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B4Departure 10 UltraLounge in Shanghai

Blacks Split with ObamaOver Education Reform

Continued on A5

By Zenitha PrinceAFRO Staf Writer

When will the checks

arrive?

Thats the question towhich John Boyd, president

of the National Black

Farmers Association, hasbeen seeking an answer for

more than a decade. But with

a Senate vote slated to takeplace this week, the Virginia-

based farmer said he hopes

the government will nally

pay its debt.

This is taking too long;farmers are frustrated,

he told theAFRO one

day before the vote. Wehave a judgment against

the government and we

cant seem to collect. Weneed to talk to someone in

accounts payable because the

government has defaulted onits bill.

With Congress set to gointo a seven-week recess,

Boyd has been lobbying for

lawmakers to approve thepayment of a $1.25 billion

settlement in a class action

lawsuit led on behalf of

80,000 Black farmers who

have been victims of loan

discriminations.Boyd made his case to

Senate Majority Leader

Harry Reid in a meeting onCapitol Hill last week. Reid

promised to put the matter up

for unanimous consentameans of expediting

legislation by means of a

straight up or down voteonAug. 2 but it was postponed

to Aug. 4.The progress of the

lawsuit against the U.S.

Department of Agriculture,

known as Pigford v. Vilsack,

through the Congress hasbeen rocky at best. Attached

to a number of bills, such

as the war funding bill, taxextenders and FEMA disaster

assistance bill, the settlement

funding has been approvedby the House in two separate

bills. In the Senate, however,it has been stymied by

Republicans bent on cutting

John W. Boyd Jr., center, a armer rom Baskerville, Va.,

and ounder o the National Black Farmers Association,

is shown in this le photo rom Feb. 15. Boyd met with

Sen. Harry Reid on July 28 to see i he could impactmovement by
the Senate to und the settlement and

nally help the Black armers who continue to suer.

By Rev. Dorothy BoulwareSpecial to the AFRO

Baltimore County Council

of Maryland is divided into

seven districts of roughly108,000 residents each. The

Fourth District was created

eight years ago as a majorityminority district after the
2000

Census count. It includes the

Liberty Road communities Woodlawn, Lochearn,

Milford Mill, Windsor Mill,Randallstown, Granite,

Woodstock, Reisterstown

and the New Town andPainters Mill areas of Owings

Mills.

Kenneth Oliver made

history in 2002 when hebecame the rst African

American to be elected toCouncil. Now nishing

his second term as therepresentative of the

Fourth District, Oliver is

quick to rattle off thoseaccomplishments that make

him proud of the work hes

done:*The only regional park

in the county with indoor ice

skating, soccer;*Senior housing in

Woodlawn;*Additions to Cedar Mill;

*Police substations in

Randallstown;

*Opening of the brand new

Windsor Mill;*And the largest

community center in the

county.He also volunteers that his

detractors discount this list,

which is just a sampling of theone on his Web site. They

say I havent done anything.

I dont know what theyrelooking at when they say that,

the councilman said.If you look at the [4th]

district, over the last 30 years

nothing was done, until the lasteight years. ...

I initiated discussions

with the Liberty Road

Business Association about anapartment complex and were

working on developing threevacant automobile dealerships

into mixed use developments

or ofce complexes.

But this work has not

exempted him from achallenger in this election.

Some [people] dont know,

some dont know about mypersonal involvement and

many just dont read, he

said. I cant understand whythere would be an effort to

Entertainer Wyclef Jean has wept and advocated for hisembattled
homeland, Haiti, throughout his near 20-year

career. Now, hes poised to take the premier leadership role

as president a massive undertaking for any political factionand
especially colossal for Jean, 37, who has no background in

politics.

In an interview with Times.com, the former Fugees starsaid the
January earthquake in Haiti prompted his decision. If

not for the earthquake, I probably would have waited another

10 years before doing this, the Haitian-born superstar
saidTuesday night. The quake drove home to me that Haiti cant

wait another 10 years for us to bring it into the 21st
century.

The Yele Haiti founder continued, If I cant take ve years

out to serve my country as president, then everything Ive
beensinging about, like equal rights, doesnt mean anything.

Jean, left, is seen here being interviewed on the Varney
&

Company program on the Fox Business Network, July 23.

Courtesy photo

Attorney Leronia Josey is

committed to re- energizingBaltimore Countys Fourth

councilmanic district.

Baltimore County Council 4th District

Who will be the Voice for theBlack District in the County?

AFRO fle photo

Kenneth Oliver acesstrong opposition or his

historic county seat.

Black Farmers

Government a Delinquent DebtorDelayed Again

Wyclef Jean EyesHaitian Presidency

AP Photo/Richard Drew

Continued on A5

Continued on A5

APPhoto/J.

Scott

Applewhite

Mds Joe Charles WorksTowards NFL

By AFRO Sta

Omar Thornton shot and killed eightpeople, before committing
suicide at his

workplace in Manchester, Conn., Tuesday

morning after reportedly facing disciplinaryaction for stealing
beer. Chris Roos, a

representative for Teamsters Local 1035said in a statement that
the 34-year-old truckdriver at Hartford Distributors met with

company and union ofcials on the morning

of the shooting to discuss his continuedemployment at the
facility.

It is our understanding that it was atthis time Thornton
allegedly shot and killed

Bryan Cirigliano [local union president],

a company representative and six of ourmembers at the facility,
said Roos.

Union ofcials deny reports that

Thornton believed he was subjected to racialdiscrimination.

We take the representations of ourmembers very seriously, Roos
said. During

the time that Thornton was represented by

Local 1035, he reported no concerns aboutracial discrimination
to the union.

Steve Hollander, vice president of thecompany, who was injured
in the gunre told

TheAssociated Press that Thornton was cool

and calm before the killing spree began.

He didnt yell. He was cold as ice, saidHollander. He didnt
protest when we were

meeting with him to show him the video ofhim stealing. He didnt
contest it. He didnt

complain. He didnt argue. He didnt admit or

deny anything. He just agreed to resign. Andthen he just
unexplainably pulled out his gun

Truck Driver Kills 9, Including Himself

Authorities converge on

Hartord Distributors, inManchester, Conn., Aug.

3. Ofcials say several

people were shot at thebeer distribution company

in Connecticut by Omar

Thornton, inset, who thenkilled himsel.

AP Photo/Journal Inquirer, Jessica Hill
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Sherrod Tells NABJ Convention She Will Sue BreitbartShirley
Sherrod, the recently red director of the U.S.

Department of Agricultures rural development ofce in

Georgia, has said she will sue blogger Andrew Breitbart, whoused
an excerpt of a speech she made to the NAACP out of

context and called it racist along with cable news network
Fox

News.In a video posted on CNN.com Sherrod announced that she

intended to sue Breitbart and said while the blogger has not

apologized, she also does not want an apology from him. Hehad to
know that he was targeting me, she stated.

Answering questions at a panel discussion entitled Contextand
Consequences: Conversation with Shirley Sherrod

during the National Association of Black Journalists annual

convention July 29, Sherrod said, I knew it was racism and noone
had to tell me that.

After the media frenzy about racism that ensued after the

release of the video excerpt, Sherrod said she now knows howthe
media can and should work in helping to get the truth out.

When asked if she would accept a new position with the

USDA, Sherrod said that she had not and was far from beingable
to do that. I havent had a chance to read it, she said.

The offer still says draft. I need to ask them what does
that

mean.From what I know about that part of the department,the Ofce
of Advocacy and Outreach, I dont think they have

even budgeted the money to operate that part of the program.So I
have many, many questions before I can make a decision.

Deltas Convene in New Orleans, Participate in Day of

ServiceMembers of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, an
international

non-prot womens organization, returned to New Orleans forthe
third time to

celebrate their

50th nationalconvention.

The gathering,A Sisterhood

Called to Serve:

TransformingLives and

Impacting

Communities,not only allowed

up to 16,000

sorority membersto reunite in the

Crescent City,but provided them

an opportunity to

aid the surroundingcommunity.

On July 30, the organization hosted IMPACT Day, a series

of 22 service projects benetting local non-prot organizationsin
New Orleans. According to the group, each service event

honored of one of the sororitys founders.Delta Sigma Theta has
remained committed to supporting

the city of New Orleans in post-Katrina recovery efforts

since the very beginning, said the organizations
nationalpresident Cynthia M.A. Butler-McIntyre in a statement.

Through nancial contributions, donations, rebuilding

houses and opening up our homes to the Delta sisters who
losteverything in the storm, Delta Sigma Theta has demonstrated

our commitment to rebuilding the great city of New Orleans.

IMPACT Day is just one more way that we hope to impact the

communities of New Orleans.In addition, civil rights activist
Dr. Dorothy Heights nal

book,Living With Purpose: An Activists Guide to
Listening,Learning and Leading, was unveiled at the convention.
Former

U.S. Secretary of Labor Alexis M. Herman, who wrote
theintroduction, described the book as Heights nal gift in a

statement and said President Barack Obama received the books

rst printed copy.

