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 Revised: 9/28/2016
 SYRACUSE CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
 Grade 08 Unit 01 Unit
 Character
 21 Instructional Days
 Reading Standards: RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5
 UNIT DESCRIPTION
 This fiction unit asks students to read deeply across a variety of literary texts with an emphasis on theme
 and character. Students interpret, analyze, and evaluate short stories and a novel to study how an
 author develops a theme over the course of a text, as well as how a character is developed and
 contributes to the theme. Students learn and apply methods of literary analysis throughout the unit
 paying particular attention to authors’ use of key lines of dialogue or events, and word choice.
 Students are asked to consider how an author crafts the structure of a text to produce a particular
 effect. When considering the structure of a text, students will also compare and contrast different texts
 and analyze how the structure affects its meaning and style. In addition, students need to determine
 the figurative and connotative meanings of words and consider the significant influence of the author’s
 word choice as a whole on the text’s tone or overall meaning.
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 CCSS Coded Standard
 (Concepts are
 underlined, Skills are
 capitalized)
 Concept Elaboration
 (Pre-requisite concepts/skills, what this standard looks like in the
 learning progression)
 Assessment Questions
 (How this standard is assessed in the end
 of unit assessment)
 RL.8.2
 DETERMINE a theme or
 central idea of a text
 and ANALYZE its
 development over the
 course of the text,
 including its relationship
 to the characters,
 setting, and plot;
 provide an objective
 SUMMARY of the text.
 Definition of a summary-what makes a summary, what are the
 elements of a summary
 Define and identify theme
 Identify the characters, setting and plot
 Development of the theme based on the plot
 Track the development of a theme over the course of the text
 Have a Mental bank of topics for themes
 Understand that the details in a text connect to the theme
 Determine the author's message behind the theme through
 characters, settings, plots, events and patterns
 Complete summary that excludes personal opinions or
 judgments
 Question 1 (2 point rubric)
 Determine a theme from the short story,
 "The Bully," and provide a summary to
 explain how the theme develops over
 the course of the text. Make sure to
 include how the theme relates to the
 main characters, setting, and plot by
 using relevant text-based details.
 RL.8.3
 ANALYZE how
 particular lines of
 dialogue or incidents in
 a story or drama propel
 the action, reveal
 aspects of a character,
 or provoke a decision.
 Character motivation
 Identify how a course of events propel the plot forward
 Identify examples of dialogue and understand why an author
 uses dialogue
 Dialogue reveals character development
 Bank of character traits
 Sequence/ tracking of plot and character development
 (elements of plot)
 Comparing the character and action through the text from
 beginning to end to reveal the character motivation, plot, and
 conflict
 Connecting lines/ quotes to characters, events, etc.
 Understanding the structure of dialogue
 Identifying cause and effect relationships that result in the
 action and plot development
 Question 2 (2 point rubric)
 Reread the following lines from "The Bully,"
 “I guess you're thinking 'What goes
 around comes around'," he said, softly.”
 Explain the dialogue above and how it
 impacts both Roger and Tony. What
 does this interaction reveal about either
 character? Use details from the story to
 support your response.
 RL.8.4
 DETERMINE the
 meaning of words and
 phrases as they are
 used in a text, including
 figurative and
 connotative meanings;
 ANALYZE the impact of
 specific word choices
 on meaning and tone,
 Define and review figurative and connotative meanings
 Bank of literary devices/ techniques of figurative language
 (metaphors, simile, alliteration, personification)
 Identify strong verbs and adjectives in a text and know that is
 word choice
 Discern meaning from Context clues
 Identify multiple word meanings
 Identify the author's tone by making a connection to the strong
 verbs and adjectives that the author uses
 Question 3 (2 point rubric)
 Tone refers to the writer's attitude toward
 his/her story and to the reader. The
 writer's tone assists in creating a mood or
 atmosphere for the story. Examine the
 lines below:
 How many times that sorry guy had
 made fun of my big ears in front of the
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 including analogies or
 allusions to other texts.
