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Unit Eleven The Real Truth about Lies
 Ⅰ. Pre-reading Qs
 Ⅱ. Text Analysis
 Ⅲ. After-reading
 Ⅳ. Exercises

Page 3
						

I Pre-reading Qs
 • Background Information white lie
 n. An often trivial, diplomatic or well-intentioned untruth. An untruth told to spare feelings
 or from politeness, as in She as
 ked if I liked her dress, and of course I
 told a white lie. This term uses white i
 n the sense of "harmless."

Page 4
						

Discussion Qs:
 1. If your friend is in a new dress or buys a new mobile phone which you dislike intensely, and ask for your opinion about it, what will you say? Why do you think people lie?
 2. If somebody lied to you for your own good, how would you feel?

Page 5
						

II Text Analysis
 Structural Analysis• Para 1-6• The writer introduces the topic by reporting
 two survey results.• Para 7-11• By citing an example in this part, the writer
 explains that telling little white lies is a common practice and the reasons for that are familiar___ we do not want to hurt others.

Page 6
						

• Para 12-15
 • This part deals with the consequences of telling lies.
 • Para 16-18
 • The writer discusses whether lies should be avoided at all costs.

Page 7
						

Style:
 This text is of journalistic style. Since the text is based on scientific researches and scholarly quotations in lying, the writer sounds objective throughout the passage, although his view on lying is negative.

Page 8
						

Theme The nature of white lies is to
 seek self-interest. They may have different receptions in different cultures. Not all white lies are unacceptable.

Page 9
						

Language Points
 1. spare one’s feeling:
 to avoid doing something that would upset sb.
 e.g. He simply wished to minimize the fuss and to spare her feeling.

Page 10
						

2. profess professionprofess: to make a claim e.g. James professed to know
 everything about sculpture.
 profession: a form of employment e.g. She intends to make teacher
 her profession

Page 11
						

3. blurt out: to say sth. suddenly and without thinking, usually because one is nervous or excited.
 e.g. To our surprise, he blurt his secret out at table.
 4. wear down: to reduce or become weaker until useless
 e.g. Heavy traffic and variable weather can wear down the surface of the road.

Page 12
						

5. think highly of: to have a good opinion of
 e.g. I can assure you that the management thinks very highly of you.

Page 13
						

6. proliferation: a rapid increase in the amount or number of sth.
 e.g. Over the past two years, we
 have witnessed the proliferation of TV channels.

Page 14
						

7. rule of thumb: a tough method of calculation, based on practical experience
 e.g. I never weigh anything when I’m cooking____ I just do it by rule of thumb.

Page 15
						

8. confound: to confuse and surprise people, causing them to be unable to explain or deal with a situation
 synonyms: puzzle, perplex e.g. His choice may confound us
 all.

Page 16
						

III After-reading
 Retelling

Page 17
						

Development (text2) Questions for discussion: 1. What are the negative effects of
 “benevolent deception”on patients?
 2.If you were a patient, would you like to know the truth that you would have only a few months to live?

Page 18
						

IV Exercises
 Vocabulary• grammar • translation• dictation • oral activities• listening
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