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  Reading   and   Writing      
 Strategies   and   Structures:   Connecting   Assessment   and   Instruction   
 Jennifer   Serravallo   www.jenniferserravallo.com   
 @jserravallo      
     
 Agenda:      
 1. Understanding   Strategies   a. Creating   strategies   from   our   own   writing   b. Reading   like   a   writer/mentor   texts   
 2. Writing   Process   and   Materials   (K-‐2,   3-‐8)   3. Genres,   Modes,   and   Forms   4. A   Hierarchy   of   Writing   Goals   
 a. Assessing   Writers   5. Matching   Strategies   to   Tasks,   Assignments   6. A   Hierarchy   of   goals   
 a. Assessing   Readers   7. Generating   Strategies   in   Reading   8. Methods   and   Structures   to   Differentiate   Instruction   for   Reading   and   Writing      
 a. One-‐to-‐One   Conferences   b. Group   conferences:   strategy   lessons   
 9. Note   Taking   and   Management      
 ReadingStrategiesReadingK
 BookStrategiesBookStrategies
 J E N N I F E R S E R R AVA L LO
 YOUR EVERYTHING GUIDE TO DEVELOPING SKILLED READERS Dedicated to Teachers™
 With 290+ strategies

Page 2
						

Reading   and   Writing   Strategies   and   Structures                  ©   2017   Jennifer   Serravallo   
 2

Page 3
						

Reading   and   Writing   Strategies   and   Structures                  ©   2017   Jennifer   Serravallo   
 3
 What I notice (example)
 What I call it (name it)
 Why did the author do it? (purpose)
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 NOT$A"Strategy:$
 A"Strategy:"
 Show%Don’t%Tell%
 Think%about%the%emo3on%your%character%is%experiencing.%Picture%yourself%when%you%feel%it.%Ask%yourself,%“How%does%my%face/body%look%when%I%feel%that%way?”%Describe%how%the%emo3on%looks,%rather%than%using%the%emo3on%word.%
 Add%periods%to%the%end%of%your%sentences.%
 Scan%your%wri3ng%for%“ands”%and%“and%thens.”%Cover%the%“and”/%“and%then”%with%your%finger%and%decide%if%you%want%to%delete%it%and%add%a%period%in%its%place,%or%keep%the%two%phrases%together.%
           

Page 5
						

Reading   and   Writing   Strategies   and   Structures                  ©   2017   Jennifer   Serravallo   
 5
  
                    