Police Seek Gunman in Shooting of Chicago Boy, 13

Chicago police have identied a suspect in the multipleshooting
death of eighth-grader Robert Freeman Jr., 13, The

Associated Press reported. Freeman was shot 13 times on

July 29 while riding his bicycle on the citys South Side,
andaccording to his family, the teen was the victim of mistaken

identity.According to the report, Chicago police said tips
from

witnesses point to a suspect, who has still not been found.

However, police ofcialssaid dont snitch culture

has made nding the

suspect, identied only asa young male, difcult.

Statistics posted on

the Chicago Polices Website show that homicide

is a troubling issue,with African Americans

comprising 77.1 percent

of the citys crime victimsbetween January 2010 and

June.

Freeman was thefourth teen killed in area

shootings that week.

Army Salutes National Urban League Women of PowerHonorees

Command Sgt. Maj. (ret.) Michele S. Jones attended theNational
Urban Leagues Women of Power Luncheon on behalf

of the U.S. Army. Jones, the rst female in the Army appointedas
the Army Reserve Command sergeant major, currently

serves as special assistant to the secretary of defenses
White

House liaison.The Army, the nations largest provider of
education

scholarships, awarded more than $285 million
merit-basedscholarships through the ROTC program in 2009. Army

representatives for ROTC, U.S. Army Recruiting Commandand U. S.
Military Academy at West Point, which was ranked

the nations top college by Forbes magazine in 2009, provided

conference attendees information on the vast range of
educationbenets, more than 150 career specialties and
leadership

development opportunities.

Diddy Sounds O on Nightline Host, Cries RacismIn a recent
interview with Vibe magazine, music producer

and rapper Diddy called Nightline host Martin Bashir a
racist

for questioning his decision to purchase his son a Maybach
car.There were times in the interview when I had to give him

an ultimatum, Diddy told Vibe. The questions werent beinghandled
the right way. In hindsight, when I saw him, I shouldnt

have done the interview because I know the style of
interviewthat he does The whole thing about giving a Maybach to
my

son, thats really like a racist question.

The media mogul purchased the silver-hued car, which costsabout
$360,000, for his son Justins 16th birthday.

You dont ask White people what they buy their kids, he

continued. And they buy em Porsches and convertibleBentleys, and
it aint no question. Its really a racist question

and put things back in perspective with money and the way
that

people still look at you.Justins mega-birthday party and new car
were featured in

an episode of MTVs Sweet 16.

Congress Passes Fair Sentencing Act

On July 28, the House of Representatives passed the
FairSentencing Act(S.1789) to restore fairness to federal
cocaine

sentencing. The legislation, which matches a measure passed

in March by the Senate, is aimed at reducing the
currentsentencing disparity of those convicted of possession of
crack

cocaine versus powder cocaine and eliminating mandatory

minimum sentencing. In a released statement, the NAACPexpressed
support for the legislation calling the current

sentencing practices racially discriminating.Because of the
mandatory minimum jail sentence for

those convicted of possession of 5 grams of crack cocaine

or more, people of color are being put in prisons at muchhigher
rates than their Caucasian counterparts, and the judges

have no discretion to mitigate the sentence for rst-time or

nonviolent offenders or special circumstances, said
BenjaminJealous, CEO and president of the NAACP. This is the
rst

time Congress has moved to reduce any mandatory minimum

sentence, regardless of how racially discriminatory they may

be.Under the current sentencing guidelines, conviction on a

charge of possession of ve grams of crack cocaine draws
amandatory prison term of ve years and possession of 10 grams

draws a mandatory 10-year prison sentence. The
sentencingthreshold for possession of powder cocaine is 100 times
higher.

Under the bill that passed Congress, a ve-year prison term

would be triggered by conviction of possession of 280 grams
ofcrack cocaine.

2010 The Coca-Cola Company. NESTEA and the associated properties
are registered trademarksof Socit des Produits Nestl S.A.
(Switzerland) used under license by The Coca-Cola Company.

Satisfyyourthirstf

orsummerwith

GoldPeak,MinuteM

aid,andNESTEA

.

Withonly99dayso

fsummer,make

suretomakethem

ostofeverymomen

t.

f . :

AFRO National Briefs

Courtesy Photo

Robert Freeman Jr.

AP Photo

Diddy attends the opening

ofGet Him to the Greekwith sons Justin, left, and

Christian, and his longtime

girlfriends son QuincyBrown.

CourtesyPhoto

Dr. Dorothy Height's nal book

was unveiled at the Deltas 50th

convention.

DineDowntownBaltimore.com

Baltimore Restaurant WeekAugust 13 22

www.BaltimoreRestaurantWeek.com

Find convenient nd low cost pking t mny

Bltimoe City gges on evenings nd weekends,

t www.DowntownBaltMap.comAn Iniiai f Dwnwn Panhip f Balim

4 0 9 N . C h a r r . a N M u V . C M

After dining at a Downtown or Charles Street restaurant

such as theB&O American Brasserie, Edens Lounge,

Mortons The Steakhouse, andSullivans Steakhouse,

check out world-class jazz musicians at An Die Musik!

MAke Your reservAtIos o !

Taste and Experience

Downtown Baltimore.
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**The AARP Medicare SupplementInsurance Plans carry the AARP
name andUnitedHealthcare Insurance Companypays a fee to AARP and
its affiliate for useof the AARP trademark and other services.

Amounts paid are used for the generalpurpose of AARP and its
members. NeitherAARP nor its affiliate is the insurer.

AARP does not recommend health relatedproducts, services,
insurance or programs.You are strongly encouraged to evaluateyour
needs.

Insured by UnitedHealthcare InsuranceCompany, Horsham, PA
(UnitedHealthcareInsurance Company of New York, Islandia, NYfor New
York residents).

Not connected with or endorsed bythe U.S. Government or the
FederalMedicare Program.

Policy Form No. GRP 79171 GPS-1 (G-36000-4). In some states,
plans may be available topersons eligible for Medicare by reason
ofdisability. All plans may not be available inyour state/area.
Call to receive completeinformation including benefits, costs,
eligibility

requirements, exclusions and limitations.AARP and its affiliate
are not insuranceagencies or carriers and do not employor endorse
insurance agents, brokers,representatives or advisors.

This is a solicitation of insurance. Anagent may contact
you.

*Medicare Payment Advisory Commission(MedPAC). A Data Book:
Healthcarespending and the Medicare Program,

June 2008. (15 Jan, 2009) p. 63,65.

AS2512ST

Medicare alone can leave you with various out of pocket
expenses.Thats why millions of AARP members, just like you, have
chosen an

AARP

Medicare Supplement Plan, insured by UnitedHealthcare
InsuranceCompany. Consider the only Medicare supplement insurance
plansendorsed by AARP** offering competitive prices.

Like all medicare supplement plans, youll get:

Thefreedomtochooseyourowndoctorsand hospitals that accept
Medicare

Noreferralseverto see specialists

Virtuallynoclaimforms

We want to help you better understand your AARP
MedicareSupplement plan options with a free information kit. Theres
noobligation, so get yours today.

Call toll-free for your free information kit now

1-866-739-6514, code 6L6TTY: 711

A Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan could saveyou up to
thousands of dollars in out-of-pocket expenses.*

The other

20%

or more is up to you.

Attention:AARPMembers

eligibleforMedicare

Medicare only pays about

80%

of Part B expenses.

By Stephen D. RileyAFRO Staf Writer

Whats the next step in a

down economy where jobs

arent hiring and salaries

arent climbing? Simple

take a page from Sharan

Nixons playbook and

form your own self-made

conglomerate. The budding

business mogul is a one-

woman building crew. She

manages three businesses

along with three children but

still nds time to masquerade

in a normal life.

The founder of Baltimore

Fashion Week (BFW) isway too busy right now.

Her annual BFW is fast

approaching its Aug. 19 start

date and her latest nonprot

creation, Nixon Development,

just launched in 2009 with

intentions set on remaking the

worldstarting rst with the

worlds core: its youth.

[Nixon Developments]

sole purpose and goal as an

organization is to save our

youth and guide them down a

pathway to a new normal that

will either introduce or re-

ignite them to a dream once

unfullled, Nixon says.

Its somewhat tting ina way that Nixons newest

creation revolves around

adolescents. Nixon harvested

childhood dreams of

becoming a teacher because

she liked writing on the

blackboard and making

ditto copies for the class.

Although she didnt quite

make it to the schoolroom,

headlining her own youth-

salvation program is

rewarding enough.

Just like her current

business prole, Nixon had

her ideas in a little bit of

everything as an amateur. A

fashion fanatic as a teenager,she spent her free time

reading style magazines and

presaging her move into the

industry. That fashion bug

eventually grew into BFW

but it was her work in event

management that sparked her

inner entrepreneur and led to

her rst enterprise, Buttery

Productions.

That was my husband

[and] my life and it seemed

as if everything else revolved

around it, Nixon revealed.

