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!!!!
 Learn!'!Heal'!Thrive!Join%us%and%make%a%difference!%%!Service!members!tell!me!the!hardest!part!of!being!in!the!military!is!getting!out.!Our!wounded,!ill!and!injured!heroes!need!and!deserve!our!support!!
 Disabled!Sports!Eastern!Sierra!has!been!hosting!Wounded!Warrior!programs!and!events!since!2007!and!we!know!these!make!a!positive!impact!in!the!lives!of!our!Wounded!Warriors.!Now!it’s!time!for!us!to!do!more!!One!of!the!most!critical!aspects!of!reintegrating!into!society!is!finding!work!and!a!bridge!back!into!civilian!life.!That’s!where!we!come!in!!!!
 !We!have!secured!land,!valued!at!$1!million,!in!order!to!build!the!National!Wounded!Warrior!Center!in!Mammoth!Lakes,!California.!This!Center!will!
 house!up!to!200!servicemen!and!women!annually,!who!are!looking!to!‘reboot’!their!lives!and!emerge!with!a!new!hold!on!life:!they!will!gain!a!vocation!and!the!selfPconfidence!to!go!out!in!the!world!and!be!productive!individuals.!In!addition!to!education!and!job!training,!other!valuable!services,!such!as!recreational!therapy,!physical!therapy,!mental!and!emotional!counseling,!and!life!skills!guidance,!will!be!readily!available.!
 !Surrounding!the!state!of!the!art!facility!are!bike!paths,!hiking!trails,!sidewalks,!bus!routes!and!all!the!winter!and!summer!sports!found!in!the!Sierra!
 Nevada!Mountains!!It!will!be!a!safe!haven!and!a!home!for!Wounded!Warriors!in!these!healing!mountains,!in!a!town!that!loves!and!respects!them!and!among!people!who!are!grateful!for!their!service.!
 !This!is!an!enormous!project!and!requires!substantial!funding!for!the!design,!construction,!and!operation!of!the!National!Wounded!Warrior!Center.!
 Wounded!Warriors!of!any!age,!of!all!branches!of!service,!with!any!illness!or!injury,!combat!related!or!not,!will!be!eligible.!We!will!be!prepared!to!help!them!adapt!and!push!them!to!find!their!new!potential.!Conceptual!renderings!and!the!initial!plans!are!completed,!so!now!it’s!show!time!!!
 !We%need%to%raise%$23%million%so%we%can%get%the%shovels%in%the%ground!%
 !The!bottom!line!is…!I!am!asking!for!contributions!in!order!for!us!to!fulfill!our!obligations!to!the!Wounded!Warriors.!We!need!your!help.!All%
 donations%will%go%directly%to%the%construction%and%operating%costs%of%the%National%Wounded%Warrior%Center.!Thank!you!in!advance!for!making!a!difference!and!helping!us!achieve!this!goal!of!supporting!our!Wounded!Warriors!as!quickly!as!possible!!Introductions!to!donors!and!corporations!who!want!to!collaborate!with!us!are!also!greatly!appreciated!!!With!a!smile,!!!!Kathy!Copeland,!Executive!Director!
 !Make%checks%payable%to:%Disabled%Sports%Eastern%Sierra%with%NWWC%in%the%memo%line.%%%% % %%%%%%%%%%%%Federal'Tax'ID#'31/1732524%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%www.woundedwarriorsmammoth.org'
 %
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N A T I O N A L
 WOUNDEDWARRIOR
 C E N T E RD I S A B L E D S P O R T S E A S T E R N S I E R R A M
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 You can’t put a price tag on an opportunity to come to a place as soothing as Mammoth for these Wounded Warriors – to feel like they’re not alone, that they’re not forgotten. It’s one thing for the
 government to do it, but it’s when private citizens and communities are doing it for the love of their fellow man that really touches the soldiers. It’s a chance to fundamentally save or change a
 person for the rest of their life.
