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 The Dodger is a publication produced by the Dodge City High School journalism department. The newspaper attempts to inform and entertain its audience in a broad, fair, and accurate manner on all subjects that affect the readers. The publication seeks also to provide a forum for the opinion of students, the staff of the paper, and the faculty to encourage an exchange of ideas on all issues of prominence to readers. The Dodger staff encourages letters to the editor, as they constitute avenue for student opinion. Due to space limitations, not all letters can be published. The editor reserves the right to edit all letters for appropriate placement as long as the meaning and intent remain unchanged. The letter must be signed to be considered for publication. The opinions expressed throughout the publication are not necessarily those of the faculty, the administration, or USD #443. Unsigned articles are a general consensus of the staff, while signed articles are the personal forum of the writer. All letters, columns, stories, photos and art become legal property of The Dodger at the time they are submitted.
 Codi Ehrlich .....................Co-EditorAnthony Reardon .............Co-EditorTrevor Otterstein .................OpinionLuke Bunker ........................OpinionKristi South ......................LifestylesRachel Wessel ..................LifestylesMeghan Lee ............................NewsJordan Stevens ........................NewsEthan Hutchcraft ....................SportsHunter Edwards .....................SportsCristina Yeverino................ReporterAlysia Garvalena ................ReporterJean-Damien Bouyer ..........ReporterErin Finley .........................ReporterEthan Hutchcraft ........ PhotographerCindy Moore ....................... Adviser
 the Dodger staff
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 Mr. Good BeanCoffee Trolley50¢ off
 any medium or large drink
 Cappuccinos • Mochas • Fruit SmoothiesLattes • Frozen Mocha • Chai Tea • Italian Soda
 2701 Gary • Dodge City, KS
 Expires March 26, 2010
 The Breakup
 The clock ticks. My leg shakes. An infinite amount of time passes as I grow more and more impatient. Am I awaiting a test? Am I watching the Olympics? Am I waiting for that outrageously funny Super Bowl commercial to come back on so that I may once more enjoy its IRONY? No.. I'm waiting for my worthless, stupid, selfish, inconsiderate, nauseating, vile, evil computer to load FarmVille already!
 It's a sad tale really. You see my computer wasn't always like this. In its glory days I could download music, listen to music, surf the Internet, and play Solitaire simultaneously. But then it changed. I don't know what I did to make it hate me, but it does, and I miss the fun we used to have together.
 When I was younger we would spend hours in a delightful session of The Sims 2. And while the game completely depleted its virtual memory, I thought it had forgiven me. I mean who wouldn't want to spend days at a time recreating TV families in a virtual world of cartoonish people who have gigantic 3D green diamonds above their heads? If it didn't enjoy that, then I figured it would at least enjoy the fun of burning down virtual homes by leaving the oven unchecked for an extended period of time.
 But nooooo, it just continued to remind me, Your system is low in virtual memory; while this memory is being increased you may lose saved items, blah, blah, blah. I mean how impersonal is that? We've been through so much and this is how it speaks to me!? And then when I confronted it about this, it not only refused to give me a response, but it turned its fan on really really loud to tune out my yelling.
 A good amount of time has passed since those days. I've gone through four years of high school. And our relationship has seemed
 to be a good one during that time. It was there for me through the endless English papers, the 10-page lab reports, and even the writing of these columns. But again, something changed, and our once great relationship began to fall apart along with our so-called high speed Internet.
 But I don't blame it. I don't even blame the Internet service. I blame PCs in general. I mean seriously? If Apple can make it so that their computers never contract viruses, why can't you? I'll tell you why they can't. It is because they want us to spend thousands of dollars on the antivirus software that is also made and sold by them. In fact, I wouldn't at all be surprised if it were to come to light that they produced the viruses too just so that we would have to buy the antivirus software.
 Sorry, I'm ranting. I just hate PCs. One day you can share good laugh with them like you would with an old friend and the next you're in a battle of the wits, where the loser is somehow always you unless you just unplug the thing. I like to think as Praying Mantes. Like the mates, they lure you in with their new features that they ripped off from Apple, and then, when you've put all of your love and trust into them, they cut your head off in an angry and bloody final confrontation.
 And while my computer and I haven't quite come to that point yet, I can't help but feel that the day is inevitable. Together we discovered sneezing Pandas, the numa numa dude, laughing babies, CHaRleh bit Meh, even the StarWars kid. We saw David go to the dentist. We chuckled at Chocolate Rain. We chortled at one seriously over dramatic prairie dog. We laughed pointedly at the gem sweater lady. But then it went in for the kill, and plunging a knife deep into my heart it took away my little jewels of the Internet and everything else important to me to a far-away land of despair. No more StarWars kid. No more prairie dogs. No more gem sweaters. Now, with my computer taking 20 years to load a page, YouTube is all but inaccessible in my life.
 I'm sorry but this is
 the final straw. The camels back has snapped in half. I just have to let my computer go. We've been through a lot over the years, but we've both grown, and changed. I'm not the same person I was then, and I know that it can't be the same as it used to be. And so my dear computer, I say to you, 'Goodbye, dear dear friend. I have a new love in my life. And its name is the MacBook which myincredible,spectacular,amazingparents couldpossiblygivemeasagraduationpresentiftheyfeltI'veworkedhardenoughtheselast12yearstoreceiveone.ImeaniftheyreallyfeltthatmyconsciousefforttoatleastmaintainanA-BaverageonmyreportcardsthroughoutschoolmeantsomethingandIdeservedadecentrewardformyachievements... I’m just saying.
 And to you my trusted-friend-turned-fiend computer, I wish you the best with all of your outdatedness and whatnot. And remember, we'll always have Paris, or, at least that time I Googled it.
 -Anthony Reardon
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 Q&A with Jodi Picoult
 Her purpose in writing books:“To get people talking about issues that we’d rather pretend don’t exist.”
 Luke Bunker: Has one specific book or character of yours impacted you personally? As a writer?Jodi Picoult: Every book, and every character impacts me personally - or I wouldn’t have picked the topic in the first place.
 LB: Are any characters in your book based on anyone in your life?JP: No.
 What, if anything, do you hope readers take away from your books?I hope they keep asking questions, and maybe rethink their opinions.  That they be willing to hear the other side’s POV.
 Where is your favorite place to read? Write?I read anywhere - and as for writing, in my office (upstairs in the attic of my house).
 What has been your favorite vacation, and why?The time my family went to the Galapagos.  It’s just an incredible place that’s totally untouched and I fear it won’t be like that forever.
 Do you try to read reviews on your books, or stay away from them? If so, has a review or profile ever changed your perspective on your work?I say every year I won’t read them
 and every year I do.  I don’t mind reviews that are honest but I hate reviewers who are just griping because they wish THEY wrote books too.  But a review is one person’s opinion - it’s important to remember that.
 Do you ever find yourself reading or not wanting to read your own works after their publication?I’m too busy to do that!
 In your opinion, what event(s) in history have had the greatest impact on our world?Soooo many.  Most of which center on intolerance:  Jesus’s historical death; the Holocaust; 9/11.
 If you could have written one book in all of literary history, which one would it have been?One of mine!  I’d rather MAKE literary history!
 What do you think about the movie adaptations of your books?They are never “the book.”  They are a way to get readers who might never have heard of me to read my books - and in that sense they are very successful.  I have had more control over the TV adaptations than the movie of My Sister’s Keeper.  I think that was a disappointment because in changing the ending, they changed the message of the
 story.
 Your latest book, House Rules, tells the story of a teenage boy with Asperger’s Syndrome who has difficulty expressing himself and is accused of murder. What prompted you to write this book, about this topic?I wanted to write about how the justice system breaks down if you don’t communicate a certain way.
 Each March, you release a new book. Do you ever find it difficult to meet the deadline, or do you ever feel that the deadline somehow puts a limit on your creativity or gets in the way of your creative process?If it did, the books wouldn’t come out in March.  I’d rather get the manuscript perfect than meet a deadline.
 Is there anything in particular that upsets you as a writer?The business of publishing, which looks to the past instead of the future.
 Is there anything in particular that you are scared or afraid of as a writer?No.
 If you could work with any author, who would it be?
 I can’t really say I’d want to work WITH someone, but it’s fun to do events with them - I’d say Alice Hoffman, who’s a friend of mine. John Grisham, because he’s so charming.
 What’s your favorite part of a book?The ending.
 Have you ever experienced writer’s block?Nope.
 How do you feel about the Kindle, nook, and other e-readers?Anything that gets people reading is great; and anyone who says the e-reader will be the death of the printed word is wrong.  People will never want to give up the feel of holding a book.
