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THE CORE AMERICAN VALUES OF THE  DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE  

(1776) AS REFLECTED IN FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT’S FIRESIDE
CHATS   (1939-1944)

The  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e  
was n o t on ly a s ign i f ican t docu m ent for

t he p i onee r i ng s t a t e sy s t em under cons t ruc t i on
and i t s c i t i zens ; i t was anunp receden t ed case on a m uch
w i de r sca le . Never be fo re had a na t i on t e rm i

na t ed a “soc ia l ag reem en t ” be t we en t he r u l e d
   a n d t h e r u l e r .   Th roughou t t he

yea rs , the p r inc ip les inc luded in the docum ent cons t i
tu ted a se t o f core

ten et s c lose to the h ea r t o f every Am er ican . Since
1776 , the va lues of the

 D e c la r a t io n   - be i t de l ibe ra t e ly o r
no t - have consequen t l y been sp read i n

the Uni ted Sta tes . However , the  fr e q u e n c y o f e
m p h a s i s   t h a t c e r t a i n v a l u e s

rece ived in d i f feren t h i s to r ic c i rcum stances d i
ffered over the spa n of years .

I t a p p e a r s a r u l e t h a t t h e i d e a s o f t h e
 D e c la r a t io n   become v iv id ly m an i

fes ted a t t he m om en t s o f pe r il . The i dea l s t ha t
were b rou gh t t o t he fo reg ro

und speak vo l um es abou t t he n a t u re o f t he t h rea t s
. An ana l y s i s o f F ra nk l inDe lano R oosevel t ’s radio F i
r e s id e C h a t s   p rov ides r i ch food for thou gh t in
th i s

respect . The com par i son of the two sources br ings conclus
ions tha t cas t ex t ra

l igh t on t he even t s o f t he t im es a s we l l a s on wh a
t va l ues ga i ned m os t

a t t en t i on a t t he t im es o f t he u l t im a t e cha l
lenges.

The idea of FD R’s C h a t s   w a s n o t a w a r t i m e
i n v e n t i o n 1 . Th e aim was

to in form the na t ion about the s i tua t ion in the count ry
, government ’s p lans

and Pres ident ’s ref lec t ions . Casual and improvised as the
C h a t s   m a y h a v e

1 T h e y s t a r t e d o n S u n d a y , 1 2 M a r c h 1 9 3 3
, Fireside Cha ts o f Fr ank lin Delano Roosevelt, 

(22 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] ; cf . K. M icha łek,  N a
drod ze ku  

 potędze. Histo ria Sta nów Zjednoczonych A mery ki
1961-1945,  K i W , W a r s z a w a 1 9 9 3 , p . 3 4 5 .


http://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html


	
8/17/2019 The Core American Values of the Declaration of
Independence (1776) as Reflected in Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
…

3/14

3 2 8 Mateusz Bogdanowicz

s eem ed , t hey were ca re fu ll y p lanne d and i n t ended to
have a c l ea r -cu t im pac t

on the l i s t eners . The F i r e s id e C h a t s   w ere
a sor t o f “l i tm us p ap er” to t es t the

socia l moods ; they a l lowed R oosevelt to sound o ut w ha t A
m er ica w a s   a n dw h a t i t w a s n o t   p
rep ared for.

The p re -war C h a t s   ( 1933 -1939) were m ean t to u n
i t e   t he na t i on , and

ra i se the sp i r i t s in the m ids t o f the G reat Dep ress
ion . The hom e economic

condi tion was d ram at ic in 1933, the success of the Pre s ide
nt ’s a t t em pts to

improve the s i tua t ion seeme d de batab le2 . T hus ef fec
tive com m unicat ion w i th

the na t ion appeared crucia l . The broadcas t s were to
provide Roosevel t wi th

the nee ded pol i t ical backu p to cope w ith the economic and
social s i tua t ion 3.

Th ere w as l i tt l e room for in tern at ion al po l i ti cs
in those pre-w ar C h a t s 4 .

Converse ly , the war t ime broadcas t s (1939-1944) were bound
wi th the

in ternat ional a f fa i rs , thus s ign i f i can t ly more c
lose ly re la ted to the va lues oft h e  D e c la r a t io n
.   The C h a t s   b ecam e m ore un i ve r s a l i n m
ean i ng , wh i ch m ade

them comp el ling and m eaningfu l no t on ly for the A m er
icans . Not on ly d id

t he b road cas t s app l y to t he U n i t ed S t a t e s o r N
or t h Am er ica , bu t a lso touched

upon the chal lenges v i t a l fo r the en t i re wor ld . That
conclus ion seems the

f i r s t ana l ogy be t ween t he C h a t s   a n d t h e
 D e c la r a t io n ; they bo th aug ured

geopol i t i ca l changes and a remodel led wor ld order and the
fu ture ba lance of

 pow ers.

* * *

The  D e c la r a t io n o f In d e p e n d e n c e  
w as roo ted i n t he Eu ropea n Age of

E nl igh ten m ent ; therefore , no t en t i re ly was i t an “A
m erican inve nt ion” . The

most ev ident European-or ig in concept in the  D e c la r
a t io n   i s t ha t conce rn i ng

t he r e l a t i ons be t ween t he ru l e r and t he ru l ed ,
deve l oped by J ean J acques

R o usseau5 . Eve ry h um an be i ng i s bo rn w i th a s e t o
f ce r t a i n ca rd i na l r i gh ts ,

such a s t he r i gh t to l ive , f reedom a nd pu r su i t o f
happ i nes s . These r i gh t s a r e

ina l i enable s ince they have been gran ted by the God. The
 D e c la r a t io n ,   t h e r e

2 A c t u a l ly , a l o t o f F D R ’s “N e w D e a l ” m e a s
u r e s h a d n o t b e e n o r i g i n a l l y R o o s e v e l t
’s ( e .g . 

p u b l i c w o r k s o r r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f i n d
u s t r y s c h e m e s ) . T h e y w e r e a n e x t e n s i o n o
r p l a n s o f t h e  

p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s tr a t i o n u n d e r H e r b e r
t H o o v er . T h e o t h e r s - o f F D R ’s a u t h o r s h i p
- a r e a s s e s s e d  b y h i s t o r i a n s i n v a r i o
u s w a y s a s f or th e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e i r s
. C f. K . M i c h a ł e k ,  N a drodze ... , 

p p . 3 1 0 - 3 1 1 ; J . P o w e l l ,  How FDR’s New Deal
Harm ed M illions o f Poor People.  (7 Nov. 2011) , 

[ o n l i n e ] ; W . E . L e u c h t e n b u r g , The FDR
 

Years: On Roosevelt and His Legacy,   C o l u m b i a U n i
v e r s i t y P r e s s ( 7 N o v 2 0 1 1 ) , [ o n l i n e ] <
http: / /   

w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t. c o m / w p - s r v / s ty
l e /l o n g t e r m / b o o k s / c h a p 1 / fd r y e a r s .h t
m >.

