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Origins of Islam
 The Big Idea
 In the harsh desert climate of Arabia, Muhammad, a merchant from Mecca, introduced
 a major world religion called Islam.
 Main Ideas
 • Arabia is mostly a desert land, where two ways of life, nomadic and sedentary, developed.
 • A new religion called Islam, founded by the prophet Muhammad, spread throughout Arabia in the 600s.
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Main Idea 1:Arabia is mostly a desert land,
 where two ways of life, nomadic and sedentary, developed.
 Physical Features and Climate
 • Arabia is located in the southwest corner of Asia.
 • It’s in a region with hot and dry air, where summer temperatures reach 100°F daily.
 • This climate has created a band of deserts where sand dunes, or hills of sand shaped by the wind, can rise to 800 feet high and stretch across hundreds of miles.
 • Water exists mainly in scattered oases. An oasis is a wet, fertile area in a desert.
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Two Ways of Life
 • Lived in oases where they could farm
 • Towns became centers of trade.
 • Nomads traded animal products and herbs.
 • Merchants sold spices, gold, leather, and other goods brought by caravans.
 Nomads
 • Lived in tents
 • Raised herds of sheep, goats, and camels
 • Traveled across the desert in search of food and water for their animals
 • Water and land belonged to tribes
 Townspeople
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Main Idea 2:A new religion called Islam, founded by the
 prophet Muhammad, spread throughout Arabia in the 600s.
 Muhammad was born around 570 in Mecca.
 Wealthy people traditionally had helped the poor, but as Muhammad was growing up, many rich people ignored the needy.
 Concerned about these changes, Muhammad often prayed. One day, when he was about 40, writings say that an angel spoke to Muhammad.
 The messages that Muhammad received form the basis of the religion called Islam. In Arabic, the word Islam means “to submit to God.”
 Muslims, or people who follow Islam, believe that God chose Muhammad to be his messenger to the world.
 Messages received by Muhammad were collected in the Qur’an, the holy book of Islam.
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Muhammad’s Teachings
 There was only one God, Allah, which means “the God” in Arabic.
 All people who believed in Allah were bound together like members of a family.
 People should help those who are less fortunate.
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Islam Spreads in Arabia
 The number of Muhammad’s followers slowly grew, and Mecca’s rulers grew worried. They threatened Muhammad.
 In 622 Muhammad and many of his followers moved to Medina. The name Medina means “the Prophet’s city.”
 Muhammad was a spiritual and political leader in Medina. His house became the first mosque, or building for Muslim prayer.
 Muhammad’s departure from Mecca is called the hegira, or journey. It is so important that Muslims made 622 the first year of the Islamic calendar.
 Eventually, most people in Arabia had accepted Muhammad and become Muslims. Muhammad died in 632.
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Islamic Beliefs and Practices
 The Big Idea
 Sacred texts called the Qur’an and the Sunnah guide Muslims in their religion, daily life, and laws.
 Main Ideas
 • The Qur’an guides Muslims’ lives.
 • The Sunnah tells Muslims of important duties expected of them.
 • Islamic law is based on the Qur’an and the Sunnah.
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Main Idea 1:The Qur’an guides Muslims’ lives.
 Muslims believe the Qur’an to be the exact word of God as it was told to Muhammad.
 The central teaching is that there is only one God—Allah—and that Muhammad is his prophet.
 Islam teaches that the world had a definite beginning and will end one day. Muhammad taught that on the final day God will judge all people.
 People who have obeyed his orders will be granted life in paradise. People who have not obeyed God will suffer.
 The Qur’an describes Muslim acts of worship, guidelines for moral behavior, and rules for social life.
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Guidelines for Behavior
 • Others are implicit: Understood though not clearly put into words
 • Implies that slavery should be abolished, so many Muslim slaveholders chose to free their slaves
 • Some guidelines are explicit: Fully revealed without vagueness
 • How a person should prepare for worship, and what they should not eat or drink
 • Jihad: to make an effort, or to struggle
 • Refers to the inner struggle to obey God, the struggle to defend the Muslim community, or to convert people to Islam; also, “holy war”
 Explicit
 Implicit
 Jihad
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Main Idea 2:The Sunnah tells Muslims of
 important duties expected of them.
