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Research into film magazines
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Film magazine covers all depend on the genre of film they are promoting.
 Horror films –If a horror film is on the cover of the magazine then the colours used are likely to be dark and giving off a menacing feeling. The colour red is implicated into most of them as well the occasional use of a pale ‘ice’ blue.
 Action films – If an action film is on the cover then there is likely to be some sort of scene in the background behind the lead character and the colours blue and grey are commonly used.
 Rom-coms –Rom-coms are different as they’re more likely to have the actor or actress who plays the lead on the cover out of character. They use red and pink colours as well as other vibrant happy colours.

Page 3
						

ACTION These are two leading film magazines both promoting the new Sherlock Holmes movie. Both magazine covers have the actor, Robert Downey Junior, dressed in his characters costume and have a blue smoky background. The smoky background promotes mystery which fits with Sherlock’s character. They’ve used the same style of font for the movies
 name as well.
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FantasyFor the Harry Potter movies different covers are made but they all have the same theme style. They tend to use the character on the cover rather than the actor and have them looking serious as if in battle. The top to covers shown below are the same magazine promoting an early Harry Potter film and the latest one. The similarities include the character being there and him looking serious. The
 editing in the latest has been improved due to the changes in peoples taste and technology.
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Characters on the coverFilm magazines tend to follow the convention of having the lead character on the cover in full costume. By doing this
 they excite the reader and let them see what the characters look like. In some cases, like with Harry Potter, the character is a symbolic sign to the series and a magazine with the character on is more likely to attract Harry Potter fans
 than one with just the actor on the cover.
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Character VS ActorHere we have two different magazines starring the actress Megan Fox. She’s promoting different films on each
 magazine and each magazine has chosen a different way to sell her image. The empire magazine has chosen to focus more on her attractiveness and have her posing to show off ‘beauty’. The film magazine has chosen to have her in her character’s outfit and posing as the character would. Again they’ve used a costume that highlights her
 attractiveness to appeal to men as well as woman. I personally feel that the Film magazine is a better cover as it looks like it’s going tell me about the movie in question
 whereas the empire magazine looks like it’ll focus more on Megan Fox than the film.
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This is an example of a poor film magazine cover. This is a real cover for the real film Paranormal Activity
 however the cover they have made is poor quality.
 They’ve used a an out-of-convention colour scheme for a horror film and the
 image is misleading. After seeing the film I realise the
 woman is supposed to be screaming in fright however to someone who has not watched the movie it looks like this
 woman is in labour. The man’s face does not look scared and the overall
 cover does not promote their movie to the highest standard.
 I do not want my cover to look like this as I feel it is poor work for such a
 highly known magazine.
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