3 T h e f u l l c o n t e n t s o f th e o r i g i n a l
Chats  ava i lab le a t (18 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] < ht
tp: / /   w w w . m h r i c . o r g / f d r / f d r . h t
m l >.

4 Al l the Chats  f ro m t h e p e r i od 1 2 M a r c h 1 9
3 3 - 2 4 J u n e 1 9 3 9 w e r e e x c l u s i v e l y d e v o te
d t o t h e h o m e m a t t e r s , e c o n o m y a n d c r i
s is . C f. th e c o n t e n t s o f t h e Fireside Chats, 
(22 Nov. 2011) ,  

[on l ine] < ht tp: / /www.mhric .org / fdr / fdr .h tml
>.

5 J .J . Rousseau , The S ocial Contract or Principles o f
Political Right.   E n g . t r a n s l . G . D . H .
 

Cole, (6 Feb. 2012) , [online] , Book 1 , chapters 6 , 7 , 8;
 

B o o k 2 , c h a p t e r 1 2 ; B o o k 3 , c h a p t e r 1
0.


http://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=3357http://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.htmlhttp://www.constitution.org/jjr/socon.htmhttp://www.constitution.org/jjr/socon.htmhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.htmlhttp://www.cato.org/pub_display.php?pub_id=3357
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fore, w as a r evo l u ti ona ry a c t e s t ab l ish i ng a sy
s t em o f i n t e rpe r sona l r e l a ti ons

w i th i n t he new s t a t e o rgan ism .

The rem iniscences of the above are ob servable in the F i r e s
i d e C h a t s .  R ooseve lt f r equen t l y re fe r s to hu
m an d i gn it y and hu m an r i gh t s in gen e ra l6 .

I t is no ti ceab l e in t he f r agm en t s conce rn ing h i s
appea l s for hum an i t a r i an

help for c iv i l i ans in the Nazi -Germany-occupied count r
ies 7 . Th e rig h ts to

li ve , f reedom f rom fea r a nd pu r su i t o f happ i nes s a
r e r egu l a r l y em phas i zed  8 .

Add i tiona lly , t he P re s i den t pu t i t c lea r ly t h a
t t he m en t ioned r i gh t s app l y t o

a l l   n a t ions - i nc lud i ng t he soci et ie s o f t
he coun t r i e s t ha t were hos t il e t o the

U n i t e d S t a t e s 9 . Due to such a n a pproa ch Roosevel
t p rom oted ina l i ena bi l i ty

o f t he hu m an r igh t s , r ega rd l e s s o f t he c u r re
n t s i tua t ion .

The above l e t P res i den t R ooseve l t s epa ra t e t wo e l
em en t s i nd i spensab l e

for the fu ture p o l it ics o f the U ni ted S ta tes w i th b
o t h   t h e w i n n e r s a n d t h elosers . The pa r t ing
of the socie ty from the ru ler (s ) a l lowed for c r it ic iz ing
the

s y s t e m s   w i t h o u t d a m n i n g t h e  p e
o p le .  R egard less w ha t the e x ten t o f social

suppor t fo r Hi t l e r , Musso l in i o r Hi rohi to there was
in the i r count r ies , such

a s t r a t egy opened t he Un i t ed S t a t e s a way t o d e
f e a t   b u t n o t to h u m i li a t e   the

enemy. The idea of sep ara t ion i s c lear in the  D e c
la r a t io n ,   too; i t drew a l ine

 b e tw ee n th e K ing ’s v io la tio ns to w a rd s th e
C olo nie s a n d th e B r it ish socie ty

( r e fe r r ed t o a s t he “B r i t i sh B re t h ren”1 0 ) .
I t needs to be unders tood i t i s no t

t h e n a t i o n s   b u t s t a t e s   th a t ge t
involved in wars . The jux tapo s i t ion of the two

categories : n a t i o n   a n d s t a t e   h ad b
een a n i nven t ion o f t he  D e c la r a t io n ;  
howe

ver i t was success fu l ly appl ied to theC h a t s ,

  too . There , Pres ident Roosevel tsk il fu l ly u sed t
he above r eason i ng on t he funda m en t a l s , wh en he r e fe
r r ed t o

the resp ected A m er ican values ; he knew h i s com pat r io
ts would accept no

i n f r ingem en t o f t hose 1 1 .

Q uo t ing t he  D e c la r a t io n ,   i t m ay be s
a i d t ha t t he Am er i can war c reed i s

to accept the “acquiesce in the necess i ty , which denounces
our separa t ion ,

and ho ld t hem , a s we ho l d the r e s t o f m ank i nd ,
enem i es in war , i n peace

6 Cf. Fireside Chat   d a t e d 2 S e p t e m b e r 1
9 3 9 , 2 7 M a y 1 9 4 1 , 1 1 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 4 1 t o n a m
e  b u t a f e w e x a m p l e s , ( 1 5 N o v . 2 0 1 0 ) , [
o n l i n e ] .

7 F. D. Roosevelt ,  Addre ss o f the Preside nt de livered
by radio from the White House , 28  

 Ju ly 1943,   ( 12 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] .8 F. D
. Rooseve l t ,  Addre ss o f the Presiden t de livered by
radio from the White House , 26   M ay 1940,  (
28 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] .

