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Question tags
 You are ready, aren’t you?
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?

Page 2
						

QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?
 TAG QUESTIONS & QUESTION TAGSA tag question is a special construction in English. It is a statement followed by a mini-
 question. The whole sentence is a "tag question", and the mini-question at the end is called a "question tag".
 A "tag" is something small that we add to something larger. For example, the little piece of cloth added to a shirt showing size or washing instructions is a tag.
 We use tag questions at the end of statements to ask for confirmation. They mean something like: "Am I right?" or "Do you agree?“. They are very common in English.
 In Spanish, we would use for the same purpose the sentence “¿verdad?”
 Examples:
 Vienes al cine esta noche, ¿verdad?
 You are coming to the cinema tonight, aren’t you?
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QUESTION TAGS ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO PARTS:
 - 1. A helping verb (or auxiliary verb like “do”, have or can).
 -2. A pronoun. (The same as the subject of the main sentence).
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?
 1. A helping verb. (DO, HAVE, CAN,…)
 Usually, for a negative sentence, you need to use a positive helping verb in the question tag.
 Example:
 We haven’t got any milk, have we? (look that the helping verb “haven’t” (negative) changes to positive “have” in the question tag.)
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Now, when the sentence is positive, the question tag is negative.
 Example:
 -You have a blue car, haven’t you? (Look that the helping verb “have” changes to negative “haven’t” in the question tag.)
 Sometimes there is not a helping verb in positive sentences. When there isn’t a helping verb, we must use the correct form of the verb “to do” to make the question tag:
 Examples:
 -You like Spanish films, don’t you? (The main verb (like) is in present tense, so we use the present form of “do” to make the question tag.)
 -She loves riding her bike, doesn’t she? (The main verb (loves) is in singular third person present, so we use the singular third person present form of “do” to make the question tag.)
 -Peter arrived on time yesterday, didn’t he? (The main verb (arrived) is in simple past tense, so we use the simple past form of “do” to make the question tag.)
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?

Page 5
						

In positive sentences, the basic structure is:
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?
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Look at these examples of negative sentences:
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?

Page 7
						

Question tags with imperative:
 Sometimes we use question tags with imperatives (invitations, orders,…), but the sentence remains an imperative and does not require a direct answer. We use won't for invitations. We use can, can't, will, would for orders.
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?
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Some special cases:
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?

Page 9
						

-2. A pronoun (The same as the subject of the main sentence).
 We must use the same pronoun which functions as the subject of the main sentence.
 Example:
 He loves playing basketball, doesn’t he?
 If the subjet is not a pronoun, we must “transform” that subjet into one:
 Example:
 The boy loves playing basketball, doesn’t he?
 The girl loves playing basketball, doesn’t she?
 The boys love playing basketball, don’t they?
 The girls love playing basketball, don’t they?
 You are ready, aren’t you?

Page 10
						

Now, let’s practice with some exercises, you will find them in the next section, called “TAG QUESTIONS EXERCISES”.
 Good luck!
 QUESTION TAGS. You are ready, aren’t you?
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