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 As with savannas and prairies, most of the woodland in the Driftless Area is in private ownership. Surveys show that harvesting for timber income is low on most landowners’ reasons for owning land. Consequently, many do not plan for timber harvesting in a mean-ingful way, yet many of these properties are eventually logged. While the timber industry is important to the region’s economy, there are concerns that the harvest levels are not sustainable. Many lands are logged without much forethought let alone the benefit an ecologically-based management plan.
 The goals of My Wisconsin Woods are to fa-cilitate a peer-to-peer exchange connecting more casual woodland landowners with sea-soned and experienced citizen foresters called woodland advocates so they can learn about forest stewardship planning. After piloting the project in the Richland Center area they hope to expand it region-wide. A spirited discussion on the trials and tribulations of land steward-ship followed the presentation.
 The evening concluded with the presentation of the 2011 Bur Oak Award to Michael Schmitz
 who bought 66 acres in the Town of Springdale 12 years ago and has been working steadily on restoration ever since. He’s transformed 20 acres of old pasture into savanna and 40 acres of CRP land into prairie. In an interesting corollary to the previous presentation, Michael initially committed to planting trees in the CRP field. But the night before the contract was to go into effect he had an epiphany while reading about the state of declining grassland birds in a book his brother had given him. Fortunately he was able to change his decision the next day and went with a prairie mix instead. As they say, “the rest is history.”
 In his nomination, Chuck Bauer notes that Michael is self-taught, but makes good use of consultants and experts. He manages his property without herbicides, intensively inter-seeds, burns, hand pulls garlic mustard, and digs parsnip. As testament to his accomplishments he has received kudos from the Wisconsin DNR’s Rich Henderson and his Natural Resources Conservation Service inspector once proclaimed, “This is how a CRP field should look.” Congratulations Michael! B
 2011 Bur Oak Award Goes to...Carrol Schaal, BMAP President
 Michael Schmitz
 About 30 Blue Mounds Area
 Project members turned out on
 March 8th for a great evening of
 discussion and celebration. After I
 presented a few remarks about the
 state of our organization, Steve
 Swenson, ecologist with Aldo
 Leopold Foundation, spoke about
 a new My Wisconsin Woods
 pilot project, the Woodland Ad-
 vocate Program. Despite its focus
 on forestry, this project shares
 many similarities with BMAP.
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 2011 Annual Report from the PresidentCarroll Schaal, BMAP President
 Blue Mounds Area Project 2011 Profit and Loss January through December 2011
 Ordinary Income/Expense
 INCOME
 Advertising 70.00
 Donations 3,332.00
 Grants 1,000.00
 Membership Income 3,001.00
 Total INCOME $7,403.25
 EXPENSE
 Auto mileage 202.24
 Event Expense 326.19
 Insurance Liability 304.00
 Office/Supplies 1,461.90
 Payroll Expenses 5,265.81
 Publications 1,196.00
 Postage 527.23
 Rent
 930.00
 Telephone 561.59
 WEB Site 214.44
 Total EXPENSE 10,989.40
 Net Income (-) 3,586.15
 Membership and Contribution Trends
 Year Members Total Contributions Contributors over $100
 2005 103 $5,030.00
 2006 95 $5,840.00
 2007 77 $4,785.00 21
 2008 109 $5,620.00 18
 2009 122 $5,895.00 18
 2010 125 $8,130.00 37
 2011 102 $6,926.00 18
 After 16 years the Blue Mounds Area Project has matured to become a trusted part of the local community. We see it going on all around us. We hear people talk about our great winter lectures or refer to local con-servation projects generically as part of the “Blue Mounds Project”. Community conser-vation was what the Project was about from the earliest days and community-based is still in our mission statement today.
 Over the years we’ve tried very hard to be responsible with the money you contribute and the trust it represents. As a member of the Blue Mounds Area Project we hope you also see the impacts of our efforts to inspire, inform and empower private landowners to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiver-sity and that you will continue your support in 2012.
 Board of Directors - We are a member orga-nization with a strong Board that manages all the Organization’s activities including the selection of Directors. At any time any member (who has paid the minimum $30 in dues) may nominate themselves or another member for consideration to serve on the Board prior to the Annual Meeting. Ac-cording to our bylaws we can have between 3 and 15 Directors that each serve a 2-year staggered term. After operating at the min-imum number for some time, 2011 was a good recruiting year. We added three new Directors bringing our current total to six!
 One of our standing objectives has always been to have rural landowners on the BMAP Board. Two of our new Directors fill that bill. Chuck Bauer owns 82 acres in Green County between New Glarus and Blanchardville and Paul Ohlrogge has 52 acres in the Town of Vermont where he has lived for 20 years. Doug Norgord lives in Mount Horeb and came to us volunteering
 his expertise in GIS and mapping. He is the third new Director. They join three current Directors: Paul Kaarakka, a mainstay serv-ing as Secretary, Membership Chair, and unofficial IT specialist; Cindy Ramseyer, former BMAP Ecologist appointed last year to keep our numbers strong; and Carroll Schaal, President and more recently Trea-surer. The latter function has been a very easy task thanks to John Bird and Barb Par-rell at John Bird Accounting in Black Earth who provide pro bono accounting services.
 Please welcome and thank these folks for volunteering the next time you see them. Organizationally, we feel this is one of the strongest Boards we’ve had in some time and are looking forward to a productive year. So what else were we up to last year?