Putting her all into her rst

business was rewarding but

success came at a cost for the

mother of three.One [evening] I was

pulling an all-nighter and

my son came to me and

said Mom, youre always

working and we miss you,

Nixon recalled. I replied,

But Im right here [and] he

replied Its not the same. I

was working from home at

the time [but] it was a major

wake-up call for me when

my son said that. After that

statement, I returned to being

a mom again.

With her priorities

balanced and family happy,

Nixon takes pleasure in

starring as a self-employedbusiness woman. The freedom

to come, go and do as she

pleases gives her all the

job security she needs; in

spite of a few life learning

experiences along the way.

In the beginning, starting

my own business was a grand

idea, Nixon adds. But then

you have to learn how to live,

love, and work, and you also

have to learn how to separate

the three when the time

comes. Running any kind

of business large or small ishard, but you need to have a

strong support system and a

grounded spiritual belief.

For upcoming dates

and locations on Baltimore

Fashion Week or more on

Nixons enterprises visit:www.butteryprods.com and

baltimorefashionweek.com

BusinessHandling it All: Local Woman Moonlightsas Mom and
Manager

Photo by Jazzy Photos

Behind the ashionably styled exterior is Sharan Nixon: mother o
three and owner

o many businesses. Nixons Butterfy Productions company produces
the annual

Baltimore Fashion Week, which will run rom Aug. 19-22.

With her priorities balanced and family happy, Nixon
takespleasure in starring as a self-employed business woman.
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What?

thiscostshoWmuch?

Your grocery bill just went up and

you probably dont know why.

Thats because weve just been hit

with a new, hidden beverage tax in

Baltimore City. You are now paying

more for sodas, juice drinks, teas,

and even bottled water. Lets call

the beverage tax what it is: a money

grab by the Mayor and some on the

City Council. But its the hardworking

people of Baltimore City who are

paying the price.

Its time to sayenough is enough.

Paid for by American Beverage Association, member of Stop the
Baltimore City Beverage Tax.

Go tonobaltimorebeveragetax.comto join the coalition and let
yourvoice be heard. Were not going

away until this tax goes away.
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Yumday Chewsday Winesday Thirstday

Fryday Platterday Dim Sumday

SUMMERRESTAURANTWEEK:AUGUST 13-223Courses90+ Restaurants

Culinary Events Lunch or Dinner

SA DIFFERENTKINDOFDELICIOUSDAILY.S

For a list of participating restaurants

or to make a reservation, visit:

www.BaltimoreRestaurantWeek.com

Enjoy a variety of three-course dinners for only $35.10 or
try

three-course lunches just $20.10. Find convenient and low
cost

parking at many Baltimore City garages on evenings and
weekends,

at www.DowntownBaltMap.com.Park once and get around

Downtown on the free Charm City Circulator.

Price per person, not including liquor, tax and gratuity. Some
restrictions may apply.

TM

MarylandsBest.net

DDEEAADDLLIINNEE:: AAUUGGUUSSTT 1133TTHH

Mail Registration Form To:

Diane W. Hocker

Afro Clean-Green Block Awards

2519 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21218

Phone: 410-554-8243

Email: [email protected]

Community Name __________________________ __________ Da
te______________

Contact Person:
_________________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________ Cell#
_______________________

Email: ________________________________________ Fax:
____________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________ Zip
______________

Number of Volunteers: _______________ Brief Description of
project(s) :___________


_______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________

Bags ________ Brooms_________ Rakes ________ Shovels ________
Gloves ________

Deliver Supplies To and On:
_________________________________________________

Pick up Supplies From:
_____________________________________________________

Block Designations for Trash Pick Up:
_________________________________________

Don t Hide The Pride Make A Difference in your own
community!

If youre HIV+ and think you cant afford the medication you

need, theres something you should know.

MADAP CAN HELP.

The Maryland AIDS Drug Assistance Program (MADAP) helps cover
the

cost of many medications for low to moderate income people in
Maryland

who are living with HIV/AIDS.

There are exciting, new drugs in the fight against HIV/AIDS.
Dont miss out

because you cant afford them.

Call MADAP today.

410-767-6535 Baltimore Area

1-800-205-6308 Toll Free in Maryland

410-333-4800 tdd

MADAP is a program of the AIDS Administration

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

By Larry MargasakAssociated Press Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) California Democrat Maxine

Waters faces a House trial this

fall on three charges of ethicalwrongdoing, setting the

stage for a second election-

season public airing of ethicsproblems for a longtime

Democratic lawmaker.The charges focus on

whether Waters broke the

rules in requesting federal

help for a bank where herhusband owned stock and

had served on the board of

directors. She denied thecharges Monday.

Persons familiar with the

case said Waters is accused ofviolating:

A rule that House

members may not exertimproper inuence that results

in a personal benet.

The government

employees ethics code, which

prohibits granting or accepting

special favors, for theemployee or family members,

that could be viewed as

inuencing ofcial actions.

A rule that members

conduct must reect creditably

on the House.The persons were not

authorized to be quoted by

name on allegations not yetmade public.

Republicans quicklyjumped on the latest

news. The GOPs House

campaign committee

released a statement withthe headline: The Dirty

Details: Ethics Ofce Reveals

Waters Charges. Panel HasSubstantial Reason to

Believe Dems Have Another

Ethics Problem on TheirHands.

Waters is a senior member

of the House FinancialServices Committee, which

handled the recent rewriteof legislation that regulates

nancial institutions and

has strong protections forconsumers.

Rangel stepped aside in

March as the chief House taxwriter following a negative

report on his conduct in

a separate ethics case.In addition to taxes, his

committee handles trade,

portions of health care reform,Medicare and Social Security.

The charges against

Waters were led July 28 by

a four-member investigative

panel, but not announceduntil Aug. 2. An eight-

member subcommittee offour Democrats and four

Republicans will now conductthe Waters trial. The specics

of the allegations wont be

made public until the panel four Democrats and four

Republicans hold its still-

unscheduled organizationalmeeting.

Brendan Daly, spokesman

for Speaker Nancy Pelosicommented, As we have said

in the past about the process,ethics proceedings are a
result

of a bipartisan, condential

and independent process inthe House.

In a statement, Waters

said, I have not violatedany House rules. Therefore,

I simply will not be forced to

admit to something I did notdo and instead have chosen

to respond to charges made

by the House Committee onStandards of Ofcial Conduct

in a public hearing.

Waters to be Tried by House Ethics Committee

unseat me when there will be four brand new

councilpersons as it is. Why not make an effortto add more
African Americans to the Council,

rather than unseat the only one?

He has already received the endorsement ofthe Teachers
Association of Baltimore County

(TABCO).

County NAACP President Pat Ferguson,clariying that as a non-prot
the organization

cannot make an endorsement, said there aredenite concerns
related to how effective

he [Oliver] has been as a leader and the

adequacy of his overall response to the needs ofthe broader
community.

Add to the doubt about his political

performance his guilty plea in 2009 related to

the misuse of campaign funds and this can only

multiply whatever factors make him appearvulnerable.

And the race is on in the Fourth District.

Penny McCrimmon is running againstOliver, as is attorney Leronia
Josey. This is

McCrimmons third run for this seat. Josey

said shes running out of necessity, because ofwhat she calls
inexcusable neglect and her

disappointment in the performance of ourcurrent councilmanic
representative.

She would be new to the Council but not to

local politics. Shes monitored developmentsin the community
while serving on the

Parole Commission, the University System

of Maryland Board of Regents, CoppinDevelopment Foundation,
Leadership Maryland

and the Frostburg Board of Visitors.

She says the district currently has a need for:* Enhancing
public education by re-

engaging parents and holding principals andteachers
accountable;

* Revitalizing commercial and economic

development; and* Using incentives to attract businesses to

the county and to stimulate job creation.

Josey is perhaps best known for her service

as general counsel for Bethel A.M.E. Church

for 15 years, two of them as chief operating

ofcer. She has received endorsements from

the Baltimore County 10th District Democratic

Club, and the Stonewall Democratic andNorthwest Catonsville
Political clubs. She calls

herself an experienced problem solver who is

committed to re-connect with and re-engage thecounty
community.

Penny McCrimmon had not responded byAFRO press time.

domestic spending. Of the sixtimes the measure came up for

approval, not one Republican

voted in support, Boyd said.Reid told the media

in this latest attempt, the

Black farmers claim will beoffered as a stand-alone bill

with costs already offset. I

know there are too many stillsuffering from treatment of

the U.S. government and wehave an obligation to makethings
right, the Gannet

News Service quoted Reid assaying. We have not given up

on passing this legislation.

I will continue ghting

Republican opposition tothe rights of Black farmers .

. . who are affected by the

stalling of settlements to seethat justice is done.

Boyd said he spoke to

Senate Minority Leader MitchMcConnell, R-Ky., who

assured him of his support.

The Obama administrationalso has expressed its support.

But Boyd said the level ofsupport President Obamademonstrated as
a senator

has not been evident since heentered the White House.