 #1 New York Times Bestselling Author participates in a Q&A with the Dodger
 House RulesReleases Mar. 2, 2010Jodi Picoult - “jo-dee pee-koh”
 How do you say her name?
 BIBL
 IOG
 RAPH
 Y
 TRANSITIONTOFILMThe PactPlain TruthThe Tenth CircleMy Sister’s Keeper
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 1909 N. 14th Avenue • Suite C • Dodge City, KS 67801
 620.338.8633
 Rod Koehler, ATC • Cindy Fiegenbaum, CPTAWhitney Stapleton, PT
 Commercial & ResidentialRemodeling • Additions • Acoustical Ceilings
 Metal Studs •Reroofing •Roof Repairs
 P.O. Box 997 • 1200 13th Ave. • Dodge City, Ks 67801620.227.6683 • Fax 620.227.6689
 866.354.6683www.lrleecontracting.com • [email protected]
 L.R. Lee Contracting
 New year brings new set of driving laws
 Thirty-five seconds is a very short time period accomplish anything. It’s hard to imagine an entire city being destroyed in 35 seconds, but on Jan. 12, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake struck Haiti with an epicenter about 16 miles from the nation’s capital, Port-au-Prince.
 The earthquake affected an es-timated three million people and the president of Haiti stated that around 170,000 were dead. A non-estimated number of children, somewhere in the thousands, were also left homeless and orphaned.
 Eleven days after the quake hit Haiti, the United Nations stat-ed that they were calling off the search and rescue efforts. Officials stated that after three days, the chances of finding survivors were
 slim, although many were found after that critical time frame. One 23-year-old man was found on the 11th day after the disaster hit. He was the last survivor found.
 In efforts to give the children better lives, many groups from the United States went to Haiti to bring the children back to the US to be adopted by Americans. The Haitian government, however, is reluctant to allow the children to leave in hopes that their families still may be in Haiti, just missing. The government also fears that the children are being trafficked and sold into slavery.
 <quote from dusso about child trafficking in Haiti>.
 Immediately after news of the quake traveled to the US, President Obama pledged $100 million in
 relief funds, with the likelihood of more later. Obama stated that he would “not put up with any excus-es for us not doing the very best in this time of tragedy.”
 Search and rescue troops, the coastguard, and also American soldiers were sent to join the relief effort.
 <quote from student about re-lief funds>
 Celebrities are also doing their part to join the Haiti relief effort. BET hosted a telethon event in-cluding Chris Brown, P Diddy, Jus-tin Bieber, Ludacris, Pitt Bull, and many other celebrities. The event was to promote callers to donate money for relief efforts. Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt donated $1 mil-lion and Lance Armstrong donated $250,000 through his Livestrong
 campaign. Tiger Woods donated a cargo plane to transport relief to Haiti.
 A remake of the song “We Are the World” was also released at the opening ceremony of the 2010 Winter Olympics. A choir made up of 81 celebrities came together to re-release the song and put it to a more upbeat and modern track. The song and video are available for purchase with profits going to the Haiti relief fund through the We Are The World Foundation.
 In the following months, Haiti must work together with the world to try and rebuild the disaster area and follow the words written by Michael Jackson: “There comes a time, when we head a certain call, when the world must come togeth-er as one.”
 Disaster strikes, hope rises to the surface in Haiti
 -Cristina Yeverino Each Year over 5,000 teens,
 ages 16 to 20, die due to fatal injuries caused car accidents. About 400,000 drivers, age 16 to 20, will be seriously injured. A new law, effective on Jan. 1 2010, will hopefully help decrease teen accidents. To correctly determine how the Graduated Driver’s License law will affect a driver, first answer this question: Did you obtain an instruction permit, farm permit, or restricted license prior to Jan. 1 2010?
 If yes, then the new requirements do not apply. If no, then all of the new requirements and restrictions will apply. The new driving law states that in order to receive an unrestriced license a teenager must first obtain an intermediate license. Requirements without driver education include: must have a learner permit for at least six months, learner permit is available at age 15 1/2, must have no traffic convictions on driving record, and must have passed driving skills exam.
 Driving privileges include from 5 a.m. to 10 p.m., unless for activities related to school church or anytime accompanied by licensed driver at least 21 years old. Only one passenger or only people who live in driver's home or any passenger if accompanied by licensed driver at least 21 years old. An unrestricted license requires a teenager to have an intermediate license for at least a year, must have no traffic convictions on driving record OR must be at
 exams. Drivers have no passenger or time restrictions.
 least 18 years old and must have passed all driving and vision
 ''I don't think there's going to be much difference with the new driving age,'' said Officer Dennis Cork.
 Texting while driving is another law that was passed. Cell phone business are launching PSA's about this problem to not text while driving. Texting while driving is another leading cause of car accidents.
 ''If I see somebody texting while driving, I will pull them over,'' said Cork.
 -Codi Ehrlich
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 High Plains Land & TitleAbstracts & Title Insurance
 Ford, Gray & Meade CountiesP.O. Box 878 • 107 Gunsmoke • Dodge City, KS
 620.225.6574 • Fax 620.225.6576Toll Free 1.800.279.6811
 [email protected] K. Lee
 Licensed Title Agent & Closer
 Next school year, students of DCHS will be given a “great op-portunity” to learn how to become quality business leaders, entrepre-neurs, and employees in the form of Youth Entrepreneurs Kansas (YEK), a new business class at Dodge City High School. “We are a hand-on, activities- and proj-ects-based class that teaches the students to have an ‘ownership’ mindset when approaching busi-ness,” said Kara Belew, YEK Pro-gram Director for the Wichita area.
 “Dodge City has huge op-portunities for entrepreneurs and a high school with a diverse population; combined, we see the potential for great things to hap-pen. We need three things to be successful in a new community – a good teacher, administrative support, and a commitment from the community to support the class. Dodge City has exceeded our expectations in all three.”
 Melody Head, business teacher at DCHS, will be lead-ing the year-long class, which will meet every other day.
 “I have never taught this course before,” said Head. “But I believe my favorite part is going to be the interaction between the students, community, and YEK employees. This will be a great mix of brain-power working towards a common goal – learning about entrepreneur-ship with hands-on activities.”
 Students who enroll in and are selected to take the YEK class (if there is greater demand than class space) will be participating in a number of activities, including field
 trips, competitions, workshops, the creation of their own business plans, and many other activities.
 “We will kick off the year with a field trip to Wichita to meet other YEK students and learn just how valuable this class can be if they choose to invest themselves,” said Belew. “[In] mid-October, students will do a bid for venture capital that results in a loan from YEK to purchase goods for Mar-ket Day to be sold to their fellow students for a profit; YEK students keep the profit they make at market day. Competitions are held for the best business plans in the class, the region, and the state. State win-ners advance to nationals with an all-expense-paid trip to New York City and a chance to win $10,000.”
 Many students, such as Vanessa Nuñez, 11, have enrolled in and are looking forward to the class.
 “I enrolled in YEK because I think it will benefit me in possibly steering me towards a career op-tion,” said Nuñez. “What attracts me to YEK is having my own sense of independence and possibly be-ing my own boss in the future.”
 According to Belew, both the community and district have been supportive of the new class.
 “The Dodge City community has been very receptive to YEK starting a class at the high school,” said Belew. “They have expressed interest in being Business Plan Advisors, supporting the class as speakers, and monetarily. We have been very excited by their willingness to invest in the future entrepreneurs of their community.”
 Both Head and Belew
 have high expectations of what students will take away from their YEK experience.
 “Students will leave the class with a great understanding of how important knowledge, personal con-nections, and an understanding of how a good business plan will help
 them be successful entrepreneurs.” According the YEK web-
 site, www.yeks.org, YEK was founded in 1991 by the Charles G. Koch Charitable Foundation, and is a public, not-for-profit foundation, funded completely by private donations. For more information, visit www.yeks.org.
 It’s still early in the year, but preparations for the “big band trip” are already underway. The desti-nation of the trip was announced to band students in late January.
 Band students will be trav-eling to Orlando, Fla., in late December. They will stay there for about five days.
 “(Students) will spend five days with some of their closest friends performing and touring. (It is) such a rare opportunity,” said Erica Lindberg, director of bands.
 The band takes one of these “big trips” every four years. “It’s tradition,” according to Lindberg.
 “I really like traveling with the band, because they feel like a big family,” said Bryan Sanchez, 10.
 While band students are in Or-lando, they will be participating in the Citrus Parade and the Dis-ney Parade of Lights. There will also be sightseeing and, of course, taking a trip to Disney World.
 “I’m excited about going to Disney World because we are go-ing to see Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck,” said Sanchez.