 • Muslims study the hadith, the written record of Muhammad’s words and actions. It is the basis for the Sunnah.
 • The Sunnah refers to the way Muhammad lived, which provides a model for the duties and the way of life expected of Muslims.
 • The Sunnah guides Muslims’ behavior.
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The Five Pillars of Islam
 Statement of faith, at least once in their lives
 Prayer, five times a day
 Yearly donation to charity
 Fasting during the holy month of Ramadan
 The hajj, a pilgrimage to Mecca, at least once in their lives
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The Sunnah and Daily Life
 • In addition to the five pillars, the Sunnah has other examples of Muhammad’s actions and teachings that form the basis for rules about how to treat others.
 – People should treat guests with generosity.
 – Guidelines for conducting relations in business and government
 o It is bad to owe someone money.
 o People should obey their leaders.

Page 14
						

Main Idea 3: Islamic law is based on the Qur’an
 and the Sunnah.
 • Shariah uses Islamic sources and human reason to judge the rightness of actions of a person or a community.
 • The Qur’an and the Sunnah form the basis of Islamic law, or Shariah.
 • All actions fall on a scale ranging from required to accepted to disapproved to forbidden.
 • Islamic law makes no distinction between religious beliefs and daily life.
 • Shariah sets rewards for good behavior, punishments for crimes, and limits of authority.
 • Today most Muslim countries blend Islamic law with legal systems like those in America or western Europe.
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Muslim Empires
 The Big Idea
 After the early spread of Islam, three large Muslim empires formed—the Ottoman, Safavid, and Mughal empires.
 Main Ideas
 • Muslim armies conquered many lands into which Islam slowly spread.
 • Trade helped Islam spread into new areas.
 • Three Muslim empires controlled much of Europe, Asia, and Africa from the 1400s to the 1800s.
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Main Idea 1:Muslim armies conquered many lands
 into which Islam slowly spread.
 • After Muhammad’s death his followers chose Abu Bakr to be their next leader.
 • He was the first caliph, a title that Muslims use for the highest leader of Islam.
 – In Arabic, the word caliph means “successor.”
 • The caliphs had to rule according to the Qur’an, but were not religious leaders.
 • By Abu Bakr’s death in 634 he had made Arabia into a unified Muslim state.
 • Their armies went on to defeat the Persian and Byzantine empires.
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Growth of the Empire
 • Many early caliphs came from the Umayyad family. – Umayyads moved the capital to Damascus and continued to expand
 the empire.
 – Took over lands in Central Asia, northern India, the eastern Mediterranean, and North Africa
 • The Berbers, native people of North Africa, resisted Muslim rule at first, but eventually, many converted to Islam.
 • In 711 a combined Arab and Berber army invaded and conquered Spain. – Moved into France, but were stopped by a Christian army near Tours
 – Muslims known as Moors ruled parts of Spain through the 1400s.
 • The Abbasids came to power in 749. They reorganized the government to make it easier to rule such a large region.
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Main Idea 2:Trade helped Islam spread into new areas.
 Papermaking, gunpowder, porcelain, and rice
 Cotton, cloth goods
 Ivory, cloves, and slaves
 Oranges
 Iron
 Along with their goods, Arab merchants took Islamic beliefs to India, Africa, and Southeast Asia, and brought back products.
 China
 India
 Africa
 Southeast Asia
 Europe and Southwest Asia
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A Mix of Cultures
 • Muslims did not ban other religions. Christians and Jews in particular kept many of their rights. They did, however, have to pay a special tax, and were forbidden from converting anyone to their religions.
 • Muslims generally practiced tolerance, or acceptance, with regard to the people they conquered.
 • Many people conquered by the Arabs converted to Islam. They often adopted other parts of Arabic culture, including the Arabic language. The Arabs, in turn, adopted some customs from them.
 • This cultural blending changed Islam from a mostly Arab religion into a religion that included many cultures.
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Growth of Cities
 Baghdad• In what is now Iraq• Became the capital of the
 Islamic empire in 762• One of the world’s richest
 cities• Center of culture and
 learning
 Córdoba• In Spain• Showplace of Muslim
 civilization• Largest and most
 advanced city in western Europe by the early 900s
 The growing cities of the Muslim world reflected the blending of cultures.
