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LAMBURNAM VILLA
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LABURNAM VILLA• The main setting of "The Monkey's Paw" is inside and around
 the White family home, called Laburnam Villa.• the scene inside Laburnam Villa is contrasted with the scene
 outside.• Outside, it's your typical dark and stormy night. Inside things
 are warm and cheery, with chess, knitting, and a roaring fire.• As the story progresses, the house becomes progressively
 darker and spookier – complete with creaking stairs, strange shadows from candles, and things that go bump in the night. After Herbert dies, we are told that the house becomes "steeped in shadow and silence" (3.3).
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LABURNAM VILLA• This is just the beginning of the house's dark transformation.• The climax comes when what we imagine to be the mutilated
 and grave-rotted Herbert comes back from the dead and knocks on the door.
 • At the end of the story, the house is no longer a nightmare place, but we don't get the idea that things are going to be happy inside for a very long time.

Page 6
						

MAW AND MEGGINS
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MAW AND MEGGINS• Maw and Meggins is the name of the company that owns the
 factory where Herbert works.• We never visit this place, and we never learn exactly what is
 done there or what Herbert's job is.• This setting is important because it highlight one of the story's
 more serious issues: working conditions in factories in the early 1900s.
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INDIA
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INDIA• Like Herbert's workplace, India is heard about but not seen in
 the story.• In 1902 India was still part of the British Empire.• Because of the British presence and influence in India, the
 British public had been exposed to information about India (much of it faulty) for some time, mostly from British people who spent time there.
 • The fact that the monkey's paw supposedly comes from India reflects the public's fascination with India, its embrace of stereotypical representations of people from India, and an eagerness to believe that Indian and other foreign traditions would cause problems if introduced into Western societies.

Page 10
						

TIME SETTING• The story is probably set around the time it was published, in
 1902.
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CHARACTERS
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Mr. White
 Herbert’s father and Mrs. White’s husband. Mr. White is an old man who is both curious and
 malleable. A poor man, he thinks longingly about the exotic lands
 he has never visited. The monkey’s paw fascinates him in part because of its
 connection to those lands. Although it is Mr. White who makes all three wishes, he
 makes the first two only at the suggestions of his wife and son.
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Mrs. White
 Herbert’s mother and Mr. White’s wife. Mrs. White is an intelligent and passionate woman. She shares her husband’s and son’s fascination with
 Sergeant-Major Morris’s stories and questions him just as eagerly as they do.
 She is lovingly attentive to her husband and son, although she also enjoys teasing them.
 Herbert’s death traumatizes Mrs. White, and she forces Mr. White to wish Herbert back to life.
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Herbert White 
 The son of Mr. and Mrs. White. Herbert is an irreverent, affectionate, and loyal young
 man and the only surviving child of the Whites. He works in an unidentified capacity with heavy
 machinery at a company called Maws and Meggins. It is possible, although not certain, that Mr. White’s
 second wish reanimates Herbert as a terrifying corpse
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Sergeant-Major Morris 
 A friend of the Whites. A mysterious and possibly sinister figure, Sergeant-
 Major Morris enjoys talking about his adventures abroad and shows the Whites his monkey’s paw, in spite of his professed reservations.
 A jaded and world-weary man, he discourages Mr. White from dreaming of India, suggesting that life is better and simpler at home in England.
 He throws the monkey’s paw into the fire and urges Mr. White not to make any wishes, but he ultimately tells him exactly how to make a wish.
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The Representative 
 The man who informs Mr. and Mrs. White of Herbert’s death. The nervous representative sympathizes with the Whites and tries to distance himself from Maw and Meggins’s failure to take responsibility, stressing that he is following orders and not expressing his own feelings. He gives Mr. and Mrs. White two hundred pounds from the company.