 The price of traveling on the
 band trip is quite high and stu-dents are already preparing for upcoming fundraisers. The band will be doing three extra fundrais-ers this year, in addition to the usual ones. The PRIDE kicked off their trash bag and recycled bag fundraiser earlier this month. Later in the school year they will also be selling cookbooks. A band garage sale is also in the works.
 Band students are also find-ing other ways to raise the money.
 “I am getting a job and my parents are helping me pay,” said Jorge Reyes, 10.
 Any community members who want to help the band can pur-chase items from band students. They can also “offer financial support to help offset the costs of such a large trip,” said Lindberg.
 The band trip is “an experi-ence of a lifetime,” according to Lindberg and thinks that all band students should try to attend.
 “They will get to perform for thousands of people and repre-sent our school/band program, said Lindberg. Most of all, it’s a very exciting trip to be taking.”
 -Luke Bunker
 -Erin Finley
 ‘Youth Entrepreneurs Kansas’ added to curriculum
 Band to travel to Orlando next year‘Big Band Trip’
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 15% Off SmallSpecial of the Week
 Expires March 19, 2010
 909 W. Wyatt Earp• Dodge City, KS620-789-5282
 “It’s A Pleasure!”Dodge City, Greensburg, Minneola,
 Satanta, Sublette“Member FDIC”
 We support the Dodge City High School
 Go Demons!
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 ke ‘
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 Salsa TASTE TEST
 Best FlavorHottest
 Best AromaBest Texture
 Sweetest Looks Best
 Tacos Jaliscos
 Riverwalk Cantina
 El Pastorcito
 The Other CompetitorsTostidosTaco Bell
 On the BorderHerdez
 El ZarapeSouth’s Special Recipe
 Happy Hour 1/2 Off Drinks, Slushes & Sides
 2-5 p.m.
 Bring School I.D to Receive 10% Off Total Purchase
 1903 N. 14th • Dodge City, KS620.227.3200
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 2010 Ford MustangF150
 200 E. Wyatt EarpDodge City, KS 67801
 620-227-3171
 Dates to Watch2010
 Feb.26-27 StateWrestlingMarch5 NoSchoolMarch5 Lastdayof3rdQuarterMarch6-13 StateBowlingMarch10 StateBasketballMarch14 DaylightSavingsTimeBeginsMarch13-21 SpringBreakMarch17 St.Patrick’sDayMarch25-27 SpringPlay7p.m.April1 2hourEarlyDissmissalApril1 Band,ChoirOrchestraConcertApril2 NoSchoolApril10 PromApril14 NoSchoolApril21-23 ParentTeacherConferencesApril22 EarlyDismissal(11:30)April23 NoSchool
 1712 Central • P.O. Box 176Dodge City, KS 67801
 620.225.2888 • 1.800.779.0753Fax: [email protected]
 Susie Reardon
 Science Olympiad makes third consecutive trip to state-Codi Ehrlich
 TheScienceOlympiadteamisonceagainstatebound.Afterfin-ishinginfirstplaceintheregionalcompetition in Garden City, theScienceOlympiad teamwill headtoWichita State inApril to com-peteatthestatelevel.
 On Feb. 4, the team traveledtoGardenCity to compete in theregional competition. The teamplaced in all 20 events, six ofwhichwerefirstplace.Forthepastthreeyears,theteamhaswonthiscompetition.
 The six first place finishes in-clude: Anatomy & Physiology,CellBiology,ChemistryLab,Ecol-ogy,EnvironmentalChemistryandFossils.
 “Weknewwehadtogetfirsttogotostate,”saidTannerMiller,11,“sowhenwe foundout, everyonewasreallypumped!”
 The Science Olympiad teamthen traveled toKapaunMt. Car-mel on Feb. 6 to compete in aninvitational event against manyWichitateams.Placingfifthover-allasa team,DCHSplaced in11events. Thisisadrasticimprove-mentfromlastyear’seventwheretheteamplacedinonlytwoevents.
 “The Kapaun event is always
 more difficult than our regionals.Itwasawesomethateveryonedidsowell in their events,” said Fri-yanaShah,11.
 Codi Ehrlich, 12, and BrettMock,10,broughthome theonlyfirstplacefinishintheireventWriteIt/DoIt.Inthisevent,onepartnerhastowriteinstructionsonhowtoconstruct a pre-built object,whiletheotherpartnermustfollowthosedirectionstobuildthatobject.
 The Science Olympiad teamalsoplacedsecondin twoof theirevents. Kenzie Schlegel, 11, andKatySalmans,12,placedsecondinEcology.Inthisevent,thepartnersanswerquestions in the formofatest.InthePhysicsLab,ShahandEhrlich also placed second. ThiseventconsistedofconstructingfanbladesandattachingthemtoaCDto test howmuch voltage the fanwould generate. The event alsoincludedatest.
 Twogroupsalsobroughthomethird placefinishes at theKapaunMt.CarmelInvitational.TimSpen-cer,10,andMockplacedwiththeirEgg-o-naut. Competitors were toconstructa rocketoutofpopbot-tlesandlaunchit.Insidetherocketwasanegg,whichhadtolandsafe-lyandunbroken.JasmineEstrada,
 10, and Spencer also placed thirdinRemoteSensing.
 “You are just givenmaps thathavedataon themandyou try tointerpretwhattheymean,”repliedEstradawhen askedwhatRemoteSensingentailed.
 The Science Olympiad teamwill continue to prepare in theireventsforthestatecompetitiontobeheldonApril3.Smile. PosingwiththetrophyareLeannManriquez, Katie Salmans, MiriamMacedo,KenzieSchlegel,BrettMock,andBryanArmenta.•Courtesy Photo
 Careful, careful. AaronDelzeit,10,andBryanArmenta,11,competeintheelevatedbridgeastheyhangweightstotesttheefficiencyofthebridge.•Courtesy Photo
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 Complete Floral Service • Gifts Plants • Balloons
 2600 Central • Gibson MallDodge City, KS 67801
 620.227.6861 • 1.800.536.6861Sharon & Leon Wilson, Ownerswww.alshumbleflowers.com
 Kelly S. Henrichs, D.D.S.
 100 Ross Blvd., #2CDodge City, KS 67801
 620.225.6555
 Ehrlich, Edwards named Homecoming Queen, King
 -Rachel WesselDCHS Winter Homecom-
 ing 2010 has come and gone andwalking away with crowns wereCodiEhrlichandHunterEdwards.Taking homevictories forthe night wereboth boysand girls var-sity basketballagainstColby.
 “When Iheard themcall my name,itwas the bestfeeling in theworld. It waslikeIsawWillFerrell and hegot down on one knee and askedme to marry him,” said WinterHomecomingQueenCodiEhrlich.
 This year’s homecoming con-sisted of athletes participating inwinter sports such as basketball,bowling,andwrestling.
 Each teamwas responsible for
 their own nomination method.Each candidatemustmeet certainrequirements. These included:must be a senior, involved in awinter sport, and had not been
 nominatedforfallhomecoming orFloorshow.
 C a n d i d a t e swere as follows:boys’ basketball:Valerie Ortiz andLandon Head,andTaylor Schin-stock and Ter-rence Williams;girls’ basketball:TerynGuillenandVino DeLaRosa,and Codi Ehrlich
 andMilesMorin;wrestling:Anna-belle Smith and Hunter Edwards,and Fernanda Ibave and BrandonVasquez,andforbowling:CynthiaMoralesandAlexSimmons.
 SpiritWeekwasalittledifferentbecauseofanalldaystaffinserviceonWednesday,Feb.10.
 Tonight’s Gonna Be a Good Night.StaffandstudentsperformthepopulardanceasseenonOprahduringthepepassembly,Feb.11.•Photo Acevedo
 Eachyear,theschoolyearbook,theSou’Wester,issubmittedtotheNationalScholasticPressAssocia-tion for critiquing. This year the2010
 Sou’Wester received the cov-eted All-American Award. Onlyafewschoolsnationwideearnthisaward.
 The yearbook’s theme for the2009bookwas“Everybody’sTalk-ing.”Thebookincludedmorethat750 quotations from students andstaff.
 The judging is based on fivemarks of distinction. In order toreceive the All-American Award,the yearbook must be awardedfour of the five elements. ThefivemarksofdistinctionareCon-cept/Essentials,Coverage,Design,Writing/Editing,andPhotography.The Sou’Wester received marksofdistinction in all categoriesbutphotography.
 The judge was especiallypleasedwiththedesign.
 “Turning the usual yearbooksizeon its sidewasan interestingidea.Pageswereattractive,engag-ing and well-presented,” said theNSPAjudge.
 Although theyearbookdidnotreceive a mark of distinction inphotography,therewerestillsomecommendableaspects.
