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The Untold Story of Leviticus:It's the Law
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What is the role of the OT law in the life of the NT
 believer?
 Three options:
 1. The law continues unchanged
 2. The law is completely abolished
 3. Some laws are abolished
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Some laws are impossible
 to obey todayLaws relating to the temple sacrifice
 The temple was destroyed in AD 70
 Laws relating to the behavior of kings
 Laws about the Aaronic priesthood
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Two approaches to the law
 1. Partial continuity
 Any laws not specifically annulled in the NT still apply
 2. Discontinuity
 Any laws not specifically reinstated in the NT do not apply
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Laws that are Clearly Withdrawn
 Dietary laws (Mk 17:18-19)
 18 So He said to them, “Are you thus without understanding also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him, 19 because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all foods?”
 Feasts and festivals (Col. 2:16-17)
 16 So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ.
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Partial Continuity
 How to decide which laws still apply?
 Thomas Aquinas first divided laws into 3 classes (later renamed by John Calvin):
 1. Moral
 2. Civil
 3. Ceremonial

Page 8
						

Classes of LawsMoral Ceremonial Civil
 Unchanging Changeable Changeable
 Based on nature of God
 Based on Christ's work
 Outworking of ceremonial
 laws
 Standard of purity
 Foreshadowing of Christ's work
 For all people For Israel For Israel
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Examples of Moral Laws
 The Ten Commandments (Ex. 20:3-17)
 Laws of sexual purity (Lev. 18)
 Laws about having just weights and measurements (Lev. 19:35-36)
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Examples of Ceremonial Laws
 The sacrificial system (Lev. 1-5)
 Laws regarding feasts and solemn assemblies (Lev. 23)
 Laws about priestly garments and ordination (Ex. 28-29)
 Circumcision (Lev. 12:3)
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Examples of Civil LawsLaws about leprosy in buildings (Lev. 14:33-53)
 Laws about moving property boundaries (Deut. 19:14)
 Laws about where to go for judgments, including the law for jealous husbands (Num. 5:11-31)
 Laws about inheritance (Deut. 21:17)
 Cities of refuge (Num. 35)
 Dealing with oxen that gore people (Ex. 21:28-36)
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Some laws are hard to classify
 Dietary laws (Lev. 11:1-23)
 Bird's nest (Deut. 22:6)
 Boiling a kid in mother's milk (Ex. 23:19)
 Wife grabbing genitals of attacker (Deut. 25:11-12)
 Helping your neighbor's fallen beast (Deut. 22:4)
 Charging interest to your brother (Deut. 23:19)
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Arguments for Partial Continuity
 Matt. 5:17-19
 17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is fulfilled. 19 Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
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Arguments for Partial Continuity
 Rom. 3:31
 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On the contrary, we establish the law.
 James 4:11
 Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge.
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Problems with Partial Continuity
 Choice of which laws apply is arbitrary
 The Ten Commandments are claimed to be moral law, but Christians are lukewarm about obeying the Sabbath
 Some sects also make sacred images
 Verses about no longer being under law

Page 16
						

NT Views on the LawIt exposed sin and produced guilt
 Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. (Rom. 5:20a)
 On the contrary, I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” (Rom. 7:7b)
 It pointed to the need for redemption (Rom. 3:20)
 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.
 It was Israel's tutor (Gal. 3:24-25)
 24 Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
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OT vs. NT CovenantOT covenant was with Israel; NT with the church
 New covenant based on Jesus blood, not the law (Mt. 26:28)
 For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
 New covenant replaces the law (2 Cor. 3:6)
 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.
 New covenant makes the law obsolete (Heb. 8:13)
 In that He says, “A new covenant,” He has made the first obsolete. Now what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.
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Arguments for Discontinuity
 Rom. 6:14
 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.
 Rom. 8:2
 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.
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A Different Law in NT"Law of Christ"
 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; (1 Cor. 9:21)
 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. (Gal. 6:2)
 "Law of Love" (Matt. 22:37-40)
 37 Jesus said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
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Examples of Laws Reinstated in NT
 ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’ (Mk. 10:19b)
 …abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from things strangled, and from blood. (Acts 16:10)
 For it is written in the law of Moses, You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain. (1 Cor. 9:9a)
 Jesus said to him, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. (Matt. 22:37)
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Jesus and the LawJesus did not come to abolish, but to fulfill
 Jesus' teachings on law strengthened it
 "But I say to you…"
 Mere outward conformance is not enough
 Jesus flouted certain laws
 Claimed the Sabbath did not apply to him
 Declared all foods clean
 Touched lepers without undergoing ritual cleansing
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So are we Under the Law?Depends on what you mean by "under"
 Paul says he's still under a law, but not under the law (1 Cor. 9:20-21)
 Are we saved by obeying the law?
 No! Gal. 2:16
 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.
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Avoid the Two Extremes
 Legalism: we need to do better (obey from heart)
 Libertinism: grace is not an excuse for loose living
 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? (Rom. 6:1-2)
 Antinomian: from Greek αντί (against) + νόμος (law)
 Legalism(Pharisais
 m)
 Libertinism(Antinomianis
 m)
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So What's a Good Christian to Do?
 Affirm that the law is good
 Be familiar with the law
 Consider the law as informing your conscience
 Is it OK to eat blood sausages?
 Do not confuse forgiveness with permission
 Extend grace to those with differing convictions
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