 Membership Data Base - The past few years we have taken a greater interest in track-ing our members and archiving informa-tion from the more than 150 site visits that we’ve conducted. Over the years we’ve col-lected various paper files and different sets of data that are all being combined into a single database. Of course our policy is to protect your privacy and never share per-sonal or site-specific information. We are doing this to better track, report, and ser-vice the membership. Doug has been work-ing on a map of the general locations off all the site visits we have a record of—a big project. To help us out, please respond if you see a request for information on your property in the future.
 Education and Outreach - The 2011 Winter Events were well attended again and includ-ed: Cougars, Wolves and Bears, Oh My!, presented by Dr. David Drake, UW Ex-tension; SW Wisconsin Grassland Stream Conservation Area, presented by WDNR staff; and Preserving Family Lands, present-
 ed by the Driftless Area Land Conservancy. We concluded with Bob Wernerehl’s talk at our Annual Meeting in March, Search-ing for Savannas, about his inventory work for the WDNR. We also presented our first double Bur Oak Award at the meeting in March, honoring couples Doug Lloyd and Laurie Derse and Dean & Edith Arny with 2010 Bur Oak Awards for their long-term and outstanding land stewardship.
 During summer we took three Conservation Excursions where we toured a member’s property and learned about their techniques and struggles in battling invasive species and other management challenges. After-wards we shared a brat, a cold drink, and celebrated their success as we watched the setting sun. This year’s tour involved two large properties that are being protected through conservation easements. The West Dane Conservancy, owned by Doug Steege, is protected by an easement with The
 cont. page 10, see MESSAGE
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 Tim Eisele is an enthusiastic guy. He’s an active conservationist, hunter, writer, pho-tographer, and ambassador for conservation and land stewardship. And he came to share his enthusiasm with us despite his wife Linda having broken her knee falling on ice a few days before. He told us their story of 21 years stewarding their property together.
 They bought their 100 acres back in 1990. It’s located just east of the Mississippi River in Crawford County, Wisconsin, the heart of the Driftless Area. Tim started his story by zooming us down from a satellite view to aerial view and historical view to give us some perspective. A portion of the land was a grassy ridge top that, at the time, had just been planted in spruce and pine as part of a Conservation Reserve Program set-aside agreement. That sinuous grassy ridge could be seen in the aerial photos he showed us and he pointed out that it looked like a goose’s head and neck.
 They purchased the land for hunting, particularly turkey, and were not really thinking in terms of prairie at the time. They spent some years just being on the land, talking to people from the Natural Resources Conservation Service, Madison Audubon Society, Ruffed Grouse Society, Wisconsin DNR, and wherever else they could get information. These people were important to Tim and he shared photos and names. After a period of observing and rethinking goals—with a bit of a nudge from Aldo Leopold—they got permission to remove a portion of the pine trees and establish prairie on five acres.
 They started cutting the pine saplings by hand in 1998 and worked for several years cutting and dragging them off to the side of the ridge. The area was heavily infested with Canada goldenrod and other aggres-sive species, so in 2001 Roundup was ap-plied by the local co-op to kill off existing plants. After the herbicide treatment, a lo-cal farmer disked the area while Tim rode along on the tractor. Tim counted this as a good opportunity make a new friend and to present his case for what he was do-ing. Most of the area was hand seeded with a commercial prairie mix, while a smaller portion was turned into a food plot for wildlife using a “Gobbler Gourmet” seed mix in June 2001.
 A month later the seeded area was covered in solid velvetleaf, an introduced plant of-ten found growing on agricultural land or other disturbed sites. Disaster? No, they just left it to die off. The following spring, yel-low rocket replaced the velvet leaf. Now a disaster? No, by July of 2002 some of the seeded plants were starting to show. Tim and Linda’s first burn, conducted by Pheas-ants Forever, was done in 2005. They burned again in 2009, but there was much hand weeding in between. Plant diversity increased over time and they were starting to search other areas of the property and
 find native species. The path of a power line, due to the age of the corridor and ne-cessity of keeping it clear of brush, was one area where grassland plants were still hold-ing onto some ground. They started burning there and new prairie plants soon appeared.
 Tim’s enthusiasm for this project showed through in the many photos he showed us of the plants, insects, birds, and mammals now living there. They still hunt there and despite their earlier concerns the restored areas appear to have attracted turkeys rather than discourage them. Last summer they even found a turkey nest right next to one of their footpaths.
 The experience of Tim and Linda looks similar to what many people find when
 starting out with a piece of land and aspi-rations to restore native habitat. This is es-pecially true of not knowing how to start. It takes some time to get a feel for the land and develop goals based on what you find on the property and what it will likely let you do. Researching the background of your property is an important step in gaining understanding. BMAP has a web page of links that can help you find maps, photos, and information on history, soils, original vegetation, and other background information, http://www.bluemounds.org/landownerWorkshop.html.
 And as Tim and Linda did, talking with knowledgeable people from the many organizations and government programs out there is invaluable. The BMAP site visit service is a unique way landowners can get an ecological perspective on their property, but there are many other sources of information and assistance at hand.
 When you finally have a plan and put it in motion, the angst of potentially unex-pected and unwanted results will progress to the pleasure and satisfaction of seeing your hard work pay off as your stewardship project matures. B
 Tale of Gobbler RidgePaul Kaarakka, BMAP Board Member
 Tim Eisele talking about his experience restoring Gobbler Ridge
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There are many organizations and programs available for helping landowners who are interested in preserving or restoring native habitat on their land. From a landowner’s perspective, though, there is often a lack of coordination between groups as far as ser-vices provided and a lack of long-term fol-low-up to help landowners move towards their goals. Furthermore, there are no good social marketing campaigns to let people know about opportunities in the first place. But this is changing.
