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GENDER CONSTANCY
 THEORY

Page 2
						

Sex or Gender?
 ◦SEX: “Biological Differences between Male & Female”
 ◦-chiefly determined by Genetics and Hormones
 ◦GENDER: “Culturally constructed distinctions between Masculinity & Femininity”

Page 3
						


Page 4
						

Nature vs. NurtureNature
 Nurture
 Sex differences result from innate differences between
 female and male (genes, chromosomes, hormones).
 Gender differences result from the different
 experiences that females and males have as they develop (learning from family, peers, society)

Page 5
						

Gender Recap◦Who is this?◦What were his 3 stages of Gender development? (ISC)◦At what age should a child be able to identify themselves as either a boy or a girl?◦How can you test Gender Stability?◦Which child psychologist’s ideas run alongside Kohlberg’s theory?◦What was the name of the stage in which Piaget believed children achieve ‘conservation’ and are no longer fooled by appearance?◦How was this tested?

Page 6
						

Stage Age (y) Description
 1. Gender Identity 2-3.5 Child recognises he/she is a boy/girl
 2. Gender Stability
 3.5-5 Awareness that gender is fixed for life
 3. Gender Constancy
 5-7 Gender is constant despite changes in appearance

Page 7
						

A child's understanding of gender is
 determined by their cognitive capabilities
 Kohlberg was a cognitive psychologistWhat determines children's
 understanding of gender???????

Page 8
						

For example…….Young children cannot understand that
 certain things will remain the same despite change of appearance (can not conserve) .
 Piaget proposed that children's inability to conserve is due to weakness in the way children think (don’t have the cognitive capability)

Page 9
						

So Kohlberg argued that changes in gender thinking come about because of the natural stages of a child’s
 cognitive development.
 Once a child learns to conserve (7 years), they can move forward with their understanding of gender

Page 10
						

Piaget’s stages of Child Development

Page 11
						

Gender: Cognitive DevelopmentTo Start: The Cognitive Approach
 Schema
 Mental Processes
 Perception
 Thinking
 Thought Patterns
 The cognitive approach to gender considers the development of our thought patterns and cognitions.
 A child’s perception of gender behaviour (including their own gender) is crucial for their acquisition of gender.
 There are a series of developmental steps or stages that a child goes through before their perception of gender is fully developed.

Page 12
						

Task: The Ken Doll Experiment
 With the person next to you, discuss how a child at each of the following ages would answer the question ‘Is this a boy doll or a girl doll?’ for each phase of the experiment.
 1) 2 years old
 2) 4 years old
 3) 6 years old
 Phase A
 Phase B
 Phase C

Page 13
						

Phase 1:
 Children are presented with a male Ken doll.
 They are asked: ‘Is this a boy doll or a girl doll?’

Page 14
						

Phase 2:
 Children watch the experimenter put a skirt on the doll
 They are asked: ‘Is this a boy doll or a girl doll?’

Page 15
						

Phase 3:
 Ken now has long hair and a skirt.
 They are asked: ‘Is this a boy doll or a girl doll?’

Page 16
						


Page 17
						

AO2
 ◦The Ken Doll Experiment demonstrates Gender Instability in 3 – 4 year olds
 ◦Demonstrates Gender Constancy in 6 year olds.
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