9 Cf. Fireside Chat   d a t e d 1 1 S e p t e m b e r
1 9 4 1 , (7 O c t . 2 0 1 0 ) , [ o n l in e ] < h t t p : / /
  w w w . m h r i c . o r g / f d r / c h a t 1 8 . h t m
l > . I t w a s e v e n m o r e s o a f t e r 7 D e c . 1 9 4 1
a n d t h e U S a c c e s s i o n t o  

w a r . R o o s e v e l t s t u c k a s t r i c t d i s t i n c
t i o n b e t w e e n J a p a n , G e r m a n y a n d I t a l y a s
n a t i o n s a n d  

t h e i r e v i l r u l e r s o r p o l i t i c a l p r o p a g
a n d i s t s . I t i s m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t i n t h e
Chats: Broadc ast from  

the Oval Room o f the White House, Natio nally an d over a W
orld-wide Hookup:  Dec . 1941 , or in  

 Addre ss o f the Presid ent:  7 Sept . 1942 , [on l
ine] .

10 Cf . the t ex t o f the  Declaration o f Inde pend ence
  [ in:] K. M icha łek, Konstytucja oraz inne  po ds
tawow e doku menty i symbole am ery ka ńsk ie j kultury pa trio
tyczne j,   M A D A , W a r s z aw a 2 0 0 5 , 

p p . 1 1 - 1 3 .

11 Addre ss o f the Pre sident del iver ed by ra dio from
the Whi te House, 26 M ay 1940, 

(28 Sept . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] < h t t p : / / w w w . m h r
i c . o r g / f d r / c h a t 1 5 . h t m l>.


http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat25.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat22.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat22.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat25.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html
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inde pen de nt and dar ing ; ye t, above a ll , cher i sh ing
the ru le of law. The n at ion

w as aw are of bo th : it s du t ies and i t s r igh t s . As
Fra nk l in D. Roosevel t w anted

to rem ain in the l ead , h e h ad no choice b u t to ac t
accord ingly to w ha t the people c o u l d    a
ccep t and avo i d ing w ha t t hey c o u l d n o t.

Con curren t ly , the Pre s ide nt po in ted ly ma ni fes ted h
i s a l leged re luc tance

to coercion2 5 - one o f t he fund am en t s o f t he B r i ti
sh fo re ign po l icym ak i ng i n

t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n tu r y, w h i c h l ed - a s u s
e d i n a n u n s k i lf u l m a n n e r - to t h e

em anc i pa t ion o f t he t h i r t een co lon ies and t he
conc lu s ion o f t he U n i ted S t a

tes . The socie ty , accord ing to the Pres ident , should be
appealed to and co

nv inced ; t hus , t he gove rnm en t shou ld p i c tu re t he s
i tua t i on i n a f r an k w ay 2 6 .

I t is , on the o t he r han d , t he du t y o f t he c i t
izens t o r em em ber t ha t :

[...] governments long established should not be changed for
light and tran

sient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that
mankind aremore disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable,
than to right themselves

 by abolishing th e forms to which th ey are accustomed
...27.

The go vernm ent ’s du ty i s t o i n f o r m ; still, it is a
civil duty to b e i n f o r

m e d .  T h a t w a s h ow t h e P r e s i d e n t p u t i
t in h i s C h a t s .   The s am e app roach can

 be no tic ed in th e  D e c la r a t io n .   I
n h i s b roadcas t s , R ooseve lt pu t h i m se l f i n t he

 p o s itio n o f a “m a n a g e r” o f th e countr y . H e
w a n te d to be p e rce iv ed as

a pa t r io t and c iv il serva nt o f the na t ion . The socia
l percep t ion of h i s un de r

s tan din g of a l eade r’s du t ies an d h i s p lace in the
socie ty were p ic tured as

i den t ica l to how t he Fou nd i ng Fa t he r s ha d s een t
hose yea r s be fo re2 8 .

The  D e c la r a t io n   as wel l as qu i te a p rop
or t ion of the F i r e s i d e C h a t s  

were c rea t ed i n t he f ace o f war . They were a i m ed t o
m en t a l ly p rep a re t he

socie ty for a conf li ct th a t a l a rge sha re of A m er
icans d id no t fu lly com pre

hend - i n e i t he r case . Fo r t h a t r eason , the t ac ti
c s o f t he au t ho r s i n bo th

cases w ere iden t ica l:

a) l ist ing faults, restrictions a nd v iolations of the enem
ies of the Am ericans;

 b) a p p ea lin g for u n d e rs ta n d in g th e a u th o
r it ie s a n d p re v e n tin g a n y de

fiance of the go vern m en t’s decis ions;

c) ou t l in ing the e nem y ac t ions t ak en ag ain s t Am er
ica , wh ich l e f t no

a l t e rna t i ve bu t ac t i ve coun t e rm easu res 2 9 .

25 A m o n g o t h e r s , c l e a r l y s e e n m a n i f e s t
a t i o n i n t h e Chat   d a t e d 2 8 J u l y 1 9 4 3
, ( 1 3 O c t . 2010) [on l ine] .

26  S e e n i n , fo r e x a m p l e , t h e f r a g m e n
t o n c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e A x i s P a c t : “o n S e p t
e m b e r 2 7 t h ,  1 9 4 0 , t h i s y e a r , b y a n a g r
e e m e n t s i g n e d i n B e r l i n , t h r e e p o w e r f u l
n a t i o n s , t w o i n E u r o p e a n d  

o n e i n A s i a , j o in e d t h e m s e l v e s t o g e t h e
r i n t h e t h r e a t t h a t i f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o
f A m e r ic a  

i n te r f e r ed w i t h o r b l oc k e d t h e e x p a n s i o
n p r o g r am o f t h e s e t h r e e n a t i o n s - a p r o g r
a m a i m e d a t 

w o r l d c o n tr o l - t h e y w o u l d u n i t e i n u l t i
m a t e a c t io n a g a i n s t t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , ”
2 9 D e c e m b e r  

1940; (22 Nov . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] < h t t p : / / w w w .
m h r i c . o r g / f d r / c h a t 1 6 . h t m l>.