 Understand that figurative language creates emotion in a
 reader
 Define analogies and allusions
 Find examples of analogies and allusions within a text and
 interpret the author's intent
 girls in my class? How many times this
 sorry son-of-a-gun had laughed at me
 because I had no parents and had to
 live in an orphanage? How many times
 this big bully slammed me up against the
 lockers in the hallway just to make himself
 look like a big man to all the other
 students?
 How do these lines impact the tone? Use
 details from the story to support your
 response.
 RL.8.5
 COMPARE and
 CONTRAST the structure
 of two or more texts
 and ANALYZE how the
 differing structure of
 each text contributes
 to its meaning and
 style.
 Mental bank of genre – Use of transition words
 Identify and describe Text Structures: prose, poetry, and drama
 Explain how text structure impacts the meaning of text
 Bank of literary elements/ devices
 Recognize which device applies to a specific structure
 Identify text Style: What is it? How does the author create
 his/her own style within a specific genre?
 o sentence structure and length
 o pace
 o diction
 o use of dialogue
 o point of view
 o character development
 o tone
 o word color, word sound (connotation/imagery)
 o paragraph/ stanza/ act/ chapter structure
 o sequencing
 o narration
 Question 4 (4 point rubric)
 Authors purposefully make decisions
 about how to present information to
 readers. The way in which an author
 structures a piece, contributes to its
 meaning and style. Both "The Bully" and
 "To Forgive" examine bullying. Analyze
 the texts and determine how the differing
 structures and literary devices contribute
 to meaning and style of each.
 In your response, be sure to:
 examine the way the author of
 “The Bully” structured that text
 examine the way the author of
 “To Forgive” structured that text
 describe how each author uses
 literary devices to contribute to
 the meaning and style
 include relevant text-based
 details from both passages
 Language Standards: L.8.1.a, L.8.1.b, L.8.1.c, L.8.1.d, L.8.3.a
 Lesson Suggested Pacing Guide
 Spiraled Reading Standards: R.L.8.1, R.L.8.10
 Embedded Writing Standards: W.8.2, W.8.9
 Embedded Language Standards: L.8.2a, L.8.2.c, L.8.6
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/8th%20Grade%20Unit%20One%20Language%20Standards.pdf
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 Assessment Links Rubrics and Scoring Guide Links
 Unit Assessment (Modified Unit Assessment for Beginner ELL)
 Checking for Understanding Resource: EL
 Quick Write 2 Point Response Rubric
 Extended Response Rubric
 Recommended Texts
 In 8th grade, standard RL.8.5 ask students to compare and contrast the structures of two or more texts. Within this unit, there are lessons that target this
 standard. Please choose texts of different structures to teach for those lessons.
 Short stories:
 “The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers (Lexile 860)
 “Abuela Invents the Zero” by Judith Ortiz Cofer (Lexile 970)
 “The Medicine Bag” by Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve (Lexile 910)
 “The Stolen Party” by Liliana Heker
 Poems:
 “Casey at Bat” by Ernest Thayer
 “Mother to Son” by Langston Hughes
 “Harlem (A Dream Deferred)” by Langston Hughes
 Drama:
 Sorry, Wrong Number (Click Here)
 Novels:
 The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros (Lexile 870; Level
 W)
 Children’s Books:
 For teaching character development: Coming On Home Soon by
 Jacqueline Woodson (Read-Aloud/ Think-Aloud Protocol)
 Informational Text(s):
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/immigration-stories-
 yesterday-and-today
 Immigration- Ellis Island account
 Immigration- Angel Island account
 Immigration- Angel Island Interview
 Big Ideas Essential Questions
 Readers analyze the text to determine theme.
 Readers explore characters’ complexities.
 Readers compare and contrast text structures.
 How do readers dig beneath the story to grow big ideas?
 How do authors develop characters throughout their stories?
