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It is always good to make sure that you have done the proper preparation before you do your affiliate marketing business. The simplest and the fastest way that you can do is to have a checklist so that you will make sure that you have check out all the other steps. Below will be the “affiliate profits” 15 checklist:
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Check #1: How Targeted The Product Is
 Affiliate product must be targeted to your overall market. This is important as the affiliate products that you will be promoting must have some relations to the niche that you want to choose. For example you will definitely want to promote golf products to your list of customers who are interested in golf.
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Check #2: Conversion’s of Merchant’s Site
 Will you be convinced to buy the products? This is the most important aspect of the affiliate marketing business as you will want the traffics that you bring to the merchant’s site be converted into sales. One of the simplest method that you can use is to read the whole sales letter by yourself and observe whether you are convinced to buy the products or not.
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Check #3: Commissions and Incentives
 How much and how deep you’ll earn. Any extra incentives? This will make sure that you will know how much percentage you will get for every sales that you make. Will you be able to make further commissions if the customers buy a second product from the merchant? Some of the affiliate will offer additional incentives to you if you manage to get the top sales for that particular month. Most of these incentives that will be given is extra cash.
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Check #4: Payout Limit and Schedule When you will paid and at what minimum level. If you check out on this point,
 you will be able to know how the merchant will be going to pay you. Will it be through paypal, cheque or through direct bank transfer? The 2nd thing that you will know is that on what schedule they will send you the money. Will be twice per month or they will transfer the money straight away. You will be able to choose the affiliate programs that will suits you the best.
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Check #5: Merchant’s Term Of Service
 Take note of fine print. This is the step that most people will not do as they are lazy to go and read. It is important that you go and read at least once to make sure that the term of service is fair to you and you do not get affected by dishonest merchants.
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Check #6: Merchant’s Contact And Support
 How responsive the merchant is to you and your customer. You will want to make sure that the merchant is responsive and it is giving good customer support. Do not forget that you are the one that refers the customer to this merchant, if the merchant do not give good supports, it will also reflects badly on you. Credibility is very important in a affiliate marketing business.
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Check #7: Short-Term Vs Long-Term
 Relationship building, negotiations and joint venture. You will have to decide what kind of business that you will want to have. If you want to have a long term business, then the 3 skills of relationship building, negotiations and joint venture will be very important things that you will have to master. When you think and plan in terms of long term business, you will take your initiative to learn the core skills.
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Check #8: Quality Of Affiliate Products Have you perform any quality analysis? This is the important step that you must
 always constantly do. Customers will buy from you because they have the trust in you. If you decided to just promote any kind of products as your main goal is earning money and not customer satisfaction, you will soon find out that your business will not be long term. Set a standard for yourself so that you will only accept products that is of certain standards.
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Check #9: Affiliate Competitiveness
 Are other affiliates promoting the program? It will be important for you to check whether are there a lot of other affiliates who also promote the program. If there are too many people promoting the program and it appears all around the website. It will not be worth while for you to promote for this program. But if you have strong marketing skills and you have the confidence that you will be able to get results, you can disregard this point.
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Check #10: Merchant’s Competitiveness
 Merchant’s own promotion and product competitiveness. You will want to know the merchant himself is aggressively promoting his own products or not. You will also want to know how competitive to promote this particular affiliate promotes.
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Check #11: Affiliates Material And Tools
 Availability of affiliate marketing weapons you can use. This will really saves you a lot of time and money if the merchant provides you with the newsletter, banner, graphics etc. If you do not have a list yet, you will be able to use all the resources to build a list first. But if you do have your own responsive list, you will be able to just cut and copy the newsletter and add in your own twist and just send it to your list. It will be better to be a affiliate for a program that will provide you with the tools to promote their product.
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Check #12: Affiliate Cookie Setting
 How long will your affiliate cookie last? This will be important as it will decide whether the commissions will go to you or not. For example did not want to buy the first time he goes to the website but he decided to buy on the 2nd time, you will still get paid unless he delete his cookie. Some of the affiliate programs will only allow cookie to last for a few day compared to some that will make the cookie last much longer.
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Check #13: Merchant’s Payment Processing
 Is the Merchant stealing your commissions? This is a vital step which if you did not check properly and you put all your effort in promoting their products, you might lost a lot of money in commissions to the merchant. The key here is to go and check their websites sales letter and make sure that they only use one payment processor. For example if you are a clickbank affiliates and the merchant that you are affiliates to put 2 different kind of payment processor. Your commissions will get stole if the customer brought you pay be paypal instead of using clickbank.
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Check #14: Merchant’s Website “Stickiness”
 Presence of external links will disrupt the sales process. You will want to make sure that there will be no other external links except the link to the order page on your merchant’s website. If your merchant put too many links in his website, the customer that you refer might end up clicking on some other links and end up on another websites. You will want the customer to stay on to your affiliate links.
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Check #15: Affiliate’s Sales Notification
 Will you receive “You’ve make a sales” email? This will be very convenient for you to know whether you have made a sale or not through your email. You will not have to log on to your main account for 24 hours to see whether is there any sales coming in or not. You will just have to surf your email at the end of the day and you will know how many sales you will be making.
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This will be the whole list of checklist that you can use as a reference list before you even start your affiliate marketing. I hope that this will be of values to you and wish you all the best in your affiliate marketing business.
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And now I would like to offer you Free "7 Days to Affiliate Marketing" course when you subscribe to my newsletter on Affiliate Marketing. You can get your instant access at http://www.MyAffiliateMarketingOnline.com
 From Zack Lim - The Up And Coming Affiliate Marketer who provide valuable affiliate marketing information at http://www.MyAffiliateMarketingOnline.com
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