27  Declaration o f Independence,   [ in:] K. M
icha łek, Konstytucja...,  p p . 1 1 - 1 5 .28  C f . p a
r t s o n g o v e r n m e n t n a t u r e i n  Addre ss o f
Preside nt de livered by radio from the 

White House,  26 May , 1940 , (18 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l
ine] < h t t p : / / w w w . m h r i c . o r g / f d r / c h a t
1 5 . h t m l>.

29  T h e s t r a t e g y i s c l e a r l y s e e n i n e .
g . t h e Chat   f r o m 9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 1 , ( 1
2 O c t . 2 0 1 0 ) ,  [on l ine] .


http://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat16.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat15.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat16.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/chat18.html
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I t was necessary to do every th ing poss ib le to make the Amer
icans under

s t a n d w h y   a n d i n w h a t c ir c u m s t a n c e
s   t h e i r gove rnm en t was s end i ng t hem to

w ar30. The Am erican decis ion-mak ers t rea ted the society as
intel l igen t , conscious and wel l - informed individuals .
Consequent ly, they could not have been

ordered to f ight wi thout absolute clar i ty as for the
reasons31. Since in that

respect the  D e c la r a t io n   seemed effective,
Roosevel t used an analogous tactic .

In h i s F i r e s i d e C h a t s ,   t h e P r e s i d e
n t p a id a t te n t i o n t o th e m a t t e r o f t h e

au t ho r i za t i on o f t he gove rnm en t . He w as - a s t
he socie ty had chosen so - t he

cou nt ry’s lead er m ade by the c i rcum stances to ac t in a w
ar l ike way32. I t is

easy t o tr ace i n t he F i r e s id e C h a t s   th e
echo of the  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n

ce  concep t of com ba t ing t he t o t a l i ta r i an sy
s tem s as t he e v i l p o w e r s .  W h a t is

more , the combat was car r i ed ou t in concord wi th a democra
t i c soc ie ty

condemning coercion33.T h e D e c l a r a t i o n   had
mainly focused on the Uni ted States , i t s system and

in teres t s . T hat h ad b een the perspective f rom w hich the
res t o f the wor ld had

 been perceiv ed back th en . The vie w s of F ra n k lin
D. Roose velt w ere sim ilar,

a l though the in ternat iona l s i tua t ion and the po s it
ion of the count ry dra m at ica l

ly evolved. By then, the Uni ted States had become a sol id and
wel l -organized

 po li ti ca l o rgan is m in com parab ly m ore in flu en
tia l in in te rn a tio n a l re la ti ons.

The d anger s and a l li ances had a lso changed s i nce t he t
im es o f t he  D e c la

r a t i o n .   Therefore , the Pres ident spoke propor t
ionate ly more on the wor ld

m a t t e r s in h i s F i r e s id e C h a t s .  Obvious
ly , he d id tha t f rom the perspect ive of

the A m er ican in ter es t s34. B etween S eptem ber 1939 and D
ecem ber 1941 the

Un i t ed S t a t e s was fo rm a l l y neu t r a l and s t rong
l y i so l a t i on i s t t owards t he

E u r o p e a n m a t t e r s . T h r o u g h t h e C h a t s
  of the period, the society received

a com prehens i b l e m es sage w h y   c e r t a i n s t
eps had t o be m ade35 and wha t

conseque nces /benef it s the in i t i a t ive s w ere go ing to
br ing .

30 R o o s e v e lt e x p a n d s o n t h a t - a m o n g o t h
e r s in  Addres ses o f Pres iden t   d e l i v e r
e d b y r a d i o  f r om t h e W h i t e H o u s e d a t e d
2 6 M a y 1 9 4 0 a n d 2 9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 0 , ( 1 0 O c t.
2 0 1 0 ) , [o n l in e ] 

.

3 1 I t h a d b e e n a d e l i c a t e m a t t e r f r o m t h
e m o m e n t G e r a l d N y e ’ s C o m m i t t e e r e v e a l e
d t h e  

U S b u s i n e s s a n d b a n k e r s ’ h i d d e n a g e n d
a b e h i n d e n t e r i n g W W I .

32 “I n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e A x i s n o t m e r e l y a
d m i t s b u t t h e A x i s p r o c l a i m s t h a t t h e r e c
a n b e n o  u l t im a t e p e a c e b e t w e e n t h e i r
p h i lo s o p h y o f g o v e rn m e n t a n d o u r p h i lo s o
p h y o f g o v e r n m e n t . I n  

v i e w o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h i s u n d e n i a b l e t
h r e a t , i t c a n b e a s s e r t e d , p r o p e r l y a n d c
a t e g o r i ca l ly , t h a t  

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s h a s n o r i g h t o r r e a s o
n t o e n c o u r a g e t a l k o f p e a c e , u n t i l t h e d a
y s h a l l c o m e  

w h e n t h e r e i s a c l e a r i n te n t i o n o n t h e p a
r t o f th e a g g r e s s o r n a t i o n s t o a b a n d o n a l
l th o u g h t o f   

d o m i n a t i n g o r c o n q u e r i n g t h e w o r l d ”. T
h e Chat  d a t e d 2 9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 0 , ( 9 N o
v . 2 0 1 0 ) , [ o n l i n e ]  .

33 I t i s c lear ly re f lec ted in the Chats  d a t e d 2
6 M a y 1 9 4 0 a n d 2 9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 0 , ( 9 N o v
. 2010) , [ on l ine] .

3 4 V i r t u a l l y e v e r y w a r t i m e Chat   i
s a proo f o f the th es is , ( 19 Nov . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] <
ht tp: / /   w w w . m h r i c . o r g / f d r / c h a t
1 6 . h t m l>.

3 5 T h e s p e e c h o n The A rsenal o f Democracy  s e r
v e s a n e x c e l l e n t e x a m p l e h e r e .  Rad io
  Addre ss Delive red by Presiden t Roosevelt From
Washington, December 29, 1940,  (7 Nov. 2011) , 

[on l ine] .
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The unw aver i ng be l i e f i n v ic t o ry i s a no t he r s t
r i k i ng f ea t u re o f t he F i r e s i

d e C h a ts   - a g a i n m a k i n g th e m so s im i la
r to t h e  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e .
 

