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            8/9/2019 Site C on the Street | Alaska Highway News http://slidepdf.com/reader/full/site-c-on-the-street-alaska-highway-news 1/2 FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2010 $1.25 (INCLUDING GST) Alaska Highway News “The only newspaper in the world that gives a tinker’s damn about the North Peace.” CALL SUZI 250-262-5772 We can help you unlock your digital image potential. WE DO WEBSITES!  PUBLISHED M ONDAY T  HROUGH F  RIDAY I  N FORT ST  . J OHN  , B.C. E-mail Addresses NEWS ROOM [email protected] SPORTS [email protected] COMPOSITION [email protected] CIRCULATION [email protected] CLASSIFIEDS classiﬁ[email protected]  6  2 2025200102 BIGGER JACKPOTS. EVERY FRIDAY. 41 $ Million E          S          T    . 9420 - 93 Ave • 250-785-5376 Prices effective April 23 to April 25, 2010 25195  In this issue... PAGE C3 PAGE C3 PAGE C1 PAGE C1 PAGE A4 PAGE A4 RUNNING GURU REVISES BEST- SELLING BOOK... GENERALS, PRAIRIE THUNDER  ADVANCE TO SEMIFINALS... THE LOSERS  ARE DEFINITELY WINNERS... Sports Sports Health Health Movies Movies Be sure to check out our  NEW WEBSITE at: www. alaskahighwaynews.ca David Bell STAFF WRITER This is the final part of our four-part series on the announcement by the provincial government that it is moving head with Stage 3 of the Site C hydro dam. Today, we take to the streets to see what locals think about Site C. There is no shortage of opinions on the merits, or lack thereof, of Site C. On Monday, the provincial government announced the pro-  ject was moving into the third stage of a five stage process, the environmental assessment. The Alaska Highway News hit the streets Thursday to see what people think about Site C. Museum manager Daria Dolsen, is against the construction of the Site C Dam. She said the Province is being short sighted in focusing on old technology at the expense of thorough- ly exploring newer, greener options. “Technology and new knowledge is hap- pening all of the time and people are finding things out. Some portion of this energy is going to be sold to the United States, that was  just admitted, although everybody already knew it. If the U.S. cannot manage their own energy needs then we should not be enabling them to continue to be wasteful, that is my point of view.” She is not convinced that government claims of more jobs tell the whole story. “I have heard the argument of job creation, but there is no guarantee that it is going to be employment for people here and a lot of that money I would rather see go towards education, job retraining and green industries. There are so many other options out there, and a potential for more options.” Small business owners also weighed in on the pros and cons of Site C. Business owner Stacey Tiechroeb said she isn’t firmly for or against Site C. “I am probably in the middle because I under- stand both sides. The Peace is beautiful, it is part of who we are, it is the Peace. It is gorgeous. People drive through Hudson’s Hope and they love it, but we also need the work, to be honest. I read the newspaper today, and it is going to sup- ply something like 3,000 jobs to people directly in the Peace and we need that right now.” Business owner Marc Beerling is not on the fence. “Economically, I think it is a great thing for our community, as long as we are prepared with the infrastructure in the city, things like hous- ing. I don’t want to see us end up like another Fort McMurray where you cannot afford to live. Of course, environmentally, I am sad- dened that it is going in. It is a beautiful river valley that we are flooding and there is lots of recreation that we won’t be able to participate in, but that being said, I would hope that the government requires B.C. Hydro to put in some recreational aspects.” He said the increased employ- ment speaks for itself. “It is pretty cut and dry. Economically, business-wise, this should be a help and a boon to the community. Seventy-five hundred  jobs directly associated with the construction is potentially 12,000 moving to the city and area, with part- ners and families.” He said migrant workers often stay and add to the tax base. “A common story here in Fort St. John, is that, ‘I came here for work 20 years ago for one winter and I have been here ever since,’ it is almost a running joke. We hope that it will con- tinue and will give us another basis so that we are not so dependent on oil and gas or forestry or agriculture. Economically it is a great thing.” Business owner Ken Barnes thinks Site C should go ahead, “because it is probably the least environmentally damaging for what you get.” He said it is the best option from where he stands. “You are going to flood one valley, but any- thing else is probably going to be way more expensive, not generate as much power, and in the long run, unless you are talking a million wind turbines, more environmentally damag- ing, that is the way I look at it.” He added: “We are buying power now from out of prov- ince, so we obviously need the power. That is what I have to say about it.” Business owner Ruth Lamy has accepted that Site C is inevitable. “I think it will go through. They have surveyed it for 30 years now, I remember them talking about it when I was in high school. I would much rather this than nuclear power. I don’t think there is a heck of a lot of agricultural land that is going to be lost. Wildlife? It is too bad, but they do adapt.” See • SITE C on A3 SITE C SITE C ON THE ON THE STREET STREET Fort St. John residents Fort St. John residents share their views share their views on Site C on Site C Marc Beerling, above, and Aislinn Gentles, left, see the economic benefits of Site C. Ken Barnes, right, feels Site C is the best option, while Danielle Smith, below, gives the project a thumbs down. (David Bell Photos) Mary Fus Lawyer PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMS CIVIL LITIGATION CORPORATE Call 785-4477 or 1-877-372-3040 Mary Fus Law Corporation Email:[email protected] 1498 
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 David BellSTAFF WRITER
 This is the final part of our four-part series on
 the announcement by the provincial government that it is moving head with Stage 3 of the Site C hydro dam. Today, we take to the streets to seewhat locals think about Site C.