 Steve Swenson, our featured speaker at the Blue Mounds Area Project annual meet-ing, has been an ecologist with the Aldo Leopold Foundation for many years and he summed up his interests and role with a Leopold quote:
 Steve and the Aldo Leopold Foundation are one of the partners in a new program for woodland owners which attempts to address both relationships. The Woodland Advo-cate Program (http://mywisconsinwoods.org/woodland-advocate-program) is intended to connect people to people for the long-term benefit of healthy woodlands.
 But first Steve gave us some background. 20% of hardwood saw logs harvested in the state come from the Driftless Area. 96% of the land in the Driftless Area is privately owned. As of 2008, there were 752,400 acres of privately owned forest (Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan, 2008).
 What do we know about the people who own woodlands? The US Forest Service’s National Woodland Owner Survey (http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/nwos/) is a periodic national survey designed “to increase our understand-ing of private woodland owners - the critical link between forests and society.” Started in the 1940s and now conducted annually with private forestland owners, the survey collects information on the general characteristics of the landowner’s woodland, reasons why they own woodland, and how their woods are used and managed, past, present, and future.
 Survey results show that not many landown-ers are enrolled in cost-share programs, nor do many have management plans or con-servation easements. Landowners give “aes-thetics” as the top reason (71%) for owning woodland, with timber harvesting a much lower priority (10th or 12th on the list). And yet, as several audience members pointed out and harvest numbers show, there is lots of timber cutting going on.
 The survey groups woodland owners into several rough categories:
 “Woodland Retreat” owners whose interest tends to be more in aesthetics, privacy, and family legacy. These folks tend to have smaller plots, own their land, and live on the property.
 “Supplemental Income” owners whose interest tends to be more in land as an investment, of-ten timber harvesting. These owners tend to have larger land holdings.
 “Working the land” owners who are somewhere in be-tween the other two groups.
 Across the whole survey, two statistics stand out. Almost 40% of woodland landowners are 65 years old or older, and 14% of wood-land landowners plan to sell or transfer their land in the next five years.
 So it seems there is another significant cate-gory of owners, those Steve called the “Ready to Sell” owners. And it may be that a lot of unplanned timber harvesting happens during the land transfer process. Timber harvesting is not a bad thing, but rather a required part of woodland management. Failing to thin out brush and runt trees can thwart a woodland owner’s goals, whether they are interested in aesthetics, wildlife habitat, or saw logs. How-ever, problems arise when no management plan is in place to guide the process. A plan provides a process of education for the land-owner, access to advice from trained people willing to help, and motivation to keep useful historical records over many years of maintenance activities and changing goals.
 Forestland ownership and management is a long-term project, but financial neces-sity can tempt a landowner with short-term gain. Unscrupulous loggers may knock on a landowner’s door offering to pay cash for
 timber, which might sound great to a land-owner until they find that the logger has taken all the large trees without doing any thinning, and perhaps trashed the under-story in the process.
 Alternatively, a landowner may have rejected the idea of doing any sort of cutting, only to find, some years down the road, that the woods no longer serve the purpose that the landowner was hoping for in the first place. The desert that develops under a decades-old pine plantation is a common example.
 The Woodland Advocates Program is an attempt to get more woodland owners in-terested in management planning and to stand with those owners over the long haul. Although there are technical, educational, and financial obstacles for woodland own-ers, in many cases the real obstacles are the “people to people” issues that Leopold’s quote speaks to. Trust, partnership, and recognition of and respect for the land-owner’s desires are critical to long-term management planning success and positive ecological changes on the landscape.
 The new program attempts to address issues of trust by matching experienced private woodland owners with those owners inter-ested in more active planning but are unsure how to start. A visit from a local person the landowner may know, to walk the land and discuss possibilities, can help a landowner think more clearly about planning and alleviate the reluctance they might feel about government or other potential help-ful resources. If the advocate can be a resource for the landowner over many years, so much the better.
 The Woodland Advocates Program is a social marketing initiative with many fac-ets and challenges. There is the initial step of identifying, contacting, and convincing landowners to participate. Interest among landowners contacted has been very positive in initial trials. There is an important educa-tional component, but this is an area where many resources are already developed in the forms of publications, web sites, and hands-on workshops. Sustained follow-up will be a challenge both in terms of limited financial resources and maintaining a volunteer base. Where Woodland Advocate volunteers can
 cont. page 7, see HEALTHY WOODS
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 Building Connections for Healthy WoodsPaul Kaarakka, BMAP Board Member
 “There are two things that interest me:
 the relationship of people to each other,
 and the relationship of people to land.”
 —Aldo Leopold, Wherefore Wildlife Ecology? (unpublished manuscripts)
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 Clearing invasive brush is a critical step in restoring woodlands in southern Wisconsin. Essentially all Midwestern woodlands suffer from the negative effects of Eurasian honeysuckle, buck-thorn, multiflora rose, Japanese barberry, and others.
 But what makes these plants so bad for our local ecosystems? First, they simply displace native plants. Either buckthorn or honeysuckle can effectively take up all of the growing space on the ground layer in a woodland, leaving nothing but bare dirt on the ground below them. They are also bad for our birds, espe-cially migrating birds. Both honeysuckle and buckthorn produce berries, but these berries are not nutritious for our birds and other wildlife. Honeysuckle berries, for example, are the nutritional equiva-lent of cola. Berries from native plants are more like a glass of milk or orange juice, with protein, fat, vitamins and miner-als, and more complex carbohydrates.