 Vocabulary Anchor Charts
 Explicit:
 Allusion
 Character Traits (examples specific
 to the characters in the texts)
 Climax
 Develop
 External Conflict
 Inference
 Internal Conflict
 Propel
 Provoke
 Structure
 Style
 Theme
 Teaching Resource:
 Selecting Tier 2 Words: Beck
 Resource (specifically refer to the
 chart on pg. 19)
 Vocabulary Instruction: Cracking the Code (From The Thoughtful
 Classroom Portfolio Series - Word
 Works: Cracking Vocabulary’s
 Code)
 Word Wall Resource: EL
 Vocabulary Strategies Resource: EL
 Character Traits Poster (with grade level appropriate vocabulary)
 Plot Diagram-Glencoe (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling
 Action, Resolution)
 Open Mind Portrait
 Themes Poster
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/GR%208%20unit%201Assessment.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Checking-for-Understanding-Techniques.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/NYSTwo-Point%20RubricShort%20Response.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/New%20York%20State%20Grade%206-8%20Expository%20Writing%20Evaluation%20Rubric.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Short%20Story-%20The%20Stolen%20Party.pdf
 http://www.genericradio.com/show.php?id=2f8e789d3595fcf3
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/ReadAloudThinkAloud.pdf
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/immigration-stories-yesterday-and-today
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/activity/immigration-stories-yesterday-and-today
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Immigration-Ellis%20Island%20text.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Immigration-Angel%20Island%20text.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Immigration-%20Angel%20Island%20Interview.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/beck8.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/beck8.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/CrackTheCode.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/CrackTheCode.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Word%20walls.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Vocabulary-Strategies.pdf
 http://www.bgsu.edu/colleges/library/crc/webquest/aquamarine/omindport.html
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 Tone
 Unit Framework
 Chunk 1 Chunk 2 Chunk 3 Chunk 4
 Outcome:
 Readers use story elements to track
 the development of a theme over
 the course of a text.
 Outcome:
 Readers analyze characters across
 a text.
 Outcome:
 Readers can analyze an author’s
 choice of words or phrases that
 shape the text.
 Outcome:
 Readers compare and contrast
 texts with differing structures.
 Teaching Points:
 1.1-1.5
 Teaching Points:
 1.6-1.8
 Teaching Points:
 1.9-1.12
 Teaching Points:
 1.13-1.15
 CCLS Standards:
 RL.8.2
 CCLS Standards:
 RL.8.3
 CCLS Standards:
 RL.8.4
 CCLS Standards:
 RL.8.5
 Outcome Assessment #1
 Quick Write
 Outcome Assessment #2
 Quick Write
 Outcome Assessment #3
 Quick Write
 Outcome Assessment #4
 Extended Response
 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 R.L.8.2
 Readers use story
 elements to track
 the development
 of a theme over
 the course of a
 text.
 1.1 Readers generate ideas about the
 theme of a text is by asking, “What is
 this mostly about? What is the author
 saying about this topic?”
 (e.g., This is mostly about hope…The
 author seems to be saying that we
 have to maintain hope and faith in
 the hardest circumstances)
 Quick Write (Rubric): What
 do you think this is mostly
 about? What idea is the
 author trying to make the
 reader think about?
 Scaffolds:
 o Summarization lesson:
 Getting the Gist Protocol
 o EL Structured Notes
 Organizer Resource (pg.
 13 of the document)
 o Plot Structure: Literary
 Elements Mini Lesson
 Theme Bank: Class can
 generate possible or common
 themes. These themes can be
 used as an anchor chart for
 support when students are
 identifying possible theme(s).
 Determining Theme
 Learnzillion Lesson
 (Lesson can be
 adapted to text read in
 class. The resources
 attached to the
 Learnzillion lessons can
 be downloaded into a
 powerpoint or created
 into a handout.
 Teachers can use these
 as instructional tools for
 themselves or use with
 students as they see
 fit.)
 1.2 Readers study a theme through
 different elements (characters, setting,
 plot). As readers consider a theme,
 they think: In what ways does the
 development of the
 [character/setting/action] support this
 theme?
 Quick Write: How does the
 author develop the
 [setting/character/plot] in a
 way that supports the
 theme?
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20One.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Two.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Three.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Four.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/New%20York%20State%20Grade%206-8%20Two-Point%20Rubric%20%13%20Short%20Response.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Getting%20the%20gist%20protocol.pdf
 http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-read-text-6-12.pdf
 http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-read-text-6-12.pdf
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/plot-structure-literary-elements-904.html
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons/1652-determine-the-theme-of-a-story
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 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 1.3 Readers look for patterns by asking
 themselves, “Why does this keep
 coming up? What might the author
 be showing us with these patterns?”