I t h ad a lso “g lowed” w i th the convic t ion of success - so
much an A m er icanv a l u e3 6 . Never the less , Pres ident
Roosevel t was no t p rovid ing a rosy p ic ture :

the v ic tory was resen ted as remote and requi r ing sacr i f i
ce . Nei ther d id the

Pre s ide nt p rovide d e lus ion of qu ick so lu t ions no r
unp roblem at ic successes3 7 .

I t was to reinforce the President’s credibi l i ty , and so i t
did s ince the isolat io

nis t m oods were dy ing fas t, especia lly af ter P ea r l
Harbor .

To p rovi de t he Am er icans w i t h t he ce r t a in t y t h a
t t he a dm i n i s tr a t i on

were “ the r igh t people in the r igh t sea t s” , the F i r e
s id e C h a t s , yet again,

s imi lar ly to the  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n
d e n c e , used a mos t comprehens ib le

l anguage . In bo t h cases i t was p l a i n a nd s t ra i gh t
fo rward ; f r equ en t u se o f

modals and s ing le c lauses emphas ized emot ions and spoke to
the moods . At p la ces, co ll oquia li sm s ca n be found in
b o th cases; no po li ti ca l m um b lin g or

spec i a l is t j a rgon ; j u s t v iv id com par isons an d r
igh t -on - t he -m ark m e t aph o r s 3 8 .

The care for be ing unders tood wel l and rece ived proper ly i
s c lear ly no t ice

able . Such carefu lness for the l ingu is ti c aspect o f the
bro adc as t s t ran s la te d

i n to t h e i r huge pop u l a r it y3 9 .

Th is popu lari ty w as the ev entu al evidence of social
acceptance. I t w as yet

an othe r l esson of Am er ican values l earne d by Roosevelt
from the read ing of

t he  D e c la r a t io n : no t only the c o n t e n t
 , but also the  fo r m   o f the m essage tu
rned

out essen t ia l . The c i t i zens ab le to unders tand the i r
l eaders fe l t respected and

apprecia ted . Unders tanding bears t rus t ; i t l eads to
acceptance and socia l l iking. And Roosevelt , thro ug h h is F i
re s id e C h a t s , m ana ged to achieve those 4 0 .

* * *

A no t he r i dea found i n t he  D e c la r a t io n o f I
n d e p e n d e n c e , v i t a l to the Uni

ted S ta tes po l icymak ers be tw een 1939 and 1945 , were the
concepts o f an

i ndependen t s t a t e and na t i ona l s ecu r i t y . Non-m i
l i t a r i s t i n t he i r t one a s t he

3 6 T h e e x a m p l e m i g h t b e t h e D e c l a r a t i o
n ’ s s e c t i o n b e g i n n i n g : “ W e , t h e r e f o r e ,
t h e r e p r e

s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f A m e
r ic a , i n G e n e r a l C o n g r e s s .. .”,  Dec
laration o f Indep enden

ce,  [ on l ine] .37 S e e , f or e x a m p l e , t h e t e
x t o f t h e Chat   dated 11 January 1944 . (9 Nov .
2010 ) , [ on l ine]  

.

3 8 D . M a n k o w s k i , J . R a i s s a , Flashback,: The
70th Anniver sary o f Fireside Chats,   (12 Oct . 

2010) , [ on l ine] .

39 “The Fireside Chats  w e r e c o n s i d e r e d e n o r
m o u s l y s u c c e s s f u l a n d a t t r a c t e d m o r e l i
s t en e r s t h a n t h e m o s t p o p u l a r r a d i o s h o w
s d u r i n g t h e G o l d e n A g e o f R a d i o ” a n d “ E i g
h t y p e r c e n t  

o f t h e w o r d s F D R c h o s e w e r e a m o n g t h e 1 0
0 0 m o s t co m m o n l y u s e d w o r d s i n t h e E n g l is h
 

v o c a b u l a r y ” a s t h e a u t h o r t h e b o o k o n
Fireside Chats  po inted out (13 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] .
See: D . M ankow ski , J . Ra is sa ,  

Flashback...

40 B y 1 9 3 9 , o v e r 8 0% o f t h e h o u s e h o l d s i n
t h e U S h a d h a d a r a d i o s e t , n o t m e n t i o n i n g
 

p u b s , r e s t a u r a n t s , o f fi c e s e tc . T h e r e
f o r e , th e c h o i c e o f t h e m a s s m e d i u m f or p o p
u l a r i z i n g t h e  

P r e s i d e n t ’ s w o r d s w a s e x c e l l e n t .
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F i r e s i d e C h a t s   m ay have s eem ed , they m an
i fe s ted Am er ican fu ll read i nes s

for w arfare i f necessary . I t i s anoth er analogy betw een
the C h a t s   and t he

 D e c la r a t io n .   T he b roadca s t s em a na t
e w i th d e t e rm i na t ion i n de fence o f t hecount ry ; they
d eclare decis iveness in the s t ruggle for m ain ta in in g ind
epe n

dence - a c ruc i a l i s sue i n m any C h a t s :

We are planning our own defense with the utmost urgency, and in
its vast

scale we m ust integrate the w ar needs of Britain an d the
other free nationswhich are resisting aggression. This is not a
matter of sentiment or of

controversial personal opinion. It is a matter of realistic,
practical military

 policy, base d on th e advice of our m il itary ex perts
who are in close touch

with existing warfare. These military and naval experts and the
members

of the C ongress and the A dm inistration have a single-minded
purpose - the

defense of the Un ited S tates 41.

