


	
		×
		

	






    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                            
							
                        

                    

                

                
                    	
                            Log in
                        
	
                            Upload File
                        


                

            


            
                
                    	
                            Most Popular
                        
	
                            Art & Photos
                        
	
                            Automotive
                        
	
                            Business
                        
	
                            Career
                        
	
                            Design
                        
	
                            Education
                        
	
                            Hi-Tech
                        


                    + Browse for More
                

            

        

    



    
        
            
                
                

                
                	Home
	Documents

	Prepositions of Place, Movement and...



                




    
        
            
                
                    
                        

                        
                        
                    

                    
                        
						1

35
                        
                    

                    
                        
                        100%
Actual Size
Fit Width
Fit Height
Fit Page
Automatic


                        
                    

					
                

            

            
                
                    
                    
                    
                

                
                    

                    

                    
                        
                         Match case
                         Limit results 1 per page
                        

                        
                        

                    

                

            

            
									
    
        
        

        

        

        
        
             Prepositions of Place, Movement and Time Chapter II Please purchase PDF Split-Merge on www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark. 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                
                    Prepositions of Place, Movement and Timeshodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/bitstream/10603/51416/6/06_chapter2.pdf · Prepositions of time can express when something happens at one point


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									others
								

							
	
                                View

                                    18
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    0
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						

Prepositions of Place, Movement and Time
 Chapter II
 Please purchase PDF Split-Merge on www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark.