 Some new studies have found that honey-suckle harms wildlife in other, unexpected ways. A study recently published in Biological Conservation found that honeysuckle can change the “forest understory microclimate”, reducing the habitat quality for native frogs and salamanders. Though the popula-tions of some species did increase in areas invaded by honeysuckle there were fewer species of amphibians and fewer individu-als of most species. Having seen the effects of honeysuckle on the ground myself, I think what may be happening is the honey-suckle kills off all the other plants so there are no ground layer plants and very little leaf litter or duff. This results in the soil and air near the ground drying out faster, which would not be good for animals whose skin needs to stay a little moist all the time. The abstract of this article concludes “invasive [organisms] may affect native organisms with which it shares no trophic connection, and suggests that changes in microclimate may be one mechanism by which alien plants affect communities where they invade”.
 It has been known for a while that the red berries of honeysuckle can change the color of birds’ plumage. A study was done exploring the effects of eating honeysuckle berries on cedar waxwings. The “sugary,
 low-protein fruits” didn’t have much effect on the health of the cedar waxwings since they are specially adapted to use fruits as their primary food source. However, the change in the color of their tail feathers may have an unknown effect on the mating success of the affected birds.
 Now, a new study has found that honey-suckles have created an “evolutionary trap” for cardinals. In essence, consuming honey-suckle berries artificially enhances the plum-age of a cardinal, making it look brighter. A bright red cardinal is more likely to attract a mate than a duller bird, usually because a brighter bird is stronger and healthier. In this case, however, the opposite is likely true. Since these birds eat more junk food honeysuckle berries and have territory cov-ering poor quality habitat—infested with honeysuckle—they are likely a bird with low fitness who will have less energy to put into rearing their young. In these areas the brightest red cardinals have the lowest nesting success, which is exactly the oppo-site of the visual signals that cardinals have been relying on for millions of years.
 Not one but two recent studies have found that American robins and northern cardi-nals nesting in honeysuckle and buckthorn have less success rearing young than birds nesting in native trees. Nests in these shrubs had a much higher rate of nest predation
 “due to a combination of lower nest height, the absence of sharp thorns on the exotic species and perhaps a branch architecture that facilitates predator movement”. Development, habitat frag-mentation, and pesticide use are already having dramatic impacts on our native bird populations. Now that many of our urban and rural natural areas are filling up with non-native brush they are run-ning out of good places to nest, even in the little bits of habitat they have left.
 The introduction of just a few plant species can affect an entire ecosystem. The impacts of these invasive species on our plant communities are eas-ily visible, when wildflowers are wiped out and oak regeneration is effectively eliminated. This is reason enough to remove honeysuckle and buckthorn. But our ecosystem is a complicated and dynamic system. The subtle impacts of
 invasive shrubs on birds can profoundly affect the entire community. Changes in bird populations may affect the insects that they prey upon, the predators who prey upon them, and even the plants who rely on birds to distribute their seeds. This rip-ple effect then expands to affect all of the organisms in the community. It seems that honeysuckles and other invasive brush can cast their dark shadow much further than just the ground underneath them.
 B
 References:
 Borgmann, KL, and AD Rodewald. 2004. Nest predation in an urbanizing landscape: the role of exotic shrubs. Ecological Applications 14 (6): 1757-1765.
 Schmidt, KA, and CJ Whelan. 1999. Effects of exotic Lonicera and Rhamnus on songbird nest predation. Conservation Biology 13 (6): 1502-1506.
 Watling, JI, CR Hickman, and JL Orrock. 2011. Invasive shrub alters native forest amphibian commu-nities. Biological Conservation 144 (11): 2597-2601.
 Witmer, MC. 1996. Consequences of an alien shrub on the plumage coloration and ecology of cedar wax-wings. The Auk 113 (4): 735-743.
 Evolutionary traps in human-dominated landscapes. ScienceDaily, September 22, 2011. www.science-daily.com/.
 This article was adapted and expanded from a post at Good Oak Ecological Services’ blog. For more tasty bits of information, please visit http://goodoakllc.com.
 Honeysuckle: Terrible for WildlifeFrank Hassler, Good Oak Ecological Services
 It seems that honeysuckles and other
 invasive brush can cast their dark
 shadow much further than just the
 ground underneath them.
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 Seventy people turned out for the Blue Mounds Area Project’s best attended lecture program ever, A Geologic Romp Through the Driftless Area, the evening of January 26th at the Wisconsin Geological and Natural History Survey’s Research Collections and Education Center in Mount Horeb.
 This informative and engaging program was presented by UW Geology Museum Direc-tor Dr. Richard Slaughter. He described Wisconsin’s rock strata in order from oldest to youngest, starting with the oldest bed-rock that underlies Wisconsin. Strip away all the surface sediments—rock, soil, and organic material—and the first rock layer you find would be bedrock.
 Precambrian Period
 Wisconsin’s oldest bedrock formed 1 to 2 bil-lion years ago during the Precambrian era, also known as the age of mountain formation. With a few exceptions, such as the 1.6-billion-year-old Baraboo Range, this most ancient rock is exposed only in northern Wisconsin. In the rest of the state, Precambrian bedrock is covered by younger rock layers that can be quite deep; a well at the state capitol goes
 down 500 feet without reaching any Precambrian layers.
 Ordovician Period
 At the time of the Mid-Ordovician, about 450 million years ago, the land that would become Wisconsin was under a warm shallow sea locat-ed on the equator. Sand and shells of marine organisms were laid down as sediment in the salty seawater. Limestone formed as lime (calcium carbonate, CaCO3) precipitated from shells dissolved in seawater. Prairie du Chien Dolomite, or dolostone, was formed later, when magnesium carried by seawater per-colating through the limestone re-placed a portion of the calcium in the rock. Most fossils are degraded or destroyed by this process.