 “[There were] many good ac-tion photos, especially the domi-nantphotos,”saidthejudge.
 The yearbook staff is verypleasedtoreceivethisawardforalltheirhardwork.
 “I thinkit isabigaccomplish-ment for our yearbook staff, andit shows us what we need to doto better ourselves for this year’sbook,”saidEthanHutchcraft,12.
 This was just one of severalsuchawardsreceivedby theyear-bookprograminthelastfewyears.
 -Erin Finley
 Sou’Wester ‘09 earnsAll-American award
 Crowned Winter Royalty. Codi Eh-rlich,12,andHunterEdwards,12taketheircrownandscepterfromlastyear’sHomecomingQueenCheyenneSchell-hamer.•Photo Rangel
 “We went for a “Red-Out” atthe game Thursday night,” saidSTUCO sponsor Michael Pelton.“The student section did a greatjob of showing their Red DemonSpirit!”
 At the pep assembly Feb. 11,selectstudentsandstaffperformedthe dance “Tonight’sGonnaBe aGood Night” by The Black EyedPeasasseenonOprah.
 “The dance was exhilarating,”said participant Tyson Carpenter,12.“Ipracticednonstopallweek.Andintheend,itturnedouttobeoneof thegreatest experiencesofmylife!”
 Winter Homecoming festivities
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 Everyone has a unique handwriting style, correct? Well, what does that mean? What does your handwriting say about you? Graphologists are people who analyze handwriting for a living, and many are doing it online. There are multiple websites that have tests and many sites have the list (below) in which you can analyze the handwritings collected at the sides. Just decide what category the handwriting falls under and read what it means.
 If letters slant to the left: Indicates introspection and a lot of emotional control.If letter slant to the right: Reveals a person who's outgoing, friendly, impulsive, and emotion-ally open.If letters are straight up and down: The sign of someone who's ruled by the head, not the heart.Letters that slant in more than one direction: Indicates versatility and adaptability.An erratic slant (no certain course): Usually means a lack of flexibility.Heavy pressure writing (like you can feel the rib made on the back of the paper): The writer is agi-tated.Moderate pressure (the writing is dark, but you can't feel the rib on the other side of the paper): Shows ability to deal with stress.Light pressure:Indicates someone who seems to take life in stride.Tiny letters: Indicate the writer is has somewhat low self esteem but is intelligent.Small letters: The hallmark of quiet, introspective types - they're generally detail-oriented and have good concentration.Large letters: Sign of a confident, easygoing individual.Huge letters: Indicate someone
 who's theatrical, usually loud, and needs to be the center of attention at all times.Wide letters (their width and height are about the same): The mark of someone who's open and friendly.Narrow letters: Show someone who's somewhat shy and inhibited but very self-disciplined.Letters that don't touch: Indicate an impulsive, artistic, sometimes impractical free thinker.Some letters connecting: Means the writer's personality blends logic and intuition.All letters making contact: The sign of someone who's highly cautious.A curved first mark: Shows a person who's traditional and plays by the rules.A straight beginning stroke: Reveals someone who's rigid and doesn't like being told what to do.A final stroke straight across: The writer is cautious.An end mark that curves up: Reveals generosity.Perfect penmanship: The hallmark of a communicative person.An indecipherable scrawl: Indicates a person who's secretive, closed-up and likes to keep his thoughts to himself.
 -
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 Stressed Out?Feeling a little
 Signs of StressPhysical
 Headache Rash Nervousness Stomachaches Fast Heart Beat Increased Urination Perspiration
 Mental Lack of Concentration Forgetfulness Drop in school performance Unable to study Carelessness
 Emotional Bored Anger Outbursts Nightmares Depressed Scared Withdrawn Fighting
 Dodger Asks...How do you deal with stress?
 Hannah Hoskinson, 11 Talia Falcon, 10 Cale Morrow, 9
 “I be a man about it and deal with whatever comes.”
 Luke Schneweis, 12
 “I “complain” to my friends about it.”
 Stress is everywhere and almost everyone experiences it continu-ously.
 What is stress? It is a feeling the body produces when it feels it’s in danger. There are two kinds of stress, there is good and bad stress.
 How can stress be good? It can be when it is short-term because this extra energy can be used to help one perform at one’s best.
 Stress is bad when it be-comes long-term, which drains all energy and ability for one to perform at one’s best. Once stress becomes long-term it can cause headaches, moodi-ness, weakened immune sys-tem, and trouble sleeping.
 Common short-term side ef-fects of stress are a fast heartbeat, headache, stiff neck or tight shoul-ders, back pain, fast breathing, sweating/sweaty palms, and an upset stomach, nausea, or diarrhea.
 Now, stress is not always avoid-able, but there are ways to cope with it.
 First, learn to manage time. Once time management is a part of life, it is much easier to see which things are top priority and which are not.
 Next, find a balance. Try to make work or sports equal to school, if the time is put in equally, this will eliminate stress. How can work/sports balances out to equal school? Figure out where school can fit into, maybe the hour spent on Facebook every evening can be cut into 15 minutes.
 Then, make sure somewhere from seven to nine hours of sleep are acquired each night. Do not try to make up for lost sleep through-out the week on the weekend; it will reset the body’s internal clock making it harder to get up on Mon-day!
 Next, try to eat healthier. Eating healthy is the body’s best defense against stress. {Stress Reducing Foods- Oatmeal, Whole-grain ce-reals breads and pastas, sweets or soda (short-term relief), oranges,
 spinach, salmon/tuna, black tea, pistachios, avocados, almonds, raw veggies, toast and jam, warm milk, herbal supplements.}
 If healthy foods don’t sound good, there is always exercis-ing. From a simple walk to lift-ing weights, physical activity can reduce stress because endorphins
 are increased in the body while cortisol (stress-hormone) is significantly decreasing. Not only can exercising reduce stress, it can also help one lose weight, which can also cause stress.
 Writing about the stress is also proven to
 help reduce it and find the cause of it, which in the end can help one deal with it better in the future. Talking to a friend or family mem-ber is another healthy way of cop-ing with stress. Sometimes they can help solve the problem with a different point of view. Also, do-ing something enjoyable can re-duce stress, such as doing a hobby, hanging out with friends, being creative, and meditation.
 If all else fails, just breathe.
 “stress is not always avoidable, but there are ways to cope”
 -Rachel Wessel
 “Being organized and having order helps me.”
 “I listen to music and try to keep organized.”
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 -Kristi SouthThe Fine Arts department has done it again.
 This year’s musical, directed by Kelly Knedler, was once again a blockbuster, according to many.
 Students were tested several times throughout the musical, keeping straight faces in front of something hilarious, and learning a different language. Students spent at least five days a week from December until showtime, practicing dances, lines, and songs.
 All that time together brought a group of people together to form relationships. Students learned how people acted in certain situations and learned others reacted to certain things. Learning all this up front, the cast became a great big family.
 “I will remember the fun we all had as a cast. You spend several hours every day with these people and you get close,” said Brett Eichman, 12.
 Although the students did a lot of work, they didn’t do it alone. Knedler had people helping him along with the cast. Assistant directors Lynde Lembright, Nikki Salem, and Rachel Rickner were a big part in the show as well, working in all areas that needed assistance. DCHS teacher Michele Mitchell was in charge of costuming and was assisted by Lembright, Rachelle Banning, JoEllen Stremel, and members of the cast and crew. Every Saturday, the cast, crew, and parents worked eight hours on the set pieces to bring the show to life.
 “[I will remember] Set-Build-Saturdays [the most],” said Jared Stremel, 11. “Eight hours of work for four Saturdays in a row really made me appreciate all the time and effort our directors, choreographers, and costume designer put into this show.”
 For many students, this production was their first time on stage, and for others, their last. While their experience may differ, their lack of enthusiasm did not. For Morrow and several others this was their first DCHS musical.
 “The musical was a great experience,” said Talia Falcon, 10. “There are a lot of hard working and talented people involved in it and it’s great working with them.”
 For the seniors, this was their last high school musical. They made this show one to remember, working hard to perform those three nights.
 “‘Millie’ was my last musical at the high school, and I’ll always remember it as an amazing final show. Being in the musicals was one of the best parts of high school for me, and I know I’ll remember them forever,” said Amanda Dahna, 12.
 Before the show started rehearsals, there were auditions where students tried out for a
 part in front of all the other applicants. They were required to sing a song, dance, and read lines from four different scenes of the musical. For some, auditions were harder than the show.
 “The audition was definitely a lot scarier than the actual show,” said Falcon. “[The show] helped me learn a whole different side of music, like the Broadway sound of things.”
 And for others, the show was harder than auditions.