 There is no shortage of opinions on themerits, or lack thereof, of Site C. On Monday,the provincial government announced the pro-
   ject was moving into the third stage of a fivestage process, the environmental assessment.The Alaska Highway News hit the streetsThursday to see what people think about SiteC.
 Museum manager Daria Dolsen, is againstthe construction of the Site C Dam. She saidthe Province is being short sighted in focusingon old technology at the expense of thorough-ly exploring newer, greener options.
 “Technology and new knowledge is hap-pening all of the time and people are findingthings out. Some portion of this energy is
 going to be sold to the United States, that was  just admitted, although everybody alreadyknew it. If the U.S. cannot manage their ownenergy needs then we should not be enablingthem to continue to be wasteful, that is mypoint of view.”
 She is not convinced that governmentclaims of more jobs tell the whole story.
 “I have heard the argument of job creation,but there is no guarantee that it is going tobe employment for people here and a lot of that money I would rather see go towardseducation, job retraining and green industries.There are so many other options out there,and a potential for more options.”
 Small business owners also weighed in on thepros and cons of Site C.
 Business owner Stacey Tiechroeb said sheisn’t firmly for or against Site C.
 “I am probably in the middle because I under-stand both sides. The Peace is beautiful, it is partof who we are, it is the Peace. It is gorgeous.People drive through Hudson’s Hope and theylove it, but we also need the work, to be honest. Iread the newspaper today, and it is going to sup-ply something like 3,000 jobs to people directlyin the Peace and we need that right now.”
 Business owner Marc Beerling is not on thefence.
 “Economically, I think it is a great thing forour community, as long as we are prepared withthe infrastructure in the city, things like hous-ing. I don’t want to see us end up like anotherFort McMurray where you cannot afford tolive. Of course, environmentally, I am sad-dened that it is going in. It is a beautiful river
 valley that we are flooding andthere is lots of recreation that wewon’t be able to participate in,but that being said, I would hope
 that the government requires B.C.Hydro to put in some recreationalaspects.”
 He said the increased employ-ment speaks for itself.
 “It is pretty cut and dry.Economically, business-wise, thisshould be a help and a boon to thecommunity. Seventy-five hundred
  jobs directly associated with theconstruction is potentially 12,000moving to the city and area, with part-ners and families.”
 He said migrant workers often stayand add to the tax base.
 “A common story here in Fort St.John, is that, ‘I came here for work 20years ago for one winter and I havebeen here ever since,’ it is almost arunning joke. We hope that it will con-tinue and will give us another basis
 so that we are not so dependent onoil and gas or forestry or agriculture.Economically it is a great thing.”
 Business owner Ken Barnes thinksSite C should go ahead, “because itis probably the least environmentallydamaging for what you get.”
 He said it is the best option fromwhere he stands.
 “You are going to flood one valley, but any-thing else is probably going to be way moreexpensive, not generate as much power, and inthe long run, unless you are talking a millionwind turbines, more environmentally damag-ing, that is the way I look atit.”
 He added: “We are buyingpower now from out of prov-ince, so we obviously need thepower. That is what I have tosay about it.”
 Business owner Ruth Lamyhas accepted that Site C isinevitable.