Page 6
						

Reading   and   Writing   Strategies   and   Structures                  ©   2017   Jennifer   Serravallo   
 6
 Name: Date:
 Yes/Always Kind of/Sometimes No/Never
 I have an easy time getting settled to write.
 I write for the whole time without distraction.
 During writing time, I write a lot.
 I love to write.
 I can easily find topics that I’m interested in writing about.
 Once I start writing about a topic, I’m excited to keep going.
 No matter the genre, I have ways to get ideas for what to write about.
 When I write informational pieces, I stick to one topic.
 When I write a story, I focus on one small time period (small moment).
 When I write a story, I think about a theme or message for my reader.
 When I write persuasively, I have a point I’m trying to get across.
 Before I write, I plan out how my piece will go.
 My writing is organized and easy to follow.
 I use transition words to move from part to part in a piece.
 I know many ways to add details to my writing.
 I try to vary the details.
 When I add details, I think about the main point of my piece, and make the details match the meaning.
 I think carefully about the words I’m choosing to use when I write.
 When writing nonfiction, I try to use the words an expert would use.
 When writing story, I’m careful to use words that show, not tell, a character’s traits.
 I spend time editing for correct spelling.
 I am often able to find any misspelled words in my draft, and correct them on my own.
 I write with complete sentences.
 I consider the effect punctuation has on the way a reader will read my piece.
 My writing ends up sounding clear, like how the writing sounds in books I read.
 I work with my writing partner (/club) during different stages of the writing process.
 I am helpful to my writing partner (/club)
 My writing partner (/club) is helpful.
 What Can I Work On as a Writer? A Self-Reflection Tool for Finding Goals
 ENGA
 GEME
 NTGE
 NERA
 TING
 ID
 EAS
 FOCU
 SOR
 GANI
 ZATI
 ON /
 STRU
 CTUR
 EEL
 ABOR
 ATIO
 NW
 ORD
 CHOI
 CESP
 ELLI
 NGGR
 AMMA
 R
 & PU
 NCTU
 ATIO
 NPA
 RTNE
 RSHI
 PS
 & CL
 UBS
 © 2017 Serravallo
 (download a better copy at www.heinemann.com/writingstrategiesbook)
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 A   Protocol   for   Studying   Student   Work      to   Determine   Goals   
  (from   The   Literacy   Teacher’s   Playbook)      
 Step   1:   Collect   data.         
 Some   data   you   might   collect:   -‐book   log   -‐samples   of   writing   about   reading   (post-‐its,   reading   notebook)   -‐on   demand   assessment   (narrative)   -‐running   record   -‐sight   word   list   -‐spelling   inventory   -‐oral   language   assessment      -‐IEP   info   -‐engagement   inventory   
  Step   2:   Look   carefully   at   each   piece   of   data   separately,   and   say   all   you   can   about   that   child   as   a   learner.   What   does   the   child   do   well?   What   does   the   child   need   support   with?      Step   3:   Look   across   your   conclusions   from   each   individual   piece   of   data   for   patterns.   Determine   what’s   most   important,   synthesize   where   you   can,   and   list   goals.   Make   sure   the   goals   are   ambitious   and   goals   that   a   child   could   work   on   over   time   for   a   while,   not   just   this   week.      Step   4:   Create   an   action   plan!   The   action   plan   should   include:   
 • Methods   of   instruction   (Small   groups?   Conferences?   Read   aloud?)   • Frequency   with   which   the   child   will   have   guided   practice   (how   many   minutes   per   
 week   in   school?)   • Length   of   time   it   will   take   to   achieve   the   goal?   • Specific   skills,   strategies,   or   behaviors   could   be   taught.   • A   plan   for   involving   others   (intervention   specialists,   parents,   ESL   teachers,   etc.)   
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 Crafting   Strategies   Skill    Fiction   Strategy    Not   a   strategy   Visualizing    Read   what   the   text   says.   Imagine   yourself   to   be   in   the   place.   Use   what   
 you’re   experiencing,   including   all   of   your   senses,   to   add   to   your   mental   picture.   
 Picture   the   place.   
                       
  
 Inferring                            
  
 Decoding   multisyllabic   words   
                    
  
 Reading   with   Expression            
                       
  
 Reading   with   Stamina         
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 Goal-‐Setting   Conference   • Guided   Inquiry:   Help   the   child   name   a   goal   by   asking   guided   
 questions   while   looking   at   an   example   of   their   work.   • Teach:   Offer   the   student   a   strategy   to   help   them   begin   working   toward   the   
 goal.   
 • Coach:   Provide   feedback   as   the   student   practices.   • Link:   Leave   the   student   with   a   reminder   of   the   goal   and   strategy.   
  Sample   Inquiry   Questions:   
 • What   can   you   notice   about   your   work?   • How   does   your   work   compare   to   ______?   • Can   you   think   of   ways   you   might   improve   it?   • Let’s   talk   about   what   you’re   strong   at.   • When   you   look   at   your   work,   what   do   you   find   you   
 struggle   with?   • What   will   make   the   biggest   difference   for   you   as   a   
 reader/writer?   • What   is   some   new   work   you’re   thinking   of   taking   on?   
 • One   thing   I   notice   is…what   are   your   thoughts?   
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 Compliment   Conference   • Research:   Ask   questions,   look   at   artifacts,   have   the   student   read   aloud   
 • Decide:   Determine   a   strength   ,   ideally   something   on   the   cusp   of   the   student’s   awareness.   
 • Compliment:   Offer   a   clear,   explicit   compliment,   in   a   “paragraph   of   speech.”   Try   to   name   the   strategy/effort/process   rather   than   product.   Also,   tell   the   student   why   
  Crafting   Compliments   
 Nice   fluent   reading.    Wow!   Your   reading   sounds   smooth   and   expressive,   just   like   how   you   talk.   That’s   so   important   because   when   you   read   smoothly   and   expressively,   you’ll   better   understand   what   you   read.   Keep   doing   that,   ok?   
 Yes,   that’s   a   character   trait!                         
 Great   job   figuring   out   that   tricky   word.                         
 You’re   really   staying   focused   today.                            
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 Coaching   Conference   • Teach:   Remind   student   of   his/her   goal.   Offer   a   strategy.   Optional:   demo,   
 explanation,   example.   
 • Coach/Active   Involvement:   Have   the   student   practice   the   strategy.   Depending   on   the   strategy,   the   student   may   be   reading   aloud,   thinking   aloud,   or   talking.   Use   prompts   to   coach   the   student.   
 • Link:   Repeat   the   strategy   and   state   your   expectations   for   what   the   student   will   do   as   she/he   continues   practicing   independently.   
 From   Conferring   with   Readers   (Serravallo   &   Goldberg,   2007)      
     