 St. Peter Sandstone was laid on top of the Prairie du Chien Dolomite, and its well-rounded grains of pure quartz (silica, SiO2) makes this sand a glass blower’s delight. Wisconsin was above sea level for a brief pe-riod during the Ordovician and the St. Peter Sandstone contains layers of both wind- and water-deposited sand grains. Look for dunes at the base of sandstone bluffs in Governor Dodge State Park to see remnants of beach sand. Climbing over the top of this sandstone layer, you can see the burrows of ancient sea animals that make this stone very porous, with many rock shelves and good bat caves.
 Over time the sea level changed, and beach sands were overlaid by rock formed under deeper waters. Platteville and Decorah Do-lomites come from calcium-rich lime pro-duced at the bottom of the sea, and is a good layer to look for fossil snails or bra-chiopods. This dolomite forms a resistant layer over the St. Peter Sandstone.
 Galena Dolomite is porous with many in-cluded chert pieces. This layer is known as “rotting rock” and looks like termite-eaten wood riddled with holes, and many borrows later filled with softer materials. Cave of the Mounds is a cavern formed in Galena Dolo-mite. The cave is at least 100,000 years old, but probably began forming 2 or 3 million years ago when the water table was above the level of the cave and weakly acidic run-off water started dissolving the dolomite.
 Maquoketa Shale is a formation deposited in shallow seas, from sediments from the erosion of the Appalachians. This other-wise non-descript layer is best known for its rich lead ore. Mines at Mineral Point and New Diggings, as well as Galena, Illinois, produced much of the United State’s lead in the early to mid-1800s. After bullets and shot, lead became needed for batteries, a handy resource for Rayovac Batteries in Madison, Wisconsin.
 Lead deposits typically come from super-heated water associated with liquid magma, yet Wisconsin has not seen volcanism or lava bodies for hundreds of millions of years. So why are there lead deposits in Wisconsin? One recent theory is that the lead deposits resulted from superheated mineral-laden wa-ter travelling from as far away as Arkansas. The Maquoketa Shale formed an impervious cap, keeping these waters underground until they found outlets in the Upper Mississippi Valley.
 Silurian Period
 The only Wisconsin geologic strata from this period are found in the southeast portion of the state. The first fossil coral reefs ever described were found near Milwaukee by Wisconsin Chief Geologist T.C. Chamberlain over a century ago. Their presence was enigmatic; how could tropical corals have ever existed in temperate Wisconsin? This puzzle was solved when theories of con- tinental drift from the 1960s suggested Wisconsin’s past as a tropical paradise.
 Wisconsin Geology Rocks!Andrea Gargas, BMAP Member
 Dr. Richard Slaughter examining a rock brought in by an attendee.
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 Wisconsinian Glaciation
 The next 400 million years of geologic his-tory are wiped clean from the Wisconsin geologic record, so we are missing the subsequent ages of coal beds and dino-saur fossils. The drumlins and moraines of southern Wisconsin are the result of the most recent years of a glacial period going back possibly 2 or 3 million years. These dramatic examples are so well-studied that the last glacial period is named for the state.
 The most recent ice age—30,000 to 11,000 years ago—consisted of multiple slow buildups of ice, followed by quick retreats, perhaps as many as 20 times. A re-cent report (wisconsingeologicalsurvey.org/pdfs/espdf/es36.pdf) contains a sequence of maps showing progressive stages of ice ad-vance and retreats over this time. Some ma-jor geologic events happened over a few days. Glacial Lake Wisconsin was at one time as large as Utah’s Great Salt Lake and up to 150 feet deep. The sudden bursting of an ice dam allowed a catastrophic draining of the lake, carving the Wisconsin Dells from sand-stone in only a few days and leaving behind Lake Wisconsin now 50 feet at its deepest.
 Why Driftless?
 Glacial deposits of soil and rock are known as “drift”; and areas with no drift are “driftless”. While glaciers moved past the Driftless Area during one advance or another, they never fully encircled it during a single advance. It is hypothesized that the uplands and Baraboo Range to the north protected the region from glaciers advancing from the north, and the ice age did not last long enough for glaciation to fill in from the east and west.
 When Mastodons Roamed Wisconsin
 Dr. Slaughter presented one mystery he has been working on. Mastodon skeletons have been found at a half a dozen locations in south-ern Wisconsin. Best known is the Boaz Mast-odon, discovered in 1897 along Mill Creek near Boaz, Wisconsin, just west of Richland Center. The Boaz skeleton is two-thirds com-plete, is missing its tusks, and was purchased for the UW Geology Museum where it remains on display. Yet there were rumors of another mast-odon ... discovered just a year later. The 1898 Anderson Mastodon was said to have had its tusks intact. More evidence of this mastodon continues to surface.
 Reading a Rock
 Dr. Slaughter summarized Wisconsin’s geo-logic history with a one-inch thick slab of grayish limestone. The upper surface has been ground smooth by the movement of glacial ice. Its underside reveals the rem-nant fossils of warm-water sea creatures, presenting in one memento hundreds of millions of years of dramatic geologic and climatologic change in Wisconsin. B
 Resources:
 Dott, RH, and JW Attig. 2004. Roadside Geology of Wisconsin. Mountain Press Publishing Company.
 Martin, L. 1965. The Physical Geography of Wisconsin. University of Wisconsin Press.
 Schultz, G. 1986. Wisconsin’s Foundations: A Review of the State’s Geology and Its Influence on Geography and Human Activity. University of Wisconsin Press.