Page 2
						

50
 CHPATER II
 PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE, MOVEMENT AND TIME
 2.1. Introduction
 Preposition plays a crucial role in English language, as it has important
 communicative function of expressing relations between various parts of a sentence.
 It forms a closed class of words in English. It is very frequently used by everyone.
 It comprises a small number of English words that gives a positive expression of learner‟s
 thoughts. These thoughts, whether expressed in writing or in speaking, are conveyed to
 others by words and phrases, clauses and sentences. In present days, prepositions are not
 given their due share of attention. So it poses more communication problems for learners and
 teachers of English than any other parts of speech. It needs a high awareness of what and
 how to choose a specific preposition in a particular context to accomplish the required and
 intended meaning, otherwise; it misleads. It provides a variety of meanings and presenting
 more than one idea that ensures a key to master in English language. Problems in the use of
 preposition arise because of the poor command of preposition in English, so an organization
 of their ideas has been badly affected by the aforementioned shortcomings.
 In this chapter, the researcher examines the undergraduate students‟ problems in
 the use of prepositions of place, movement and time in their writing. Lindstromberg
 (1997: 15) proposed three types of preposition which are commonly used in English.
 Traditionally, prepositions are divided into prepositions of place, movement or direction
 and time. From the three categories of prepositions, the researcher has used the terms of
 prepositions as follow.
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 The preposition in can be used for expressing spatial relations, indicating time or
 direction. Many of the prepositions are used to describe spatial and temporal relationships in
 English (Clark, 1973; Bennett, 1983; Lindstromberg, 1998; Rice, Sandra & Vanrespaille,
 1999). Clark‟s (1973) says that locative and temporal prepositions, reveals the semantic
 complexity of this form class. Many prepositions are very versatile and a lot of research
 has gone into ways of identifying and organizing the polysemous meanings that a preposition
 can have. For the most part, however, studies have focused on the meanings of spatial and
 temporal prepositions (e.g., Bennett, 1983; Hawkins, 1985; Brugman, 1988).
 2.2. Prepositions of Place
 Prepositions of place in English are used to indicate a position, location or an
 area. It helps people who want to describe or explain where something is located. Many
 types of prepositions of place can be used to indicate more specific area, position or
 location. Bennett (1975: 12) says that the spatial use of English prepositions assign a
 prominent place to show distinction between locative sentence: Gwyneth is at the
 supermarket and the directional sentence: Trevor went to the post-office. Hence, locative
 sentences show clearly where something is located, while directional sentences describe a
 change of position (i.e. from one position to another). According to Lindstromberg
 (2010) spatial preposition is a physical thing located in relation to another. The meaning
 of each preposition is spatial to describe these meanings; the trajectory (TR) and the
 landmark (LM) are defined. He also calls the trajectory the Subject, with a capital S.
 The TR is defined as the element that is located and the LM as the element in respect to
 which the TR is located (Tyler & Evans, 2003). For example, The ball is on the table.
 The preposition on is function as a preposition of place. The phrase, the ball refers to a
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 thing whose location the speaker wants to indicate. It refers to the Subject of the
 preposition. The phrase, the table refers to another thing, the Landmark of the preposition.
 The preposition locates the Subject (the ball) in relation to the Landmark (the table).
 A preposition use to indicate place, in relation to the dimensional properties, whether
 subjectively or objectively conceived, of the location concerned. It shows clearly the
 distinction made between the three prepositions: in, on and at says (Quirk, et al, 1993: 159).
 For instance,
 1. My car is at the cottage.
 2. There is a new roof on the cottage.
 3. There are two beds in the cottage.
 In the first sentence, the use of at makes cottage a dimensionless location, a mere
 point in relation to which the car‟s position can be indicated. In the second sentence, the
 use of on, refers the cottage becomes a two-dimensional area, covered by a roof, though
 on is also capable of use with a one-dimensional object, as in Put your signature on this
 line. In the third sentence, the use of in, the cottage becomes a three-dimensional object
 which in reality, it is, though in is capable of being used with objects which are
 essentially two-dimensional, as in The cow is in the field, where field is conceived of as
 an enclosed space.
 2.3. Prepositions of Movement or Direction
 Prepositions of movement or direction indicate the place someone or something is
 moving towards or the direction that someone or something is moving in
 (Narayanaswamy 2004: 181). Some grammarians make a sharp distinction between
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 movement and direction. These prepositions typically combine with motion verbs that
 describe events that unfold along a path. Interestingly, all motion verbs to conceptually
 involve a path; one can distinguish linguistically two types: directional motion verbs which
 require a path be linguistically specified and non-directional motion verbs which do not
 require a path (Jackendoff, 1983). Prepositions of motion consist of to, toward, in and into.
 These four prepositions link the verbs of movement- move, go, transfer, walk, run, swim,
 ride, drive, fly, travel and many more- to their object destination. The preposition to is used
 to convey the idea of movement toward a fixed destination, while toward is used to convey
 movement in a general direction that may not reach a specific destination.
 Please take me to the bus station.
 The speedboat headed toward the harbor.
 Other prepositions of movement are through, into, across, over, onto and along.
 The preposition through refers to movement within a space which can be thought of as
 three dimensional, whereas into indicates motion or direction towards the inside of
 something. The prepositions across means; think of something as a flat surface, or an
 area such as a country or sea and over denotes; talk about reaching the other side of
 something that is high, or higher it is wide (Martin Hewings, 1999). They usually refer to
 movement in relation to places, which can be thought of as two dimensional, such as surfaces
 or lines. The preposition onto is used to express movement from the outside as an object.
 The preposition along is used to show movement following a line. For instance,
 The mist was so thick; it was like walking through a cloud.
 They climbed into the truck and drove away.
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 The cat jumped off the table.
 He hurt his leg as he jumped over the wall.