 “The show [was scarier to me than the audition], when I auditioned I went with all my friends and had a lot of fun. The show was much scarier. On the last night the auditorium was packed, performing in front of all those people was a lot scarier than the audition,” said Morrow. “Doing the musical was an incredible experience that I would love to repeat over and over again.”
 After auditions was when the grueling processes of memorization and practice began. Students rehearsed for hours on their own and with others, making many memories while doing so.
 “[The best part of the show was] doing it with all of my friends. We have tons of fun on and off stage,” said Kim Schmalz, 12.
 Some of the cast experienced difficulty in learning their parts because of the language it was in. Characters Ching Ho (Stremel) and Bun Foo (Morrow) had to learn almost all their lines in Mandarin Chinese. Additionally, Mrs. Meers (Keesa Shrader) had to have a Chinese accent for almost the whole show and also learn some lines in Mandarin Chinese.
 “Memorizing my Chinese lines [was the hardest part for me,]” said Stremel. “It took me literally the entire month of January after part of December trying to learn and memorize them all.”
 All characters in the show had that one thing that took them the longest to learn or was the hardest for them to do. For some, it was dancing, while for others it was a particular song. With these difficulties the students learned to push through the hard time teaching them perseverance as well as good work ethics.
 “The most difficult part of ‘Millie’ was learning my waltz scene,” said Dahna. “I don’t dance...Shamus had to lift me onto his shoulder! I now have a greater appreciation for how much balance the cheerleaders need to do their lifts.”
 For Eichman it was his songs that gave them the most trouble.
 “The most difficult part was the range,” said Eichman. “I am a bass and my character sings a higher tenor part. It was challenging.”
 For most of the lead characters in the show, this was not their first performance, and
 it will most likely not be their last. Pyle had been the lead in the Depot Theatre Company’s “Cinderella” summer 2009 so the spotlight wasn’t new to her. Dahna was also not a stranger to the stage; she has been in many DCHS and Depot Theatre productions prior to ‘Millie.’
 “I loved Cinderella because, seriously, who doesn’t want to be a princess?! Millie was so real, and I loved that too! Cinderella’s music was floaty and high whereas Millie was all about belting. Millie was a larger part and definitely a bigger challenge,” said Pyle.
 “Being Miss Dorothy was very much the same as being Cosette in ‘Les Mis’,” said Dahna. “I enjoy being the innocent one who’s always falling in love.”
 But for some this show was the first real “lead” they’ve had, creating new challenges for them.
 “It was a VERY new experience for me to be the center of the stage. I enjoyed it but I was a little nervous in the beginning,” said Schmalz.
 Participating in the production gave the students the chance to learn what life was like in New York City in 1922. Some of the students had to make drastic changes in their appearance and/or attitude to fit their character.
 “I had to cut off all my hair because Millie was a ‘modern’ and ‘moderns’ have bobs. It was totally worth it because it really helped me get into character,” said Pyle “Being Millie really taught me the power of my work ethic. I realized that I don’t have to have remarkable amounts of raw talent to be truly successful.”
 The cast and crew learned how much work went into a show, how to manage their time, and how serious something like this was. They also became better actors and actresses in this show by learning what kind of emotion was needed.
 “[The best part of the shows was] the stage time! It’s really fun to be a completely different person with different feelings and a whole new language to make a good storyline great,” said Stremel. “[Having a lead this year], I felt as though I had to show my dedication to the show, to the rest of the cast more than other times, to encourage and excite them for our performances.”
 Overall, the show was a great success having ticket sales and Adopt-a-Character sales that knocked Les Miserables out of the water. The show was given awards at the Tonys when it first hit the stage and now is making its way to high schools all over.
 “’Millie’ was successful because of the vast amount of effort by everyone,” said Pyle, 11. “I am so proud to have been a part of this spectacular show.”
 “Millie” a ‘Thoroughly’ delightful show
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     We’ve all seen those kids in the hall who  look as  though  they  feel alone  in  this  world.  Some  of  us want  to  talk  to  them and befriend them,  but  don’t  for  fear  of  losing social  status.  I’m  sure  not  all  the kids who look like this are suicidal, but  some  are.  Is  there  a  way  to keep them alive? Talking to them, inviting  them  to  your  house?  Or is it all of them? Are they the ones who have to change their mind set? How could you save a life?     In the new movie «To Save a Life,» Roger Dawson (Robert Bailey Jr.) is one of these kids. Growing up he saved  a  life,  his  best  friend's  life.         Jake  Taylor  (Randy  Wayne) was about to be hit by a car when Roger jumped in front of him, and in doing so Roger was hurt. Roger was  forever  cursed  with  a  limp 
 that  caused  him  to  be  laughed  at by  others.  Roger  and  Jake  stayed friends  until their  freshman year  of  high school.  When Jake was invited to  a  party  in which  Roger was  not  invited, things  changed. From  that  point Jake  became the  popular  kid in  sports  with all  the  friends and  forgot about  Roger, the  person who  saved  him  from  injury.     Their senior year Roger, fed up with  life,  brings  a  gun  to  school. 
 He shoots it  in the air and then as Jake  approaches him he puts  it  to 
 his  chin.  Jake tells  him,  «You don't  wanna  do this.»  Roger replies,  «It's too  late...  like you ever  cared» and  then  shoots himself,  killing himself  right before  Jake's eyes. And  that's just the first five minutes  of  the movie. 
     The movie goes on to show the  trials  and  tribulations  that teens  experience  in  high  school, and how Jake handles them. Jake's 
 girlfriend Amy  (Deja  Kreutzberg) tries to convince him that he didn't do  anything  wrong  (in  causing Roger's death). Jake says that was the  point;  he  didn't  do  anything. He  didn't  befriend  him  again.  He didn't  stick  up  for  him  when  he was  being  ridiculed.  He  didn't  do anything. 
 This  movie  really  challenges you to think about what things you could  do  to  save  a  life.  Whether that  means,  inviting  someone  to your  lunch  table,  or  just  saying hi  in  the  hall.  Not  everyone  has family and friends who love them, and we don't realize that this is true.         Everyone from middle school on up should see  this movie, and not just watch it, but act on what they learn from it.  
 Small movie, powerful impact
 -Luke Bunker“What  would  you  do  if  the 
 employee working along side you just happened to be your company boss?   And  you  had  no  idea who he  or  she was?    Chief  executives of major corporations did just that –  they  went  undercover,  inside their  own  companies,  to  get  an education about what it’s like being an average Joe.” 
 This  is  the  premise  for  one  of CBS’s  latest  shows,  “Undercover Boss,” which debuted immediately after  the  Super  Bowl,  and  will appear  every Sunday at 8:00 p.m. CST. 
 The  show  could  have  gone either  way  with  this  topic,  but found a good show-starter in Larry O’Donnell,  President  and  CEO of  Waste  Management.    Using  a different name, O’Donnell worked with  his  employees  by  sorting cardboard from trash at a recycling 
 center,  picking  up  windblown trash,  doing  administrative  work, cleaning  and  emptying  portable toilets  at  a  carnival,  and  working 
 on a trash pickup route. The show does a unique service 
 for corporations, letting executives see  if  the  policies  that  they make in  their  boardrooms  work  and are  carried  out  in  the  field.    For 
 example,  O’Donnell  goes  to  a landfill in upstate New York to see if  his  cost-cutting  measures  are effective; instead, he finds just the 
 o p p o s i t e –  workers are  doing m u l t i p l e j o b s , and  are s e v e r e l y underpaid.  He  meets a  young w o m a n who  works hard  and has  an a m a z i n g 
 story, who invites him to her home (that she can no longer afford) for dinner. 
 On his journey, O’Donnell met several  of  the  hardworking  and inspirational people who were  the 
 true  face of his company and was able  to  see  how  the  policies  he helped create were perhaps ruining his  company.    At  the  end  of  the show, O’Donnell  revealed  to each individual  his  true  identity,  and told  his  employees  what  he  had learned and what would result from his experience with them. 
 All  in  all,  “Undercover  Boss” may  sound  like  a  cheap  reality TV show, but instead it is at times deeply  moving  and  shows  that corporate  “bigwigs”  can  have  a heart.    The  show  debuts  during  a tough  economy  when  people  are turning  to  television  to  see  that things can change  for  the better – and  “Undercover  Boss”  fills  this void  with  class,  hope,  and  a  big heart. 