 Think-Ink-Pair-Share (Protocol
 from EL in Questioning
 Strategies): What patterns
 keep coming up? What
 might the author be showing
 us with these patterns?
 Graphic Organizer-Concept
 Web
 Additional resources:
 Interactive Word Wall
 Reference and Activity Ideas
 T-Chart
 I think this…./ because the
 text says….
 Close Reading Protocol
 Lesson Video
 Text Graffiti Strategy:
 The Teaching Channel
 Grasping Themes in
 Literature Scholastic
 Article
 (Please note that at 8th
 grade, we are aiming
 for a theme statement,
 rather than a word.
 Beginning with a word,
 and then generating
 statements that relate
 to the word is
 appropriate. For
 example, we might
 identify friendship and
 move students towards
 a statement that says
 “true friends will always
 support you, no matter
 what.”)
 12 Most Common
 Themes in Literature
 Resource
 Elements of a story:
 Video Clip
 1.4 Readers connect specific, relevant
 details in a text to the theme. They
 look for lines in the text (related to any
 of the story elements) that support a
 theme.
 Think-Ink-Pair-Share: Which
 lines from the text show how
 the character, setting, or plot
 supports the theme?
 1.5 Readers summarize key events by
 asking themselves, “Which events are
 important to the theme?”
 Quick Write/ Accordion
 Graphic Organizer:
 Determine a theme and
 explain how the theme
 connects characters, setting,
 and plot.
 *Note to teachers: If you
 students need further support
 for this, the linked graphic
 organizer can be used.
 R.L.8.3
 Readers analyze
 characters across
 1.6 Readers pay attention to what the
 character does, says, and thinks to
 determine character traits.
 Turn and talk: What do
 you know about the
 character so far? How do
 you know this?
 Scaffolds:
 o Sample sentence starters:
 In this part of the text,
 (character) was acting…,
 Keeping track of
 character changes
 Learnzillion Lesson (this
 lesson can be adapted
 Theme
 Setting Plot
 Characters
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Questioning-Strategies-to-Engage-All-Learners.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Questioning-Strategies-to-Engage-All-Learners.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Questioning-Strategies-to-Engage-All-Learners.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/ReferenceAnd%20ActivityIdeas.pdf
 http://vimeo.com/54007714
 https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/preview-challenging-topics
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-in-literature
 http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top_teaching/2011/02/helping-students-grasp-themes-in-literature
 http://www.life123.com/parenting/education/children-reading/12-most-common-themes-in-literature.shtml
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6I24S72Jps
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Accordion%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Accordion%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons/1649-tracking-how-a-character-changes
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 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 a text. Quick Write: Using details
 from the text, describe
 the main character.
 What traits can be
 supported by text
 evidence?
 but now (character) is
 acting…/ (Character)
 says…, this means….
 o Color code character
 map
 o Character Trait Chart:
 Trait…/ Revealed by…
 Extension:
 o Writing: Compare this
 character to another one
 you know well. Using
 specific evidence from
 both texts, compare and
 contrast the characters.
 to any text read in
 class)
 Character and Story
 Map Graphic
 Organizers:
 Resource Link
 1.7 Readers track changes in a
 character by looking closely at the
 character’s actions and reactions.
 They ask: “How did the character say
 that? How did the character look?
 What idea do I have about who the
 character is?”
 Quick Write:
 In what ways does the
 character change across this
 text?
 1.8 Readers analyze characters’
 motivations by asking themselves,
 “Why would a character say, do, or
 think that?”
 Quick Write:
 What does the reader learn
 about (insert character
 name) in these chapters?
 Use text evidence to support
 your response.
 R.L.8.4
 Readers can
 analyze an
 author’s choice of
 words or phrases
 that shape the
 text.
 1.9 Readers know that authors use
 specific words to create a tone. They
 reread to note words that evoke
 strong reactions.
