us their “old” gold. We then refine it back to pure gold and use it to make new jewelry. This causes almost no damage to the environment and is a significant source of gold today. Silver, platinum and palladium can also be refined and recycled. Many customers bring in their old gold and ask us to make something new out of it, and we are happy to comply. We have four full time jewelers on the premises who can craft just about anything from a simple band to the most complicated computer-aided designs. This is a great way to keep the sentiment of that old piece of jewelry after it’s become dated or worn. If you have any type of jewelry that you no longer use, we can often find a new home for it. Feel free to bring in whatever you have; we may buy it or trade you something else for it. So easy, and so ecologically sound!
 Miningvs. RefiningWritten by Leo Hamel
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 35
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This story goes way back to our second store on El Cajon Blvd near Highway 805. I loved that little store because
 on Saturdays there would be a Mercedes’, a Porsche, even a Rolls or Ferrari parked outside and that was NOT the neighborhood to expect to see those kinds of cars! I had a customer back then who bought several fine watches from me, including a Patek Philippe, but he could be miserable to deal with at times. Finally I decided that I was done with him. The next time he came in I handed him a check and said, “Jamison (not his real name) here is a check for $100 (a lot of money to me back then).” “What’s this for?” he asked. “You have been unreasonable lately and I am done with you. That’s the first hundred dollars you are spending with your next jeweler because you are not shopping here anymore. You are not ever allowed in my store again. Bye, bye!” He looked kind of stunned, took the check and left. We didn’t see him for several months but then one day he called in on a Saturday and asked, “Is Leo in?” Lisa recognized his
 voice and covered the mouthpiece. “It’s Jamison and he wants to know if you are in!” Curiosity mixed with dread. “Tell him I am gone for the day.” She hung up and I waited in my office, one hand holding the blinds open just a crack and the other resting lightly on a Colt .45. Maybe he had snapped and was gunning for me! He slunk in furtively, and only relaxed when he saw that I wasn’t in the showroom. Lisa waited on him as if nothing was wrong and it was totally fine that he had come in. He quickly spent about $45,000 which was a fortune for us back then! After everything was wrapped up and paid for he leaned close to Lisa, grinned and hissed, “Hah! I just outsmarted Leo! He told me never to come back in here but I did!” Satisfied and triumphant he marched out; he had outfoxed me. But somehow I was able to console myself with the $45,000 sale we’d made! Jamison (not your real name), if you read this and recognize yourself, I owe you dinner and another $100 that you can spend right here because I love to tell this story.
 Leo Hamel presents Outsmarting your jeweler written by leo hamel Illustrated by carlito peralta jr.
 36 LEO HAMEL TIMES
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Crown Wheel - Transfers the power from the winding pinion to the ratchet wheel.
 Mainspring Bridge Plate - Holds all the parts involved
 with winding the watch.
 Regulator - Used to adjust the speed of the balance
 wheel for timekeeping.
 3rd Wheel - Runs the second hand of the watch.
 2nd Wheel - Transfers the power from the 1st wheel to
 the 3rd wheel.
 1st wheel - Transfers power from the escapement to the
 2nd wheel.
 Pallet Fork - Part of the escapement.
 Stem - The rod connected to crown of your watch allowing you to set and
 wind your watch.
 Winding Pinion - Engages the winding position of the stem when winding
 the watch.
 Clutch Pinion - Engages the setting position of the stem
 when setting the watch.
 Ratchet Wheel - Transfers the power from the crown wheel to the mainspring barrel. It only winds one way, hence ratchet.
 Balance Wheel Bridge - Holds the balance wheel and regulator.
 Balance Wheel - Regulates the timing of the watch.
 Balance/Hair Spring - Transfers the power from the mainspring to the balance wheel.
 Escapement Bridge - Holds the parts of the escapement.
 Escapement - The mechanism that transfers power from the balance wheel to the rest of the watch. Also the part that makes the watch tick.
 Mainspring Barrel - Houses the mainspring and releases its power.
 Mainspring - The spring that gives the power to the watch. This is the part you are winding in the watch.
 Main/Pillar Plate - The base of the movement where everything is arranged.
 Behind the scenes
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 37www.leohamel.com
 *Graphic: IWC FA Jones Movement
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 With the introduction of its limited edition Aquatimer Chronograph “Cousteau Divers” watch, IWC is helping to restore Jacques-Yves Cousteau’s legendary research ship, the Calypso. Launched in 1942 as US Minesweeper J-826, it was then given over to Great Britain and assigned to the Mediterranean. In 1950, a member of the Irish brewing family, Guinness, purchased the craft and presented it to Cousteau, who remodeled it into a diving and research vessel. Millions of people watched in awe as Jacques-Yves Cousteau explored the mysteries of our oceans in his Calypso. The ship sank in 1996 after a collision, and was parked in a maritime museum in La Rochelle, France. IWC partnered with the Cousteau Society to raise funds to restore the Calypso and create a floating museum and monument to the work of the late Cousteau, who taught generations to respect and protect the treasures of the ocean. A special dock was constructed in the fishing port of Concarneau where the Calypso will be completely renovated.
 IWC launched its first special edition of the Aquatimer Chronograph “Cousteau Divers” in 2006 and funds from its sales financed moving the ship to her new dock. As homage to the legendary research vessel, an authentic sliver of wood from the Calypso was inlaid in its case back. With the restoration work now under way, the costs will again be supported by profits from the second limited edition (2,500 pieces) of the Aquatimer Chronograph “Cousteau Divers” featuring new dial colors of marine blue, signal yellow and black. The back of the 44 mm stainless steel case carries a beautiful verre églomisé painting of the Calypso at sea, circled with the inscription “Tribute to Calypso” and the edition number. As a diver’s watch, the Aquatimer with automatic chronograph movement is pressure-resistant up to 12 bar and the rotating inner bezel reads the diving time elapsed. This limited edition is a wonderful piece of maritime and world history for any watch collector, whether you have one watch or a dozen.
 The IWC Aquatimer Chronograph “Cousteau Divers” Rescues the Calypso
 IWC Limited Edition Aquatimer Chronograph “Cousteau Divers” automatic watch in stainless steel with blue dial and black subdials, plain outer bezel, and rotating mechanical inner bezel on a black rubber strap, $5,800
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Select ‘Build your own bracelet’ from the top menu.
 Pick the length and metal of the bracelet you want, then click on the bracelet to continue.
 View the charms by collection or click on the right arrow to view charms by pages. Drag the charms you would like to add to your bracelet one by one and place them in the order you like.
 Once finished select the ‘Select Lock’ tab from the top, and like the charms, place your desired locks in the designated nubs on the bracelet.
 You can save your creations and view details on each bracelet element by selecting ‘Join the PANDORA Club and save your bracelet.’ Here you can print out your custom creation, take it into Leo Hamel Fine Jewelers, and have us create it for you!
 LEO HAMEL TIMES 39
 Create your very own custom
 Pandora Charm Bracelet
 2
 3
 4
 5
 6
 Log on to www.pandora-jewelry.com and select your region.
 1
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