In t he t hen c i r cum s t ances , i ndependence becam e an i s
sue . The sove re

i gn ty o f t he U n i t ed S t a t e s had b een w on ha rd l y
ab ou t 165 yea r s be fo re

W orld W ar II . Thus , the s ign i f ican t fear o f los ing
the Am er ican values af ter

such a shor t t ime seemed a reasonable po l i t i ca l a
rgument . The Roosevel t

ad m i n i s tr a t ion spa red i t s e l f no pa in s t o m ake
t he soc ie ty aw are t h a t suppo r

t i ng t he a l l i e s and , l a t e r on , f i gh t i ng aga i
n s t t he t o t a l i t a r i an r eg i m es was

a m oral a nd civic duty.

As for the defence of the country, th e F i r e s i d e C h a t
s   w e re - i n a s e ns e

- an up g rade o f t he d i r ec ti ons d rawn i n t he  D
e c la r a t io n .   The b roadcas t s

em phas i zed the ques t i on o f i n t e rna t i ona l t r ade
and connec t ions w i t h t he r e s tof the w or ld ; they a l so
po in ted ou t the h indra nce in these re spect s cause d by

the occurrence of w ar42. Fol lowing those concepts, P res id en
t Roosevel t was

cons t an t l y i nd i ca t i ng and exp l a i n i ng t he neces
s i t y t o pay a t t en t i on t o t he

foreign affai rs for they direct ly affected nat ional securi ty
.

R ooseve l t r epo r t ed t he i m m i nence t o p repa re t he
Un i t ed S t a t e s t o

de fend the who l e N or t h A m er ica i f t he U n i t ed S t
a t e s de fence was to be

ef fec t ive . In h i s op in ion , i t was unworkable to ef f i
c ien t ly pro tec t the Repu

 b li c a g a in s t a n y e n em y in v a s io n by m e re
d e fe n d in g th e c o u n try ’s so il . The

P r e s i d e n t p o s t u l a te d t o s u p p o r t a n d c
ov e r C a n a d a a n d - i f n e c e s s a r y

- Mexico43. T ha t was how Roosevel t un ders tood the defence
of the U ni ted  

41 The Chat   d a t e d 2 9 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 0 ,
( 7 N o v . 2 0 1 0 ) , [ o n l i n e ] < ht tp: / /www.mhric
.org / fdr /   c h a t 1 6 . h t m l>.

42 I t i s re f lec ted in the  Addre ss on N ational
Economic Policy, 28 April 1942,  (22 Oct . 

2010) , [ on l ine] .

4 3 T h a t v i e w w a s o p e n l y c o n t a i n e d i n t h
e a d d r e s s d a t e d 2 6 M a y 1 9 4 0 , ( 2 2 O c t . 2 0 1 1
) ,  

[on l ine] . H o w e v e r , F D R h a d p r e s e n t e d s u c
h a n a p p r o

a c h t o d e f e n c e m a t t e r s i n h i s p r e - w a r s
p e e c h e s ; i n C h a u t a q u a ( 1 9 3 6 ) a n d K i n g s t
o n ( 1 9 3 8 )  

o p e n l y s t a t i n g t h a t h e w a s d e t e r m i n e d
t o d e f e n d t h e n e i g h b o u r s a n d t h e c o n t i n e
n t i n t h e c a s e  

o f a n y p e r i l to t h e U S . Chautaqua Speech,  ( 7
Dec . 2011 ) , [ on l ine] < h t t p : / / m a n y e y e s . a l
p h a -  

w o r k s . i b m . c o m / m a n y e y e s / d a t a s e t s /
a d d r e s s - d e l i v e r e d - b y - p r e s i d e n t - r o o
s e / v e r s i o n s / 1 >; Kingston  

Speech  [ in : ] R .F . Swanson ( ed . ) ,
Canadian-American S um m it Diplomacy 1923-1973:
Selected  Speeches an d Documents,  M c C l e l l a
n d a n d S t e w a r t L i m i t e d , T o r o n t o 1 9 7 5 , p .
5 3 .
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S t a t e s o f Am er ica i n t he m i c r o   scale. The m
a c r o   scale object ives were to fend

t he dange r o f f t he country . And - i n t he F i r e s i d e
C h a t s   - t h e n a t io n w a s

regu l a r l y i n fo rm ed abou t a l l t hose i deas . The
Pres i den t kep t appea l i ng ,exp l a i n ing and r e fe r r ing
t o the i ssues p resen t in t he  D e c la r a t io n o f I n
d e p e n

d e n c e .

By 1939, in Roosevelt ’s op in ion , an in tern at ion al conf
li c t ha d tu rne d ou t

i m m i n e n t, m u c h l ik e - y e a r s b e fo re - t h e W
a r o f I n d e p e n d e n c e   had . Therefo

re , wi th every C h a t   b e t wee n Sep t em ber
1939 and D ecem ber 1941, the P res i

den t was - m e t hod ica l ly an d pu rpose fu ll y - ge t t i
ng h i s coun t rym en c lo se r to

the conf l ic t44. L ater on , he l ed h i s count ry th rou gh
the w ar in tha t same

gra du al an d con sequen t way . A s im i lar e ffect ha d been
ach ieved by the

a u t h o r s o f t h e  D e c la r a t io n :   t he
docum en t h i gh l i gh t ed acu t e p rob l em s and

 po in ted to th e im m inence of firm a n d u lt im a te
so lu tions:

[...] the Rep resentatives of the Un ited S tates of America,
[...] in the Name,

and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, [...]
declare, Thatthese united Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent

States, that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the
British Crown, and

that all political connection between them and the State of
Great Britain, is

and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and
Independent States,

they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract
Alliances, esta blish Comm erce, and to do al l oth er Acts
and Things which In dependent

Sta tes may of right do45.

The  D e c la r a t io n   a l so de t e rm i ned t he
Am er ican un de r s t and i ng o f war ; i tsdef in i t ion i s s
t i l l va l id . The refusa l to obey the Br i t i sh King was a h
i s tor ic

inevi tabi l i ty , and the W a r o f I n d e p e n d e n c e
  t u rned ou t i t s l og i ca l and na t u ra l

consequence . In no way can war be a m e a n s   to ga in
prof i t s . Frankl in

D. Roosevel t saw to the fac t h i s fe l low count rymen were
convinced the

U n i t e d S t a t e s d i d n o t    go to w ar for
f inancia l t ak ings , t e r r i to r ia l ga ins or

sp read i ng t he A m er ican sph e res o f i nf luence . O n t
he con t ra ry , t he Am er ican

i nvo lvem en t in w ar w as p i c t u red a s s t em m i ng
from t he m os t nob le m o ti ves :

he l p t o t he i nvaded and t he weaker , f i gh t i ng aga i n
s t d i c t a t o r sh i p s and f r e

e i ng the ens laved . Those were t he pu rposes o f w ar a s p
resen t ed i n t he

 D e c la r a t io n  a nd in R oosevel t ’s F i r e s
i d e C h a t s .