 I saw the children wandering slowly across the road.
 I‟d seen them walking along the road past my window several times
 before.
 2.4. Prepositions of Time
 Prepositions of time can express when something happens at one point in time or when
 something over an extended period of time. Many prepositions such as at, on, in, to, from, by,
 about, for, apply to both place and time, with very similar meanings. The temporal uses of
 prepositions frequently suggest that a metaphorical extension from the sphere of place says
 Quirk et al. (1972:377). In fact, prepositions of time are very regular and easy to understand
 (Hill, 1989:224) as compared to prepositions of place. Each preposition has a general meaning,
 which has expanded over time according to English language. They are very few in number.
 For instance, at, in, on, about, around, for, since, by, before, after, from….to, during, between,
 through, until, etc., belong to this category. The prepositions at, in and on are often used in
 English to talk about place and time. Sometimes the choice of one over another in a particular
 phrase or sentence seems arbitrary. Yadugiri (2006) refers to at, on and in indicate not only
 positions of place and also positions of time. At is used to refer to point of time, mainly point of
 time of the clock (at ten o‟ clock, at 8 P.M., at noon… etc.,), for holiday seasons and time of
 meals (at Christmas/Dushera, at breakfast/tea time… etc.). On is used to refer to days seen as
 periods of time (on Saturday, on the 1st of May… etc.). In is used to refer to periods of time
 longer or shorter than a day (in 1985, in the 16th century, in the morning… etc.).
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 Other prepositions of time are for, during, over and throughout (express
 duration). For refers to the whole over the period, whereas, during refers to either a point
 or a part within a period (for a year, during 2002, during the show… etc.). Over is used
 mainly with expressions indicating special occasions (over the weekend/Christmas/the
 New Year holiday). Throughout also can be referred to whole period (throughout the
 summer of 1999, throughout her school years). From…to and between…and are used to
 indicate period of time where the starting and ending points (from July to March,
 between July and March). Before, after, since, till and until are also prepositions of time
 (after next month, since last Sunday and until next Friday). These words can function
 either as prepositions or conjunctions. By is also used as a preposition of time to indicate
 an end point at which an action or event would have occurred (by the end of the month,
 by next year). Prepositions of time are not used before expressions like last, next, this
 and that and also quantitative words like some and every. Examples are, (The students
 met the Dean last week; My friend is leaving for Europe this Monday; The final
 examination will be held next month; She comes to visit her mother every summer;
 You will realize your mistake some day).
 2.5. Subjects of the Study
 The subjects under study were the Arts and Science college students. The number
 of subjects taken for the study was 237. Of the 237 students, 51 percentage of them were
 male and 49 percentage of them were female. The table providing information on the
 number of subjects from different socio-economic factors which is as follows:
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 Table: 2.1 Profile of the Respondents
 Gender Income Region Medium of instruction Parent’s Education
 Male Female LIG MIG HIG Rural Urban Tamil medium
 English medium Graduate Non-
 Graduate
 122 (51.48)
 115 (48.52)
 68 (28.69)
 81 (34.18)
 88 (37.13)
 114 (48.10)
 123 (51.90)
 131 (55.27)
 106 (44.73)
 98 (41.35)
 139 (58.65)
 As seen in Table 2.1 the first factor taken for analysis was gender - male and
 female. Of the total 237 respondents, 122 (51.48%) were male and 115 (48.52%) were
 female. The second factor is determined by means of taking into account his/her parents
 income. It is classified into three groups, viz., Low Income Group (LIG), Middle Income
 Group (MIG) and High Income Group (HIG). The economic status of the respondents
 shows that 28.69% were from LIG, 34.18% from MIG and 37.13% from HIG. The next
 factor taken into consideration was the region and on the basis of the geographical
 division of the area of study. The variables deemed were, rural and urban. The students
 from rural area made up 48.10% and the students from the urban area comprised 51.90%.
 Students were from schools, where the medium of instruction was either English or
 Tamil. The majority of the students 55.27% were from Tamil medium and the rest
 44.73% from English medium schools. The last factor taken for analysis was the
 educational background of the parents namely, graduates and non-graduates parents on
 the basis of parent‟s education. Among the parents, 41.35% of them were graduates and
 58.65% of them were non-graduates.
 2.6. Data Analysis
 An attempt was made to study the problems faced by the respondents in using the
 prepositions of place, movement and time. Statistical analysis of the improper use of
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 prepositions of place, time and movement is given in table 2.1. These prepositions pose a
 challenge to the learners as well as the teachers because of the uniqueness of the problem
 involved. The learners face difficulties in the proper usage of prepositions in sentences
 and therefore, land in trouble. Besides that, each of the prepositions has various meanings and
 usages that make the learning process equally difficult. Based on the feedback, the common
 errors were spotted and techniques were formulated to overcome the errors. This makes
 the learning process more effective. Among them, commonly used prepositions
 indicating place, movement and time which pose as problems to the respondents, were
 taken from the questionnaire. The respondents committed errors due to lack of
 understanding and ignorance of rules. The prepositions taken up for analysis are: for,
 since, during, from, along, on, in, at, into, by, across, through, towards, off, over, past, with,
 down, into, in front of, besides, near, under, below and behind. The performance of the
 students was compared and contrasted based on the socio-economic variables chosen
 such as their gender, residential area, income, medium of instruction and parents‟
 education. The table shows the overall performance of the students in the use of
 prepositions of place, movement and time given below.
 The data obtained were classified and processed based on the objectives of the
 present study. The processed data were further analyzed by adopting qualitative and
 quantitative methods. The qualitative method was used for an in-depth understanding and
 describing the errors of the respondents in the use of prepositions in English.
 The quantitative method was utilized for proving empirical evidence of the quantum of
 errors of the respondents in English. In order to identify the percentage of errors, the
 cross tabulation test was adopted for this study. In the process of analyzing, the gathered
 Please purchase PDF Split-Merge on www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark.