 “I think it will go through.They have surveyed it for 30years now, I remember themtalking about it when I wasin high school. I would muchrather this than nuclear power.I don’t think there is a heck of a lot of agricultural land that isgoing to be lost. Wildlife? It istoo bad, but they do adapt.”
 See•SITE C on A3
 SITE CSITE CON THEON THE
 STREETSTREET Fort St. John residentsFort St. John residents
 share their viewsshare their viewson Site Con Site C
 Marc Beerl ing,above, and AislinnGentles, left, seet h e e c o n o m i cbenefits of Site C.
 Ken Barnes, r ight ,feels Site C is the bestoption, while DanielleSmith, below, gives theproject a thumbs down.(David Bell Photos)
 Mary FusLawyer
 PERSONAL INJURY CLAIMSCIVIL LITIGATION
 CORPORATE
 Call 785-4477or
 1-877-372-3040Mary Fus Law Corporation
 Email:[email protected]
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 NOTICE OF PROPOSED
 AMENDMENTS TO THE
 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND
 SAFETY REGULATION
 AND
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 225
 AND 226 OF THE WORKERS
 COMPENSATION ACT OF
 BRITISH COLUMBIA
 WORKSAFEBC – WORKERS’ COMPENSATION BOARD OF B.C.
 HEREBY GIVES NOTICE OF PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE OCCUPATIONAL
 HEALTH AND SAFETY REGULATION (BC Reg. 296/97, as amended)
 The proposed regulatory amendments pertain to:
 • Part 1, Definitions – relating to the definition of qualified registered professional;
 • Part 4, General Conditions – relating to the definition of late night hours;
 • Part 4, General Conditions (and consequential amendments to Part 26, Forestry Operations andSimilar Activities) – relating to avalanches;
 • Part 4, General Conditions (and consequential amendments to Part 1, Definitions; and Part 20,Construction, Excavation and Demolition) – relating to notification of utilities;
 • Part 4, General Conditions – relating to wire rope guardrails and prior approval;
 • Part 8, Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment – relating to leg protection;
 • Part 8, Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment (and consequential amendments to Part 4,General Conditions; Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements; Part 9, Confined Spaces; Part 12,Tools, Machinery and Equipment; Part 23, Oil and Gas; and Part 31, Firefighting) – relating torespirator protection factors;
 • Part 9, Confined Spaces – relating to alternate procedures;
 • Part 12, Tools Machinery and Equipment – relating to swing-arm restraint;
 • Part 13, Ladders, Scaffolds and Temporary Work Platforms – relating to swing stages and prior  permission;
 • Part 15, Rigging – relating to standards for slings;
 • Part 16, Mobile Equipment – relating to warning signal device;
 • Part 19, Electrical Safety – relating to minimum clearance; and
 • Part 30, Laboratories (and consequential amendments to Part 5, Chemical Agents and BiologicalAgents; and Part 6, Substance Specific Requirements) – relating to biohazardous agents.
 PUBLIC HEARINGS
 You are invited to provide feedback on the proposed regulatory amendments. Your views may bepresented orally at the public hearings and/or submitted in writing. Please register if you wish tomake an oral presentation at the public hearings by telephoning 604-232-7744 or toll free in BC1-866-614-7744 prior to the hearing.
 Information on the proposed amendments and the public hearings, including details of registration/ participation procedures, are on WorkSafeBC’s website at www.worksafebc.com.
 PUBLIC HEARING DETAILS
 Date Location
 May 4, 2010 Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort & Convention Centre209 Van Horne Street South, Cranbrook , BC V1C 6R9
 May 6, 2010 Best Western Inn2402 Highway 97 N, Kelowna, BC V1X 4J1
 May 11, 2010 Coast Inn of the North770 Brunswick Street, Prince George, BC V2L 2C2
 May 13, 2010 Hotel Grand Pacific463 Belleville Street, Victoria BC V8V 1X3
 June 3, 2010 Executive Airport Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre7311 Westminster Highway, Richmond, BC V6X 1A3
 Session Times: 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
  WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS
 The deadline for receipt of written submissions is 4:30 p.m. on Friday, June 4, 2010. Writtensubmissions can be made online or via e-mail, fax, mail, or delivered at the public hearingsduring the session times.