 UNDERCOVER Boss
 -Kristi South
 To Save a Life
 New show sparks reality for some executives
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 Give or Take?Do you think you give more or take
 more?“I probably take more.”Tausha Sanchez
 Senior
 Faculty
 Freshman
 Sophomore
 Junior
 DODGER Asks
 “I think I give more, because I’m always helping people and not expecting anything back.”-Blake Rumbaugh
 “I probably take more than I give. I don’t whine if I don’t get what I want, but de-pending on the person, I give more.”-Reace McCluskey
 “I like to take more.”-Rashaan Taylor
 “I give because I’ve been more of a giver than a taker.”-Mike Gillott
 -Trevor OttersteinAre you happy? Do you always get what
 you want? These answers vary from people who are happy but don’t always get what they want, to people who get everything they want, but are not truly happy. Some have both and some have none. I have found from my 18 short years on this earth, that when it comes down to whether you give or take, the person who gives usually triumphs in life in the long run.
 I have seen myself as a taker, inadvertently or intentionally. I have always been more prone to “get mine.” Now that sounds terrible, but does it mean that I’m incapable of caring about someone else? No.
 People get into patterns of taking more than giving because as they grew up, the more they took, the better off they were in the short run. But that’s what the problem is, it only helps for the short run, and it only benefits you.
 As some people grew up, they had it engrained in them to put themselves first. I have some friends like that, and while there are many people who put others first, the majority of the world is focused on getting what they want. Some of my friends helped me realize that I was taking a lot of things in life for granted.
 Think about the people you love. You would probably give up anything you had to make them happy. We all feel like that for certain people, but sometimes we tend to switch attitudes when it comes to the real world and our peers.
 Imagine this. What if you thought about a
 different person everyday, and you decided to give them something, anything from a gift to a reminder of your feelings for them? Maybe even let a random person know they look nice. If everyone did this, the world would be almost perfect. It’s the challenge of actually caring about someone else just because, and not because of who they are to you or what they mean to you. If we focused on giving, no one would be taking. They would be “accepting,” and that word goes a long way for multiple situations. It’s the simplest way to make everyone happy, but that attitude is impossible to get through to some people.
 So try it, see if you like it! Giving could be easier for you than taking. And you’ll never waste your time because as long as you try, you’re putting one more smile on someone’s face. Rather than taking and moving through life so fast, absorb everything you see around you. GIVE happiness. GIVE a reason to smile.
 This world is beautiful, and we take it for granted. Our families and loved ones too. We love them more than anything in this world, but sometimes we slip up on telling them everyday. I realized the other day how much I loved my parents for everything they did for me, and how blessed I was to grow up with that family and have them teach me how to live and make me who I am today. It struck me pretty hard that if they weren’t around, or they didn’t care as much, my life might be different right now. But they always showed love and compassion and put up with me everyday. So I had to tell them I loved them, and thank them for every little thing. As I told them I had a huge smile on with tears rolling down my face, and I couldn’t explain my feelings. It was one of the best feelings I’ve ever experienced to NOT take life for granted and to embrace every moment.
 Give or Take, there’s about a million reasons to smile. I say give.
 -Meghan LeeValentines Day is an annual holiday held on
 Feb. 14 celebrating love and affection between companions. It is traditionally a day on which lovers express their love for each other by pre-senting flowers, offering confectionery, and sending greeting cards-known as valentines.
 KAYS helped to make things a little easier by letting students purchase a carnation for only $1.00.
 “I personally really like the carnation sales that our school does. It’s an easy way to send a friend a gift and let them know they are loved,” said Reace McCluskey, 10.
 This is a DCHS KAY tradition. The profits this year will go to the Josh Slattery family and to UNICEF for Haiti.
 “I bought a lot of flowers for my girlfriends, and I know I made each one of their days, ” Ty-son Carpenter, 12, said.
 Carnations were sold during parent teacher conferences, during lunch and in Big D the week of Feb. 8.
 “I always want to do something extreme for my girlfriend. And the flowers I sent her were only the beginning. I know she had a great Val-entines Day,” said Rodolfo Hernandez, 12.
 KAY sells carnations for Valentine’s DayProfits to benefit Slattery family & UNICEF
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 -Luke Bunker
 MY HOPES& DREAMS
 -Alysia Garvalena “Every February across the country, candy,
 flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of St. Valentine.”
 No one is 100% sure of the history of Valen-tine’s Day. February is the month of romance, but why? Who started it? Where did it originate?
 There are a few ideas of how Feb. 14 came to be Valentine’s Day. It has vestiges of ancient Roman as well as Christian tradition.
 Legend has it that Valentine was a third century priest in Rome. Marriage was made illegal by Emperor Claudius II because he be-lieved single men made better soldiers versus those who had wives and children. Valentine took it upon himself to marry couples in love in secrecy. Once Valentine’s actions were dis-covered Claudius ordered for Valentine to be put to death.
 Stories of Valentine vary from tale to tale. One myth says that Valentine actually sent the first ever valentine. It is believed he was sent to jail because of his illegal marrying of couples. While in prison he fell in love with the jailer’s daughter and before his death around 270 A.D. he sent her a letter and signed it ‘From Your Val-entine’.
 Other legends suggest Valentine was killed for trying to help Christians escape from harsh Roman prisons where they were beaten and tor-tured. The legends are cloudy, but it is clear that he was a sympathetic and heroic romantic. By the middle ages it was no surprise that he was a very popular saint in England and France.
 But why is Valentine’s Day celebrated in mid February? The belief is that it is to honor his death or his burial.
 Although it is also believed that Valentine’s feast day is celebrated in February to ‘christian-ize’ the pagan and Lupercalia festival. Ancient Roman’s deemed the beginning of spring in the middle of February which was believed to be the perfect time for purify the home by cleans-ing it or sweeping the house completely out and sprinkling a type of wheat and salt throughout the inside of the home. The Lupercalia began Feb. 15 as the dedication festival to Faunus the Roman god of Agriculture and Romulus and Remus, the founders of Rome.
 To start of the festival members of the Lu-perci, the order of Roman priests, gather and sacrifice a goat for fertility and a dog for pu-rification in the sacred cave. They gathered in the sacred cave because it was believed to have
 been cared for by lupa or the she-wolf. After the sacrifice the goat’s hide was cut
 into strips and dipped in sacrificial blood, boys would then go into the streets and gently slap women for fertility and then the crops with the hide strips. Women weren’t scared of being slapped but welcomed it.
 Legend has it after hide slapping, the names of young women were put in a giant urn and then chosen out by the city’s bachelors. The couple would then be paired for the year. Most pairs would end up marrying each other. St. Val-entine’s Day was then deemed Feb. 14 around the year 498 A. D. by Pope Gelasius.
 Roman’s found the pairing of couples un-Christian and outlawed the process.
 The true history is questionable, but today Valentine’s Day is celebrated worldwide. It is celebrated not only in the United States but as well as other countries such as Canada, Mexico and France. Every Feb.14 candies, roses and such are sent to valentines.
 Quotes in this story from http://www.history.com/con-tent/valentine/history-of-valentine-s-day
 Valentine’s DayThe history behind the holiday
 There’s a lot I want to do with and in my life. I want to have a great job that I look forward to going to and travel the world, among other things.
 As a child, I wanted to become the president (in 2048, as some readers may know), and perhaps a small part of me still wants to do that. But as I grew older, and went through different experiences in my life, my hopes and dreams changed. As I watched Frasier, I wanted to become a psychiatrist; as I watched Matlock, I longed to become a lawyer; and as I watched The Apprentice, I desired to become a business magnate. Now, as I work on the newspaper and yearbook staffs, and read wonderful magazines and books, I seek a job in the publications and
 design industry. Perhaps my future career will allow me to do a little bit of each; but no matter what happens, I’m sure I’ll try to do my best at that job and make it work for what I want to do with my life.
 Even as my career choices expand (and through time, shrink as well), one dream has always been a constant in my life – to travel the world, see new places, and meet new and interesting people. Although I’ve been to a good number of places here in America (mostly through airports), I have yet to see some of the things I most desire to see, whether it be in America or in a foreign country.
 Next summer, I’ll embark on my first trip out of the country – what I feel and hope will be my next great adventure. I so look forward to beginning a life of international travel with this trip. I felt that I needed to go on this trip, not only because I want to see the sights and sounds of London, Paris, and Barcelona, but also because I felt that if I didn’t take this opportunity to start such a life of travel, I may never get the opportunity to go again.
 Regarding travel, and I can’t speak for everyone when I say this, but when you travel, you gain so much more than when you just stay at home – you learn about different cultures, different people, and can experience that location through, sightseeing, people-watching, and eating local delicacies. I’m one of those
 people that always want to go somewhere; I revel in looking up airfare and lodging online and researching different places to see what I “absolutely can’t miss.” Regardless of if I actually end up going to these places, I feel like I have already been there (and let me tell you, that’s a lot cheaper than actually going on a $3000 trip!). Sometimes you can travel somewhere through pictures and reading, but sometimes you just can’t.