Page 10
						

58
 data represented in the below table, the researcher has taken values only above fifty
 percent, which is generally regarded as the minimum value that can be interpreted for a
 significant result. In the table 2.1, the wrong answer of respondents (in per-cent) has
 been taken.
 Low Income Group (LIG)
 The table 2.2 shows that 55% of the female respondents of the LIG were from the
 rural background and of graduate parents; the students who had their education in the
 Tamil medium had problems in using the correct prepositions, whereas among their male
 counterparts 48% of them had the problem. The reason for the errors may be due to the
 difficulties they face while learning prepositions. Even though their parents are graduates,
 they are not financially sound and hence, send their children to nearby government
 schools because of the low-fee structure. The socio-economic problems in the family
 could also be the reason for low achievement among these respondents. A comparison of
 the percentages between rural and urban respondents shows that the female respondents
 from urban background performed better (45%) than other counterparts. The reason for
 the good performance may be due to self-learning and motivation that would hinder
 effective participation. When comparing the performance between Tamil medium and
 English medium school of education, graduate parents in LIG, male respondents from
 urban background in English medium (44%) and female respondents from urban
 background (45%) in Tamil medium were on par with each other in the use of
 prepositions of place, movement and time.
 As far as the students who had non-graduate parents, the performance of male
 respondents from the rural background in LIG, students from Tamil medium committed
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 65% of errors, whereas the same group of female counterparts faced problems only 58%.
 The reason is lack of proficiency in English among students from rural areas and
 insecurity they develop due to their ability to converse in the language when they join
 colleges. A comparison of the performance between rural and urban respondents shows
 that the female respondents from urban background were better (49%) than the other
 counterparts. The reason for the performance may be due to awareness of English
 language and gets motivation from the teacher. The other reason could be the fact that,
 the urban students have a better chance of getting a good exposure to English from their
 surroundings than their counterparts from the rural background. When comparing the
 performance between Tamil medium and English medium school of education, non-
 graduate parents in LIG, female respondents from urban background performed better
 (40%) in the use and male respondents from rural background in English medium were
 better (44%) in the proper use of prepositions. The reason for the good performance is
 that they tend to have positive attitudes of learning environment. The reason for the
 problems in Tamil medium students is that they are mostly first-generation learners and
 therefore, get less exposure. Many of their parents are not aware of the children‟s
 studies. They are economically and socially downtrodden and thus they struggle to learn
 the language.
 Middle Income Group (MIG)
 Male respondents from the rural background of graduate parents in MIG, who had
 their education in the Tamil medium, have committed 54% of errors in the proper use of
 preposition, whereas 46% of the female respondents in the same category had similar
 problems. The reason for the poor performance may be due to the lack of positive attitude
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 towards learning. The other reason for the comparatively fewer errors committed by the
 female respondents is that they have less diversion and mental disturbance than the male
 students. A comparison of the percentages between rural and urban respondents revealed
 that the male respondents performed better (42%) when compared with other
 counterparts. The reason for the good performance may be due to exposure of learning
 environment. In a comparison of the performance between Tamil medium and English
 medium of graduate parents reveals that the female respondents from rural background in
 English medium performed better (39%) in the proper use, whereas the male respondents
 from urban background (42%) in Tamil medium and female respondents from urban
 background (42%) in English medium were on par with each other in the use of
 prepositions of place, movement and time. The reason for the good performance is that
 the English medium schools have more exposure which helps to reading and speaking for
 the achievement of the language skills. The students from urban institution are highly
 competitive than the students from the rural set up, where the students are motivated to a
 great extent in gaining academic excellence and also in acquiring the skills to enhance
 their career. However, the students from Tamil medium did not have choice of getting
 the parental training; and the students are not exposed to writing, thus their performance
 in the use of preposition is poor.
 As far as the students who had non-graduate parents, the performance of male
 respondents from the urban background in MIG, had problems of 57%, whereas the
 female counterparts of the same group had the errors only the extent of 48%. The reason
 for the poor performance may be due to lack of motivation and guidance given by their
 parents. When comparing the performance between rural and urban respondents shows
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 that the female respondents from rural background performed better (44%) than the other
 respondents. The reason for obtaining performance by the female respondents is that
 they had a tendency to learn English language and adapt the second language learning
 environment. A comparison of the performance between Tamil medium and English
 medium respondents reveals that the male respondents from urban background fared
 better (37%) in the use, whereas female respondents from rural (44%) in Tamil medium
 and female respondents from urban (44%) in English medium were on par with each
 other. The reason for the performance may be getting exposure from the learning
 environment and they have chances to read English dailies and monthly, weekly journals.
 High Income Group (HIG)
 The performance of female respondents from the rural background of graduate
 parents in HIG faced 52% of problems in the proper use of preposition, whereas the
 identical group of male respondents had the errors only the extent of 47%. The reason
 for committing such errors is due to the lack of motivation to learn English language or
 any other subject as they tendency to get a graduation as a pass port to get a successful
 bride groom. Even though they were from an economically secure and stable family
 background, the female respondents show miserable results when compared to the male
 respondents. Tamil medium respondents from the rural background have no awareness
 to improve their knowledge of using computers, email, face-book, orkut, reading English
 newspapers and watching English movies, etc. In a comparison between the rural and
 urban respondents showed that the female respondents from urban background performed
 better (44%) than the other respondents. The reason for the good performance is that the
 parents motivate their children to attend tuition classes and influences of mass media like
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 theatres, satellite channels, etc. When comparing the performance between Tamil medium
 and English medium respondents shows that the female respondents from urban background
 in English medium fared better (35%) than the other respondents in the proper use of
 preposition.
 As far as respondents who had non-graduate parents, male respondents from the
 rural background in HIG, students from Tamil medium, committed 54% of errors;
 whereas the female respondents of the same group had the errors only to the extent of
 47%. A comparison of the percentages between rural and urban respondents shows that
 the female respondents performed better (45%) in using prepositions than the other
 counterparts. The reason for the good performance may be due to awareness of English
 language importance and gets the teachers‟ guidance. In a comparison between Tamil
 medium and English medium respondents reveals that the female respondents from
 rural(40%) and urban background (38%) in English medium performed well in the proper
 use of prepositions of place, movement and time.
 It is inferred that the male respondents from the urban background of graduate
 parents in MIG (42%) and female respondents from the urban background in HIG (44%)
 were on par with each other in their performance. The reason for this good performance
 is that graduate parents of the respondents are more motivated their children to get better
 jobs and are therefore more motivated to show high performance in English. In addition,
 55% of the female respondents from rural background in LIG faced difficulties in the
 proper use of preposition. The reason is attributed to the lack of facilities available in the
 rural areas. Their economic problems also affect their performance. As far as the overall
 performance of respondents who had non-graduate parents, female respondents from
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 rural background in MIG (44%) and female respondents from urban background in HIG
 (45%), students from Tamil medium, were on par with each other. The reason for the
 poor performance may be that they were from educationally poor background. The other
 reason is that, majority of the students were proficient in English, as they had their
 education in English medium schools; while the students who studied in government
 schools had L1 as the medium of instruction. The students who come from Tamil
 medium were proficient in L1, especially in oral communication but were not proficient
 in writing English. They lack writing skills in English and need to improve through
 instruction and training. A comparison of percentages between graduate and non-
 graduate parents‟ respondents‟ shows that the respondents of graduate parents were better
 in the use than that of the respondents of non-graduate parents according to (Table 2.2).
 The poor performance of non-graduate parent‟s is their education and their economic
 status; they cannot afford their children to get educated in towns and private schools
 where students are exposed to English language learning. They are the first generation
 learners learning English language and hence their parents cannot give suggestions nor
 brothers or sisters to help them.
 As far as respondents from English medium, female respondents from urban
 background in HIG (35%), who had graduate parents, were on par with each other in the
 proper use of prepositions. The reason for their good performance is that learners were
 from educationally and financially sound families. They get motivation from their parents
 in learning English. It is also showed that the female respondents from rural background
 (39%) in MIG and male respondents from urban background (40%) in HIG performed