 Online: via the WorkSafeBC website at www.worksafebc.com
 E-mail: [email protected]
 Fax: 604-279-7599; or toll-free in BC: 1-877-279-7599
 Mail: Policy and Research DivisionWorkSafeBC - Workers’ Compensation Board of B.C.P.O. Box 5350, Station TerminalVancouver, BC V6B 5L5
 ADA73340
  FRIDAY FUN FACTS accidental food inventions
 Chocolate Chip Cookies
 In 1930, Ruth Wakeeld was making chocolate cookies at the Toll
 House Inn in Whitman, Mass. When she ran out of baking chocolate,
 Ruth broke a bar of semi-sweet chocolate into little pieces and added
 them to the dough. When the cookies were baked, the chocolate
 hadn’t melted. Instead there were little chips of chocolate throughout
 the cookie. Ruth was soon selling chocolate chip cookies.
 8075
 Cont. from A1•
 Other residents, like retail workerAislinn Gentles said opposition is notcompletely justified because we allbenefit from development.
 “I feel it will be pretty devastating tothe natural environment, but I person-ally find it a little ironic that people aregetting very upset about it, when if youthink about it in terms of the world,how is it any different than what we doto other countries for produce or cloth-ing. We are just getting the short endof the stick this time and people aregetting mad.”
 She said costs are not always appar-ent.
 “Everything that you use during aday does not just magically appear.Someone gets the raw end of that stick.Without development, we would nothave this lifestyle, so I am not exactlyfor it, but at the same time I can’t say Iam against it.”
 Program administrator DanielleSmith said conservation should have
 come ahead of a project of this size.“Apart from the environmental
 aspects, my main reason for beingagainst the Site C dam is the fact thatour government’s long term solutionto our current energy consumption andour forecasted energy consumption,is to maintain our current energy uselevels or even amp them up. There isnot an effort being made whatsoeveron the part of the government or onprivate citizens to conserve energy, todial back our energy usage.”
 She is not convinced of governmentclaims that the energy is needed fordomestic use.
 “If it was an established fact thatB.C. was a net importer of energy thenour first goal should be to try and con-serve and to cut our energy usage to
 see if within our current infrastruc-ture we could become energy self sus-tainable, but the fact that, once again,the government is willing to put ourenvironment and our resources onthe line for sale to other countries, iswrong.”
 Local educators don’t see the needfor the project.
 Teacher Jim Lovell said the costs areunclear, as is the need for the project.
 “I see Site C as a continuation of mega projects that don’t make senseright now. The projection of $6 billionis an old estimation – it is probablycloser to 10 or $12 billion. It is moreof a legacy project for Mr. Campbell,not necessarily an environmental-ly important project or one that weneed.”
 He said some government claims
 have been questionable.“B.C. Hydro claims that they are an
 energy importer right now but that is
 not true. It depends on the price of theenergy. In reality, we have plenty of energy and there are all kinds of othermeans to support energy consump-tion. From a northern perspective, they
 would not build a dam on a river inthe south, because of the population.We only have 60,000 residents here toprotest it.”
 Teacher Marie Young said somethings are more important.
 “I think it is a short-sighted planin that our need for more sources of power or energy cannot outweigh theimportance of our land base. The lossof that land can never be replaced:wildlife, agricultural, recreational use.”
 She said the points of view fromsmaller communities are often dis-counted.
 “If this was proposed in Vancouver,so many more voices would say no,that they would find an alternative butbecause our voices are few, they areseen as not important.”
 Several North Peace Secondary
 School students shared their perspec-tives on Site C, with mixed results.
 Jonathan Wenger is “not overlyfond of it.”
 He said the environmental con-sequences outweigh the potentialbenefits.
 “As I understand it, Site C is goingto destroy an awful lot of good farm-land down in the valley. It destroysthat for about 100 years of energybefore the whole thing is silted out.One hundred years is not that longin the scheme of things. Once allof the silt grows, nothing will growthere except weeds. There are a lotmore greener energy sources and Iwas reading an article last night thatsaid, California has an injunctionagainst buying energy from sources
 like this.”Beauden Lancaster said the eco-nomic benefits would be worth it.
 “I am pro Site C. I simply see thatit is worth enough money to boostthe town’s economy and quadrupleits size for a given amount of years.The only really big downside to itis the loss of land which we are notreally making that much money off of anyways. It is sitting there, it isused, but not enough. It is one of those things where you have veryhigh advantages and very low dis-advantages.”
 He said the displaced wildlife willadapt.