We need to get more of a

push from the president. Wewant him to get involved, the

way he pushed health care,

Boyd said. We were one ofthe rst Black organizations

to get behind the president

when the media and othershad counted him out. We took

a chance on him, and wereasking him to take a chance

on us.

Pointing to efforts to

save and enact a measure,

sponsored by ArkansasDemocrat Sen. Blanche

Lincoln, that would disburse$1.5 billion in disaster relief

to farmers that lost crops in

2009, Boyd said the plight

of Black farmers also should

be treated as an emergency.

Many of the plaintiffshave lost their farms or are

struggling to maintain their

operations. Others have died.I am concerned that

Congress will not act beforethe settlement expires byagreement
amongst the parties

it had been extended 50 days

from June 29, 2010, he said

in a statement. This year I

have attended the funeralsof many Black farmers who

passed before ever seeing this

case resolved.He added, We have to pay

the farmers, and we have to

pay them right now.

AFRO Staff Writer Dorothy

Rowley contributed to this

report.

Rep. Maxine Waters,D-Calif., will face charges

of ethical wrongdoing in atrial this fall.

AP Photo

Voice for the Black District

Black Farmers

Continued from A1

Continued from A1

Continued from A1

and started blasting.

Kristi Hannah, Thorntons

girlfriend of eight years toldtheNY Daily News that the

people that were killed were

all names that Thorntonmentioned to her before. He

didnt go around randomlyshooting people, she said.

He knew these were the

people who harassed him.Hannah denied that Thornton

stole from his employer.

Family members told alocal newspaper that Thornton

complained to them about

racial harassment at work foryears, but said reports to a

supervisor proved futile. Theydescribed him as laid-back,

soft-spoken and a hard

worker and said that Thorntonhad never been in trouble with

the law.

He was a really goodperson, Mayshell Kinder

told theHartford Courant. I

would rather die rst and have

left my mother without me

than him.

Gov. M. Jodi Rell said in a

statement that we will likely

never fully understand why ithappened. But an inexplicable

and indescribable

catastrophe such as this is acruelly clear reminder that we

must take time in our daily

lives to appreciate what wehave.

Shooting
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Feel at ease knowing that youve got your daily finances under
control.

When it comes to managing your money, the key is finding the
right balance. SunTrust can help with

everything from fast access to funds to daily balance alerts so
you can budget effectively, save auto-

matically and manage stress. To find out more about how you can
stay in control of your finances, visit

suntrust.com/solid, call 800.SUNTRUST or stop by any branch to
speak with a SunTrust representative.

SOLIDIS AT PEACE

IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE

SunTrust Bank, Member FDIC. 2010 SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust
and Live Solid. Bank Solid. are federally registered service marks
of SunTrust Banks, Inc.

By AFRO Staf

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake recently visitedEdmondson Village
to celebrate Baltimoreans who have

recycled 50 million pounds of waste since the start of One
Plus

One collections last July.Flanked by huge pallets of recycled
materials at the

Edgewood/Lyndhurst Recreation Center, Mayor Rawlings-

Blake praised residents who helped the city reach thisimpressive
achievement. We could not have reached this

milestone without the citizens of Baltimore making the
rightchoice and making the effort to recycle. So today, we say,

Thank you, Baltimore and congratulations on recycling 50

million pounds, Rawlings-Blake told the crowd.Jean Allen,
president of the Edgewood Neighborhood

Association and Cynthia Shaw, president of the Lyndhurst

Neighborhood Association were also on hand and reiterated
themayors statements.

According to Cleaner Greener Baltimore, an initiative that

seeks to promote environmental improvement, the EdmondsonVillage
Community has shown the largest improvement in

recycling since the city moved to collecting trash and
recyclingonce a week. During this time, recycling collections
across

Baltimore city have increased over 50 percent.

AFRO Publisher John J. Oliver joined the mayor and

mentioned the companys Clean-Green Block Campaign, the

oldest urban environmental program in the nation. In 2007,the
campaign partnered with the city and Cleaner Greener

Baltimore.

Baltimore Meets 50 Million-Pound Challenge

Courtesy Photo

AFROPublisher John J. Oliver and Baltimore City Mayor

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake

Morgan State Fine Arts ChairAppointed to Arts Council

Special to the AFRO

BALTIMORE

All it took Tumara

Jordan was a fewseconds to decide

what to get hermother Peggy as

a retirement gift

for 35 years asa nurse educator

at Baltimore

City CommunityCollege.

Education has

always matteredto everyone in our

family, Tumara

said. Its beenone of the single

most importantthings. Tumara surprised her mother at her
retirement party

by announcing she had started the Peggy Jordan Nursing

Scholarship through the BCCC Foundation.My mother teaches her
students almost like theyre her

own children, she continued. Over the years, students were

free to call her at home just about any time of the day or
nightwith questions. Mom always took the calls. She dedicated
her

career to students and its been so rewarding for her to
watch

them become nurses.Originally from Jackson, Miss., Peggy Jordan
studied

nursing at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama before graduatingfrom
the University of Maryland with a masters degree in

nursing. She joined the nursing staff at the old Provident

Hospital and subsequently, began a teaching career atProvidents
Helene Fuld School of Nursing. From there, 35

years ago, she became a nursing professor at BCCC.

Through her own job as a group marketing manager atVerizon,
Tumara has parlayed her personal donation of $2,500

into an initial scholarship fund of $5,000 with the help of

a Verizon corporate matching contribution. I hope manyof her
friends and former students at BCCC learn about the

Peggy Jordan Scholarship and join with me build to it into
apermanent endowed scholarship one day, said Tumara, who

hails from Silver Spring, Md.

The Jordan Scholarship will be awarded for the rst time

this fall to a student accepted into the BCCC Registered

Nurse program. For more information, contact the BCCC

Foundation Ofce at 410-462-8328.

Daughter Honors Mother s Years

of Teaching Nurses

Courtesy Photo

Peggy Jordan and her daughter,Tumara

By AFRO Staf

Alice Colbert, born Aug. 3,1906, in Baltimore, is living

an exceptionally full life. The

spry centenarian has watchedher family ourish with

ve generations and she hastraveled to Panama, Mexico,

Italy and England.

At 104 years old, Colbertstill holds fast to traditions she

garnered as a young woman

attending church, baking and

gardening. However, he lovefor cooking is trumped only

by her joy of family.Her eyes will twinkle with happiness when
she is preparing

meals, reading books or telling stories of the family
history,members of Colberts family said.

Colbert is the oldest of three children and married her

childhood sweetheart, John, in 1924. The couple raised
threedaughters, whom Colbert attributes to her longevity.

The lifelong Baltimorean said her secret to a full,

prosperous life is generosity, which has allowed her to
cultivaterelationships that span numerous states. Colbert can often
be

heard saying, My family means everything to me. Its what

keeps me going.

Baltimore Woman Welcomes104th Year of Life

Courtesy Photo

Alice Colbert, 104, is aBaltimore native.

Dr. Eric Conway, director

of the world renowned Morgan

State University Choir, has

been appointed by Gov. Martin

OMalley to the MarylandState Arts Council.

Dr. Conway, who also

chairs the Universitys Fine

Arts Department, served under

the tutelage of the late Dr.

Nathan Carter as associate

conductor and principal

accompanist of the famed

choir.

During more than two

decades at Morgan State,

Conway has traveled to

Africa, Prague and many other

countries, and has worked

closely with celebrated choral

conductors such as Trevor

Wye, Hillary Hahn, Daniel

Heifetz, William Brown and

Janice Chandler.An orchestral pianist, Conway

has also performed as a soloist

with several orchestras including

the Baltimore Symphony

Orchestra, the Baltimore

Chamber Orchestra and the

Baltimore Concert Artists.Conway has degrees in

Courtesy Photo

Dr. Eric Conway

accounting and business

management, and a doctorate

in musical arts from the

Peabody Conservatory of theJohns Hopkins University.

His appointment, which

requires Maryland State Senate

conrmation, will ll the

remainder of a three-year termthat began July 1, 2009.
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Last March, President

Obama invited me to joinhim at the White House as hesigned our
Patient Protectionand Affordable Care Act

(H.R. 3590) into law.While waiting for the

president to arrive at that

historic ceremony, mythoughts went out to the

millions of Americans whose lives will be transformed for
the

better because of what we had been able to accomplish.I thought
back to July of last year when thousands of our

neighbors dialed into to my Healthcare Telephone Town Hall.They
knew that health care reform was a challenge we had to

meet.

My neighbors expressed their deep concerns aboutskyrocketing
insurance premiums, losing their coverage, and

being denied insurance because of pre-existing conditions.

They understood that out-of-control costs and bloated
insurancecompany prots were stiing our economy and forcing

thousands into bankruptcy.

Most compelling of all, they testied to an even harshertruth.
Tens of thousands of Americans have been dying each

year because they lacked insurance coverage.Our president and I
realized that these premature deaths are

an unacceptable blight upon our national morality. Standing

there with him last March, I recalled a press conference I
hadheld to project some humanity into a national healthcare
debate

that was becoming too abstract.