 -- Larry D. Nicholson, Commanding General, 1st Marine Division
 MISSION: LEARN HEAL THRIVE The National Wounded Warrior Center empowers wounded, ill and injured servicemen and women by facilitating their
 transition into fulfilling civilian lives through education, vocational training, rehabilitation, health and wellness.
 .
 .
 .
 I have been up to Mammoth and watched Kathy Copeland and her incredible team firsthand. The
 work they do for our wounded, ill and injured Marines is amazing, and gives recovering Marines
 and sailors self-esteem and self-confidence like few things I have seen.
 -- Col. Willard A. Buhl, USMC
 I felt some peace of mind here within myself, which I haven't had in more than
 five years since returning from Iraq.
 -- Jordan, 2013 Operation Mountain Freedom participant
 “
 “
 “
 ”
 ”
 ”
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%%
 !!
 PATRON’S!PAGE!Be!a!dedicated!patron!of!the!NWWC’s!ongoing!mission!!
 Reserve!YOUR!Sponsorship!Opportunity!TODAY!!!
 !Building!Naming!Rights!$10!million!
 Individual!Bedrooms!(26)!$250,000!each!
 Family!Suites!(3)!$400,000!each!
 Kitchen!$500,000!
 Dining!Room!$500,000!
 Billiard!Room!$300,000!
 Main!Entry!$300,000!
 Great!Room!$300,000!
 Patio!$300,000!
 Gazebo!$300,000!
 Conference!Room!$350,000!
 Exercise!Room!$500,000!
 Parking!Spaces!(55)!$35,000!each!
 !
 !Additional!Sponsorships!available!for!Bricks,!Landscaping,!Flag!Plaza!and!MORE!!Call!760.934.0791.!!
 !!
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! !! ! ! ! ! !!!!!!! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
 NAMING!RIGHTS!! ! ! ! ! ! ! Be!a!dedicated!patron!of!the!NWWC’s!ongoing!mission!!
 Leave!YOUR!Legacy!TODAY!!
 !!!
 !!!!!!!!!
 !!
 Investing!in!the!future!of!our!Servicemen!&!Women!For!more!information,!call!760.934.0791.!
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Page 1 of 2
 !!!!!!!!August!4,!2014!!!To!Whom!It!May!Concern:!!Cerro!Coso!Community!College!is!thrilled!to!be!a!collaborator!with!the!future!National!Wounded!Warrior!Center!in!Mammoth!Lakes,!California.!The!NWWC,!to!be!built!by!Disabled!Sports!Eastern!Sierra!(DSES),!will!be!adjacent!to!the!fullyLaccessible!Eastern!Sierra!College!Center!(ESCC),!enabling!Wounded!Warriors!to!take!classes,!earn!certificates,!and!benefit!from!career!counseling!already!offered!on!campus.!!!Our!Access!Programs!and!Services!offer!students!equity!and!excellence!in!education,!maximizing!each!student's!educational!potential!while!helping!him!or!her!develop!and!maintain!independence.!Our!philosophy!is!one!that!encourages!selfLawareness,!selfLdetermination,!selfLadvocacy!and!independence!in!a!comprehensively!accessible!environment.!!The!Career!Planning!and!Placement!Services!will!also!be!available!to!the!Wounded!Warriors!to!assist!individuals!in!making!career!decisions.!These!services!include!computerized!career!information!and!search!programs,!a!career!information!library,!occupational!interest!inventories,!individual!counseling!and!classes!in!career!planning.!Job!placement!and!advisory!services!are!provided!to!students,!graduates!and!former!students!for!offLcampus!partLtime,!fullLtime,!temporary,!permanent!or!summer!employment!opportunities.!Materials!relating!to!job!seeking!skills,!interview!and!resume!writing!techniques,!and!current!employment!opportunities!are!also!available.!!!State!wide,!the!community!college!system!is!prioritizing!an!educational!environment!and!system!that!helps!students!gain!skills!and!accreditation!in!order!to!achieve!degree!or!transfer!completion!with!the!aim!of!helping!students!succeed!in!entering!the!work!force.!
