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The British Rule of India
 Ian Woolford
 Department of Asian Studies
 The University of Texas at Austin
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The British Empire
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The Devilfish in Egyptian Waters
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How did the British rule India?
 • It wasn’t a sudden process
 – Began in 1750s
 – Took full control in 1857
 • The East India Company
 • Took over from the declining Mughal Empire
 • A trading relationship at first
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Kicking India around
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How did the British rule India?
 • Began to take over taxation of people
 – Used the same system as the Mughal empire
 • Promised “protection”
 • In 1850: 300,000 men in army.
 – Only 50,000 were British
 • 100,000 British men ruling over 200 million
 Indians
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Two views of
 Indian Life
 Two Views of
 Indian Life
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Gandhi Spinning Cloth
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• What then shall that language be? One-half of the Committee maintain that it should be the English. The other half strongly recommend the Arabic and Sanskrit. The whole question seems to me to be, which language is the best worth knowing?
 • I have no knowledge of either Sanskrit or Arabic. But I have done what I could to form a correct estimate of their value. I have read translations of the most celebrated Arabic and Sanskrit works. I have conversed both here and at home with men distinguished by their proficiency in the Eastern tongues. I am quite ready to take the Oriental learning at the valuation of the Orientalists themselves. I have never found one among them who could deny that a single shelf of a good European library was worth the whole native literature of India and Arabia. The intrinsic superiority of the Western literature is, indeed, fully admitted by those members of the Committee who support the Oriental plan of education.
 Macaulay’s Minute on Education
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Sir Thomas Macaulay (1800-1859)
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The 1857 Rebellion
 • Called the “Sepoy Rebellion”
 • Problem over loading bullets
 • Lasted for over a year
 • Indians rallied behind the aging Mughal
 emperor
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Sepoy Rebellion:Nationalism
 • 1857, strained relations exploded into rebellion, the Sepoy Rebellion
 • Sepoys were Indian soldiers who fought in British army
 • Introduction of new type British rifle set off rebellion
 • To load rifle, soldier had to bite off end of ammunition cartridge greased with pork, beef fat; offended Muslim, Hindu Sepoys
 • Muslims did not eat pork; Hindus did not eat beef
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Picture of Sepoy rebellion
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Results of Sepoy RebellionBritish ended the rule of East India Company in
 1858 as result of mutiny.
 • British government ruled India directly
 – British moved away from some social regulations
 that angered many Indians
 – Distrust still continued between British, Indians
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From “Punch” Magazine:
 Benjamin Disraeli gives
 Victoria her new crown
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The Queen With
 Two Heads
 “No, Benjamin. It will never
 do! You can’t improve on
 the old Queen’s Head!”
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Honoring the empress
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Justice!
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“I hope they understand
 them better than we did
 back then”
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Areas under
 British control
 1836
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Areas under
 British control
 1857
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Resistance to British Rule
 • Ram Mohun Roy: sometimes called the father of
 modern India
 • Indian National Congress: dominated by Hindus
 • At 1st did not fight for independence just local
 control
 • Gandhi becomes leader
 • Muslim League: 1906 afraid of a Hindu majority
 • A public outcry forces Britian to redraw its
 partition of Bengal
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Areas under
 British control
 1919-1947
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Taxes, taxes, taxes
 • Landlords were allowed to own the
 land. They had to pay fixed revenues to
 the British
 • So some landlords were loyal to the
 British
 • Champeneer village
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Many British families moved to India as their permanent home. They imported European culture with
 them. They established factories, hospitals, and schools in India. Indians were not treated equally by
 the British.
 Multimedia Learning, LLC COPYRIGHT 2006
 WRITTEN BY HERSCHEL SARNOFF & DANA
 BAGDASARIAN
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It was important for the British to have a strong
 network of transportation and
 communication in India. They designed India’s
 railroad system, brought telegraph and telephone
 technology, a postal system, news reporting,
 and banking.
 Multimedia Learning, LLC COPYRIGHT 2006
 WRITTEN BY HERSCHEL SARNOFF & DANA BAGDASARIAN
 http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/3/34/India-rail-1870.png
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Effects of British Rule on India
 • Positive
 – Built rail network
 – Telephones; roads; schools; irrigation; improved health.
 – Customs that threaten human rights are ended
 – New laws mean justice for all classes
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Negative effects
 • Focus on cash crops produced famines.
 • Racists attitudes:Indians treated as inferiors
 • Top jobs go to British
 • British try to replace Indian culture with
 British culture
 • British made goods replace local goods
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Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948)

Page 30
						

Gandhi’s first satyagraha
 • 1919, massacre
 • 1920, Gandhi’s first satyagraha. Designed to make the British rule in India non-functional through a complete non-violent boycott
 • Many were jailed by the British
 • Cancelled due to violence

Page 31
						

“No country has ever risen without beingpurified through the fire of suffering. Mothersuffers so her child may live. The conditionof wheat-growing is that the grain shallperish. Life comes out of death. Will Indiarise out of her slavery without fulfilling thiseternal law of purification?”
 --Mahatma Gandhi
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Instructions to Satyagrahis
 • Harbor no anger, but suffer the anger of the opponent. Do not return assaults
 • Do not submit to an order given in anger
 • Refrain from insults and swearing
 • Protect the opponents from insult or attack, even at the risk of life
 • If taken prisoner, behave in an exemplary manner
 • Obey the orders of the satyagraha leaders