I will never forget those who spoke then from their own
lifeexperience.

Beverly Barkoye had suffered two strokes. Any humane

society would have assured her a regular doctors care but shewas
living in fear because she had no insurance.

Mr. George Kelly and Ms. Sandra Teplica had lost theirinsurance
coverage while being treated for cancer and, then,

were denied alternative coverage because they had
preexistingconditions.

What are we to do? they asked

their nation.Now, we can give them the

answer they deserve.

Aug. 1 was the day our

Affordable Care Actbecame realfor people in Maryland with
pre-

existing conditions, a day all of

us should remember and celebrate.Here in Maryland, thanks to

visionary action by Gov. Martin

OMalley and our MarylandLegislature, our state can expect

to receive $85 million in federalfunding to assure that
neighbors

like Beverly Barkoye, George Kelly

and Sandra Teplica receive themore affordable, high-quality
health

insurance that they need.

It is critical that we pass thismessage on to family and
friends

who have no health insurance because of their medical
condition.

Now, after being without insurance for six months,Maryland
residents with pre-existing medical conditions can

apply for and receive insurance through the Maryland
HealthInsurance Plan.

They simply need to call (443) 738-0067 or go on the

Internet to http://www.marylandhealthinsuranceplan.state.md.us.
The MHIP Federal Insurance Plan covers a broad

range of health benets, including primary and specialty
care,

hospital care and prescription drugs and it does so even whenthe
health care treatment is for pre-existing conditions.

This insurance is designed to be affordable, not free.

Premiums range from $141 monthly for individuals under 30 to$354
monthly from persons 65 and older. There also is a $1,500

deductible and a $1,500 out-of-pocket limit.To be certain, this
is not the national, single-payer health

insurance system based upon Medicare that I would prefer(and
believe this nation will ultimately adopt). However, it is

a life-saver for the nearly 10,000 Marylanders like Beverly

Barkoye, George Kelly and Sandra Teplica whose lives would

be at far greater risk without it.For all of the ranting,
partisan opposition, the debate

about health care reform is ultimately based upon a very

straightforward choice: Either we believe that every life
hasvalue and that we all are in this life together or we do
not.

No humane society can allow between 18,000 and 45,000

human beings to die every year, simply because they cannotafford
a health insurance plan. That, however, is precisely what

the greatest nation in the world has been doing and what our

Affordable Care Actis designed to end.After all, our survival
and the survival of those we love are

also pre-existing conditions to everything else in life that
wehold dear.

Congressman Elijah E. Cummings represents Marylands

Seventh Congressional District in the United States House
ofRepresentatives.

(NNPA) At the recentNational Urban League

convention, PresidentObamas speech took aim at

criticisms launched by the

Black civil rights communityover the educational reforms

proposed by Secretary of

Education Arne Duncan.The 17-page document,

Framework for

Providing All Studentsan Opportunity to Learn

through Reauthorizationof the Elementary and

Secondary Education Act,

was put together by the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights,the
NAACP, the National Urban League, Rainbow PUSH

Coalition, National Council for Educating Black Children

and the Schott Foundation for Public Education.
Theseorganizations discovered last year that Duncan was putting

together a draft proposal known as Race To The Top with

little input from the African-American community, and
thisdocument stands as an important critique of that proposal
from

our point of view.

I knew that something was terribly wrong about the
Duncanproposals when Diane Ravitch, an architect of No Child

Left Behind in the Bush administration, wrote a piece in The

Nation explaining why she no longer supports NCLB. In that

piece she says, I expected that Obama would throw out NCLB

and start over. But, on the contrary, his administration
hasembraced some of the worst features of the George W. Bush

era.

Specically she was talking about how her view of bothchoice and
accountability had changed and her conclusion

that neither would improve American education. A radical pointof
view!

So, President Obama at the NUL pointed to the

unprecedented amount of funds for education in theRecovery

Actthat saved the jobs of many teachers and the recent roll

out of the grant program that provided funds for Race To

The Top to the rst 18 states. He defended the criticism thatit
was not supportive of minority students by saying that state

proposals had to have a robust minority program.

He spent a great deal of time suggesting that while hesupported
teachers, they were, in effect, the lynchpin of

accountability for his new reforms. Again, this view verylittle
different from the Bush administrations also goes after

teachers unions as a barrier to the concept of
accountability.

Moreover, since civil rights groups criticize the Duncanplan as
too charter school top heavy, the president defended

it by saying the bad ones [charter schools] would be closed

down. But this didnt challenge the concept, since a
recentauthoritative study by Margaret Raymond at Stanford

University, for the pro-charter Walton Family Foundation,

found that only 17 percent of charters out-performed
matchedpublic schools; the other 83 percent were either no better
or no

worse.

These ndings are similar to those in Washington, D.C.,which has
the largest number of charters in the country.

The support for charters and public funding of privateschools is
the modern version of the segregated academies

of the period beforeBrown v. Board of Education. Today,

Whites ee public schools demanding choice as they
becomesignicantly populated by Black and Hispanic students and
so

the neoliberal paradigm that devalues public education where

most Black children are has become ofcial. Many Blackparents
support choice because it has been sold to them as

providing the best education.The Obama administration has put
the largest amount of

money on the table for education in the history of the
country.

But he needs to change the paradigm of accountability
aspunishment if a school doesnt turn around, to emphasize

what Barbara Arnwine, president of the Lawyers Committee,

says should be providing the necessary resources to enrich
theacademic culture to enable these schools to succeed.

In this scheme of things, accountability should be changed

to supplement the deciencies in the resources foundation of
aschool, not to assume that all the needed resources are there
and

the teachers are the main culprit in lack of student
achievement.Teachers are but one factor. In a 21st century model
of

excellent education, the mountain of research that links

poverty to education suggests that a more rigorous social
unitshould be developed for schools. Otherwise, the NCLB model

of blaming teachers is what has led the Washington, D.C.

Chancellor Michelle Rhee to re 241 teachers, with 700 moreon the
list because they didnt evaluate well on a questionable

measurement standard.

The president suggests that while Duncan is trying to
shakethings up, those who oppose him either resist change or
are

comfortable with the status quo. Does he really believe that

these civil rights organizations dont want the best for
Blackchildren?

Ron Walters is a political analyst and professor emeritus

of government and politics at the University of Maryland,

College Park. His latest book, with Toni-Michelle Travis is,

Democratic Destiny and the District of Columbia (Rowman

and Littleeld Publishers, 2010).

Racist Picture o Lynching in Your PaperI was appalled to open
this weeks edition of theAFRO to nd a

racially insensitive, politically slanderous, and historically
incorrectpicture of a lynching by an artist whose name appears to
be Ko

Tyus. This picture appeared beside the opinion piece: The
GreatAmerican Racial Abyss, which pretended to point out
race-baitingon both sides of the political spectrum, but which was
clearly slanted

to favor the Democratic Party and its devoted operatives in the
Blackcommunity.

The photo which I am referring to features the words, Right

Wing Propaganda over a man in a hood and robe setting re to
aBlack woman (Shirley Sherrod) tied to a post or a tree, with the
word

FEAR underneath the re. This is an unmistakable association
witha lynching, as many of my ancestors were tied to trees and
burnedalive by White men in hoods and robes. This is grossly
insulting, as

the so-called right wing was never among these types. In fact,
ifMr. Tyus had done his research or knew his history, he would
knowthat it was the Democratic Party that launched the Ku Klux
Klan, and

which lynched Black people for over half-a-century, continuing
theirdiscrimination well into the 1960s and beyond. This picture
serves to

undo all of the equivocation that the article beside it pretends
to do. Itleaves in the mind of the reader the impression that
Republicans arelynching Black people. This is not very different
from what I see in

your paper every week. Youve done a terric, though sophomoricjob
of demonizing your opponent. If you cant compare them toNazis (this
has already been done) then compare them to the Klan.

Ignore the truth or the facts, and just demonize, demonize,
demonize.The other articles in your paper, especially the
front-page article

titled Obama, NAACP Caught by Race Bait written by Zenitha

Prince, also serves to reinforce the Democratic Partys lie
that

Republicans are racist, and it also brings the tea party into
thesame umbrella, to be hated and vilied by any who dont know
theirhistory or cant read between the all the misinformation
contained

therein. You also printed a Letter to the Editor which
attackedMichael Steele and other Blacks in the Republican Party, or
whodefended the tea parties. Reecting back to your papers attempts
to

defend the NAACP and the Obama administration, both for
cryingracism during the health care rallies when there was no
racism and

for ring Shirley Sherrod without checking their facts, it is
clear thatyour paper is just a print version of the NAACP, which
serves not toadvance the interests of colored people, but to
advance and defend

the interests of the Democratic Partythe party that lynched
myancestors, enslaved my ancestors, and which continues to
persecutemy contemporaries and future generations through a
godless, socialist

agenda based on self-hate, race-hate, and hatred of the
founding, thehistory, and the continued existence of the United
States of America.