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Page 2 of 2
 All!degrees,!courses,!and!certificates!will!be!available!to!the!Wounded!Warriors!at!the!NWWC!including!POST!Peace!Officer!Academy,!Kinesiology,!Clinical!Medical!Assistant!Certificate,!Emergency!Medical!Technician!and!Home!Health!Aide!Certificate,!a!threeLweek!clinical!course!to!become!a!home!health!aide.!Several!twoLyear!Associate!of!Arts!(AA)!or!Associate!of!Science!(AS)!degrees!are!also!available.!Further,!we!offer!a!full!range!of!courses!to!meet!transfer!requirements!to!the!University!of!California,!California!State!University!and!other!colleges.!!These!courses!are!intended!to!guide!Cerro!Coso!students!toward!fourLyear!universities,!jobs,!and!careers!!Moving!forward,!Cerro!Coso!will!collaborate!with!DSES!in!their!Wounded!Warrior!events,!providing!access!to!educational!and!career!advising!to!all!participants.!We!will!provide!information!about!the!GI!Bill,!ESCCLMammoth!program!offerings!to!be!provided!as!a!regular!part!of!Disabled!Sports!information!for!clients,!presentations!by!ESCC!faculty!and!staff!at!events!and!access!to!educational!counselors!and!student!services!advisors."!Cerro!Coso!believes!the!NWWC!is!essential!as!our!returning!heroes!heal!and!transition!into!civilian!life.!We!are!looking!forward!to!this!worthy!population!of!Wounded!Warriors!to!be!on!our!campus!and!we!can’t!wait!to!welcome!them!with!open!arms!into!our!community!!!!Regards,!
 !Deanna!I.!Campbell!Director,!Eastern!Sierra!College!Center!Cerro!Coso!Community!College!!!! !!
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Elevate Your Health
 2013 Press Ganey Beacon if Excellence Award Winner November 7, 2014 Kathy Copeland, Executive Director Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 Dear Kathy, This letter is sent on behalf of the Mammoth Hospital Orthopedics and Rehabilitation departments. The physicians, therapists, administrative and support staff are excited and fully support the project to build a National Wounded Warriors Center. As professionals who see patients with these types of injuries, we understand the importance of a place to heal physically, mentally, and emotionally and reintegrate into civilian life. Our mountain environment and small community with a college and hospital provide the perfect infrastructure for the Center. Our physician and rehabilitation staff would like to support our Wounded Warriors in any way we can. We look forward to further discussion and progression of the Center’s plans. This type of program can make a big difference in an individual’s life and this is a great way to give back for the huge sacrifice these men and women have made for us. We would be proud to be a part of making this happen and congratulate you on your vision and dedication to this great cause. Sincerely, Karilyn Myers, MA, PT, OCS Manager of Orthopedics and Rehabilitation Mammoth Hospital
 P.O. Box 660 | 85 Sierra Park Road | Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 | Fax 760.924.4104 www.mammothhospital.com
 METICULOUS CARE * MEMORABLE PEOPLE * MAJESTIC LOCATION
 http://www.mammothhospital.com/
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Elevate Your Health 2013 Press Ganey Beacon of Excellence Award Winner
 November 7, 2014 Kathy Copeland, Executive Director Disabled Sports Eastern Sierra Dear Kathy, This letter is sent on behalf of the Southern Mono Healthcare District dba Mammoth Hospital to wholeheartedly support your efforts to build and operate the National Wounded Warriors Center on the secured Mammoth Lakes Foundation property contiguous with the Mammoth Campus of Cerro Coso Community College. As you are aware, Mammoth Hospital has a proud 35 year history of providing quality healthcare services to the residents and visitors of the Eastern Sierra. Our mission is to promote the well-being and improve the health of our residents and guests. We pride ourselves on delivering “Meticulous care by Memorable people in our Majestic location”. We appreciate the value of our beautiful mountain setting that sets a stage for healthy lifestyles and long-term healing. Our Wounded Warriors have sacrificed greatly for the preservation of our freedom and we would be honored to support their goals of re-integration into mainstream society facilitated by the unique whole-person and whole-family rehabilitation programs that will be offered through the National Wounded Warriors Center. Many of our young soldiers have not yet had the benefit of higher education. Your plan to comingle educational opportunities with physical, behavioral and social rehabilitation through academic classwork and vocational training offerings provides a holistic approach to their full recovery of meaningful purpose and fulfilling lives. The significant resources of our medical staff, hospital staff, facilities, and technology can augment your efforts and are at your disposal. We would be proud to participate in your efforts to support and assist our veterans in any way needed. Very truly yours, Gary Myers, MA, PT, OCS Chief Executive Officer Southern Mono Healthcare District
 P.O. Box 660 | 85 Sierra Park Road | Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 | Fax 760.924.4104 www.mammothhospital.com
 http://www.mammothhospital.com/
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!
