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 When Texts Get Complex:
 Assessing Readers, Crafting Goals, and Getting Students to the Next Level
 Jennifer Serravallo www.jenniferserravallo.com | @jserravallo
 [handouts are available on my website under “Odds & Ends”]
 “By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature in the grade ____ text complexity band independently and proficiently.”
 ~CCSS RL 10
 Independence + Text Complexity?
 Today…   Consider how fast students should be moving up
 the ladder of increasingly complex texts
   Organize our thinking about text complexity in literature
   Understand how our expectations of student responses need to shift as texts get more complex
   Learn strategies and methods for teaching students to read strategically to comprehend more complex texts
 How fast can a child move to the next level? It depends…
   How much time does the child spend reading in school each day?
   How much time does the child spend reading at home?
   Does the child read on the weekends? Vacations?
   Is the student engaged during reading workshop?
   Does the child read “just right” books?
   Does the child get helpful, explicit instruction?
   Is the child an English Language Learner (ELL)?
   Does the child have any learning disabilities?
 How do time, clarity of instruction, and matching readers to books affect progress, in your experience?
 www.readingandwritingproject.com
 It’s not a perfect science, but…
 Level How many months to move?
 A/B ½ - 1 month per level
 C/D/E/F/G 1 – 1 ½ months per level
 H/I/J/K/L 2 months per level
 M/N/O/P/Q/R/S/T/U 3 months per level
 V/W/X/Y/Z 3-4 months per level
 FIRST GRADE à SECOND GRADE
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 FOURTH GRADE à FIFTH GRADE
 “Text complexity is the new black.” – Fisher, Frey and Lapp, 2012
 Meaning Structure Language Knowledge *Human
 Word & Sentence Length Text Cohesion *Computer
 What the reader brings to reading
 “Flesch-Kincaid Grade Level test and the Lexile Framework for Reading, rate the Pulitzer Prize–winning novel Grapes of Wrath as appropriate for grades 2–3. This counterintuitive result emerges because works such as Grapes often express complex ideas in relatively commonplace language…” -CCSS Appendix A
 “The Lexile Framework attempts to solve a problem that doesn't exist.” -Stephen Krashen, 2001 From: “The Lexile Framework: Unnecessary and Potentially Harmful” Published in California School Library Journal
 When a reader needs to move, what can we do?
 1.
 Get to know the level
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 Text Complexity….Made Less Complex
 Plot & Setting
 Character
 Vocabulary & Figurative Language
 Themes and Ideas
 Plot & Setting
 •  Retell important events •  Synthesize problems and solutions •  Synthesize causes and effects •  Visualize setting
 RL 1, 5
 Character
 •  Infer about, interpret, analyze the main character
 •  Synthesize character change •  Infer about, interpret, and
 analyze secondary characters
 RL 3
 Vocabulary & Figurative Language
 •  Monitor for meaning and use
 context to determine the meaning of words and phrases
 RL 4
 Themes & Ideas
 •  Interpret a story by naming a lesson or theme
 •  Identify and interpret social issues in a story
 •  Identify and interpret symbols in a story
 RL 2
 How do these categories help you to think about fiction (literature) texts? Apply my examples to some books you’re familiar with at a range of levels.
 When a reader needs to move, what can we do?
 2.
 Get to know the expectations of readers within that level Standard 10:
 Read on grade level
 by the end of the year
 RL 5.2:
 Determine a theme of a story, including
 how character respond to problems
 RL 5.6 Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s POV
 influences how events are described
 RL 5.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases, including
 figurative language such as metaphors
 and similes
 A change in level should mean a change in expectations
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 Standard 10: Read on Grade Level Independently
 When a reader needs to move, what can we do?
 3.
 Get to know the reader
 Q: How do we know whether students are handling complex texts? A: Make sure the assessment matches the text and the task.
 From CCSS Appendix B: These are
 REAL BOOKS and are WHOLE
 TEXTS!
 Running Records Don’t Assess Comprehension Deeply Enough…
 ASSESS
 ASSESS ASSESS ASSESS
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 EVALUATE EVALUATE When a reader needs to move, what can we do?
 3.
 Teach!
 TEACH It’s not a wait-and-see game…
   Start with a clear goal
   Strategy lessons
   Guided reading (one-on-one or in a group)
   Text level introduction groups
   Get child in a series, release scaffold across series
   Give the support of a book club
  Step-by-step, a “how-to”  Temporary, removable
  Authentic
  Generalizable
 
 **to create your own…ask yourself, “how did I do it?”
 What’s a Strategy? Skill  Not a strategy
 Strategy
 Visualizing
 Picture the place.
 Read what the text says. Imagine yourself to be in the place. Use what you’re experiencing, including all of your senses, to add to your mental picture.
 Strategy for visualizing… Skill  Not a strategy
 Strategy
 Inferring character traits
 Have you own thoughts about the book, too.
 
 Strategy for inferring…
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  Connect
  Teach   State the Strategy  Optional: Explain/Example/Quick
 Demo
  Active Engagement
  Link
 Strategy Lesson - Structure
 
 
 Guided Reading
 -instructional level
 -same book
 -20 minutes
 -structure includes book intro
 -why? Support to move to next level
 
 
 
 Strategy Lessons
 -independent level
 -different books
 -7-10 minutes
 -structure: intro to strategy
 -why? Support independent level
 What are the differences between strategy lessons and guided reading?
 www.jenniferserravallo.com
 [email protected]
 Twitter: @jserravallo
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