We have a house divided once again, and with the
continuedbaseless, devotedly partisan attacks like your paper is
engaging in, itwill not long stand.

Robert Broadus

Candidate for Marylands Fourth Congressional District

The Tragedy o a Promised Unulflled Still No 40 Acres

and a MuleWhen will government ofcials in Washington keep
their

promises to Black Americans? During the reconstruction period
afterthe Civil War, government ofcials promised emancipated slaves
that

instead of farming for someone else under the conditions of
forced

labor, torture and abuse, they would be given the opportunity of
fullcitizenship: to own land, protect land and farm their own land
fortheir own prot and for the good of the community.

Well over 200 years later, the National Black Farmers
Associationis still waiting for the approval of a $1.25 million
settlement(probably the sum of the 40 acres and mules freed slaves
should have

received in the rst place), as Black farmers have continued to
sufferdiscrimination and losses in nancial opportunities and benets
from

the very government department created to partner with them Itis
important to note that for years, many Black Americans have
feltthey were owed reparations for the years of toiling the land
in

the slavery system of the United States. No bargains yet.
However,it is also important to note that other ethnic groups have
receivedreparations (Japanese-Americans due to the internment
during

World War II; Native Americans due to lands stolen by the
U.S.government). My next question is: when will Black Americans,
who

spent over 200 years of slavery farming this land, be
compensated?Where is the 40 acres and mule? When will Black farmers
be repaidfor the years of discrimination since the Civil War? They
dont

need another chief in the civil rights department of the USDA.
TheUSDA secretary should use the full force of policy and programs
toenforce the policies and share the benets with every farmer in
this

country. There is a great need still, for governance in the
government.Government ofcials, lets get it right!

Verinda M. Birdsong

Baltimore City, Md.

Letters to the Editor

Opinion

Ron Walters

Blacks Split With Obama Over Education Reform

Life is a Pre-existing Condition

Rep. Elijah

Cummings
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SUMMER EVENT

2010 SILVERADO HALF-TON

, -

-

2010 MALIBU . -

.

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.

332010 TRAVERSE FWD

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.

24

2010 COBALT LS

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.

372010 IMPALA LS .

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.

29

EPA EST.

MPG HWY.

21

CHEVYDEALER.COM

1 Dependability based on longevity: 1981July 2009 full-size
pickup registrations.2 Monthly payment is $13.89 for every $1,000
financed. Average example down payment: 6%. Some customers will not
qualify. Not available with other offers. Take delivery by 9/7/10.3
Includes all offers. Not available with some other offers. See
dealer for details. Take delivery by 9/7/10.4 EPA est. MPG hwy.:
Malibu (with 2.4L 4-cyl. engine) 33 vs. comparable Accord 31 and
Camry 32.5Monthly payment is $16.67 for every $1,000 financed.
Averageexample down payment: 6%. Some customers will not qualify.
Not available with other offers. Take delivery by 9/7/10. 6
Traverse EPA estimated 17 MPG city, 24 highway (FWD), 16 city, 23
highway (AWD); Honda Pilot EPA estimated 17 MPG city, 23 highway
(2WD), 16 city,22 highway (4WD). 7 Based on GM Compact Car
3-Door/Coupe and Sedan segments.8 Not available with some other
offers. Includes all offers. Must be used on a GMAC standard rate
retail contract. Excludes leases. See dealer for details. Residency
restrictions apply. Takedelivery by 9/7/10.9Based on Impala 1LT
with a 3.5L V6 and an EPA est. 29 MPG hwy. vs. Toyota Avalon with
an EPA est. 28 MPG hwy. 10Visit onstar.com for details and system
limitations. Services vary by model and conditions. The Best Buy
Seal is a registered trademarkof Consumers Digest Communications,
LLC, used under license. 2010 OnStar. All rights reserved. 2010
General Motors.

ONSTAR STANDARD FIRST YEAR AUTOMATIC CRASH RESPONSE

STOLEN VEHICLE ASSISTANCE

VEHICLE DIAGNOSTICS

REMOTE DOOR UNLOCK

100,000 MILE/5-YEARTO GUARANTEE OUR QUALITY, WE BACK IT

Whichever comes first. See dealer for limited warranty
details.POWERTRAIN WARRANT Y
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On Aug. 7, Vashti-Jasmine McKenzie and Amos Saint-Jean will
wed

at Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church in Fort
Washington,Md. The bride is a graduate of Howard University and the
groom

attended the University of Central Florida. McKenzie writes
faith-

based column GospelFab! and Saint-Jean is a gospel music
artist.

CourtesyPhoto

Carl Humphrey, an Atlanta-based businessman

and grandson of formerAFRO Publisher Betty

Murphy Moss of Baltimore, recently launched

an aviation-themed club in Shanghai, China,

called Departure 10 Ultra Lounge. Through the

vision of entrepreneurs collectively known as

The Departure Group, which Humphrey is part

of, this airplane-inuenced ultra lounge caters to

both professionals and party-goers in a distinctive

atmosphere.

On July 23, members of Maryland

Baptist community celebrated the

Rev. James B. Gray, who was

recently named president

of the United Baptist

Missionary Convention of

Maryland. The reception took

place at the organizationsfacility on Madison Avenue

in Baltimore. Dr. Matthew

L. Jones was the previous

leader.

Courtesy Photos

Photos by Bill Tabron

Rev. Dr. James B. Gray

Ron Fang Mitchell and

Dr. Beverly OBryant

Pearl Thomas, Joan Summers, Rev.

Charles Davis Jr. and Audrey Davis

Mary Young and

Dorothy Johnson

Donna Scott

Pianist Mary BenzAvery Penn, G.I. Johnsonand Dennis Penn

Windy and Destiny Smith

Mary Gray, wife of Rev.

James Gray

Gray and Baltimore CityCouncil President Bernard

Jack Young The Daughters of Praise

Dancers from PleasantZion Baptist Church

The Rev. Dr. Cleveland T.A. Mason II,

rst vice-president, UMBC

Earlie Boone, Mathew Briton

(standing) Carrol Dickens andWilliam Evans

Carl Humphrey andmembers of The

Departure Group

Carl Humphrey

and a club

employee
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Aug. 7Help the Girl Scouts of

Troop No. 1424 of JohnWesley UMC feed the

homeless, 1 p.m. at thechurch, 3202 W. North Ave.For more
information, call410-383-1525. The Rev. Dr.Alfreda Wiggins is
pastor ofthe church.

Dont miss the annualFamily Fun Festival, noonto 5 p.m. in the
200 block ofN. Chester St. The festival,which includes food,games,
snacks and an arrayof vendors, is sponsoredby The Divine
CathedralChurch and other communityorganizations. Doresa Harveyof
Heaven 600 will be theemcee. For more informationcall 410-675-3288,
visit

www.thedoorinc.org or www.thedivinecathedral.com. The

Rev. Antoine O. McClurkinis pastor of The DivineCathedral
Church.

Aug. 8In observation of South

African Womens Day onAug. 9, Life RestorationMinistry is
presenting theSouth African Choir inconcert under the directionof
Mike Nguyuza, 3 p.m.,at Shiloh AME Church,2601 Lyndhurst Ave.
Formore information call410-233-4649. The Rev.Dr. Mankekolo
Mahlangu-Ngcobo is the founder andservant of Life
RestorationMinistry. The Rev. CharlotteR. Clemons is pastor
ofShiloh AME Church.

Aug. 10The Right Rev. John R.

Bryant is the convocation

preacher for The ClarionCall: The Sixth GeneralConvention and
HolyConvocation of MarketPlace

Fellowship and Churchesand Covenant Partners, 7p.m., Aug. 11-13,
at PerkinsSquare Baptist Church,2500 Edmondson Ave.,where the Rev.
ClevelandT.A. Mason is the pastor.Daily teaching by ElderRonald B.
Highsmith, pastorof Sanctuary Church, isscheduled 9 a.m. to
noon,Aug. 11, 12. For moreinformation, visit
www.marketplacechurches.orgorcall 410-462-3010. The RightRev.
Stanley M. Butler is thepresiding prelate.

Aug. 13Mt. Hattin Baptist

Church is presenting TheWiz, 6:30 p.m., Aug. 13and 1 p.m. and 6
p.m., Aug.14, in the auditorium ofMergenthaler VocationalHigh
School, 3500 HillenRoad. For more informationcall 410-258-6051. The
Rev.Clay Burston is pastor of Mt.Hattin Baptist Church,
2409Aisquith St.

OngoingBreakaway@5Beginning on Sept.

12, share a meal, prayer,meditation, dialogue andfellowship at
St. MarysEpiscopal Church, Woodlawn

at 5610 Dogwood Road,Baltimore. Event takes placefrom 5-7 p.m.
on Sundays.For more information,call 410-944-4236,
visitstmaryschurchwoodlawn.org or e-mail
[email protected].

Send your churchor ministry news [email protected].