 better in the proper use of prepositions. The reason for this good performance is that they
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 know the value of English spread over the society and they are always keen to speak and
 write English. The performance of respondents who had non-graduate parents, male
 respondents in MIG (37%) and female respondents in HIG (38%) from urban background
 fared better in the use of prepositions of place, movement and time. The reason for the
 good performance may be due to parents‟ support, learning environment, etc. In a
 comparison between respondents whose parents‟ were graduate and non-graduate parents‟
 from English medium schools, showed that the graduate parents were better than non-
 graduate parents. The reason for this good performance is that the graduate parents give
 proper guidance and motivation to their children to learning English. An analysis of the
 overall performance of the respondents between Tamil medium and English medium
 shows that the English medium students performed well than the Tamil medium students.
 However, parent‟s education and medium of instruction affect the performance of
 students in using proper prepositions place, movement and time.
 Table 2.2: Prepositions of Place, Movement and Time (Wrong answers in %)
 Income
 Tamil Medium English Medium
 Graduate Parents Non-Graduate Parents Graduate Parents Non-Graduate
 Parents
 Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban Rural Urban
 M F M F M F M F M F M F M F M F
 LIG 48 55 50 45 65 58 52 49 52 47 44 50 44 47 45 40
 MIG 54 46 42 48 52 44 57 48 45 39 47 42 52 45 37 44
 HIG 47 52 50 44 47 54 50 45 50 44 40 35 45 40 42 38
 Note: Per-cent is rounded in the table; M - Male; F - Female; LIG- Low Income Group,
 MIG- Middle Income Group, HIG- High Income Group.
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 Chart 2.2.1. Prepositions of Place, Movement and Time
 2.7. Analysis
 In this chapter the difficulties encountered by the students of undergraduate levels in
 the use of prepositions of place, movement and time is dealt. It deals with the syntactic and
 semantic errors committed by the students due to the influence of L1 and L2. In learning
 preposition, they tend to transfer the meanings from their native language to second
 language. It seems that the second language learners face many problems in mastering
 English prepositions. There are many things that learners must notice in using a preposition
 with the context. The following analysis concentrates on the wrong responses used by the
 students while using a preposition in writing. The sample questions given to the informants
 along with the expected responses are presented below. Moreover, it was thought that the
 learner‟s task could be made easier by testing only his knowledge of prepositions.
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 The respondents were asked to fill the blanks given in these sentences. It also can be
 achieved by asking the learner to translate some Tamil sentences into English. This can also
 throw light on inter lingual errors. A list of prepositions was given at the beginning of the
 sentences and the respondents were required to choose the appropriate preposition. The aim
 of this part of the questionnaire was to test the respondents‟ ability to identify the difficulties
 in the use of prepositions of place, movement and time.
 1. We were hungry when we arrived. We hadn't had anything to eat for eight hours.
 2. Shankar wondered where Arun was. He had not seen him since their quarrel.
 3. I visited most of the main museums and art galleries during my stay in Italy.
 4. Raju‟s mother has been suffering from cancer for two years, so he couldn‟t attend
 the dance class from 1st May to end of the November.
 5. The publishers have told me I have to finish the book by the end of September.
 6. Michael was the first man to row single-handed across the Atlantic.
 7. We walked along the bank of the river, talking to each other about our school days.
 8. The children next door are a real nuisance. Their football is always coming over
 the fence and damaging the flowers in my garden.
 I saw the helicopter fly out over the water, near the fishing boat.
 Mobile phone causes skin cancer because it attracts various satellite rays, which
 pass over our body.
 9. Yesterday Mahesh behaved like an idiot at the hotel by pushing me into the
 swimming-pool.
 10. I felt really afraid when I was walking home from the club.
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 11. I saw him after I had come in through the gate.
 My mobile stopped working when we went through a tunnel traveling by train.
 12. You know Adam, don‟t you? He‟s very strange. He walked right past me yesterday
 as I was coming down the stairs, but he didn‟t say hello.
 13. Balan was coming towards me when he slipped on a banana peel.
 14. We arrived at the beach two hours before the flight was due to leave.
 If you come here by bus, get off at the stop after the traffic lights.
 15. My office is on the third floor of the building. It‟s on the left as you come out of
 the lift.
 16. Our children spent most of the time playing and swimming in the pool when we
 were at home.
 The world has shrunk in our pocket because of the usage of mobile phone.
 17. The explosives were placed in a dustbin behind the compound wall.
 All the time I could hear someone behind me, but I didn‟t dare to turn around.
 18. Do you play any other sports besides football and basketball?
 19. He was wearing a long black coat that came down well below his knees.
 20. The other day he was sitting opposite me at lunch, so I couldn‟t help looking at
 him. I said hello, but he didn‟t speak.
 21. They left their key under a mat by the front door.
 22. If the mobile phone fell from the pocket the screen will be damaged easily.
 23. We do not need to sit in front of the computer to access the Internet.
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 2.8. Discussion on the use of Prepositions of place, movement and time
 The expected prepositions for the above questions were for, since, during, from,
 along, on, in, at, into, by, across, through, towards, off, over, past, with, down, into, in
 front of, besides, near, under, below and behind. The erroneous usages of prepositions
 from the respondents‟ response is taken up for analysis one by one and discussed below.
 2.8.1. The use of for
 We were hungry when we arrived. We hadn't had anything to eat during
 eight hours.
 The above sentence is not grammatical because the respondents have not given the
 preposition correctly. Instead of selecting for, some of the respondents have selected the
 wrong preposition „during‟. The incorrect temporal preposition during refers to in or within
 the time of; at some period in; throughout the course, action, continuance, or existence of, etc.
 None of the meanings can match the above context. So it has to be substituted for, which
 shows that how long something continues (Hewings 1999: 216). This error is a failure to
 observe restrictions of preposition usage; that is, the application of rules to contexts where
 they do not apply. The percentage of the respondents who have given incorrect answer is
 55%. In the above usage the failure is due to the use of the temporal prepositions
 appropriately. The complexity of the rules regarding the usage and placement of English
 preposition does contribute to apply the wrong preposition by learners of this target language.
 2.8.2. The use of since
 Shankar wondered where Arun was. He had not seen him from their quarrel.
 The sentence elicited from the response, gives a clear picture that the respondent
 has not used the correct preposition. The erroneous construction is due to the wrong use
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 of preposition, which has misled the meaning of the sentence. The functional category
 from in the above construction is a wrong choice by the respondents, because it shows the
 time when something starts or the time when it was made or first existed; whereas the
 expected functional category, which suits the above context, is since. It indicates a point
 of time in the past from which some action began and continues until the time of
 speaking (Corder, 1960: 102). So the functional item from has to be substituted with since
 to make it acceptable. The source of this error is attributed to mother tongue interference.
 This sentence might have an example of word-for-word translation of L1.
 2.8.3. The use of during
 I visited most of the main museums and art galleries for my stay in Italy.
 The above sentence shows that the temporal preposition selected by the respondent is
 wrong. The respondents have failed in selecting the correct preposition while constructing the
 above sentence. Ignorance of rules can be one major factor for such a kind of error.
 Sometimes, apart from ignoring rules, such error can occur if the student is incapable of
 applying the rules has already learnt. This error is attributed to ignorance of rules and lack of
 logical connectivity. This error also indicates that majority of students do not understand the
 rule of temporal prepositions and hence, are unable to use its correct usage. The incorrect
 preposition for denotes a period of time and the expected functional category in the above
 usage is „during‟ means, a situation continues throughout the whole of a specified period
 (Agarwal, 2008: 86). The lexical item does not semantically match with the context; it has to
 be replaced it with a more apt preposition during.
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 2.8.4. The use of from
 Raju’s mother has been suffering from cancer for two years, so he
 couldn’t attend the dance class on 1st May to end of the September.
 Such an error occurs due to misselection of preposition and inability in relating the
 right word at the right time. It became clear through the above use of on; pose a problem for
 the respondents. However, on is used to indicate a day or part of a day which an event takes
 place. The respondents might have thought a particular day and apply the wrong preposition
 on. The expected functional category, which suits the above context, is from. It indicates the
 time when something starts or the time when it was made or first existed (Cambridge
 Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary, Third Edition). The respondents also faced the problems
 syntactically in the above sentence. Of all the respondents 38% failed to give the correct
 answer. Majority of students who committed such errors were from rural area.
 The respondents might have thought a particular date due to lack of understanding the above
 construction and also the students‟ poor prepositional knowledge.
 2.8.5. The use of by
 The publishers have told me I have to finish the book until the end of
 September.
 The temporal preposition until in this sentence is unacceptable. A more appropriate
 temporal preposition for the above context is by. The preposition until refers to something
 will continue up to an exact time. This preposition does not suit the sentence, because the
 publishers gave a specific time to complete the book. So the apt preposition for the
 aforementioned context should be by, which denotes the latest time at which an action
 Please purchase PDF Split-Merge on www.verypdf.com to remove this watermark.