 Quick Write:
 What is the tone of the
 story? Which words or
 phrases does the author
 use to create that tone?
 Choose one evocative
 line or passage in the
 text. What does this line
 suggest/imply? How do
 you know?
 Mini Lesson: LearnZillion Lesson
 on strong verbs in poetry
 Mini Lesson: LearnZillion Lesson
 on analyzing key words in a
 story
 Mini Lesson: LearnZillion lesson
 on reading with your senses.
 This may be a good lesson for
 teachers to model with a
 read aloud/think aloud.
 “Juicy Sentences”
 Resource: Lily Wong
 Fillmore
 Glencoe Literary Elements
 Transparency #2
 (Alliteration), #18 (Word
 Choice), #49
 (Personification), #59
 (Simile and Metaphor),
 #72 (Tone)
 1.10 Readers can identify and
 differentiate between words with
 connotative and denotative
 meanings that connect to the tone.
 Ticket Out the Door (Admin
 and Exit Ticket Protocol):
 identify words with a
 connotative meaning and
 identify the feeling of each
 word.
 1.11 Readers identify when an author
 uses figurative language by locating
 examples of metaphors, similes,
 Ticket Out the Door: Write
 one example of a metaphor,
 simile, alliteration, and/or
 http://www.educationoasis.com/curriculum/GO/character_story.htm
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons/1105-notice-verbs-used-in-poem-to-understand-the-poem
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons/1653-analyze-a-key-word-or-phrase-to-interpret-the-story
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons/1489-read-with-all-your-senses
 http://ell.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/academic-papers/06-LWF%20CJF%20Text%20Complexity%20FINAL_0.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Admit%20and%20exit%20tickets%20protocol.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Admit%20and%20exit%20tickets%20protocol.pdf
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 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 alliteration, and personification. personification that the
 author used. Explain the
 definition of the figurative
 language identified. Write an
 original example.
 Three Column Chart:
 It says…/I say…/And so?
 (evidence)
 Extensions:
 Figurative Language Rap
 (Examples of figurative
 language in RAP)
 1.12 Readers can explain what effect
 figurative language has by asking,
 “Why does the author use this
 device?”
 Quick Write: Why might the
 author use figurative
 language in this section
 [teacher to identify section in
 text]? What is s/he trying to
 achieve by doing so?
 R.L.8.5
 Readers compare
 and contrast texts
 with differing
 structures.
 1.13 Readers use text structure to
 predict how information will be
 revealed in a literary text.
 (e.g., In prose, expect to study
 chronology or flashback, usually 1st or
 3rd person; in drama, expect to
 analyze dialogue and to study stage
 actions; in a poem, expect fewer but
 more powerful words…)
 Students complete a
 Narrative Text Structure
 Graphic Organizer
 Scaffolds:
 o Literary Text Structure
 Flashcards: Quizlet
 o Venn Diagram: Students
 can be provided
 categories of things that
 they are using for
 comparing and
 contrasting.
 o Color Marking
 o Plot Diagram Organizer
 Extension:
 o After reading two or more
 texts, compare and
 contrast their structure.
 Which structure is more
 effective? Why? Use
 examples from the texts in
 your analysis.
 Professional Article:
 Standard 5: The Ikea of
 the Common Core
 1.14 Readers pay attention to how an
 author has structured a text and think
 to themselves, “Why would the author
 use this structure? What is he or she
 trying to show me?”
 Ticket Out the Door
 1.15 Readers compare and contrast
 information that is revealed in texts by
 referencing text structure and literary
 devices.
 *Note to teachers: In order to assess
 the last three teaching points, writing
 Quick Write: Compare and
 contrast [two texts with
 similar themes but different
 structures].
 Word
 Connotative Meaning
 Denotative Meaning
 http://flocabulary.com/hiphoplanguage/
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Narrative%20Text%20Structure%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Narrative%20Text%20Structure%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
 http://quizlet.com/20278452/literary-text-structurecompare-contrast-flash-cards/
 http://www.scholastic.com/content/collateral_resources/pdf/l/lessonplans_graphicorg_pdfs_plotdiagram.pdf
 http://kateandmaggie.com/2013/03/17/standard-5-the-ikea-of-the-common-core-standards/
 http://kateandmaggie.com/2013/03/17/standard-5-the-ikea-of-the-common-core-standards/
 http://kateandmaggie.com/2013/03/17/standard-5-the-ikea-of-the-common-core-standards/
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Ticket%20out%20the%20door%20lesson%201.14.pdf
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 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 lesson 4 could follow at this point in
 your pacing.