Elias Augustus Dorsey Jr.,

one of the 12 founders of Iota

Phi Theta Fraternity, died

July 29 from complications

related to pancreatic cancer

at Gilchrist Hospice Care in

Towson. He was 69.

Dorsey, or Tink as he

was frequently called, was

a popular city administrator

and worked as an educator

and deputy commissioner of

the Housing Authority of the

City of Baltimore.

A lifelong Baltimorean,

Dr. Dorsey was the son of a

contractor and a homemaker

and grew up in the Pimlico

neighborhood. He spent

much of his adulthood in

the Woodlawn area. Dorsey

was a 1958 graduate of

Forest Park High School

and attended Morgan State.

He later earned a bachelors

degree from Antioch College.

Several years later, Dorsey

continued his education and

earned a masters degree in

health administration and a

doctorate, also from Antioch.

It was during his college

years that Dorsey and 11

other friends established Iota

Phi Theta Fraternity, which is

now recognized as a member

of the National Pan-Hellenic

Council. According to its

Web site, the organization

now boasts more than 40,000

members worldwide.

In addition, he spenthis college years as a

postal worker and from

1966 to 1969 he taught in

Baltimore City schools.

After teaching, Dorsey

worked as a city housing

inspector. He also worked as

an administrator at Baltimore

Junior College, director of

Park West Medical Center,

deputy commissioner of

the Baltimore City Health

Department and deputy

commissioner of the citys

housing authority. He served

in the latter position from

1998 to 2000, when he

retired.

Outside of work, the

fraternity founder was active

in several organizations,

including the Roman

Catholic Cathedral of Mary

Our Queen, where he was

a Eucharist minister and

cathedral tour guide and the

Baltimore Youth Alliance,

where he was a longtime

chairman. Dorsey also

enjoyed shing, cars and was

an Orioles fan.

Dorseys sister, Catherine

C. Dorsey, said her brother

was the patriarch for our

family, the elderly and the

young.

He kept the children on

the right course by education,

scholarships and mentoring.

Elias was the go-to relative,

always ready and able to

assist his family, she said.

Whatever our family

needed, he was willing and

able to provide.

According to Iota Phi

Thetas Web site, Dorsey

along with founders Charles

Briscoe, Webster Lewis and

other deceased fraternity

brothers is now part of the

Alpha Iota Omega Memorial

Chapter. He leaves to mourn

his memory a son, Jason;

daughter, Kim; sister, Cathy

and three grandchildren.

The Dorsey family asks

that contributions in Elias

Dorseys name be made to

the Baltimore Youth Alliance,

6101 Loch Raven Blvd., Apt.

408., 21239.

For more inormation and or programs and events listing, go
to

www.AfricanAmericanCulture.org

Reginald F. Lewis Museum830 E. Pratt Street, Baltimore, MD 21202
| (443) 263-1800(two blocks east of Inner Harbor)

Learn the stories o two disenranchised groups Jewish proessors
who fed

Nazi Germany and Arican-American students at historically black
colleges

where the reugee proessors taught.

April 23 toSeptember 26, 2010

Beyond Swastika and Jim Crow: Jewish Refugee Scholars at Black
Colleges was created and is circulated by theMuseum o Jewish
Heritage A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

Faith Pulse

ObituaryDr. Elias A. Dorsey, 69Baltimore Administrator, Iota Phi
Theta Founder

DR. ELIAS A. DORSEY

Special to the AFRO

Dr. Marshall F. Prentice is the pastor of

Zion Baptist Church, a progressive, urban

congregation in the heart of Baltimore.

Prentice, a native of Pittsburgh, Pa.,graduated from Geneva
College with a

double major in elementary education

and theology. He received a masters in

counseling education from the University of

Pittsburgh and a masters degree from the

Samuel D. Proctor School of Theology at

Virginia Union University in Richmond, Va.

Under the pastorship of Dr. Lehman

Bates, Prentice was licensed and ordained by

Victory Baptist Church in Pittsburgh. Seven

years prior to becoming the under shepherd

of Zion, he served as the pastor of the First

Antioch Baptist Church of Greensburg, Pa.

Pastor Prentice has held many positions

since coming to Baltimore, including:

president of Clergy United for Renewal of

East Baltimore (C.U.R.E.), president of the

Progressive Baptist Convention for the stateof Maryland and
co-chair of Baltimoreans

United in Leadership Development

(B.U.I.L.D), a clergy caucus.

Standing rmly on the doctrine of his

favorite scripture Romans 1:16, For I am

not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is

the power of God unto salvation to everyone

that believeth; to the Jews rst, and also the

Greek, Prentice has preached the word inAfrica and throughout
the United States.

A great supporter of higher education,

Rev. Prentices leadership is evident in the

churchs support of the United Negro College

Fund, Coppin State University, Morgan

State University and other historically

Black colleges and universities. On Feb.

28, 2009, Rev. Prentice was honored for

his contributions with the Coppin State

University Vision Award. Additionally, in

September 2004, the church opened Zion

Christian Middle School, the rst Christian

middle school in Baltimore devoted solely to

educating students in grades six, seven and

eight.

Pastor Prentice is married to the former

Elvira Johnson, and they are the proud

parents of three Tonya, Preston and Kevin.They are also the
proud grandparents of two

grandsons, Brandon Jamaal and Konner

Anthony.

Zion Baptist Honors Pastor on25th Anniversary

Free Service

Obituaries are printed

for free by the AFRO-

American Newspapers.

Send funeral program

and picture to:

Obituaries, Baltimore

AFRO-American

Newspaper

2519 N. Charles St. ,

Baltimore, Md. 21218

Or fax to:

1-877-570-9297

Faith Bytes

- Along Baltimores Famous Pennsylvania Avenue -

- Main Stage: Lafayette & Pennsylvania Avenue -

9/3: Join elected officials for Heritage Trail unveiling,
plus

The Spindels perform.

9/4: Cadillac Parade, 50s Music, Poetry In Motion Contest

and more.

9/5: Gospel celebration featuring the Singing Sensations.

Sponsored by the Ministerial Alliance.

SPONSORS, DONORS, VENDORS, PERFORMERS & EVENT AGENDA

visit www.RoyalTCHC.com. For the Pennsylvania Avenue
Heritage

Trail tour go to www.PennsylvaniaAvenueBaltimore.com.
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Summertime is not over

yet!

My lands of mercy! So

much information I need togive you about whats going on

and such a little space to put it

in. But I will try to do the best I

can. There are a lot of festivals,

concerts, shows and special

events coming up, starting with

this weekend.

The Baltimore Music

Festival 2010 will be held

Aug. 6-7, at CenterStage, 700

N. Calvert St., in Baltimore.

Presented by Bilal Ali

Productions, this festival will

feature over 15 professional

performers over the two days

starting at 7 p.m. on both

days. The VIP reception will

be held from 5:30-6:30 p.m.The festival will be hosted by

Trish Hennessey and Myranda

Stephens from television

station FOX 45. The 2010

performers include: Paul

Taylor, Pamela Williams, Eric

Roberson, Marcus Mitchell,

Drew Davidsen, Karensa Gray,

Terri S. Isaac Parham, Trey

Eley, Shang, comedian Larry

Lancaster, Marcell Russell

and Scola. This years festival

honorees are Radio Ones

Larry Young, Charles Dutton,

the Rev. Anthony Brown and

Cameron Miles.

A portion of the proceeds

go to benet Mentoring in

The Hood and The Dream4 It Foundation. For more

information, call 410-332-0033.

Delegate Ruth Kirks 16th

Annual Family Fun Festival

along with entertainment

coordinator and director Cleve

Brister, are doing again. It will

be bigger than all the others

at Franklin Square Park on N.

Carey and W. Lexington streets

on August 14 and August 15,

noon until 8 p.m.

The opening of the festival

will begin with a parade,

on Saturday at 11 a.m. at

the corner of Fremont and

Lexington streets. And you

will never guess who the grandmarshal isyours truly. When

Cleve Brister asked me to do

this, I thought he was out of

his mind. Can you imagine

my big fat body sitting on

top of a convertible with the

top down waving at yall

duckpluckers? I know it

would be the funniest thing you

ever saw. But I am honored

and proud that I was asked

to do this and be apart of this

special event. The marching

bands will march towards the

800 block of Lexington Street,

turn left on the 100 block of

Schroeder Street, a right on the

1000 block to the 1300 block

of Layette Street then march

through Franklin Square Park.There will be lots and lots of

live entertainment including

the Spindles and M. C Booze

and his band, a variety of food,

clothing, jewelry, arts and crafts

vendors. There will be an area

for children to play with games,

crafts and shing. Also, all the

hospitals in the 44th District

will be participating. Free

health screenings and much

more. Come early and enjoy! It

is free.

Another festival, the

International Festival will

be held Aug. 7-8 at the Poly/

Western High School near Falls

Road and West ColdspringLane from noon until 9 p.m.

The festival is a celebration of

Baltimores cultural diversity

with music, dancing assortment

of vendors and a variety of

ethnic foods. It is free.