 With regards to what else I want to do with my life (if I can fit them into my hopefully busy and tiresome schedule of working and jetting across the world!), there are a number of things on that list. I want to experience the world through more than just travel – I want to read the great novels; watch the acclaimed movies; and (as Rachael Ray puts it) be a tourist in my own city, because I’m sure that as hard as it is to believe, there may actually be some interesting places in Dodge that I haven’t yet been to.
 I’m not saying that accomplishing all I want in my one lifetime will be a breeze; it will most certainly be a challenge, but I look forward to facing the obstacles that I will surely come across along the way. After all, as the cliché goes, life is too short not to do what you want to do. So I say, as long as you’re not breaking any laws, do what you want to make yourself happy, and don’t let anybody judge or make fun of you for doing it.
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 Bob SiedlOwner
 Flatland Graphics, IncEmbroidery and silk screening
 212 E. Frontview, Suite ADodge City, KS 67801
 620.225.0091722.594.8372
 [email protected]/flatlandgraphics
 From February 25 to the 27, eight Dodge City High School students will be participating in All-State Choir and Band. For the band, it is the first time in six years that someone has made it to this level.
 Seniors Brett Eichman and Seth Bush both made All-State Band.
 “I’ve always wanted to make state band and we haven’t had any-one make it from DCHS (band) in a long time,” said Brett Eichman, 12.
 Participating choir students are seniors Kim Schmalz, Shamus Hager, and Mason Pooler; junior Rebecca Oberley, and sophomore Talia Falcon. Freshman Cale Mor-row is a part of the Middle Level KMEA choir; however he actu-ally made the High School Choir at State Level.
 “Cale Morrow made the High School Choir, but he is not allowed to participate, as freshman are not eligible,” said Kelly Knedler, choir director.
 Being a part of All-State Choir and Band is a very high honor.
 “This is the highest honor any student can obtain in their high school musical career,” said Erica Lindberg, director of bands. “To be selected as one of the top musi-cians in our state is outstanding and quite notable!”
 The event is held in Wichita, KS, in conjunction with the KMEA conference for Kansas teachers.
 “The Kansas Music Educators Association hosts this event each year,” said Lindberg. “Students from all over the state of Kansas audition in their districts (6 in Kan-sas) for the district honor band.
 Choir students complete a live au-dition for District placement in our Southwest District. Band students complete a recorded audition for our Southwest District.”
 For choir, a certain number of students automatically make the All-State Choir, according to Lind-berg. However, band students have to audition twice and are not guar-anteed a spot.
 “All eligible band students con-gregate in Salina in early January and they re-audition. These audi-tions are live and students compete against all of the other 5-6A stu-dents,” said Lindberg.
 The music isn’t easy to play or sing, according to the students in-volved.
 “The music was written in a time signature that was compli-cated to read, but it was easier this
 year for me because I am more used to it,” said Eichman.
 In order to make All-State, students must spend a lot of time practicing.
 “I worked through each of the pieces with a recording of the song and then was able to pick out points that I had the most trouble with so I could focus on fixing it,” said Kim Schmalz, 12. “Mr. Knedler was also a great help!”
 Participating in All-State Choir and Band is a memorable experi-ence for most that are involved.
 “[It will be a good experience] because I have the privilege of singing with the best vocalists in the state and I will get the experi-ence of a different director,” said Schmalz.
 Each year, the school yearbook, the Sou’Wester, is sub-mitted to the National Scholastic Press Association for critiquing. This year the 2010 Sou’Wester re-ceived the coveted All-American Award. Only a few schools nation-wide earn this award. The year-book’s theme for the 2009 book was “Everybody’s Talk-ing.” The book included more that 750 quotations from students and staff. The judging is based on five marks of distinction. In order to receive the All-American Award, the yearbook must be awarded four of the five elements. The five marks of distinction are Concept/Essentials, Coverage, Design, Writing/Editing, and Photography. The Sou’Wester received marks of distinction in all categories but photography. The judge was especially pleased with the design.
 “Turning the usual year-book size on its side was an inter-esting idea. Pages were attractive, engaging and well-presented,” said the NSPA judge. Although the yearbook did not receive a mark of distinc-tion in photography, there were
 still some commend-able aspects. “[There were] many good action photos, especially the dominant pho-tos,” said the judge. The yearbook
 staff is very pleased to receive this award for all their hard work. “I think it is a big accom-plishment for our yearbook staff, and it shows us what we need to do to better ourselves for this year’s book,” said Ethan Hutchcraft, 12. This was just one of sev-eral such awards received by the yearbook program in the last few years.
 Sou’Wester
 08-09 Yearbook wins big Award
 “I think it is a big accomplishment for our yearbook
 staff...”
 -Erin Finley
 - Erin Finley
 Seven students travel to All State Choir, Band
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 Classes offered:•All-StarCheerleading•CompetitiveGymnastics•Gymnastics(alllevels)•Ballet(Tap&Pointe)•PowerTumbling•EliteGymnastics•BackHandspringclass
 Janet Smith, Owner620.225.6387705 1/2 2nd Ave.
 Dodge City, KS 67801“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven,” -Luke 6:23
 Basketball teams take on Great Bend Panthers tonight
 Bowling teams have chance to capture WAC title
 Swing Away. Tyler Woods, 12, shoots at a spare during practice before a home match against the Liberal Redskins and the Holcomb Longhorns. Both Red Demon teams came away with first place finishes. The varsity boys lead WAC with a 5-0 record. • Photo Acevedo
 -Hunter Edwards, Ethan HutchcraftRecently the girls basketball
 team has made an impact on other teams and fans. They first played in Pratt to compete against the Greenbacks.
 Leading this game was senior Valerie Ortiz with a total of ten points. Trailing her was junior A’zlynn Thompson with eight points. Sophomore Kesha Buckner had the most rebounds with eight. The Lady Demons defeated Pratt, 38-27.
 They later traveled to Newton where they suffered their fourth loss of the season. The girls rebounded to defeated Garden City, 59-48. The Lady Demons later defeated Rose Hill, 63-51.
 Taking on the Liberal Redskins in Liberal, girls took yet another victory, 51-34.
 After the victory over Liberal, they hit the road to compete against Sunrise Christian, defeating them in a close game, 48-46. The next two games posed no threat for the girls as they smashed Hays, 59-28, and Colby, 48-31.
 The Lady Demons took on rivals the Garden City Lady Buffaloes, Feb. 16.
 Tonight the Lady Demons will play host to Great Bend Panthers in the DCHS Fieldhouse.
 The Red Demon boy’s bas-ketball team continues their win-ning season.
 The Red Demons won two out of three games at the Tournament of Champions to finish third. The Demons’ only loss in TOC came against Gardner-Edgerton on the second night in a close game, 53-51.
 The Dodge City High School bowling teams have proven why they have been given respect this year. The varsity boys team is ranked fifth in the state in Class 6A. This may be because of a strong start in the WAC conference. The varsity boys are 5-0 in WAC.
 The boys’ first WAC victory came at Great Bend where they edged the Panthers with a score of 2,193 to 2,165. Dylan Woods, 09, led the Demons with a high series of 571.
 “We have improved a lot this
 season,” said Woods. After the close victory over
 the Panthers, the Demons traveled to Liberal where they took on the Redskins and the Holcomb Longhorns. All four teams came away with first place.
 “The season is going really well so far,” said Alex Simmons, 12. “We need to finish strong in WAC.”
 On Thursday Feb. 11, the Demons hosted the Liberal Redskins and the Holcomb Longhorns. Tyler Trantham, 12,
 had a high series for any Demon team with a total of 690.
 The varsity girls are also having a good season so far. The girls are tied for second place in WAC right now with rival Garden City with a 3-2 record. The girls began the season with a 0-1 record in WAC, but quickly bounced back with victories over Liberal and Garden City.
 The girls defeated the Redskins
 by 129 pins with a score of 2,279 to 2,150.
 Both junior varsity teams are also doing well with 3-2 records in WAC.
 The Demons traveled to Garden City Feb. 16 to bowl against their rivals. Yesterday, Feb. 18, they traveled to Great Bend for the WAC Tournament. All four teams have a chance to compete for the WAC Title.
 The Red Demons have won their last six games, picking up two WAC wins along the way against Liberal and Hays. With their wins over the Redskins and Indians, the Demons have positioned themselves at the top of the WAC standings with a 4-0 record.
 “The season has been pretty successful to this point,” said Miles Morin, 12. “We wanted to put ourselves into position to win a WAC title and right now we are right there.”
