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Fast Facts
 • Capital- Wellington• Population-3,908,037 of ’02• Major cities- Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch• Area- 103,738 sq miles (268,680 sq kilometers)• New Zealand is located on the Southern
 Hemisphere.Capital: Wellington
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History
 The first people who discovered New Zealand immigrated from Polynesia in 1000. The Maori The Maori were descendants of these early people. Were hunter-gatherers. Were fierce warriors. Tribes often declared war on each other. Only existed in certain areas until Dutchman Abel Tasman arrived. Dutchman Abel Tasman Worked for the Dutch East India Company. Was searching for a continent in the Southern Hemisphere. Discovered New Zealand in December of 1642. Wasn’t let on the island because the Maori were there first. Captain James Cook In 1769, he sailed around New Zealand. Became friends with the Maori. Soon others followed him to find this land. European Explorers Other Europeans came to New Zealand for a better life by the late 1700s. They set up colonies to trade natural resources like flax and wood. They also set up colonies to hunt whales and seals.
 New Zealand became successful and profitable.
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Island Nation/Geography
 New Zealand is an island nation. It is made up of three large islands and many other smaller ones. Its nearest neighbor is Australia which is about 1000 miles away. There are some active volcanoes in the center of the island. It also has many lakes; the largest being Lake Taupo. The Cook Strait separates North Island and South Island; New Zealanders call it the
 Mainland. New Zealand’s rivers generate most of New Zealand’s energy. The longest river is the Waikato River which is 264 miles long. There is also a lot of rainfall in New Zealand.
 Average Yearly Rainfall
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Plants and Animals
 Many plants and animals live in the varied landscape that New Zealand is located in.
 Because New Zealand is an island nation, some plants and animals can’t be found anywhere else on the Earth.
 Some plants are: Beech tree Rimu tree Varied grasses
 Some animals are: Lizards Frogs Bats Kiwis- a small grey-brown bird
 Varied grasses
 Beech tree
 Kiwi
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New Zealanders
 Most New Zealanders are European immigrants. They are known as pakeha. The second largest group was the Mouri who were Indians. There are also Pacific Islanders and Asians. Almost all of New Zealanders live in cities and own a family home which
 often have attached gardens. Children must attend school from age six to age 15. Almost all New Zealanders can read and write. After primary school, children must attend secondary school. After secondary school, they can choose one of the seven universities they
 would like to go to.
 Primary school
 The Maori
 Europe
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Language
 New Zealand’s official languages are English and Maori.
 English Maori Hello Kia oraGood-bye E haere raChildren Tamariki Gift Koha Visitor Manurhiri
 “Hello” in different languages
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Religion
 New Zealand does not have an official religion.
 Catholicism- 50%Protestantism- 35%Other- 15%
 Catholicism
 Protestantism
 Other (Islam)
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Government
 New Zealand is a Parliamentary Democracy.Head of State: British monarch represented by
 governor general. (Queen Elizabeth 11)Head of Government: Prime Minister (John Key)Legislative: Parliament Became a nation on September 26, 1907. John Key Queen Elizabeth
 11
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Economy
 Agricultural Products: Meat, fish, dairy products, wool; wheat, fruits, vegetables; timber
 Manufactured products: Processed foods, wool products, textiles, machinery
 Mining Products: Petroleum, coal, natural gasCurrency: New Zealand dollar (1 New Zealand
 dollar= 100 cents)
 coal wool
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Transportation
 New Zealand is very much like us in a lot of different ways like, for example, transportation.
 New Zealand has more than 57,000 miles of roads. Most New Zealanders own a car to get around. They also get around using bicycles, buses, and trains. If they are going on a very long trip, they would have to take an
 airplane. The nation’s largest airport is located in Auckland. Most of the country’s imports and exports come from waterways in
 Auckland and Wellington. Import and export ships
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Holidays
 Christmas Day- December 25th Labor Day- October 22nd Waitangi Day- February 6th (signing of the Treaty of
 Waitangi) ANZAC Day- April 25th (honor soldiers) New Years- January 1st Boxing Day- December 26th (honors St. Stephen- first martyr)
 St. Stephen
 ANZAC Day Waitangi
 DayChristmas Day
 Boxing Day

Page 14
						

The Maori Art
 The Maori art is very unique in a lot of different ways. Different pieces of wood, bone, and stone are combined with Paua shell. When the Paua shell is polished, bright and significant colors show. The Maoris usually wear pendants or necklaces (usually made out of bone or
 green stone) with many different Maori symbols. The most popular shape for their necklace was a hook called Hei Matau. It represents a safe journey through life, and the Piloura, which represents a figure 8, and represent in the Maori culture to bring friendships and growth.
 There are thousands of different sculptures created by artists too. Other crafts like wool products are also made.
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Sports
 The “Kiwis” is the name for teams in New Zealand. The most popular sport in New Zealand is Rugby. Some other sports are: Soccer (football) Cricket Netball Swimming Cycling Golf
 Cricket
 Netball
 Rugby
 SoccerCycling
 Swimming
 Golf
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