Page 23
						

71
 will be finished (Pit Corder, 1960: 102). The incorrect choice of preposition may be
 semantically incorrect in the aforementioned construction. This error is attributed to lack
 of understanding and choosing the wrong preposition. In particular, preposition usage is
 one of the most difficult aspects of English grammar for non-native speakers to master.
 2.8.6. The use of across
 Michael was the first man to row single-handed over the Atlantic.
 The wrong lexical choice over seems erroneous in the above sentence. This error is
 due to the confusion between over and across. Both prepositions are similar in meaning as
 per the context. The incorrect lexical item over refers movement to the other side, or position
 on the other side of a line (Eastwood, 1994:230), whereas the expected functional category is
 across. The sentence is ungrammatical because the respondents have used the erroneous
 preposition. So the lexical item over has to be substituted with across to make it acceptable.
 This error is attributed to the lack of distinction between over and across.
 2.8.7. The use of along
 We walked behind the bank of the river, talking to each other about our
 school days.
 Some of the students were unable to choose the right preposition. This error is due to
 misselection of an item. The respondent should have written the correct preposition along
 which suits the above context. There is no literal sense in the foregoing sentence.
 The preposition along indicates movement, direction, or extension in the line of; through or
 over the length of (Funk, 1953: 10). The wrong functional category behind indicates at the
 back of. This error does not semantically match with the context. It has to be substituted
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 with the more apt word along. The error committed by the respondents shows their lack of
 knowledge in preposition and their inability to successfully follow and understand the
 construction. If preposition is not given due attention in the classroom, students will continually
 fail to master the target language. About 47% of the learners have been committed errors due to
 lack of understanding the usage and hence used the wrong preposition.
 2.8.8. The use of over
 The children next door are a real nuisance. Their football is always
 coming across the fence and damaging the flowers in my garden.
 I saw the helicopter fly out above the water, near the fishing boat.
 Mobile phone causes skin cancer because it attracts various satellite rays,
 which pass on our body.
 Instead of selecting the correct preposition over, some of the respondents have used
 the lexical category across in the above construction. The incorrect use of a preposition
 across means to talk about a position on the other side of, or getting to the other side of a
 bridge, road, border, river, etc., whereas the expected lexical category over denotes when we
 talk about reaching the other side of something that is high, or higher than it is wide (Martin
 Hewings, 2002: 210). The aforesaid error is due to confusion of selecting the erroneous use
 of preposition. The error does not semantically match with the above context. So the
 incorrect lexical item from the respondents‟ response has to be substituted with the lexical
 item „over‟. This error is also attributed to ignorance of lexical rules.
 Instead of selecting the correct preposition over, 52% of the informants used the wrong
 preposition above in the second sentence. The meaning of above and over is very similar,
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 above usually involves in or to a higher position than something else (Swan, 1980: 4), whereas,
 over in the above context involves something covers something else and is in contact with it.
 Use of appropriate preposition is very important because it changes the meaning of the
 intended sentence. The wrong use of preposition makes the sentence erroneous. Students do
 not understand the differences between above and over semantically. The learners might have
 thought in their L1 and then translate the same into L2. This error indicates learners‟ first
 language interferes due to lack of attention in using preposition. The learners still did not
 understand to use the correct preposition but by learning they can understand easily.
 The respondent has selected the lexical item on, instead of the more appropriate
 word over in the third sentence. From the given usage, the respondent has constructed a
 sentence to show something in a position. The lexical item has been selected by the
 respondents in the above sentence, is incorrect. The preposition on is referred to show
 something in a position above something else and touching it or that something is moving
 into such a position, whereas the substituting preposition over is used in the context,
 something covering it, or having got over it (R.A. Close, 1967: 21). The preposition
 „over‟ suits the above context since; the satellite rays cover the human body.
 2.8.9. The use of into
 Yesterday Mahesh behaved like an idiot at the hotel by pushing me in the
 swimming-pool.
 The percentage of transfer errors accounts to 56% in the above construction.
 The incorrect functional category „in‟ normally indicates position, whereas the correct
 preposition into, indicates that someone or something is moving to the inside of an
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 enclosure (Thomson & Martinet, 1986: 98). This means that the two prepositions contrast
 with one another. The above error shows lack of understanding the usage, as well as
 inability to use appropriate preposition to produce meaningful sentence. Of all the
 respondents 36% failed to give the correct preposition. The students might have
 translated literally into L1 and made an error. Respondents were from rural background
 studying Tamil medium committed such a kind of error, because they did not have
 adequate coaching for learning preposition in the classroom.
 2.8.10. The use of from
 I felt really afraid when I was walking home off the club.
 Instead of selecting the correct preposition „from‟ given in option, some of the
 informants have chosen an incorrect option „off‟. The proper preposition „from‟ refers to
 source or the point of origin (Hall, 1986: 75). The wrong responses show that the learners are
 not able to use the directional preposition. Prepositions are similar in meanings and functions
 in English. This error is caused by interference of L1 and inadequate understanding of
 prepositional rules of English. Due to the interference of L1, informants tend to refer to their L1
 whenever they face difficulties when they write. Students need to understand the meaning of
 prepositions and make use of the correct one according to the context. The above construction
 is grammatically wrong, but the meaning conveyed by the respondents is incorrect.
 2.8.11. The use of through
 I saw him after I had come in across the gate.
 My mobile stopped working when we went across a tunnel traveling by train.
 The respondents have used the wrong functional category of preposition, „across‟
 instead of „through‟. The wrong choice of prepositions „across‟ indicates on or to the
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 other side of a flat area or surface or to talk about movement in water (Swan, 1995: 5).
 The respondents have not properly handled the preposition and wrongly substituted a
 word for another. The learners tend to over generalize the preposition due to lack of
 knowledge in prepositional rules. The above usage is syntactically wrong applied by the