 Strategy    Prompts   “Look   at   the   picture.   Now   look   at   caption.   Explain   what’s   happening   in   the   picture   by   looking   closely   at   it,   and   also   thinking   about   what   the   caption   said.”   
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 Research-‐Decide-‐Teach   Conference   • Research:   Ask   questions,   look   at   writing,   have   the   student   read   aloud   
 • Decide:   Determine   a   strength   and   possibility   for   teaching,   ideally   they   are   aligned   
 • Compliment:   Offer   a   clear,   explicit   compliment      
 • Teach:   Offer   a   strategy      
 • Coach/Active   Involvement   give   feedback   as   the   student   practices.   Be   ready   with   coaching   prompts   that   match   the   strategy.   
 • Link:   Repeat   the   strategy   and   state   your   expectations   for   what   the   student   will   do   as   she/he   continues   practicing   independently.   
 From   Conferring   with   Readers   (Serravallo   &   Goldberg,   2007)   
  Aligning   Compliments   &   Teaching   Points   If   I   notice   a   student   is   able   to…    Then   I   might   teach…   Use   dialogue   details   when   writing   a   story   
  
 Write   a   clear   lead   and   body   paragraph   in   an   essay   
        
 Spells   CVC   words   correctly             
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 Strategy   Lesson   –   Structure      
 • Connect:   Begin   the   lesson   by   establishing   a   clear   purpose,   and   a   connection   to   the   ongoing   work   of   their   goal.   This   is   a   great   time   to   remind   students   of   their   goal   and/or   to   remind   them   how   the   work   they   will   do   in   reading   relates   to   writing   or   vice   versa.   Whenever   possible,   I   also   try   to   offer   a   compliment   to   reinforce   a   common   strength.   Keep   this   quick   –   about   30   seconds.   
 • Teach:   After   a   quick   introduction,   I   state   the   teaching   point,   or   strategy,   for   today’s   lesson.   Depending   on   how   new   the   strategy   is,   I’ll   decide   on   the   level   of   upfront   support.   For   example,   if   this   is   the   first   time   they’ve   heard   the   strategy,   It’s   likely   I’ll   provide   a   brief   demonstration   where   I’ll   read   or   write   as   well   as   model   my   thinking.   If   they’ve   tried   the   strategy   before,   I   may   offer   less   support   in   the   form   of   a   quick   example   or   explanation.   If   this   is   a   strategy   that   the   children   have   practiced   many   times   before,   I’ll   probably   just   state   the   strategy   and   then   get   them   working   right   away.   
 • Coach/Active   Involvement:   By   now,   the   lesson   is   about   90   seconds   in.   I’m   now   going   to   offer   differentiated,   individualized   support   as   I   move   from   student   to   student   in   the   group.   Spending   30-‐60   seconds   with   each   student,   I   make   my   way   around,   coaching   as   they   practice.   I’ll   often   quickly   assess,   and   then   offer   feedback   in   the   form   of   prompts.   Prompts   may   be   questions,   directives,   redirections,   or   even   compliments.   
 • Link:   Before   students   return   to   independent   reading   or   writing,   I   want   to   send   the   message   that   they   should   continue   practicing   without   my   support   until   we   meet   again.   I’ll   either   speak   to   each   student   individually   or   I’ll   call   all   of   the   students’   attention   back   together.   I’ll   choose   the   individual   route   if   I   tweaked   the   teaching   point   for   individuals   during   the   active   engagement   section.   If   the   coaching   support   I   provided   was   pretty   consistent   across   students,   I’ll   repeat   the   teaching   point   to   all   of   them.   As   in   a   conference,   here   is   where   I’ll   often   tell   students   what   I   expect   for   them   to   do   between   now   and   when   I   see   them   again,   and   I’ll   often   give   the   students   some   sort   of   a   tangible   reminder   to   focus   them   as   they   continue   to   practice   on   their   own.   This   is   a   quick   wrap-‐up,   lasting   less   than   a   minute.   
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