 !
 !!!
 !!
 !
 National!Wounded!Warrior!Center!Construction!Costs!and!Summarized!Annual!Budget!Prepared!by!Disabled!Sports!Eastern!Sierra!!
 !Construction! ! Unit! Cost/unit!
 !Building!Expenses!
 Parking!Garage,!Subterranean! 27,500! SF! $115! $3,162,500!Apartments,!Wood!Framed! 17,475! SF! $250! $4,368,750!Lobby!&!Public!Areas,!Steel!&!Wood! 8014! SF! ! $2,804,900!Kitchen! 850! SF! $350! $425,000!Elevator,!Hydraulic!3LStop! 1! EA! $500! $150,000!Exterior!Patio,!Pavers! 2850! LUMP!SUM! $25! $71,250!Sitework!&!Utilities! 1! LUMP!SUM! $1,500,000! $1,500,000!10%!Contingency! ! ! ! $1,248,240!General!Contractor!GC!&!Fee!(15%)! ! ! ! $2,059,596!Furniture,!Fixtures,!&!Equipment!(1.8%)! ! ! ! $225,000!Architectural/Engineering!Fees!(8%)! ! ! ! $1,098,451!Permits!(5%)! ! ! ! $629,468!Construction!Mgt!(1.5%)!!
 ! ! ! $240,229!
 Total!CapEx!Construction!Budget! 53,839! ! $334.02/sqft! $17,983,384!
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!
 !
 !!Annual!Revenue!!
 ! ! ! !
 Contributions! ! ! ! $8,000!Government! ! ! ! $25,000!Grants! ! ! ! $35,000!Contingency!Fund! ! ! ! $50,000!Room!Rates! ! ! ! $50,000!Total!Annual!Revenue!!
 ! ! ! $168,000!
 !Total!National!Wounded!Warrior!Center!Budget!!
 $23,058,385!!
 !!
 20!Year!Operating!Contingency! ! ! !!
 $5,000,000!
 Annual!Expenses!!
 ! ! ! !
 Staff!costs! ! ! ! $180,800!Operating!Costs! ! ! ! $53,401!Utilities! ! ! ! $8,800!Total!Annual!Expenses!!
 ! ! ! $243,001!

Page 12
						
						

!! !!1. Who!is!behind!the!NWWC?!Disabled)Sports)Eastern)Sierra)(DSES))is)a)501(c)3)non8profit)with)11)years)of)experience)in)Mammoth)Lakes,)California.)DSES)
 provides)adaptive)sports)instruction)to)people)of)any)age)and)any)disability.)We)currently)host)numerous)nationally)recognized)events)for)Wounded)Warriors)each)year.)The)positive)impact)of)these)programs,)as)seen)through)countless)success)stories,)is)the)motivation)and)inspiration)behind)the)National)Wounded)Warrior)Center.!