 Wisconsin Geological Survey. http://wisconsingeologi-calsurvey.org/pubs.htm.
 be found, some will have more time and dedication than others. The program is in its early stages of implementation and the part-ners involved are working on ways to evalu-ate the program’s impact on a landscape level. One question is whether giving more energy to the highest priority parcels and landowners has a disproportionally greater impact at a larger scale.
 BMAP has encountered many of these same issues with its site-visit program. We realized early on the importance of quality face-to-face interactions with landowners in terms of motivating them to make positive habitat changes on their land and forging long-term connections with our organization. We have
 had more difficulty following through with landowners due to financial and time limita-tions, but over the last few years we have started to address these issues. Former BMAP ecologist Cindy Ramseyer’s citizen monitor-ing project has a longer-term component and BMAP president Carroll Schaal’s interest in looking at the effectiveness of site visits has led us to start return visits to talk with landowners about how they have progressed since the site visit. Our summer event series often takes place on landowner properties where BMAP site visits have been done, and visitors get to see the property and hear the landowner discuss successes and problems.
 One of BMAP’s important goals is to help members help each other. Former board
 member Donn D’Allesio worked on a mem-ber collaboration project to organize mem-bers to collaborate with the hard work of stewardship activities. The citizen monitor-ing project also attempted to marshal mem-bers to help each other with rare plant sur-veying. Despite the perennial difficulty in attracting volunteers, perhaps another aspect of our members helping members goal could be a “member advocate” program of our own.
 What do you think? If you have thoughts to share please post them to the BMAP email discussion list (http://www.bluemounds.org/list.html) or send them to me at [email protected]. We’d love to hear from you. B
 HEALTHY WOODS from page 4
 Mastodon Tooth
 Mammoth Tooth
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 Announcements
 Citizen Science OpportunitiesMonitor a State-endangered Butterfly
 Become a regal fritillary monitor volunteer–do some science while enjoying nature and supporting an endan-gered species! The summer of 2012 will be our third season in a long-term program to monitor regal fritillary pres-ence on remnant and restored prairies in the Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area in east-ern Iowa County and western Dane County.
 The regal fritillary is listed as a Federal Species of Concern. Once widespread, it has nearly disappeared from east of the Mississippi. In Wisconsin it is listed as Endangered due to low or declining popu-lations and is considered critically imperiled because of its vulnerability to extinction within the state. Occurrences have been documented in 14 counties in Wisconsin through the Natural Heritage Inventory program, but currently there are only three or four areas where potentially viable populations still persist.
 To maintain the open prairie habitat these butterflies require, the land must be man-aged through controlled burns, mowing, and/or mechanical clearing of woody growth, all of which have the potential to positively or negatively impact regal fritillary populations. The monitoring program will improve our understanding of how regals respond to management of prairie remnants and creation of new habitat.
 Would you like to participate? No previous experience is required, just a love of the outdoors and tolerance for hot sunny days. Training is provided. We are, how-ever, looking for commitment over several summers. The monitoring program runs approximately June 25 through July 31, with each monitoring team making three visits to their site spaced a week or more apart. The training program has an evening and a field component. Training opportunities will start in May. Please join us in this important endeavor! Contact Ruth Kearley ([email protected] or 608.729.4050) to sign up or to learn more.
 Survey Prairie Violet Populations
 Enjoy spring on the prairie and do science at the same time! The caterpillars of the state-endangered regal fritillary butterfly eat only violet species in open habitat. We need volunteers to help with surveys to find where these violets are located and estimate their abundance on our preserves that host regal fritillaries. This informa-tion is crucial to determine how the violets (prairie, birds-foot, marsh, and common wood) respond to management such as burning, mowing, and grazing so we know how best to focus our efforts. The surveys will be done in May, when the violets are in bloom, on lands within the Military Ridge Prairie Heritage Area of western Dane and eastern Iowa counties. If you are interested in becoming a violet monitor trained in quantitative survey methods, contact Ruth Kearley ([email protected] or 608.729.4050).
 New BMAP Outreach Ecologist
 We’ve hired Andrew Norman as our new outreach ecologist for the summer. He has a Resource Management degree from the UW-Eau Claire and experience in environ-mental and restoration ecology. As he told us in his cover letter he is “dedicated to a life of improving Wisconsin’s natural environment through restoration and education.” Sounds like a great fit! He’ll spend this summer working out of the Mt. Horeb office doing site visits and helping out with BMAP activi-ties. While his limited time is quickly being taken up, there is room on his schedule for a few more site visits. Every BMAP member is entitled to at least one site visit. If you have never had one or know someone who should and would like to join BMAP, send Andrew an email at [email protected] or leave a message at (606-437-7707).
 Rare Herptile Surveys on Remnant Prairie
 The Wisconsin DNR is looking for remnant prairie to conduct surveys for rare herptiles. Surveys will consist of visual encounter walking surveys. If you have remnant prairie available for surveys, please contact Heather Kaarakka ([email protected] or 608-266-2576) or Emma Pelton ([email protected]) with details about the size of the remnant, surrounding land use, and prairie type (wet, mesic, dry-mesic, dry, etc.) to determine if your site is appro-priate for the survey. We would like to begin the surveys as soon as possible because of the early spring weather.
 Regal Fritillary Butterfly
 My heart found its
 home long ago in the
 beauty, mystery, order
 and disorder of the
 flowering earth.— Lady Bird Johnson
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 Events
 BMAP Summer ExcursionsPlease join us one or more Thursday evenings for BMAP’s Summer Excursions. Each excursion consists of a tour of a BMAP member’s property followed by a potluck pic-nic, including brats and beverages, touched by the setting sun. Come learn what your neighbors are doing, find inspiration, and simply relax. Watch our website — blue-mounds.org — and your mail for further details.