Page 33
						

Steps in a Satyagraha Campaign
 • Negotiation and arbitration
 • Preparation of the group for direct action
 • Agitation
 • Issuing an ultimatum
 • Economic boycott and forms of strike
 • Non-cooperation
 • Civil Disobedience
 • Usurping the functions of the government
 • Parallel Government
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The 1930 Salt March
 • According to law, the British had a
 monopoly on the manufacture and sale
 of salt.
 • Indians were arrested if they tried to
 make salt.
 • Gandhi directly defied British law and
 marched to the ocean to collect salt.
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Gandhi’s letter to Lord Irwin
 • Before embarking on civil disobedience and taking the risk I have dreaded to take all these years, I would fain approach you and find a way out. . . . Whilst , therefore, I hold the British rule to be a curse, I do not intend harm to a single Englishman or to any legitimate interest he may have in India. . . . And why do I regard the British rule as a curse?
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Gandhi’s letter to Lord Irwin,
 • It has impoverished the dumb millions by a system of progressive exploitation and by a ruinously expensive military and civil administration which the country can never afford.
 • It has reduced us politically to serfdom. It has sapped the foundation of our culture. And, by the policy of cruel disarmament, it has degraded us spiritually.
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Gandhi’s letter to Lord Irwin
 • The British system seems to be designed to crush the very life out of the Indian farmer. Even the salt he must use to live on is so taxed as to make the burden fall heaviest on him. The drink and drug revenue, too, is derived from the poor. If the weight of taxation has crushed the poor from above, the destruction of the central supplementary industry, i.e., hand-spinning, has undermined their capacity for producing wealth. . .
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Gandhi’s letter to Lord Irwin
 • If you cannot see your way to deal with
 these evils and my letter makes no
 appeal to your heart, I shall proceed
 with such co-workers of the Ashram as
 I can take, to disregard the provisions
 of the salt laws.
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Salt March Monument
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Gandhi picks up a grain of salt
 in defiance of British law.
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Rudyard Kipling
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Take up the White Man's burden
 Send forth the best ye breed
 Go bind your sons to exile
 To serve your captives' need;
 To wait in heavy harness,
 On fluttered folk and wild
 Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
 Half-devil and half-child.
 Take up the White Man's burden--
 In patience to abide,
 To veil the threat of terror
 And check the show of pride;
 By open speech and simple,
 An hundred times made plain
 To seek another's profit,
 And work another's gain.
 Take up the White Man's burden--
 The savage wars of peace--
 Fill full the mouth of Famine
 And bid the sickness cease;
 And when your goal is nearest
 The end for others sought,
 Watch sloth and heathen Folly
 Bring all your hopes to naught.
 Take up the White Man's burden
 No tawdry rule of kings,
 But toil of serf and sweeper
 The tale of common things.
 The ports ye shall not enter,
 The roads ye shall not tread,
 Go mark them with your living,
 And mark them with your dead.
 The White Man’s Burden
 By Rudyard Kipling
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Take up the White Man's burden
 And reap his old reward:
 The blame of those ye better,
 The hate of those ye guard--
 The cry of hosts ye humour
 (Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--
 "Why brought he us from bondage,
 Our loved Egyptian night?"
 Take up the White Man's burden--
 Ye dare not stoop to less--
 Nor call too loud on Freedom
 To cloke your weariness;
 By all ye cry or whisper,
 By all ye leave or do,
 The silent, sullen peoples
 Shall weigh your gods and you.
 Take up the White Man's burden--
 Have done with childish days--
 The lightly proferred laurel,
 The easy, ungrudged praise.
 Comes now, to search your manhood
 Through all the thankless years
 Cold, edged with dear-bought wisdom,
 The judgment of your peers!
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Kipling’s “White Man’s Burden”
 • According to Kipling, and in your own words, what was the "White Man’s Burden"?
 • What reward did Kipling suggest the "White Man" gets for carrying his "burden"?
 • Who did Kipling think would read his poem? What do you think that this audience might have said in response to it?
 • How do you feel about the poem? If you were a citizen of a colonized territory, how would you respond to Kipling?
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United Stated Senator
 Albert J. Beveridge, 1899
 “Mr. President . . . God has not prepared the English-speaking and Teutonic peoples for a thousand years fornothing but vain and idle self-contemplation and self-admiration. No! He has made us the master organizers ofthe world to establish system where chaos reigns . . . Hehas made us adepts in government that we may administergovernment among savage and senile peoples . . . He hasmarked the American people as His chosen nation tofinally lead in the regeneration of the world. This is thedivine mission of America . . . The Philippines are oursforever. We will not repudiate our duty in the archipelago.We will not abandon our opportunity in the Orient. Wewill not renounce our part in the mission of our race,trustee, under God, of the civilization of the world.”
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• Reporter: “Mr. Gandhi, what do you
 think of Western civilization?”
 • Gandhi: “I think it would be a very
 good idea.”
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