* * *

A p rom i nen t va lue t h a t g lows from a l m os t eve ry pa
rag rap h o f t he  D e c la

r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e   is u n i t y .
  Un der s tood a s an i nd i spensab l e i ng red i en t
to

surv ive any c r is i s, i t i s the cem ent of a soc ie ty .
The jo in t e f for t an d u nd er

s t and i ng l im i ta t ions w ere a m us t to gu a ran t ee t
he su rv i va l o f t he coun t ry i n

44 T h a t a p p r o a c h c a n b e tr a c e d t h r o u g h t
h e a n a l y s i s o f t h e c o n t e n t s o f t h e a d d r e s
s e s f ro m  

t h e p e r io d 3 S e p t e m b e r 1 9 3 9 - 9 D e c e m b e r
1 9 4 1 .

45 The Declaration o f Independence   [ in:] K. Mic hałe k,
Konstytucja...,  p p . 1 1 - 1 5 .


	
8/17/2019 The Core American Values of the Declaration of
Independence (1776) as Reflected in Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
…

12/14

The Core American Values of the Declaration of Independence
(1776). 3 3 7

the face of an u l t im ate cha l lenge46. Obviously, one can no
t ask for a complete

conformi ty ; nonetheless , the Congress passed a b i l l which
formal ly named

t h e  D e c la r a t io n   “T h e U n a n i m o u s
[b old - M .B .] D e c la r a ti o n o f t h e T h i rt e e nU n i
ted S t a t e s o f Am er ica” - t o g i v e t h e i m p r e s s io
n   of ful l consensu s, wh ich

w as a n e lem ent o f sk i lfu l soc ia l engineer ing . I t w
as a un i ty-b ind er of far-

reaching psychological consequences.

U n i ty a s a p rec ious va lue w as c l ear ly p rese n t i n
a l l the w ar t im e F i r e s i d e  

C h a t s .   They a l ways s t a r t ed w i t h an appea l
, r e f e rence o r com par i son a i m ed

at p rovid ing the l i s t ene rs w i th a sense of com m uni
ty47. A l thoug h the P res i

dent addressed h i s monologues to the Amer icans in the f i r s
t p lace , they

concerned the a l l i es wor ld over as wel l . Frequent and del
ibera te references

to the sup po r ters o f the U ni ted S ta tes w ere supposed to
crea te a fee l ing of

a w or ldwide , p ro-Am er ican com m uni ty48.The au t ho r s o
f t he  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e  
a s we l l a s F rank l i n

D. Roosevelt were per fec t ly aw are of how im po r tan t the
socia l m ora le was ;

thus they were ac t ive ly boos t ing i t . The F i r e s i d e
C h a t s   were as much f i l l ed

w i th the be l i e f in success as the  D e c la r a t io
n   h ad been . They bo t h p rom ot ed

the o p t imis t ic app roach to problems . By no m ean s was th
a t a nad ’ve or

thou ght less sor t o f op t imism, though. T he Pre s iden t
spoke openly abo ut the

diff icul t ies49. St i l l , he saw the obstacles as chal
lenges to overcome rather

th an a fa te , o r doom. M ani fes t ing the sp i r i t o f
hope and bel ie f in own

ab i l i t i e s was ye t ano t he r ana l ogy be t ween t he
 D e c la r a t io n   a n d t h e C h a t s .  

The chal lenges are to be accepted : the ef for t and sacr i f i
ce on the way are

supposed to , sp i r i tua l ly and moral ly , enr ich the na t
ion . Obs tac les should no t

d i scou rage i n t he p u r su i t o f happ i nes s . On t he o
t he r han d , pa t i ence and

 p e rs is te n c e w ere n ecessa ry ; only su ch a b a
lan ced a n d ca re fu l a p p ro ach could

 prov id e success.

Addi t ionally , re ferences to the Providence a nd the care of
the A lmighty

 prove th e  D e c la r a t io n   to be Roosevel
t ’s inspirat ion .  S u c h s te p s w e re m e a n t

to in tens i fy the fee ling of un i ty and provide the socie ty
wi th a s t ro ng er sense

of securi ty . T ha t was a l l too s im i lar the app roach
pres en ted in the  D e c la r a

t i o n .

46 Cf. Chats: On National Defense,  2 6 M a y 1 9 4 0 ; On
National Security,  2 9 S e p t e m b e r  

1940; Announcin g Unlimited National E mergency,   27
M ay 1941 , (18 Oct . 2010 ) , [on l ine] .

47 D . M ank ow ski , J . R a is sa , Flashback ...

48 T h e b e s t e x a m p l e s o f t h a t a r e Chats On
Progress of War and Plans for Peace,  2 8 J u l y  

1943; Opening Third War Loan Drive,  8 S e p t e m b e r 1
9 4 3 ; On Teheran and Cairo Conferences, 

2 4 D e c e m b e r 1 9 4 3 , ( 1 4 O c t . 2 0 1 0 ) , [ o n l
i n e ] .