 June 21, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm — Rare Earth Farm
 Under intense management for over 12 years, Rare Earth Farm’s 82 acres offer dry upland prairie remnants, oak savanna openings, brush-free oak woodlands, 18 acres of diverse restored prairie, moist bottomlands, and several at risk species. Comfortable mowed trails provide access for a pleasant walk. Kyle Burkwald, resident summer un-dergraduate intern from UW Stevens Point, will lead the tour.
 Directions: Follow Highway 39 west out of New Glarus for eight miles, then turn left (south) onto York Center Road. Go one mile to the second farm on the right, N 9075, York Center Road. Meet near big red barn.
 July 19, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm — Mary Michal and David Haskin
 Mary Michal and David Haskin are excited to host a Summer Excursion on their property in the Town of Brigham, north of Barneveld. We’ll see savanna, remnant and restored prairies, and possibly visit some neighboring sites as well.
 Directions: Follow County Road K north out of Barneveld a short distance, then turn left (west) onto County Road HH. Go about 2 miles, then turn left (west) onto Lakeview Road. After about 1000 feet, turn right (north) onto Middle Earth Road. The property is at 5216 Middle Earth Road.
 Aug 16, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm — Pleasant Valley Conservancy
 Pleasant Valley Conservancy State Natural Area No. 551 is a 140-acre preserve in western Dane County. It consists of extensive restored oak savannas, dry, mesic, and wet prairies, wetlands, and oak woods. Several trails provide ready access. Especially noteworthy are the fine oak savannas, once common in the Midwest, but now very rare. The preserve provides excellent habitat for cavity-nesting birds, including red-headed woodpeckers. Red-heads breed in the preserve and are frequently seen from the upper ridge trail. Breeding bird surveys have found around 70 species, including a number of rare and/or interesting species. The site is owned and managed by BMAP members and Bur Oak Award winners Tom and Kathie Brock, who will lead us on our walk and talk about the work that created this spectacular conservation area.
 Directions: The Conservancy is 5.5 miles southwest of the Village of Black Earth. Fol-low County Highway F/Wisconsin 78 south from Black Earth. Turn right at County F/County KP/Madison Street. Go about 1.1 miles on County F/KP and turn left onto F. Go 3.7 miles to Pleasant Valley Road. Turn left onto Pleasant Valley Road. The preserve will be on both sides of Pleasant Valley Road. To reach the trail entrance, continue past the buildings and the steep hillside until you reach an open area and walking trail entrance on your left (about ¾ mile east on Pleasant Valley Road from the junction with County F). Please park cars off the road, facing the entrance.
 “Eco-Sleuth” WorkshopThursday, May 24th, 7 - 9 pm
 Mount Horeb High School Computer Center
 305 South 8th Street, Mount Horeb Wisconsin
 Part of developing an ecological plan for your land is learning about its past, and one of the tools of the “eco-sleuth” is your computer and the Internet. To help get you started, BMAP is of-fering a free workshop to guide you to useful resources.
 Find out what your land might have looked like 100 years ago. Identify native and invasive plants. Determine wheth-er you have wet or dryland soils. Find sources for air and satellite photos of your property.
 Find people and businesses that can help. We will walk you through some of the resources available on the web for learn-ing about your land, and you can follow along on one of the available computers.
 This type of land owner “pre-assessment” is great preparation for working with an ecologist or other professional when de-veloping plans for your site. By getting a head start, you get more value from the ecologist and your understanding of the eventual plan is improved.
 The workshop is free and open to the public, but please send an email to [email protected] to let us know you would like to attend so we know we have enough space.
 Eventually we’ll realize
 that if we destroy
 the ecosystem,
 we destroy ourselves.~ Jonas Salk Prato Bello Prairie Celebration
 August 4th, 4:00 pm — 8617 Messerschmidt Road, Town of Springdale, Dane County. Informal pot luck social. Come help celebrate prairies!
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Prairie Enthusiasts and the Swamp Lovers Inc.’s 500 acres in western Dane County is protected by an easement with the Ice Age Trail Foundation. The third trip was to 2009 Bur Oak Award winners Bruce and Lisa Wachholz’s Cedar Creek Farm in the Town of Springdale. These are truly inspir-ing properties. Finding ways to assure the hard work of restoration is preserved for the future is a topic BMAP will continue to fea-ture in our education and outreach.
 Our Newsletter is mailed to nearly 300 people three times a year thanks to the diligence and hard work of John and Julie Raasch. Check out the BMAP website, www.bluemounds.org, for back issues of the Newsletter and other information and resources. While there you can also sign up for our email distribution and discussion list to get the latest announcements about upcoming events or ask other members for advice and information.
 Landowner Assistance - Ecologist Cindy Ramseyer was able to work on several new site visits this summer while wrapping up our rare plant monitoring project and working
 on the database effort. Also, in a unique rela-tionship with the West Dane Conservancy, she mentored and partnered with their sum-mer intern Kyle Burkwald, a UW Stevens Point student. One of his specific tasks for the summer was to work with BMAP’s Ecologist. Several of Kyle’s photos appear in our new publication Reading the Drift-less Landscape. Completing this handbook occupied a lot Cindy’s and others’ time this year. We look forward to bringing this signature publication of the Blue Mounds Area Project out in 2012.
 Looking Ahead - Most members are now aware that Cindy is moving on to other things this year. We can’t thank her enough for all she has done for BMAP and glad she will still stay connected to us. We are working to hire someone to fill the Project Ecologist position by the beginning of June. That means more site visits and
 summer excursions! Be sure to contact us if you or someone you know would like a site visit or have a property we should put on our tour schedule.
