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The Beliefs of Islam
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7.2.2
 • Trace the origins of Islam and the life and teachings of Muhammad, including Islamic teachings on the connection with Judaism and Christianity.
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7.2.3
 • Explain the significance of the Qur’an and the Sunnah as the primary sources of Islamic beliefs, practice, and law, and their influence in Muslims’ daily life.

Page 4
						

Background Knowledge
 • According to Muslim belief, Islam is based on worship of the same God that inspired the Jewish and Christian religions.
 • Muslims also honor the Jewish and Christian prophets– Muhammad revealed the purest version of
 God’s truth.

Page 5
						

Sacred Writings
 • Muslims recognize the Jewish Torah and the Christian Gospels as holy books.
 • Qur’an, the Muslim holy book. The most sacred text in Islam

Page 6
						

The Qur’an
 • The word of God. – It is the record of 22 years of
 revelations to Muhammad– first revelation cave outside
 Mecca in 610 and continued until his death in 632.

Page 7
						

The Qur’an
 • Muhammad delivered the words that had been revealed to him.
 • His followers memorized the revelations and also wrote some of them down.
 • The Qur’an was compiled as a book in 651, nineteen years after Muhammad’s death. – It has remained largely
 unchanged since then.

Page 8
						

The Qur’an
 • The Qur’an consists of 114 chapters, each made up of verses. – nature of God, creation,
 and the human soul – also address moral, legal,
 and family issues.
 • Much of the language is highly poetic.

Page 9
						

Reciting the Qur’an
 • Muslims believe that because the Qur’an is the word of God, it must be studied in its original language.
 • Muslims treat the Qur’an with great devotion. – carry a copy with them, memorize
 passages and used in children’s reading and writing lessons

Page 10
						

The Sunnah
 • traditions of the prophet– words and actions of
 Muhammad himself
 • guidelines for living a proper life.
 • helps interpret difficult parts of the Qur’an

Page 11
						

The Sunnah
 • The Hadith is the written record of the Sunnah. – thoughts and actions based on accounts from
 people who knew Muhammad
 • Many of these passages deal with Islamic law. Others promote moral or ethical concepts.

Page 12
						

The Sunnah
 • God chose Muhammad as his prophet, therefore he is the perfect model for their own behavior.
 • By following the Sunnah, they are being faithful to Islamic principles.

Page 13
						

The Sunnah
 “The one who eats his fill while his neighbor goes without food is not a believer. God does not look upon your bodies and appearances, He looks upon your hearts and your deeds.”
 -Hadith

Page 14
						

Core Beliefs
 • The principal belief is the existence of one God, called Allah. God created the universe and all things in it. – no human figure represents God
 • Muhammad was a prophet, he had no divine power himself. – This belief sets Islam apart from Christianity,
 which recognizes Jesus as the Son of God.

Page 15
						

The Soul and the Afterlife
 • each person has an individual and eternal soul.
 • freedom to choose between good and evil. – choices in life affect
 what happens after death.

Page 16
						

The Soul and the Afterlife
 • Afterlife is spent in heaven or in hell. – On judgment day, God
 will decide who will be saved.
 • Those who have not worshiped God or followed God’s laws end up in hell.
 • Obey God’s words and surrendered your life to God, you go to heaven

Page 17
						


Page 18
						

Iman – Declaration of Faith
 • Shahada – “There is no God but God; Muhammad is the
 messenger of God.”

Page 19
						

Salat - Prayer
 • Muslims are expected to pray five times a day.– Sunrise– Noon– Mid- afternoon– Sunset– Evening
 – muezzin, or prayer caller, announces the times of prayer from the tower of a mosque.

Page 20
						

Salat - Prayer
 • A mosque is a Muslim house of worship.
 • Muslims kneel and face in the direction of Mecca.– frequently, begin their
 prayers with the first lines of the Qur’an

Page 21
						

Sawm - Fasting
 • Fasting means not eating or drinking for a period of time.
 • Ramadan is the month in which Muhammad received his first revelation.
 • Muslims are to eat no food between daybreak and sunset. – tests Muslims’ submission to God– reminder of the hunger of the poor

Page 22
						

Zakat - Alms-giving or charity
 • Alms are goods or money given to the poor or needy. – It is the duty of all
 Muslims to share their wealth with those less fortunate.

Page 23
						

Hajj - Pilgrimage• A pilgrimage is a journey to a sacred
 place or shrine. • The Qur’an requires every Muslim to make
 the hajj, pilgrimage to Mecca, at least once, if possible.
 • By bringing Muslims from all parts of the world together every year, the hajj strengthens the community of Islam.
 • During the hajj, pilgrims take part in many. The most important ritual is the circling of the Kaaba.
 • Muslims believe that the black stone was sent down from heaven in ancient times. Pilgrims circle the Kaaba seven times, hoping to touch or kiss the stone at least once. Over many centuries, the touch of pilgrims has worn the stone smooth.
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