 W.8.2, W.8.9
 Writing Response
 Lessons
 1. Writers provide text evidence to
 support claims/ideas by using a
 graphic organizer:
 Place in text that supports this idea
 o Quotes/lines
 Place in text that supports this idea
 o Quotes/lines
 Place in text that supports this idea
 o Quotes/lines
 Quick Write:
 Choose one theme from the
 story we have read. Explain
 how the theme develops
 over the course of the text.
 Make sure to include how
 the theme relates to the
 main characters, setting,
 and plot by using relevant
 text-based details.
 (Aligns with RL.8.2, Parallels
 Assessment Question 1)
 Refer to theme anchor chart
 or theme bank (class can
 generate a list of themes to
 keep up as an anchor chart.
 For example, best friends are
 hard to come by and should
 be cherished vs. friendship)
 Accordion Graphic Organizer Transitions Website:
 Transitions
 Sample Essay
 Template:
 Template
 Website for
 Instructional
 Resources, Games,
 Strategies, Graphic
 Organizers, etc for
 Middle School ELA
 teachers: Click
 Here
 2: Writers include lines of dialogue or
 events to propel the action, reveal
 aspects of character or to provoke a
 decision.
 Quick Write:
 Examine a text we have
 read. What lines of dialogue
 or actions has the author
 included to propel the
 action, reveal character or
 make a decision? How do
 these lines help the reader?
 (Aligns with RL.8.3, Parallels
 Assessment Question 2)
 Sentence Stems:
 The author wrote the
 following lines….to show….
 These lines propel the action
 by…
 These lines show character
 because…
 These lines help to show the
 character…/ is making the
 following decision…
 3: Writers use specific words in a story
 to create a certain tone or mood.
 Quick Write: Think back to
 the first moment you walked
 into English class. Write a
 paragraph describing that
 exact moment.
 Reread your paragraph.
 Circle any words that you
 purposefully chose to include
 that help to establish the
 tone or mood. Are there any
 other words you could add?
 (Aligns with RL.8.4, Parallels
 Writing Unit Assessment task)
 Theme or Central Idea
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20One.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Accordion%20Graphic%20Organizer.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/ELA-Grade08-Unit02-Transitions.pdf
 http://www.speakoz.com/english-directory/lesson-plans/essaytemplate.html
 http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lang_mid.htm
 http://www.internet4classrooms.com/lang_mid.htm
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Two.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Three.pdf
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 Standard/
 Outcome
 Teaching Points
 (Lesson Objectives) Checks for Understanding Scaffolds & Supports
 Instructional Resources
 & Tools
 4: Writers use text structures and
 literary devices to help readers
 understand meaning and style.
 Extended Response: Examine
 two texts you have read
 within this unit. How has the
 structure of each text
 contribute to the meaning
 and style? What literary
 devices did the authors use
 and why did they use them?
 (Aligns with RL.8.5, Parallels
 Assessment Question 4)
 Venn Diagram
 8th Grade Unit One
 Language and Grammar Instructional Plan
 Language Standard (s) Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five
 Week 1 L.8.1.a
 Explain the function of
 verbals (gerunds,
 participles, infinitives) in
 general and their function
 in particular sentences.