On Tuesday, Aug. 10,

saxophonist and recording

artist, Jacques Saxman

Johnson will be performing at

the Blues Alley Jazz Supper

Club in Washington D.C. Hewill also be celebrating his

71st birthday. There will be

two shows, 8 and 10 p.m. For

tickets and information, go to

web site: www.bluesalley.com.

FestAfrica 2010, an African

festival with traditional music,

crafts and art, dances and food

will be held Aug. 14 and 15,

noon until 8 p.m. on Patterson

Park at Linwood and Eastern

avenues. For more information,

call 410-608-0420.

Happy birthday to Patsy

Hutchins, the wife of the

popular promoter and real

estate agent, Carlos Hutchinswho recently celebrated her

birthday at Sistas Place Night

Club and Restaurant, located

8521 Liberty Road. The Elliott

Levine Trio and vocalist Tim

Brooks will perform at Sistas

Place on Wednesday, Aug. 18.

For more information call 410-

340-2002.

The Muslim Community

Cultural Center of Baltimore(MCCCB), a non-prot

organization is sponsoring its

8th Annual New Africa Festival

will be held on Saturday, Aug.

7, at Leakin Park between

Dennison and Edgewood streets

along the 3400 block of W.

North Ave. from 12 noon until

9 p.m.

The purposes of the

festivals have been designed

to help revitalize the cultural

expression of the city of

Baltimore. There will be many

family and community service

activities; including a prayer

for peace in the community

from two members of theBaltimore Interfaith Coalition,

free health screening and

information and resource

booths. The festival events

will include activities and

games for the children, awards

for outstanding community

service, entertainment,

food, merchandise vendors

and more. Headlining there

entertainment this year will be

the internationally acclaimed

jazz musician, Najee. Many,

many other entertainments

and speakers focusing on

community awareness will be

there. Ill see you there.

Well my friends, this is it.

I am out of space and out of

time. If you need me, call me at

410-833-9474 or e-mail me at

[email protected].

UNTIL THE NEXT TIME,

IM MUSICAL YOURS.

ILL SEE YOU AT THE

NEWSSTAND.

www.afro.com

By Gregory DaleAFRO Staf Writer

The historic components of hip hopan emcee,

microphone and disc jockeychanged as the genre evolved

over the years. The latter of the list, once the fundamental

backbone of classic hip hop, eventually started to fade as

music moved into a new era. But hip hop guru Eddie Myles

aims to reassert the DJ as a central gure in this genre and

honor the masters of this forgotten talent through an
upcoming

award show scheduled to take place in Atlanta.

The annual International DJ Trade Association Awards,

founded by Myles, spotlights DJsthose who are responsible

for much of the music we hear today.

Throughout the years, DJs were never really concentratedon or
respected in the game for breaking records, Myles told

theAFRO in a recent interview. DJs dont make as much

money as these artists do and DJs are the ones that put them

on the map.

Myles, deemed hip hops youngest forefather, witnessed

the unrecognized contributions of DJs rsthand. Recruited

in 1973 by the famous hip-hop DJ Afrika Bambaataa, Myles

was given the duties of ensuring the safety of Bambaataa and

DJs Kool Herc, Grandmaster Flash and Red Alert. Over a

decade later, he founded Edwin Myles Consulting Firm, an

organization that aims to promote numerous independent and

major record labels and artists.

As a veteran in the game and entertainment industry insider

for over 25 years, Myles has helped to launch the careers of

artists such as Master P, B2K, Ginuwine and Mack 10, among

many others. He launched the IDJ Trade Association in 2008

and continues to extend his knowledge to promote and consult

artists, DJs, record labels and businesses worldwide.

The IDJT awards, now approaching its third year,

spotlights various radio DJs on a local, regional, national
and

international scale. In addition, club and mixtape DJs are
also

honored, as they often play pivotal roles in the industry.Theres
over 3,000 DJs already registered this yearthe

response is overwhelming, Myles said. Its not just a hip-hop

situation; were dealing with all genres. Were honoring the

oldest DJ alive to todays DJ.

The event will also feature a lineup of big names in the

industry including Crime Mob, the Force MDs and Waka

Flocka. Singers Montell Jordan and Angie Stone are set to
host

the show.

The three-day event

will also feature a trade

expo, celebrity basketball

game, empowerment

seminars and an

entertainment

workshop among

many other

events.

The Annual

International

DJ Trade

AssociationAwards and

Expo will

take place

on Aug. 8

and will

conclude on Aug. 11 in Atlanta, Ga. For more information,

visit: idjtrade.com.

On Afro.comBens Chili Bowl Ventures into Maryland

All Hail the DJHip-hop pioneers honored at awards showcase

Courtesy Photo

Eddie OGEddie Myles

CHECK LOCAL LISTINGS FOR THEATERS AND SHOWTIMES

COLUMBIA PICTURESPRESENTS AGARY SANCHEZ/MOSAIC PRODUCTION A FILM
BYADAM McKAY THE OTHER GUYSEVA MENDES MICHAEL KEATON WITH SAMUEL L.
JACKSON AND DWAYNE JOHNSONRAY STEVENSONSTEVE COOGAN

EXECUTIVEPRODUCERS

DAVID HOUSEHOLTER CHRIS HENCHY KEVIN MESSICKMUSIC

BYJON BRIONWRITTEN

BYADAM McKAY & CHRIS HENCHYPRODUCED

BYWILL FERRELL ADAM McKAY JIMMY MILLER PATRICK
CROWLEYDIRECTED

BYADAM McKAY

INCLUDES PIMPS DONT CRY PERFORMED BY CEE-LO GREENFEATURING EVA
MENDES

FUNNY AND ORIGINAL...FERRELL AND WAHLBERG

ARE HYSTERICAL!Bill Zwecker, FOX-TV

THE SUMMERSFUNNIEST

MOVIE.Mark S. Allen, CBS/CW STATIONS

The Quality of Mercy...for your personal OB/GYN

Now accepting new patients.

Carmen Farrior, M.D., M.B.A., Jennifer Taylor, M.D.,

and Angela Hopkins-Luna, M.D., provide obstetrics

and gynecologic care to women of all ages

in their all female OB/GYN group practice.

Choose

Commercentre East1777 Reisterstown Road | Suite 235

Pikesville, Maryland 21208

410-415-5883

www.mdmercy.com

By Rosa Pryor
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By Perry GreenAFRO Sports Editor

Meet Joe Charles, a 6-foot-

6-inch, 350-pound SilverSpring, Md. native with theprototypical
size and talent ofa pile-driving NFL offensive

lineman. Unfortunately forCharles, he hasnt receivedthe same
exposure mostprospects receive upon entry

to the pro level.While most of the

300-pounders seen collidinginto each other on NFLSundays come
frompowerhouse collegiateathletic conferences such asthe
Southeastern Conference(SEC) or the Atlantic CoastConference (ACC),
Charlesdominated on a much smallerstage.

After attending juniorcollege, the 25-year-oldplayed two seasons
for theGlenville State CollegePioneers under the directionof head
coach Alan Fiddler.Charles helped GlenvilleState win the West
VirginiaIntercollegiate Athletic

Conference (WVIAC)championship in 2008 andearned All-WVIAC 1st
teamhonors in 2009. He led histeam with more than 100knockdowns in
his senioryear, which helped him rankamongst the top 60
offensivelinemen listed in the 2010NFL Draft.

But despite being oneof very few Division IIfootball players
listed onthe Profootballweekly.com NFL prospects list,Charles wasnt
drafted orsigned by an NFL team thisoffseason. Charles hasntquit
yet, however. He signedearlier this summer with the

Richmond Revolution of theIndoor Football League aftergraduating
from GlenvilleState.

Revolution head coachSteve Criswell coachedCharles during the
WVIACAll-Star Game and couldnthelp notice his talent.Besides his
obvious size andskills as a run blocker, Joe hasexcellent
leadership skills,coach Criswell told theAFRO. He was a
stand-upleader throughout the entireAll-Star game experience,
sowhen I noticed him at one ofour games at the end of theseason, I
had to get him on

my team.Charles wasnt offereda contract until June, butbecause
the IFLs season runsfrom spring through summer,he was still able to
contributeto the teams postseason play.The Richmond Revolutionhad
an outstanding 13-1

record this past season ledby former Virginia Tech
starquarterback and 2010 IFLMVP Bryan Randall. TheRevolution earned
a trip tothe playoffs, but lost to theRochester Raiders, 26-24,
inthe rst round.

Charles says hes alreadywaiting for the 2011 seasonto start. Im
ready to getback on the eld and continueproving why I belong,
saidCharles, who will morethan likely take on the
vitalresponsibility of protectinghis quarterbacks blindside.The
game is a little differentthan what I played incollege, but I can
handle thechallenge.

Indoor football is differentfrom standard Americanfootball
because the eld isonly 50 yards long and about85 feet wide. Indoor
footballalso allows only eight playersfrom each team to take theeld
each play versus the11-on-11 format of the NFL.

With a much shorter, less-wide eld, indoor footba
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