 )!2. Is!the!NWWC!affiliated!with!the!Wounded!Warrior!Project?!DSES)has)worked)with)the)Wounded)Warrior)Project)in)past)programs)and)hopes)to)do)so)in)the)
 future;)however)we)are)not)currently)affiliated)with)them.)Wounded)Warriors)is)a)generic)term)meaning)all)wounded,)ill)or)injured)servicemen)or)women.)Unlike)many)organizations,)the)program)at)the)NWWC)is)an)all8inclusive)program)that)accommodates)active)duty)and)veteran)Wounded)Warriors)…any)age,)from)any)branch)of)service,)with)any)illness)or)injury,)combat8related)or)not.)Caretakers)and)family)members)are)also)eligible)to)stay)at)the)NWWC.)
 )3. What!makes!the!NWWC!unique?!The)NWWC)is)unlike)any)other)facility)out)there)because)of)the)educational)component.)The)proposed)facility,)located)
 adjacent)to)the)fully)accessible)Cerro)Coso)Community)College)in)Mammoth)Lakes,)makes)it)easy)for)Wounded)Warriors)to)obtain)degrees,)certificates)and)internships)in)order)to)learn)marketable)skills)and)hit)the)job)market.)NWWC)is)also)located)in)a)fabulous)year8round)destination)at)the)base)of)California’s)premiere)ski)resort,)Mammoth)Mountain!)DSES)has)a)glowing)reputation)of)changing)lives)through)recreational)therapy)by)building)self8confidence,)independence)and)will)now)open)doors)to)career)opportunities)for)Wounded)Warriors.)Mammoth)is)a)unique)location)for)the)National)Wounded)Warrior)Center)not)only)because)of)its)proximity)to)the)college)but)also)because)of)the)surrounding)healing)mountains)and)the)best)‘playground’)ever!)
 )4. What’s!the!projected!timeline!for!the!NWWC?!It)is)our)goal)to)break)ground)on)the)NWWC)in)the)spring)of)2016,)but)this)is)contingent)on)funding!)We)have)
 secured)the)land,)the)Town)of)Mammoth)Lakes)has)approved)the)zoning)and)an)architect)has)drawn)up)the)conceptual)design)of)the)facility.)Our)shovels)are)ready!)Sooner)is)better)as)the)need)is)NOW)because)more)US)soldiers)have)died)by)taking)their)own)lives)than)on)the)battlefield!!
 !5. How!will!the!money!be!used?!!The!$23)million)will)cover)design,)permits)and)building)the)facility.)The)building)is)27,500)square)feet)plus)another)27,500)
 square)feet)of)underground)parking.)We)are)projecting)going)as)green)as)possible)with)ground8source)heating)and)photovoltaic)electricity)to)minimize)operating)costs.)The)budget)also)includes)a)208year)“allowance”)to)cover)all)expenses)including)staff)salaries)and)maintenance)costs.)This)will)allow)us)to)put)our)energy)into)the)Wounded)Warriors)rather)than)on8going)fundraising!!
 )6. How!will!my!donation!be!protected!until!the!building!begins?!All)donations)to)the)NWWC)are)held)in)a)designated,)secure)savings)account.)We)will)work)
 with)our)financial)advisors)to)maximize)your)investment.!)7. How!many!people!will!it!house?!The)facility)has)32)bedrooms)that)can)accommodate)families,)couples,)care8providers)and)individuals!)People)will)stay)
 anywhere)from)one)night)to)two)year)…)with)the)majority)spending)two)to)three)months.)We)will)recruit)continuously)to)have)a)waiting)list)from)which)to)pull.)We)project)up)to)200)Wounded)Warriors)will)rotate)through)the)facility)each)year!)))
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!!!!John Kael Weston U.S. News 02.17.14
 Homefront Veterans: Skiing With Wounded Warriors On the California slopes of Mammoth Mountain a group of locals have created something remarkable: a weekend of skiing and snow sports for wounded veterans and their families. John Kael Weston was there.
