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William Blake’s Interpretations (1816 – 1820)

Page 3
						

Openings
 Hence vain deluding joyes,The brood of folly without father bred,How little you bested,Or fill the fixed mind with all your toyes;Dwell in som idle brain, [ 5 ]And fancies fond with gaudy shapes possess,As thick and numberlessAs the gay motes that people the Sun Beams,Or likest hovering dreamsThe fickle Pensioners of Morpheus train. [ 10 ]
 L’Allegro Il Penseroso
 Hence loathed MelancholyOf Cerberus, and blackest midnight born,In Stygian Cave forlorn'Mongst horrid shapes, and shreiks, and sights unholy,Find out som uncouth cell, [ 5 ]Wher brooding darknes spreads his jealous wings,And the night-Raven sings;There under Ebon shades, and low-brow'd Rocks,As ragged as thy Locks,In dark Cimmerian desert ever dwell. [ 10 ]
 • Melancholy and mirth banished in both openings
 • Uneven line lengths, inconsistent rhythm

Page 4
						

Genealogy
 L’Allegro Il Penseroso
 (22 – 26)Yet thou art higher far descended,Thee bright- hair'd Vesta long of yore,To solitary Saturn bore;His daughter she (in Saturns raign, [ 25 ]Such mixture was not held a stain).
 (11 – 16)But com thou Goddes fair and free,In Heav'n ycleap'd Euphrosyne,And by men, heart-easing Mirth,Whom lovely Venus at a birthWith two sister Graces more To Ivy-crowned Bacchus bore;
 • Mirth becomes the half-sister of Comus
 • Melancholy comes from a single ‘pure’ line, being the daughter of Saturn and his daughter Vesta.
 • A regular rhythm of iambic pentameter is established

Page 5
						

Birds
 L’Allegro Il Penseroso
 (41 – 46)To hear the Lark begin his flight,And singing startle the dull night,From his watch-towre in the skies,Till the dappled dawn doth rise;Then to com in spight of sorrow, And at my window bid good morrow,
 (56 – 62)'Less Philomel will daign a Song,In her sweetest, saddest plight,Smoothing the rugged brow of night,While Cynthia checks her Dragon yoke,Gently o're th' accustom'd Oke; Sweet Bird that shunn'st the noise of folly,Most musicall, most melancholy!
 Lark (William Blake, 1816 - 1820) Nightingale
 faster pace vs. slower pace

Page 6
						

Problems in l’Allegro
 L’Allegro
 • Tentative phrasing: ‘Wher perhaps som beauty lies,’ (79)
 Music‘Lydian aires’ (136)
 • No narrative - just a series of images; the reader is disconnected
 References to Orpheus:
 (105 – 108)Or bid the soul of Orpheus singSuch notes as warbled to the string,Drew Iron tears down Pluto's cheek,And made Hell grant what Love did seek.
 Il Penseroso
 (145 – 150)That Orpheus self may heave his head From golden slumber on a bedOf heapt Elysian flowres, and hearSuch streins as would have won the earOf Pluto, to have quite set freeHis half regain'd Eurydice.

Page 7
						

Endings
 These pleasures Melancholy give, And I with thee will choose to live.
 L’Allegro Il PenserosoThese delights, if thou canst give,Mirth with thee, I mean to live.
 tentative tone vs. imperative tone

Page 8
						

Thomas Cole’s interpretations, 1845
 L’Allegro
 Il Penseroso
 Distanced from town; individual worship
 Playing in communal pastoral setting

Page 9
						

‘Then to the well-trod stage anon, / If Jonsons learned Sock be on, / Or sweetest Shakespear fancies childe,/ Warble his native Wood-notes wilde…’
 ‘…Such as the meeting soul may pierce /In notes, with many a winding bout /Of lincked sweetnes long drawn out, / With wanton heed, and giddy cunning / The melting voice through mazes running…’
 ‘…Som time let Gorgeous Tragedy/ In Scepter'd Pall com sweeping by,/ Presenting Thebs, or Pelops line, /Or the tale of Troy divine…’ ‘day’s garish eye’
 Key Quotes

Page 10
						

‘dissolve me into ecstaties and bring all heaven before mine eyes.’
 ‘These pleasures Melancholy give, And I with thee will choose to live.’ ‘Jest and youthful jollity/ Quips and cranks and wanton wiles…’ ‘…which the neat- handed Phillis dresses…’ ‘Untwisting all the chains that ty/ The hidden soul of harmony…’ ‘Till old experience do attain/To somthing like Prophetic strain…’

Page 11
						

Conclusion
 ‘The delights of L'Allegro are real and valued, but like the glories of Greece they cannot stand against the ecstasy of Christian contemplation. Partial truth is inferior to complete truth. It is Il Penseroso who represents the proper Christian pattern’
 Milton held the values of Il Penseroso in higher esteem, favouring individual study and asceticism over communal happiness and play.
 David Miller, "From Delusion to Illumination: a Larger Structure for L'Allegro and Il Penseroso" in PMLA: Publications of the Modern Language Association of America 86 (1971):
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