49 Cf. Chats:  Announcin g Unlimited National Emergency,
  2 7 M a y 1 9 4 1 ; On M aintaining  

Freedom o f the Seas,  11 September 1941 , (30 Oct . 2010 )
, [ on l ine] .


http://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/%e2%80%a8fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/%e2%80%a8fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/%e2%80%a8fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/%e2%80%a8fdr.htmlhttp://www.mhric.org/fdr/fdr.html


	
8/17/2019 The Core American Values of the Declaration of
Independence (1776) as Reflected in Franklin Delano Roosevelt's
…

13/14

3 3 8 Mateusz Bogdanowicz

* * *

The  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e  
i s a docum en t o f funda m en t a l m ea n i ngt o t he Un i t ed
S t a t e s 5 0 . I t happ en s to be in terp re ted as a revolu t
ionary record

that in i t i a ted a new socio-pol i t i ca l qual i ty . Insp
i red by the European Age of

E n l ig h t e n m e n t a s i t w a s, t h e  D e c la r a
t io n   d id in troduc e a nu m be r of o r ig ina l ,

“m ade in Am er ica” socia l concepts which insp i red docum
ents an d d oct r ines

v i ta l in the U ni ted S ta tes ’ h i s to ry , such as the
 A r t i c le s o f C o n fe d e r a tio n ,  

C o n s t itu t io n , B i l l o f R i g h t s   o r
 M a n i f e s t D e s t i n y .

T h e m a t t e r t h a t m u s t n o t be o v e rlo o ke d a n
a l y s in g t h e C h a t s   i s the fac t

t h a t t hey w ere a l l b roadc as t by t he r ad i o . A par
t f rom t he b road r ead e r sh i p , i t

need s to be un ders tood th a t Roosevelt ’s message to h is
people w as m ea nt to

 be o ral.  L i s t e n i n g   to the F i r e s
i d e C h a t s 51 ,  i t i s impossible to res is t the feel
ing

t h a t t he s ign if icance o f t he m i ss ion w as com parab
le to t h a t o f t he  D e c la r a

t i o n .  The C h a t s   p rove t he F ran k l i n D
. R ooseve lt ’s aw arenes s t h a t m om en t o

us even t s were happ en i ng r i gh t then . The re w as even
room for the ques t ions

of i r revers ib le or i rrevocable n a tu re , e .g . the po l
it ica l chang es in N or th Am e

r ica , c r ea t ion o f t he U n i t ed Na t ions o r e r ad i
ca t ing t o t a l i ta r i an sy s tem s f rom

E u r o p e 5 2 . Both the  D e c la r a t io n o f I n d e
p e n d e n c e   a n d t h e F i r e s i d e C h a t s  
e m

 p h a s ize d th e fu n d a m e n ta l, in d isp u ta b le
A m eric an p rin c ip le s e q ua ll y v a lid in

t he e i gh t een t h a s we l l a s t we n t i e t h cen t u r
ie s .

P erh ap s the overr id ing s ign if icance of the  D e c
la r a t io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e , 

so comm only refer red to in the R oosevel t ian F i r es id e C
h a t s , w as t he f ac t t ha t

- a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e n e w s t a t e - a n a c
tiv e a n d d y n a m ic d o c u m e n t w a s

conceived. Not only did the  D e c la r a t io n  
avoid describing or legal izing the

s i tua t ion ; i t shaped the Amer ican and , somehow, g lobal
rea l i ty ; the F i r e s i d e  

C h a t s   s eem t o p rove t ha t P res i den t R ooseve
l t t r ea t ed t he pas t i n t he s am e

way: he did no t brood over i t.

F ran kl in D. Roosevelt t r i ed to prepa re A m er ica an d h
i s com pat r io t s for

t he cha l l enges t ha t the fu t u re w ou ld ho ld  5 3
. Such an a t t i tud e of the l eader(s )

had been bo rn wh i l e d ra f t i ng t he  D e c la r a t
io n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e .  The dyna

m i sm and un i ve r s a l i sm seem to p rove t he on -go ing r
e levance and m ean i ng o f

t h e  D e c la r a t io n   f or t he U n i t ed S t
a t e s a s a s t a t e and t he Am er icans a s

a society.The docum en t p rov ided P res i den t R ooseve lt w
i t h a w ea l t h o f i deas, r e f e

rences a nd gu idance t ips as to how to w in h is com pat r io
t s ’ t rus t . Th e F i r e s i

50 K. Micha łek , Konstytucja...,  p. 11.

51 I t i s i m p o r t a n t to l i s t e n t o t h e w a y t h
e Chats  w e r e p e r fo r m e d b y t h e P r e s i d e n t
. A s t h e y  w e r e p r e p a r e d a s l i v e s p e e c h
e s , o r m o n o l o g u e s , t h e r a d i o p e r f o r m a n c
e c o n t r i b u t e s t o u n d e r

s t a n d i n g F D R ’ s i n t e n t i o n s .

52 Cf . the Chats On Teheran a nd Cairo Conferences,  2 4 D
e c e m b e r 1 9 4 3 ; State o f the Union  Message to
Congress,  1 1 J a n u a r y 1 9 4 4 ; On the Fall of Rome,
  5 J u n e 1 9 4 4 ; Opening Fifth War   Loan
Drive,   12 June 1944 , (12 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine] < ht
tp: / /www.mhric .org / fdr / fdr .h tml >.

53 Cf. the Chats  f rom 3 September 1939 to 11 September
1941 , (11 Oct . 2010 ) , [ on l ine]  

< h t t p : / / w w w . m h r i c . o r g / f d r / f d r . h
t m l>.
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d e C h a ts   conce rned a l l the a spec t s o f t he w
ar t im e r ea l i ty ; t hey t ouched upon

difficult topics too54. T h e D e c la r a tio n o f I n d e p e
n d e n c e   made i t possible for

a loose associa t ion o f co lon ies to tu rn in to a coun t ry
an d a n a t ion . A thoroughand ca re fu l an a l y s is o f t he
docum en t he lped an i nqu i si ti ve a nd i n t u i ti ve

 p o litic ian , F r a n k l in D. R oosevelt , to t u r n
th e U n ite d S ta te s from ju s t

a con t inen ta l ly in f luen t ia l cou nt ry in to a
superpower .

The Core American Values of the Declaration of Independence
(1776)... 3 3 9

54 E x a m p l e s m i g h t b e t h e a n a l y s i s o f P e a
r l H a r b or , t h e p e r s p e c t iv e s o f th e w a r e n d
i n g , 

w a r e f fo r t or n e c e s s i t y t o a s s i s t t h e a l
l i e s .
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