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                    The  Importance of  IFAS  Grassroots Mary Ann Gosa Director of Governmental Affairs UF/IFAS.  What is Government Affairs?.  The UF/IFAS Office of Governmental Affairs secure  funding and affect legislation that allow UF/IFAS to  continue serving the people of Florida through  - PowerPoint PPT Presentation
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What is Government Affairs?
 The UF/IFAS Office of Governmental Affairs securefunding and affect legislation that allow UF/IFAS tocontinue serving the people of Florida througheducation, research and extension.
 Our office works closely with local, state and federalgovernments to educate policy-makers and staff onissues that are vital to the mission of IFAS. We alsohelp communicate key political issues to internal andexternal stakeholders.
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Florida Legislature
 • 160 members• 40 Senate • 120 House of Representatives
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Legislative Backgrounds• Advertising/Public Relations/Marketing 4• Advocate/Community Activist 4• Agriculture 7• Appraiser 1• Architect 1• Attorney 41• Banker/Mortgage Broker 6• Builder/Construction/Contractor 4• Business Owner (Hospice, labor contractor, entrepreneur,
 restaurateur, skin care line, mobile home sales, telecommunications, computer systems, property management) 26
 • Education (teachers/administrators) 10
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Backgrounds Cont.• Engineer 3• Health Care (doctors, nurses, surgeons, dentist) 15• Higher Ed (professor/administrator/consultant) 10• Government Affairs/Public Policy/Consultant 6• Finance & Investments 2• Funeral Director 2• Insurance 5• Law Enforcement 2 retired Sheriffs 2• Legislators 3• Military US Air Force Colonel, Officer US Navy, Coast Guard (ret) 3• Real Estate 11• Writer/Producer/Publisher 2 • Retired 20
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Term Limits Create a Revolving Door
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• There will be at least 40 new legislators after this election in November 2010
 • In 2008, there were 52 new legislators
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What is IFAS?• UF/IFAS Mission: UF/IFAS is a federal-state-county
 partnership dedicated to developing knowledge in agriculture, human and natural resources, and the life sciences, and enhancing and sustaining the quality of human life by making that information accessible. While extending into every community of the state, UF/IFAS has developed an international reputation for its accomplishments in teaching, research and extension. Because of this mission and the diversity of Florida’s climate and agricultural commodities, IFAS has facilities located throughout Florida. UF/IFAS is the research and development center for Florida’s agricultural and natural resources industries that have a $93 billion annual impact.
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We address many of the biggest issues we face today:
 WaterFood
 EnergyHealth
 EducationClimate
 Research
 Education Extension
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How• Leaders in Biomass to Energy• Producing Biofuels and Value-Added Chemicals• New methods save Florida oyster industry• Helped to prevent the shutdown of the oyster industry while protecting public
 health• Developed highly effective fly traps for military• New technology improves packaging while reducing costs• Improve effectiveness and reduce cost of embryo transfer in dairy cows• Improve heat tolerance in plants • Mosquito larval ecology affects dengue fever transmission• Improve bobwhite quail sustainability through management techniques• UF/IFAS releases high-yielding subtropical bahiagrass• Flavorful, healthy Tasti-Lee tomato released• 246 UF/IFAS patents• 534 UF/IFAS inventions• Over $91 million in research awards
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How cont.• Nearly 300 new cultivars and new inventions fro 2001-2007• Reduced birth defects by 50% though folic acid research• Patented the Sentricon termite control system used in over 2 million homes• IFAS 4-H programs reached more than 230,000 youth• 4-H Youth programs improve student performance • Over 5,000 students enrolled in College of Agricultural and Life Sciences • Reduced annual irrigations water consumption for freeze protection by an average
 of 41.5 billion gallons per year through automatic weather network• Developed and demonstrated programs to better utilize fertilizers and protect
 water quality• Management and prevention of pest and diseases such as greening and canker
 (citrus), laurel wilt (avocadoes), bacterial spot (tomatoes), and West Nile virus and St. Louis encephalitis
 • “Take Charge of Your Diabetes” improving quality of life for diabetics• Improving nutrition in disadvantaged populations (SNAP)• Leader in veterinary infectious disease and immunology research• Pursuing a vaccine to prevent human AIDS using feline virus
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How do we educate this many policy makers about such a large, diverse institution???
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This is where the secret weapon comes in
 Secret weapon?
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How do you do this?
 • Educate your policy makers at the local level = Local, State and Federal
 • Educate me
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Lobbying = Education Education does not always = Lobbying
 • It’s all about access and education• We don’t have PAC checks, we have boots on
 the ground and a great mission• It is up to our people, all over the state
 helping to educate policy makers; Local, State and Federal
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• You don’t have to increase your “To Do List” Just use your “To Do List” to our advantage
 • Show & Tell…show and tell people what you do.
 • You are your best marketing tool - You are IFAS’s best marketing tool.
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