 informants. This error might have occurred due to the interference of the L2 of the
 informants i.e., overgeneralization, ignorance of rule restrictions and incomplete
 application of rules. The error can be rectified if proper care is given to the usage of a
 preposition to the students.
 The wrong lexical preposition „across‟ should be replaced by „through‟ because
 „across‟ is used from one side to the other of something, whereas „through‟ refers to talk
 about movement in a three-dimensional space, with things all around, rather than a
 two-dimensional space, a flat surface or area (John Eastwood, 1994: 230). The students
 should have written the correct lexical item „through‟ which suits the second sentence.
 The lexical item does not semantically match with the context. It has to be substituted
 with the apt preposition „through‟. This error may be due to lack of understanding the
 construction and use the wrong preposition.
 2.8.12. The use of past and down
 You know Adam, don’t you? He’s very strange. He walked right along me
 yesterday as I was coming among the stairs, but he didn’t say hello.
 The lexical items „along‟ and „among‟ in the above sentence is unacceptable.
 The prepositions „along‟ means from one part of a road, river, etc. to another, in a line
 next to something long, a particular place on a road, river, etc. and ‘among‟ refers to in
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 the middle of or surrounded by other things (Cambridge Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary,
 Third Edition), whereas the expected lexical category, which suits the above context, is
 „past‟ and „down‟. The error in the above construction is due to sheer inability of the
 learner in understanding the context, as well as the inability to use appropriate preposition
 to produce meaningful sentence. The above sentence is structurally and grammatically
 incorrect applied by the informants. Another reason for this negligence could be that the
 students might have not learnt intensively in their classroom. Such an error can be called
 as illogical selection of prepositions by the learner.
 2.8.13. The use of towards
 Balan was coming through me when he slipped on a banana peel.
 The learners have used the wrong choice of prepositions through instead of towards
 in the above sentence. The incorrect preposition through refers to part of a path is
 surrounded by a Landmark; where the substituting preposition towards is used in the context,
 closer and closer, in the direction of. The Landmark is not necessarily the endpoint of the
 path since the path may never reach the endpoint (Lindstromberg, 1998: 27-31).
 The students might have translated the above construction into their mother tongue and
 have committed the error. This error is also due to lack of understanding the context.
 2.8.14. The use of at
 We arrived to the beach two hours before the flight was due to leave.
 If you come here by bus, get off in the stop after the traffic lights.
 The respondents used the incorrect prepositions while constructing the above
 sentence. Normally the prepositions the prepositions „in‟ and „at‟ are used after arrive
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 (Thomson & Martinet 1986: 97). The simple prepositions „to‟ is the wrong choice by the
 respondent because „at‟ shows the exact position or particular place, which suits the
 above context. This error is due to first language interference and ignorance of rules in
 the use of simple prepositions.
 The informant has selected the incorrect preposition in instead of the more
 appropriate preposition at. The functional category „in‟ in the above sentence is a wrong
 choice by the informant because „in‟ shows a position within a larger area, or something
 within a greater space whereas the correct preposition „at‟ refers to talk about position at
 a point, a stage on a journey or a meeting place (Swan, 1995: 78). So the functional
 category „in‟ has to be substituted with „at‟ to make it acceptable. The respondents‟
 failure to use and acquire this grammatical category is due to mother tongue interference
 and ignorance of rules in the use of simple prepositions.
 2.8.15. The use of on
 My office is in the third floor of the building. It’s on the left as you come
 out of the lift.
 The respondents used the incorrect preposition due to the influence of mother tongue.
 The preposition „on‟ corresponding in English is grammatically correct. The incorrect
 functional category „in‟ refers to a position inside large areas and in three-dimensional
 space (Swan, 1995: 79). The learners of the above sentence transferred the meaning in
 their mother tongue Tamil into English. The failure of acquiring simple preposition
 among most students is rather predictable. The wrong usage of this construction in
 English language has significantly deterred the students from acquiring it. The percentage
 of the informants apply the incorrect functional category is 51% due to L1 interference.
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 2.8.16. The use of in
 Our children spent most of the time playing and swimming on the pool
 when we were at home.
 The world has shrunk on our pocket because of the usage of mobile phone.
 The incorrect of a lexical items has used by the informants while constructing the
 above sentence. Such an error occurs when the learners fail to use the preposition correctly.
 The students failed in using the preposition on the pool instead in the pool which made
 this sentence erroneous. Instead of selecting the right preposition given in the option
 46%, some of the respondents have selected the incorrect option „on‟. The wrong choice
 of a preposition „on‟ indicates in contact with the top surface of another object (The Key
 to English Prepositions, 1964: 2). The incorrect utterance also shows syntactically
 inappropriateness. This has shown to be one of the major factors in students‟ inability to
 use the preposition in English.
 The incorrect preposition „on‟ in the second sentence is unacceptable. A more
 appropriate simple preposition for the above context is „in‟. The incorrect functional
 category „on‟ refers to be used to show that something is in a position above something
 else and touching it, or that something is moving into such a position. So the correct
 preposition for the above context is „in‟ which denotes, enclosure, being surrounded by
 something (The Key to English Prepositions, 1964: 2). The respondent fails to use the
 appropriate preposition in the above sentence. It also shows due to lack of understanding
 in the use of simple prepositions.
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 2.8.17. The use of behind
 The explosives were placed in a dustbin in the compound wall.
 All the time I could hear someone in front of me, but I didn’t dare to turn
 around.
 The wrong response shows that the students are not able to select the appropriate
 preposition in the above sentences. Instead of selecting „behind‟, most of the respondents
 have used „in‟. The expected lexical category in the first construction „behind‟ refers at
 the back of (Alexander, 1990: 110). This kind of error is due to lack of understanding the
 usage and select the wrong choice of preposition. The above sentence is syntactically
 correct, but semantically not relevant to the situation. The total percentage of the wrong
 responses is 40% and very well attributed to L1 interference.
 The second sentence is ungrammatical because the informant has not understood
 the context selected in the complex preposition. Such an error is due to lack of ability to