 The Pratt Greenbacks were one of four non-conference teams to lose to the Demons since the Tournament of Champions. The Demons defeated the Greenbacks 53-50 Jan. 30, in Pratt.
 Terrence Williams, 12, led the Demons against the Greenbacks, scoring 12 points. Rico Hogan, 10,
 and Brandon Howarth, 11, helped by scoring 11 points each.
 Traveling to Wichita on Feb. 3, the Demons faced Wichita Sunrise at Newman University. The Demons came away with a hard-fought 44-40 win.
 On Feb. 11, the Demons played host to the Colby Cowboys. The press helped the Demons get out on top of Colby quickly. The Demons came away with a Homecoming win over the Cowboys, 75-39.
 “The Colby game was a good game for us to work on the things we needed to,” said Morin. “It allowed our bench to get some valuable time.”
 The Demons traveled to Garden City on Tuesday, Feb. 16, to take on the Buffaloes. Tonight the Demons will play host to the Great Bend Panthers.
 On the hunt for the WAC Title
 -Ethan Hutchcraft
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 Northside Veterinary Clinic208 E. Frontview • Dodge City, KS 67801
 620.225.PETS
 Hannah Hoskinson, 11, is em-ployed at Northside Vet Clinic.
 Wrestling defeats Liberal; looks toward StateIn the last home dual of the
 season Feb. 12, Dodge City wrestlers took on the Liberal Redskins.
 After the announcements, the Demons began the dual with an automatic 18-point lead due to forfeits. The Demons defeated Liberal, 64-10.
 Senior Hunter Edwards (140) won his match in the second period. Seven other wins followed.
 Highlights included: Brandon Vasquez (130) by a technical fall, 15-0; Justin Blundell (145) by a major decision, 11-2; Eli Evinger (170) by a major decision 13-4; and Jace Banner in a 3-1 decision.
 Competing at the Bob Kuhn Prairie Classic in Hays, seven out of 12 wrestlers placed in the top six.
 Sophomore Alex Garcia placed sixth. Jacob Eggers, Tyler Ediger and Evinger all placed fifth, and Vasquez took third. Both Evinger
 Takedown. Senior Brandon Vasquez looks for an angle to attack on his Liberal op-ponent on Senior Night Feb. 12. Vasquez won his match by a 15 point lead. • Photo Hutchcraft
 -Hunter Edwards
 WHO DAT? It’s the New Orleans Saints the new world champions of the 2009-2010 NFL season defeating the Indianapolis Colts, 31-17.
 This year’s game wasn’t all about the commercials; it was about the play during the game.
 The game was held in Miami Gardens, Florida, at the Sun Life Stadium. The New Orleans Saints entered the game with a 13-3 record, the Colts had a 14-2 record.
 The Saints started out rough at
 -Hunter Edwards
 and Vasquez qualified for the championship finals.
 Edwards and junior Jesse Trent wrestled for the gold. Unfortunately, the two came up short of the gold to settle for second.
 “The wrestling team is looking really solid on the mat and in the practice room this year,” said Blundell.
 “With the intensity at this level we can easily exceed all expectations.”
 Because of bad weather the wrestlers couldn’t travel to Garden City for the Rocky Welton Invititational. The dual against Hays was later rescheduled for Feb. 9.
 The wrestlers traveled to Scott City Feb. 4 for a team dual against the Beavers. The Demons battled came up short by one point, 30-29.
 The Red Demons began the dual with two open weight classes,
 which automatically gave the Scott City Beavers a 12-point lead. They started out rough in the beginning, but picked it up towards the middleweight classes. The dual
 New Orleans Saints win first ever Super Bowlthe beginning of this game: but as the game went on, the team pulled it together and started to play as a team.
 This will be the first time the Saints have been to the Super- Bowl since it began 44 years ago: this is also the first time the Saints have won the Super Bowl in the New Orleans Saints’ history.
 Not only was the night about winning, but quarterback Drew Brees also won the Most Valuable Player award for throwing 32 complete passes, and tied the
 record for most complete throws with Tom Brady in Super Bowl history.
 The National Anthem was sung by country music star Carrie Underwood, and the halftime entertainment was provided by the oldies rock band, The Who.
 This game should go down into the history books as one of the best games ever played. This was also the first time both number one ranked teams from both conferences, made it to the Super Bowl.
 Champions. New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees celebrates their 31-17 win over the Indianapolis Colts with his son and teammates. This was the Saints first Super Bowl win. • Courtesy Photo
 came down once again to Jesse Trent. Trent defeated his opponent by a major, which gave the Demons four points and left them short one to tie it up.
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 DCHS athletes sign to play collegiate sports-Ethan Hutchcraft
 Feb. 3, 2010, was an important day for many high school athletes across the nation. This day is known as National Signing Day.
 It is a day where high school athletes across the nation decide which college they want to attend while competing in athletics.
 This was the case for several students from DCHS. Mason
 Football Signing. Seniors Jace Banner, Landon Head, and Mason Pooler pose for a picture with Head Coach Justin Burke after signing with various colleges across the state to play football. • Photo Hutchcraft
 Pooler, Landon Head, Jace Banner and Emily Scheck put the ink to the page, signing with various colleges across Kansas.
 Pooler signed with Dodge City Community College to play football next season as an offensive lineman. Head signed with Hutchinson Community College to join the Blue Dragon family. Banner decided to sign with Butler
 Community College as a running back. Scheck was the lone girl to sign on National Signing day for DCHS. She decided to play volleyball for Pratt Community College.
 Laton Dowling, who graduated early from DCHS, signed with Kansas State University to play football as part of National Signing Day. Dowling is already attending
 Kansas State as he looks to get a jump start on balancing his college life and athletics.
 Signing earlier were Alex Jenkner who signed with McPherson College to play tennis. Krystal Martinez and Kim Schmalz also signed with Dodge City Community College to play golf next year.
 Signing her name. Emily Scheck sits with her parents and Pratt Community College volleyball coach Patrick Hall after signing with the Beavers as a setter. Scheck was an All WAC Volleyball player this year. • Photo Hutchcraft
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 Demon Athletics
 Boys BasketballSalina Central 12/04/09 W 47-46Manhattan 12/05/09 W 60-49Newton 12/11/09 W 79-48Maize South 12/18/09 W 77-29Wichita Collegiate 1/02/10 L 55-48Garden City 1/05/10 W 59-46Maize South 1/12/10 W 54-13Great Bend 1/15/10 W 51-43TOC 1/21/10 3rdPratt 1/28/10 W 53-50Liberal 2/02/10 W 58-40Sunrise Christian 2/05/10 W 44-40Hays 2/09/10 W 50-42Colby 2/11/10 W 75-39Garden City 2/16/10 W 58-55Great Bend 2/19/10 -------Hays 2/23/10 -------Liberal 2/26/10 -------
 Girls BasketballSalina Central 12/04/09 W47-41Manhattan 12/05/09 W54-50Newton 12/11/09 L49-45Maize South 12/18/09 W52-26Wichita Collegiate 1/02/10 W47-41Garden City 1/05/10 W57-42Maize South 1/12/10 W58-30Great Bend 1/15/10 W45-21Newton 1/21/10 5thPratt 1/28/10 W38-27Liberal 2/02/10 W51-34Sunrise Christian 2/05/10 W48-46Hays 2/09/10 W59-28Colby 2/11/10 W48-31Garden City 2/16/10 W45-36Great Bend 2/19/10 -------Hays 2/23/10 -------Liberal 2/26/10 -------
 WrestlingPratt 12/05/09 5thGreat Bend 12/10/09 L 43-30Wellington 12/12/09 2ndGarden City 12/17/09 L 49-18Bishop Carrol 12/19/09 5thLarned 1/05/10 W 66-7Salina South 1/09/10 1stNewton Invite 1/15/10 19thHays Invite 1/22/10 6thHays Dual 1/28/10 -------Garden City Invite 1/29/10 CanceledScott City 2/04/10 L 30-29Liberal 2/12/10 W64-10
 Scoreboard
 Have a Rave, Rant, or OPINION about The Dodger, events around school,
 or around the city???VOICE THEM
 Become a fan of The Dodger’s Facebook page and then post your thoughts on our Wall.
 If they’re good enough, you may even see them in an upcoming issue!
 BowlingBishop Carrol 1/09/10 B-6th, G-11thGreat Bend 1/11/10 B-1st, G-2ndLiberal 1/18/10 B-1st, G-1stGreat Bend 1/26/10 B-1st, G-2ndGarden City 2/04/10 B-1st, G-1stLiberal 2/11/10 B-1st, G-1stGarden City 2/16/10 -----------------WAC 2/18/10 -----------------Regionals 2/27/10 -----------------
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