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Main Idea 3: Three Muslim empires controlled much of Europe, Asia, and Africa from the 1400s to
 the 1800s.
 The Ottoman Empire
 • In the mid-1200s Muslim Turkish warriors known as Ottomans began to conquer territory.
 • The Ottoman army was key to success. They trained Christian boys from conquered towns. These slave soldiers, called janissaries, converted to Islam. They also used gunpowder.
 • In 1453 Ottomans led by Mehmed II used huge cannons to conquer Constantinople, defeating the Byzantine Empire. Mehmed made the city, which the Ottomans called Istanbul, his capital.
 • The Ottoman Empire reached its height under Suleyman I, who ruled from 1520 to 1566.
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The Safavid and Mughal Empires
 Safavid• In the mid-600s Islam split into
 the Shia and the Sunni.
 • In 1501 the Safavid Empire began with Esma’il conquered Persia.
 • Shiism, the beliefs of the Shia, became the official religion of the empire.
 • In 1588 the greatest Safavid leader, ‘Abbas, became shah, or king.
 • The Safavids grew wealthy from trade and built glorious mosques in their capital, Esfahan.
 • Empire lasted until the mid-1700s.
 Mughal• The Mughals were Turkish
 Muslims from Central Asia.
 • Empire created in northern India in 1526
 • In the mid-1500s emperor Akbar conquered many new lands, strengthened government, and instituted a tolerant religious policy.
 • Unique Mughal culture developed, blending Persian, Islamic, and Hindu elements.
 • In the late 1600s the emperor reversed Akbar’s tolerant policies.
 • The Mughal Empire fell apart.
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Cultural Achievements
 The Big Idea
 Muslim scholars and artists made important contributions to science, art, and literature.
 Main Ideas
 • Muslim scholars made lasting contributions to the fields of science and philosophy.
 • In literature and the arts, Muslim achievements included beautiful poetry, memorable short stories, and splendid architecture.
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Main Idea 1:Muslim scholars made lasting contributions
 to the fields of science and philosophy.
 Astronomy
 • Observatories in many cities
 • Improved understanding of time
 • Improved astrolabe, a device that allowed people to calculate their position on Earth
 Geography
 • Explorers and merchants traveled the world.
 • Made more accurate maps than were previously available
 Philosophy
 • Some studied classical writings and believed in the importance of reason.
 • Sufism taught people they could find God’s love by having a personal relationship with God.
 Math
 • Combined ancient Indian system of numbers with Greek mathematical ideas
 • Algebra was developed by Muslim scholars.
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• Muslims based their medical skills on ancient Greek and Indian knowledge and added many new discoveries of their own.
 • Muslim doctors started the world’s first pharmacy school to teach people how to make medicine.
 • They built hospitals and learned to cure many serious diseases.
 • A Muslim doctor known in the West as Avicenna recorded medical knowledge in an encyclopedia.
 – It was used throughout Europe until the 1600s.
 Medicine
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Main Idea 2:In literature and the arts, Muslim
 achievements included beautiful poetry,memorable short stories, and splendid
 architecture.
 Much Muslim poetry was influenced by Sufism. Sufi poets often wrote about their loyalty to God.
 One of the most famous Sufi poets was Omar Khayyám.
 In a book of poems known as the Rubáiyát, he wrote about faith, hope, and other emotions.
 Many short stories are collected in The Thousand and One Nights. This collection includes tales about legendary characters such as Sinbad, Aladdin, and Ali Baba.
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Visual Arts
 Of the visual arts, architecture was the most important in the Muslim world.
 Many mosques feature large domes and graceful minarets, tall towers from where Muslims are called to prayer.
 Muslim architects also built palaces, marketplaces, and libraries. Many of these buildings have complicated domes and arches, colored bricks, and decorated tiles.
 Most Muslim art does not show people or animals. Muslims think only God can create humans and animals or their images. Instead, Muslim artists created complex geometric patterns.
 Muslim artists also turned to calligraphy, or decorative writing. They made sayings from the Qur’an into works of art.
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