 Explicit Skill
 Instruction
 8-10 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Language
 Transparency 8
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Composition
 Handbook
 Read pgs. 206-207,
 208-209, 210-211
 Guided Practice/
 Partner Activity
 10-15 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Composition
 Handbook
 Practice Sets:
 Identifying
 Participles,
 pgs. 207-208
 Identifying
 gerunds
 and
 participles,
 pgs. 209-210
 Identifying
 Infinitives,
 pgs. 211-212
 Independent
 Practice/ Do-It-
 Now
 5 minutes
 DIN
 Homework Practice
 10-15 minutes
 Worksheet
 Review/ Small
 Group Instruction/
 Reteach
 10-15 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Language
 Workbook
 Pgs. 171-182 as
 needed
 Assessment
 10 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Language
 Workbook
 Unit Review
 Pg. 183 only
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Unit%20One%20Writing%20Lesson%20Four.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Venn%20Diagram.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Verbals%20DIN.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/8th%20Verbals%20Homework.pdf
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 Language Standard (s) Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five
 Week 2 L.8.1.b
 Form and use verbs in the
 active and passive voice.
 Explicit Skill
 Instruction
 8-10 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Composition
 Handbook
 Read pgs. 111-112
 Resource from
 Perdue Owl
 Guided Practice/
 Partner Activity
 10-15 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Composition
 Handbook
 Practice Set:
 Using Active and
 Passive Voice, pg.
 112
 Independent
 Practice/ Do-It-
 Now
 5 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Language
 Workbook
 Pg. 97 #1-7
 Homework Practice
 10-15 minutes
 Glencoe Grammar
 and Language
 Workbook
 Pg. 98 #8-28
 Review/ Small
 Group Instruction/
 Reteach
 10-15 minutes
 Resource for re-
 teaching from
 Perdue Owl
 Assessment
 10 minutes
 Quiz
 Week 3 L.8.1.c
 Form and use verbs in the
 indicative, imperative,
 interrogative, conditional,
 and subjunctive mood.
 Explicit Skill
 Instruction
 8-10 minutes
 PPT Resource from
 Tulsa Community
 College
 LearnZillion Lesson
 Guided Practice/
 Partner Activity
 10-15 minutes
 Independent
 Practice/ Do-It-
 Now
 5 minutes
 Homework Practice
 10-15 minutes
 Review/ Small
 Group Instruction/
 Reteach
 10-15 minutes
 Assessment
 10 minutes
 Week 4 L.8.1.d
 Recognize and correct
 inappropriate shifts in
 verb voice and mood.
 Explicit Skill
 Instruction
 8-10 minutes
 Resource from
 Perdue Owl
 Guided Practice/
 Partner Activity
 10-15 minutes
 Independent
 Practice/ Do-It-
 Now
 5 minutes
 Homework Practice
 10-15 minutes
 Review/ Small
 Group Instruction/
 Reteach
 10-15 minutes
 Assessment
 10 minutes
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/01/
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/owlprint/539/
 http://www.englishforeveryone.org/PDFs/Active%20-%20Passive%20Voice.pdf
 http://www.syracusecityschools.com/tfiles/folder718/Shifts%20in%20Mood.ppsx
 http://learnzillion.com/lessons?utf8=%E2%9C%93&filters%5bsubject%5d=ela&query=&filters%5bstrand%5d=&filters%5bstandard%5d=L.8.1c:+Form+and+use+verbs+in+the+indicative,+imperative,+interrogative,+conditional,+and+subjunctive+mood.&commit=Search
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/539/07/
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 Language Standard (s) Day One Day Two Day Three Day Four Day Five
 Shifts Lesson
 Resource from
 SAJC English
 Department
 Week 5 L.8.3.a
 Use verbs in the active
 and passive voice and in
 the conditional and
 subjunctive mood to
 achieve particular effects
 (e.g., emphasizing the
 actor or action;
 expressing uncertainty or
 describing a state
 contrary to fact).
 Explicit Skill
 Instruction
 8-10 minutes
 LearnZillion Lesson
 Guided Practice/
 Partner Activity
 10-15 minutes
 Independent
 Practice/ Do-It-
 Now
 5 minutes
 Homework Practice
 10-15 minutes
 Review/ Small
 Group Instruction/
 Reteach
 10-15 minutes
 Assessment
 10 minutes
 http://www.srjcwritingcenter.com/clearsentcs/shifts/shifts.html
 http://www.srjcwritingcenter.com/clearsentcs/shifts/shifts.html
 http://learnzillion.com/lessonsets/314-using-knowledge-of-language-conventions-and-its-conventions-while-writing
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