Page 17
						

The Themes Of
 Monkeys Paws
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The Main Themes Of The Monkey’s
 Paws
 The Danger of Wishing Fate and Chance
 The Clash between Domesticity and
 the Outside World
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The Danger Of Wishing
 As Jacobs suggests, making one seemingly harmless wish only
 intensifies and magnifies desire as each subsequent wish becomes more outlandish. After receiving
 two hundred pounds for Herbert’s death, for example, Mrs. White
 jumps to the conclusion that the paw has unlimited power. She
 forces Mr. White to wish to bring Herbert back to life, a wish far more serious than their first.
 Unchecked greed, therefore, only leads to unhappiness, no matter how much more one asks for. Intense desire also
 often leads to unfulfilled expectations or unintended consequences as with
 Herbert’s unexpected death and rise from the grave as a living corpse. Put simply, Jacobs is reminding readers to
 be careful what they wish for because it may just come true.
 The Whites’ downfall comes as the result of wishing for more than what they actually
 needed. Even though Mr. White feels content with his life—he has a happy family, a comfortable home, and plenty of love—he nevertheless uses the monkey’s paw to wish
 for money that he doesn’t really need.
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Fate and Chance
 - Considering the timing and repercussions of each of the three wishes, we can say that Herbert's death was certainly fate - every event that occured is fated.
 - Mr White has the monkey’s paw that has the ability to fulfill whatever wishes that he want – Mrs white think this is the time to use the monkey’s paw - ask and force to use the ability of the monkey paw’s to resurrects Herbert.
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The Clash between Domesticity and the
 Outside World
 Jacobs depicts the Whites’ home and domestic sphere in general as a safe, cozy place separate from the dangerous world outside. The Whites’ house is full of symbols of happy domesticity: a piano, knitting, a copper kettle, a chessboard, a fireplace, and a breakfast table. But the Whites repeatedly invite trouble into this cozy world.
 Sergeant-Major Morris—a family friend, seasoned veteran, and world traveler—
 disrupts the tranquility in the Whites’ home with his stories of India and magic and
 warnings of evil. He gives Mr. White the monkey’s paw, the ultimate token of the
 dangerous outside world. Mr. and Mrs. White mar the healthy atmosphere of their home
 again when they invite the Maw and Meggins representative inside, a man who shatters their
 happiness with news of Herbert’s death.
 The final would-be invader of the domestic world is Herbert himself. Mr. White’s terrified
 reaction to his dead son’s desire for entrance suggests
 not just his horror at the prospect of an animated
 corpse, but his understanding, won from experience, that any
 person coming from the outside should be treated as a
 dangerous threat to the sanctity of the home.
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The Moral Values

Page 23
						

Moral Values
 Believe that there is another world that we
 cant see but it is really exist
 Be careful of what you wish
 for because you just might get it or the cause of anything can
 always have an effect
 Be gratefull of what we have.
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LITERATURE DEVICES IN MONKEYS PAW
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Symbolismsomething in a literary work that symbolizes an outside force-in "masque of the red death" the red death symbolizes the black plague
 foreshadowinggiving details that hint upcoming events-in "the masque of the red death" every time the clock strikes people stop what they're doing and are scared and waiting. This implys that something bad is going to happen and they are waiting for it
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Allegorythe settings, events, and characters that are clearly symbolic...in "masque of the red death" symbolizes death
 satirewhen an author uses humor in a literary work. the dog that bite people or saturday night live
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Hyperbolewhen an author uses exaggeration in a literary work...in "the dog that bit people" exaggeration was used for some of the things the dog did.
 suspensefeeling of uncertainty about the outcome of a story
 Ironstories that portray differences from reality to appearance
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Writer’s MOOD & opinion
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creepy
 • Cold and wet night• Quiet fire burning in the background• Wind howls outside• Waiting for a mysterious visitor
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Distressing
 • After Herbert dies• “The house steeped in shadow and
 silence”.
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Distraught and dispressed
 • Mr. and Mrs. White have finally realized the result of their greedy actions
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