 choose the proper preposition. So the correct preposition for the second sentence is
 „behind‟ which denotes at the back of. The wrong choice of preposition „in front of‟
 refers to the front position of something (Alexander, 1990: 110). This phrasal preposition
 does not agree with the aforementioned context. So it has to be replaced with the correct
 preposition „behind‟ in the above construction. The error may be due to the lack of
 understanding the usage and the wrong preposition.
 2.8.18. The use of besides
 Do you play any other sports beside football and basketball?
 The respondents have used the incorrect preposition while choosing the above
 sentence. Instead of selecting the right preposition „besides‟ some of the students have used the
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 wrong option „beside‟. The preposition „beside‟ is an incorrect lexical category. Semantically it
 refers, near or next to, whereas the proper lexical item „besides‟ which refers, in addition to or
 other than (Swick, 2009: 70). This meaning will never enhance the above context. They should
 have used the correct choice of a preposition „besides‟ which suits the meaning for the above
 construction. Such an error might be caused by lack of understanding the context and use the
 wrong preposition. This error is also due to the confusion brought out by the learners.
 2.8.19. The use of below
 He was wearing a long black coat that came down well under his knees.
 Instead of selecting the right preposition „below‟ in the above construction, some
 respondents have used „under‟ which is incorrect one. This is due to the failure in recognizing
 the differences of prepositions. The learners would have committed the above error due to the
 learners‟ L1 interference. The incorrect lexical category „under‟ refers to a position below or
 lower than something else, often so that one thing covers the other, whereas the correct
 lexical item below denotes, going to or being at a lower level (R.A. Close, 1960: 21). This
 error is syntactically wrong which manifests the learners‟ syntactic inappropriateness. This
 attributes to the respondents tendency to translate the ideas conceive and then translate in L1
 the same into L2. The extent of errors was to the level 46%.
 2.8.20. The use of opposite
 The other day he was sitting beside me at lunch, so I couldn’t help looking
 at him.
 The wrong lexical choice of a preposition opposite seems erroneous in the above
 sentence. This has to be rectified by providing the incorrect lexical choice „beside‟, referring to
 at the side of or next to. The correct preposition „opposite‟ does agree with the context because
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 it refers to a position facing someone or something but on the other side (John Eastwood, 1994:
 230). The reason for the error might be due to lack of knowledge in their lexical meaning and
 its use as a preposition. Such error does not have any connection with the mother tongue. The
 learners did not understand the context of using preposition attributed to the confusion in
 selecting the right word or inability in relating the correct word at the right time. The lexical
 inappropriateness has given way to wrong syntactic use. Poor concentration leading to an
 inability in understanding the construction can be one of the reasons.
 2.8.21. The use of under
 They left their key below a mat by the front door.
 Choosing the right preposition to use in a certain situation is not easy in any
 language. For second language learners, it is even more difficult to be accurate, a fact
 that seems to be relevant no matter how old the learner is. The incorrect lexical item
 „below‟ means one object is in a lower level than the other, which will not suit the above
 context; whereas the correct lexical word „under‟ means in or to a inferior place than,
 directly below and covered by (Leech & Svartvik, 1994: 96). So the received incorrect
 lexical item from the informant‟s response has to be substituted with the expected lexical
 item „under‟. The above error might be reasoned of mother tongue interference of L2
 learners. The informants translated the above sentence in their L1 and the same into L2.
 2.8.22. The use of off
 If the mobile phone fell of the pocket the screen will be damaged easily.
 The reason behind the erroneous usage of „of‟ rather than „off‟ can be related to
 the use of the corresponding preposition due to the lack of understanding between the
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 simple preposition „of‟ and the lexical preposition „off‟. The above sentence requires the
 use of „off‟; however, some of the respondents inserted the incorrect preposition.
 The response „of‟ which refers to show possession, belonging or origin, showing
 position; whereas the correct lexical category in the above sentence is „off‟, means down
 or away from a place or position, used with actions in which something is removed or
 removes itself from another thing (Cambridge Advanced Learner‟s Dictionary, Third
 Edition). So the received incorrect lexical item from the respondents‟ response has to be
 substituted for the expected lexical item „off‟.
 2.8.23. The use of in front of
 We do not need to sit before the computer to access the Internet.
 The above error is due to confusion of selecting the correct preposition.
 The respondent used the incorrect lexical item „before‟ instead of „in front of‟. Both
 lexical items give the same meaning but usage of the contexts is different. It is found that
 the lexical item does not agree with the above context. The above error is due to
 misselection of preposition. Thus, the choice of a preposition is not easy one as the
 context necessitates the use of prepositions.
 2.9. Conclusion
 To conclude this chapter, the result showed that prepositions of place, time and
 movement represent to be a problem for the undergraduate students as they do not have a
 good command over the use of these prepositions. It means to say that the respondents
 encountered difficulties in using these prepositions. On analyzing the errors, it is
 observed that the prepositional errors are due to misselection and lack of ability in using
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 preposition when one is required. Sometimes, respondents were confused to select the
 correct preposition in sentences because they thought that there are few different
 prepositions having the same meaning. Some students made errors as they were careless
 when answering the question. Sometimes, they could not answer the questions because
 they had no idea about the answers. The errors committed by the respondents syntactical
 and semantical; this was due to the lack of knowledge and practice in L2. The incorrect
 choice of functional category leads to the distraction of the meaning, which is influenced
 by L1 in the L2 context. It is suggested that the teacher should pay more attention on the
 teaching of English preposition and give sufficient practice on prepositions of place, time
 and movement. This would minimize the errors in writing. According to the observations,
 the number of wrong responses used by the respondents differed from each individual.
 Parents‟ education and medium of instruction has an effect on the achievement of the
 respondents while using the proper prepositions. Most of the respondents‟ parents were
 non-graduates from a socially poor background. It is quite obvious that a second language
 learner has come over a number of problems when compared to learn his first language
 learning.
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