 “Coming from a family that huntsa bunch, it is one of those thingswhere you have so much extra wil-derness in behind it, that it really
 won’t make that much of a differ-ence. It will at the beginning, butafter a while they will spread out and
 everything is going to find its placeagain. Everything eventually movesout, at first it is a bit of a cluster, buteventually everything recovers fromit. Nature just balances itself out.”
 Elisha-Rae Wright said the reser-voir will be too large and will harmthe wildlife.
 “I don’t agree with it at all. Beinga vegetarian, it goes against what Ithink about how it harms animals. I
  just don’t agree with it at all. That is just way too much area to be cover-ing for a dam.”
 Tyler Faminow said he is “com-pletely against it.”
 He said the animals and naturalbeauty are more important thanmoney.
 “I feel that it is going to be anoverall loss of the beautiful area andthe animals that live there. I am notfor the possible gain in the econ-omy over the loss of all these ani-mals. It is their home. The negativesoutweigh the positives. The live of 
 others are more important than thelife we already have, not to men-tion all of the people that live in thatarea. That whole area is going to bewiped out. We won’t be able to usethe space anymore, it will just bewater.”
 Andrew BerglandSTAFF WRITER
 Peace River South MLA BlairLekstrom has been criticized for ahotel stay he made in Vancouver dur-ing the Olympics… and he didn’teven get to have any fun.
 “I didn’t attend any sportingvenues. I didn’t attend the Games,although I had an opportunity to,”Lekstrom said. “I was fortunateenough to have my meetings sched-uled and attended those… then gothome and spend a few days with myfamily.”
 An April 19 article by independentdaily magazine The Tyee, said BCHydro received a $1,703.60 invoicefrom The Fairmount Waterfront Hotelto cover a five-day stay, from Feb. 14to 17 and Feb. 24 to 26, for Lekstrom.As Minister of Energy, Mines andPetroleum Resources, Lekstrom hasthe job of overseeing BC Hydro.Such a payment or gift could be seenas a breach of ethics if he wasn’t inVancouver specifically to do businesswith the Crown corporation.
 Lekstrom told the Dawson Creek Daily News he was, in fact, on gov-ernment business during those fivedays. He added he wasn’t doing busi-
 ness with BC Hydro, but after havingan extremely difficult time findingaccommodations, took advantage of a free room left over from a block BC Hydro had booked.
 “We were able to secure that roombut we (Ministry of Energy, Minesand Petroleum Resources) pay for it,”he said, explaining the ministry cov-ers his travel costs, including hotelstays, for all business-related work.“The opportunity was there. Theyhad an extra room. We got a greatdeal.”
 The Tyee reported the invoice forthe room was eventually transferredback to Lekstrom’s ministry, but onlyafter it began asking questions.
 The Tyee did not interviewLekstrom on the issue and wrote thatit was refused an interview.
 Lekstrom estimated the room rateto be under $300 a night, which is
   just a fraction of the average roomrate during the Games.
 He added he feels confident thereare no black marks on his expenserecord.
 “My expenses? People can goback to 1993 (when Lekstrom wasfirst elected to Dawson Creek CityCouncil). I’ve got a clean slate,” hesaid.
 Lekstrom
 defends his
 record
 Resident opinionson Site C varied
 David Bell Photo
 The portion of the Peace River Valley, 10 kilometres east of Hudson’s Hope, that will be flooded if Site C is built.
 VANCOUVER — Federal NDPLeader Jack Layton has sent a letterto Prime Minister Stephen Harper,urging him to suspend implementa-
 tion of the harmonized sales tax untila proposed B.C. referendum is held.
 Opponents of the blended federaland provincial sales tax have untilearly July to get enough names on apetition to force a referendum on thetax that is due to take effect Ju ly 1.
 Layton’s letter tells Harper thatBritish Columbians are overwhelm-
 ingly opposed to the tax, which willcover things not previously subjectto provincial sales tax.
 The B.C. Liberals announced the
 tax last year after promising in theelection that they wouldn’t imposeit.
 Layton says Ontarians, who alsoface the HST on July 1, haven’t beenas vocal but he expects that prov-ince’s government to pay at the pollsonce the tax hits voters’ wallets.
 T  HE C  ANADIAN P RESS
 NDP leader asks prime minister to suspend
  implementation of B.C. tax
 >>PROVINCE /C ANADA
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