 As our troops return home from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan they are thanked for their service in airports, at bars, within restaurants, and at the White House. After these well-meaning moments they are left alone to hibernate with their own devastation. Our storylines about them have become clichés. Vets: Unhealed. Isolated. Unbalanced. Dangerous. Suicidal.
 It seems only our heroic SEALs and other Special Operations Forces have barely escaped such easy labeling. But then the stories of war heroes sell, especially the near-mythic ones who always seem to get the bad guys. What really happened “over there” is a lot more complicated than all of that.
 Coming home represents an enduring challenge for veterans, but dysfunction and tragedy are not their only fate. Granted, the Super Bowl “surprise” homecoming ad from Anheuser Busch’s Budweiser beer, featuring a golly-gee Army lieutenant, does not reflect the experience of very many veterans I know. If only.
 I recently participated in a different kind of “welcome home” event for troops. A ski and snowboard week held in the jagged Sierra Nevada mountain range. Marine Staff Sergeant Dean Sanchez, in charge of USMC Wounded Warriors living in the Rocky Mountain region, joined me from Denver. We covered hundreds of miles in half-a-day, reaching California’s highest peaks after passing near Las Vegas, Area 51, and a number of “bunny ranches” along the desolate route. The grayish yellow desert terrain reminded us of districts in northern Helmand province, but without the Taliban, purple poppy fields, and roadside bombs.
 Earlier that morning, resort employees “saluted” the veterans with their ski poles held aloft, forming a 30-meter long inverted “V” archway—reminiscent of crossed Marine swords—for them and their service dogs.
 The roughly 50 people we joined for the week did not comprise the usual outdoor recreation enthusiasts at Mammoth Mountain Ski Area. Marines on skis and snowboards, several with leashed canine companions at their sides. This late-January group, a majority out of Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, had served in America’s two longest wars, and almost all were wounded in either Iraq or Afghanistan. Doctors categorized their Purple Heart status in clinical terms: L leg limb salvage; TBI (traumatic brain injury) balance issues; L leg gunshot wound; paralysis of left shoulder; shrapnel wounds; PTS/Anxiety; cerebral inflammatory disorder; bullet in lung; C1 fracture.
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From left, Corporal Jorge Salazar getting ready to hit the slopes; Ski pole "salute" by Mammoth employees for Lance and his dog, Augie. (John Kael Weston)
 Below is the unscripted story of two Wounded Warrior Marines I met in California. It is also the story of an American ski town, home to one dynamo-of-a-lady and her volunteer squad, all making a difference in the lives of numerous Iraq and Afghanistan veterans. Mammoth locals did not wait to be asked by a president or a Veterans Affairs Administration official to act. Rather, they knew they could do something to help and then did.
 It seems the farther West one gets from Washington, D.C., not only do the geographic vistas improve, but so too does the can-do attitude among citizens. Those who show they care about our returning military service members and, in this case, happen to be fortunate enough to live in a stunning 9,000-foot setting.
 Jorge and His Mom
 California native Corporal Jorge Elizio Salazar lost both legs in Kajaki, Afghanistan in August 2012, when a buried bomb detonated beneath him. “I remember everything,” said the father of two. “I’ve never been on snow before. This is the best kind of therapy, not like a vacation.” A member of the Marine Corps’ Wounded Warrior Olympics Team, he swims the 50-meter free, 100-meter free, and 50-meter back. He plays on the volleyball and basketball teams, and just started surfing.
 What amazed Jorge most about the ski week in Mammoth? “How quickly the organizers turned the idea into action and all the planning behind it. The town and resort are amazing.” He said he learned from his mother “who herself has been through a lot” how to stay positive despite any unexpected challenges.
 Leroy and His Dog
 Sergeant Leroy Johnston, a Houston native, served five deployments, three in Iraq and two in Afghanistan. A sniper shot him in the upper left arm, at sunrise, just outside Fallujah. His service dog named Apache, an Australian cattle dog, always stays close and “loves the snow.” What makes the Mammoth event so special, he said, is “how they invite our
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families too.” Wives and partners need such activities as well, Leroy added. “Getting on the mountain like this helps us and helps our home life.” Texas natives, the week marked the first time skiing for him and his wife.
