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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    I was challenged recently to recommend a list of the best books for business leaders and entrepreneurs. These were the first 15 that I thought of. Agree? Let the debate begin...
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15 Books Every BusinessLeader Should Read…
 By @JeremyWaite | Head of Social Strategy @Adobe EMEA
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I am aware that people are passionate about lists.They drive debate. They get people upset. You forget
 this one, WTF did you include that one???
 If you ask me next month, this list might look different. But for now, these are the 15* books that sprung to mind when I was recently challenged to make some
 recommendations...
 Let me know what you think @JeremyWaite
 * I would have liked to have made my list 17 instead of 15, so that I could include Simon Sinek’s “Start with Why” and Sheryl Sandberg’s “Lean In” but 17 isn’t as nice a number as 15.
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Read the best books first, or you may not have a chance to read them at all.Henry David Thoreau
 Prague Library

Page 4
						

Purple CowBy Seth Godin1
 Seth Godin
 Purple Cow
 One of the first business books I ever read and still as relevant today 10 years on.
 What makes a business remarkable? Why should anyone take notice of you (and how do you stand out?) Seth wrote this book to help you get from where you are, to where you want to be.
 Published by: Penguin 2003

Page 5
						

LovemarksBy Kevin Roberts2
 Kevin Roberts
 Lovemarks
 Why do people fall in love with brands? How do you create loyalty beyond reason?
 This very visual book explores why consumers make decisions with their hearts, before they justify them with their heads.
 Published by: PowerHouse Books 2005

Page 6
						

Good Strategy Bad StrategyBy Richard P. Rumelt3
 Richard P. Rumelt
 Good Strategy Bad Strategy
 As a strategist it constantly frustrates me when professionals can’t tell the difference between a strategy and goals or objectives.
 If you struggle with this too, this book will help. In my opinion it is the best book that has ever been written on strategy.
 Published by: Profile Books 2011
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Always read something that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.P.J. O’Rourke
 Hogwart’s

Page 8
						

Re-Imagine!By Tom Peters4
 Tom Peters
 Re-Imagine!
 Arguably the best management consultant in the world, Tom Peters wrote this book for disruptive leaders who want to think differently and drive consumer revolutions.
 “If you don’t like change, you’re going to like irrelevance even less”.
 Published by: DK Books 2003

Page 9
						

The Signal and the NoiseBy Nate Silver5
 Nate Silver
 The Signal and the Noise
 With access to more data than ever before and technology to analyze it quickly, why are we so bad at predicting the future and making smart decisions?
 This GREAT book explores why “we ask too much of technology and not enough of ourselves”.
 Published by: Penguin Press 2012

Page 10
						

What’s The Future of Business?By Brian Solis6
 @BrianSolis
 #WTF
 Social media has changed everything. This easy read (with a gorgeous layout) will show you why the future comes down to shared experiences and how business should respond.
 “In an era of #DigitalDarwinismit’s now survival of the fastest…”
 Published by: Wiley Business 2013
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Books serve to show a man that those original thoughts of his aren’t very new after all.Abraham Lincoln
 Yale Rare Book Library

Page 12
						

Steve JobsBy Walter Isaacson7
 Walter Isaacson
 Steve Jobs
 The best business biography ever written. This book is an amazing view inside the inner workings of Apple and the mind of Steve Jobs.
 It’s a revealing journey about how the worlds 2nd most valuable brand was built after being 90 days away from bankruptcy.
 Published by: Little, Brown 2011

Page 13
						

The Start-Up of YouBy Reid Hoffman8
 Reid Hoffman & Ben Casnocha
 the start-up of you
 “Entrepreneurs jump of a cliff and build the plane on the way down”.
 Reid Hoffman is the Co-founder of Linked-In, a philosopher and a VC. One of the true Silicon Valley greats, Reid inspires you to build the career (or business) that you always dreamed of.
 Published by: Crown Business 2012

Page 14
						

Seth Godin
 The Icarus Deception
 Full of great quotes, I love this book for the way that it brings out your creative side. It makes you want to build amazing things by helping you to see that deep down, we are all artists.
 “The art of moving forward is understanding what to leave behind”.
 The Icarus DeceptionBy Seth Godin9
 Published by: Penguin 2012
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I think of life as a good book. The further you get into it, the more it begins to make sense. Harold Kushner
 EonReed.com

Page 16
						

Fred Reichheld
 The Ultimate Question 2.0
 The closest to a technical business book in my list, this is the best book I’ve ever read about customer experiences. It shows you EXACTLY how to measure customer loyalty in a digital age. Fred does a great job of explaining how to future-proof businesses by avoiding non-sustainable “bad profits”.
 The Ultimate Question 2.0By Fred Reichheld 10
 Published by: Harvard Business 2011
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John C. Maxwell
 Today Matters
 John Maxwell is one of my favourite people in the world, having supported me many times. Previously a pastor before he wrote more than 60 books, this IMHO is the best time management book out there.
 Forget Covey, if you really struggle with work:life balance and finding your purpose, then you’ll love this little book.
 Today MattersBy John C. Maxwell11
 Published by: Center Street 2004

Page 18
						

@TheBrandBuilder
 Social Media ROI
 ROI is one of marketing’s most misunderstood topics, so I forever refer people to this book. It’s the best book I’ve read about marketing measurement and should be compulsory reading for EVERYONE working in digital media.
 Yes you can measure true ROI on Facebook & Twitter! This book shows you how…
 Social Media ROIBy Olivier Blanchard12
 Published by: Que 2011

Page 19
						

A book is a version of the world. If you do not like it, ignore it or offer your own version in return. Salman Rushdie
 Strahov Theological Hall

Page 20
						

Ajaz Ahmed & Stefan Olander
 Velocity
 “The best advertising isn’t advertising”.
 Written as a conversation, between the VP of Nike digital marketing and the founder of the largest digital agency in the world (AKQA), this is a very easy, and highly inspirational read.
 VelocityBy Ajaz Ahmed & Stefan Olander13
 Published by: Vermilion 2012
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ZAGBy Marty Neumeier14
 Marty Neumeier
 ZAG
 Published by: New Riders 2007
 Perfect reading material for a journey you can read this in a few hours.
 Voted one of the top 100 business books of all time, this book is aimed to help you articulate what you do, why you do it, and why anyone should care…
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Eugene H. Peterson (and a few others!)
 The Message Bible
 The Bible? Seriously? Yep. I first came across this version when Bono was talking about it on stage during U2’s Elevation Tour.
 In business we strive to connect with people on an emotional and spiritual level. We talk about tribes. We want to build communities. It’s easy to forget that this is the best book ever written on those subjects.
 The Message BibleBy Eugene H. Peterson15
 Published by: NavPress 2002
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You know you’ve read a good book when you turn the last page and feel a little as if you have lost a friend. Paul Sweeney
 British Library
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@JeremyWaite | JeremyWaite.Tumblr.com• Opinions and recommendations are those of Jeremy and not those of Adobe Systems etc. etc.• (No commercial agreements, incentives or inducements went into the creation of this list). #justsayin
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