 Project finances trended down in 2011 after a banner year in 2010. Income dropped 57% across all categories, including membership and donations. While not alarming we need to raise considerable funds this year to meet our annual $13,500 budget. One area we can improve on is membership, which was down 21%. This is one area everyone can contribute to by timely renewal—look on your newsletter mailing label for your expiration date—and recruiting others through a gift membership or sharing a BMAP brochure and spreading the word. Remember you can always renew your mem-bership or make a donation on our website www.bluemounds.org.
 B
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 Thank You New and Renewing Members and DonorsMember Changes and Donations Since the Last Newsletter
 PatronJim & Rose Sime
 Supporter Wendy Alettha Peter & Lynne Weil Chuck Bauer Mike & Carla Di Iorio Stephen & Aimee Gauger Barbara Glass Frank Grenzow Julie Hayward & Donn D’AlessioBrende Hofer & Dennis SteadmanPaul Kaarakka & Andrea GargasJames Lesniak & Shelly ArmstrongVern & Sylvia Lowell Douglas Norgord Doug Steege & Kris EuclideMargaret Van Alstyne Paul Williams Hyuk & Gail Yu
 Contributor Betty & Max Rosenbaum Prairie Spirit Wildlife Sanctuary c/o John Barnes & K MatticeMike Anderson Rebecca Christoffel & Andrew WilliamsJim Elleson David & Karen Frankson Jerry Goth Patrick Handrick Mary Michal & David Haskin
 Tom & Nancy Mohs Erik Ranheim Matt Rehwald Denise Thornton & Doug HansmannMargaret Van Alstyne Bruce Wachholz Jim & Leigh Woodburn Raymond Becker Jan Ketelle James Van Deurzen Laurie Yahr & Rich Kahl
 Basic Deirdre Birmingham & John BiondiBarbara Borns Vernon & Betty Drape Hildy Feen Sharon & Warren Gaskill Frank & Carol Hassler Pam & Craig Heilman Marcy & Jim Hess Rob Horwich Alan “Pete” Kiel Bill & Eloise Kuenzi Gigi LaBudde Dean Lesser & Eliana BaccasBrandon Mann & Ann CalhounMyrna & Dobbin McNatt Mark & Brenda Mittelstadt Paul & Estela Ohlrogge Michael Schmitz Mary & Joe Skupniewitz Gail Van Haren
 MESSAGE from page 2

Page 11
						

Our Mission:The Blue Mounds Area Project is a community–based organization that seeks to inspire, inform and empower private landowners in the Southwestern Wisconsin region to enjoy, protect and restore native biodiversity and ecosystem health.
 Our Objectives:1) Promote understanding, appreciation and conservation of native woodlands, prairies, wetlands and savannas and their special species in an economically viable manner, through community outreach programs and private contacts.
 2) Act as a clearing house for information from people and organizations involved in preserving native biodiversity including information about plant, animal and habitat identification, management, restoration, seed sources, native plant nurseries and invasive, nonnative species.
 3) Encourage cooperative, volunteer restoration and management activities.
 4) Identify public and private land use changes that may affect ecosystem health and promote community–based stewardship of the unique natural heritage of the Blue Mounds and the Southwestern region of Wisconsin.
 The Blue Mounds Area Project Newsletter is published quarterly. We welcome your comments, submissions, and advertisements.
 Deadlines for submissions for 2012 newsletters: Summer Newsletter — July 2, 2012 Fall Newsletter — October 29, 2012
 Send submissions to: Editor, Blue Mounds Area Project, PO Box 332, Mount Horeb, WI 53572 or [email protected]
 Editor: John A. Raasch, [email protected] — Designer: Julie Raasch, [email protected]
 Blue Mounds Area Project Membership Form
 Name(s):
 Address:
 City: State: Zip:
 E-mail address:
 Membership Status:
 m Renewal m New Member m Gift Membership for
 Membership Level:
 m Student $15 m Basic $30 m Contributor $50 m Supporter $100 m Sponsor $500 m Patron $1000
 m Other contribution to further the BMAP mission
 TOTAL **All contributions are tax–deductible to the fullest extent of the law.**
 m Yes, I would like to receive information about site visits.
 Make check payable and return to: BLUE MOUNDS AREA PROJECT, PO BOX 332, MT. HOREB, WI 53572
 BMAP Board of DirectorsCarroll Schaal
 President and Treasurer 608-469-2998
 [email protected]
 Paul Kaarakka Secretary and Membership
 608-827-5164 [email protected]
 Cindy Ramseyer 608-523-4213
 [email protected]
 Chuck Bauer 608-251-4051
 [email protected]
 Doug Norgord 608-437-7963
 [email protected]
 Paul Ohlrogge 608-767-3122
 [email protected]
 If you are interested in assisting or volunteering for the Blue Mounds
 Area Project, please contact
 Carroll Schaal 608-469-2998
 [email protected]
 BMAP Newsletter — 11 — V15 N1
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The Blue Mounds Area Project P.O.Box 332 Mt. Horeb, WI 53572
 HAVE YOU EXPIRED?? Please check the address label for your membership expiration date.If you’re receiving a complimentary or trial copy, please consider joining.
 The grand show is eternal. It is always sunrise
 somewhere; the dew is never dried all at once;
 a shower is forever falling; vapour is ever rising.
 Eternal sunrise, eternal dawn and gloaming,
 on sea and continents and islands, each in its turn,
 as the round earth rolls.~ John Muir
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