 Leroy said people should know that for many wounded veterans after war, “No matter the limits we can live a full life.”
 Kathy and the Mammoth Team
 Kathy Copeland, an energetic Vermont native, arrived in Mammoth in the early 1970s and never left. A whirl of activity on and off the slopes, Kathy heads the local chapter of Disabled Sports, Eastern Sierra region. With several colleagues and a town full of volunteers, they have built the Wounded Warrior skiing event into an annual celebration of alpine therapy—and fun. Orange parka-clad instructors escorted Marines up and down the mountainside. One New Zealand-born senior mountain guide remarked during a conversation with me on a ski lift, “I’ve helped train Olympian Tommy Moe. What I see with these veterans is the same kind of determination. It’s in their eyes and attitude.”
 At a luncheon with Vietnam and Korean War veterans and others from the community, the CEO of Mammoth Resort, Rusty Gregory, noted how the scrappy ski town defined boom-and-bust resiliency. As he spoke, a blizzard—the first time since early December—funneled big flakes outside massive lodge windows. The Great Snow Gods, finally, rewarding us all. He reminded everyone of the only-in-America bootstraps-to-ski straps story of Mammoth’s founder, Dave McCoy. He is 98 years old and still lives with his 92-year-old wife, Roma, in a scenic big valley not far away. All the week’s participants, Gregory added, could ski free for the rest of their lives. First Marine Division Commanding General Larry Nicholson and Wounded Warrior Regimental Commander Willy Buhl (not bad skiers themselves) commented about the quiet strength and bravery they see among veterans back home.
 Earlier that morning, resort employees “saluted” the veterans with their ski poles held aloft, forming a 30-meter long inverted “V” archway—reminiscent of crossed Marine swords—for them and their service dogs. Author Dean Koontz and the family of Peanuts creator Charles M. Schulz generously fund a program called “Canine Companions for Independence” (www.cci.org). It provides free-of-charge specially trained dogs. An ever-serene black lab named Augie, for example, demonstrated his skills in picking up a dropped iPhone for his wheelchair-bound companion, Lance.
 Mammoth’s “Operation Mountain Freedom” marked its eighth year in 2014, and is set to grow even bigger next year. Kathy Copeland and the town will soon launch a fundraising effort to build a National Wounded Warrior Center for veterans and their families adjacent to Cerro Coso Community College. Once completed, it will be open year-round and a much-needed home base for further educational opportunities and more tailored programs. In June, another group of Wounded Warriors will be hiking, climbing, and cycling the Sierras. Thanked for their service—and pushing on, resilient.
 *
 Leaving Mammoth Dean and I drove to San Diego. There we met with a Marine drill instructor at the Marine Corp Recruiting Depot (MCRD), i.e., boot camp for all would-be Marines west of the Mississippi River. The almost century-old facility and grounds have been designated a national historic site. Recruits train amid the Spanish Colonial Revival-style structures colored golden in America’s first-among-equals Golden State.
 It was graduation on an unusually gray day for Company F when we arrived. Hundreds of friends and family members gathered at the ceremony to cheer on the newest members of the “The Few, The Proud” and always loyal tribe. Near an internal road named Iwo Jima, dozens of bags with a camouflage pattern crowded the pavement, perfectly aligned, end-to-end, as if part of a G.I. Joe Lego set. Marines made their way to the ones marked with their names. Once bags were slung across shoulders, they departed to enjoy a short leave period before reporting back to duty.
 These enlisted grunts will be deployed at sea on ships, or assigned guard duty at U.S. Embassies, but they will not fighting in Fallujah’s streets or maneuvering across bomb-laden poppy fields in Afghanistan.
 It’s about time. They were in kindergarten on September 11, 2001.
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