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Prepositions of Location   
 PREPOSITIONS OF LOCATION:
 DESCRIBE WHERE SOMETHING IS.
 on
      
 behind
      
 above
      under
      
 next to below
 in between around
 inside among on the right
 outside across from on the left
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in front of opposite
 PracticeStudy the prepositions in the box below and select the correct preposition for each of the sentences according to the position in the map.
 next tobetween across from   
 1.  The drug store is (next, between, across from) the police station.
 2.  The police station is (next, between, across from) the bank and the store.  
 3.  The school is (next, between, across from) the restaurant.
 4.  The drug store is (next, between, across from) the movie theater and the post office.
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5.  The train station is (next, between, across from) the school.
 PracticeStudy the prepositions in the box below and select the correct preposition to describe the position of the objects in the picture.
 in front of          behind between  above below on the right on the left
 1.  The dog is the sun
 2.  The house is the car
 3.  The tree is to the of the house
 4.  The sun is the dog.
 5.  The car is the house.
 6.  The dog is to the of the house.
 7.  The house is the dog and the tree.
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PracticeStudy the prepositions in the box below and select the correct preposition to describe the position of the objects in the picture below.
 on under
 in
 1.  The vase is ( on, under, in ) the table.
 2.  The cat is ( on, under, in ) the table.
 3.  The flowers are ( on, under, in ) the vase.
  
 PracticeWrite sentences to describe where the objects are in the picture.
 Prepositions - above/behind/between/in front of/on/under
 example        ball/table    
 The ball is under the table.

Page 5
						

1.  basket/table  
 2.  tree/bicycle 3.  cloud/table  4.  bicycle/tree  5.  dog/the bicycle and the table  
 PREPOSITIONS OF PLACEENGLISH GRAMMAR RULES
 The chart demonstrates some of the most common prepositions of place in English.

Page 6
						

Prepositions of Place are used to show the position or location of one thing with another.
 It answers the question "Where?"
 Below we have some more examples of Prepositions of Place:
 In front of
 A band plays their music in front of an audience. The teacher stands in front of the students. The man standing in the line in front of me smells bad. Teenagers normally squeeze their zits in front of a mirror.
 Behind
 Behind is the opposite of In front of. It means at the back (part) of something.
 When the teacher writes on the whiteboard, the students are behind him (or her). Who is that person behind the mask? I slowly down because there was a police car behind me.
 Between
 Between normally refers to something in the middle of two objects or things (or places).
 There are mountains between Chile and Argentina. The number 5 is between the number 4 and 6. There is a sea (The English Channel) between England and France.
 Across From / Opposite
 Across from and Opposite mean the same thing. It usually refers to something being in front of something else BUT there is normally something between them like a street or table. It is similar to saying that someone (or a place) is on the other side of something.
 I live across from a supermarket (= it is on the other side of the road) The chess players sat opposite each other before they began their game.
 (= They are in front of each other and there is a table between them)
 Next to / Beside
 Next to and Beside mean the same thing. It usually refers to a thing (or person) that is at the side of another thing.
 At a wedding, the bride stands next to the groom. Guards stand next to the entrance of the bank. He walked beside me as we went down the street. In this part of town there isn't a footpath beside the road so you have to be careful.
 Near / Close to
 Near and Close to mean the same thing. It is similar to next to / beside but there is more of a distance between the two things.
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The receptionist is near the front door. This building is near a subway station. We couldn't park the car close to the store. Our house is close to a supermarket.
 On
 On means that something is in a position that is physically touching, covering or attached to something.
 The clock on the wall is slow. He put the food on the table. I can see a spider on the ceiling. We were told not to walk on the grass.
 Above / Over
 Above and Over have a similar meaning. The both mean "at a higher position than X" but above normally refers to being directly (vertically) above you.
 Planes normally fly above the clouds. There is a ceiling above you. There is a halo over my head. ;) We put a sun umbrella over the table so we wouldn't get so hot. Our neighbors in the apartment above us are rally noisy.
 Over can also mean: physically covering the surface of something and is often used with the word All as in All over.
 There water all over the floor. I accidentally spilled red wine all over the new carpet.
 Over is often used as a Preposition of Movement too.
 Under / Below
 Under and Below have a similar meaning. They mean at a lower level. (Something is above it).
 Your legs are under the table. Monsters live under your bed. A river flows under a bridge. How long can you stay under the water? Miners work below the surface of the Earth.
 Sometimes we use the word underneath instead of under and beneath instead of below. There is no difference in meaning those they are less common nowadays.
 Under is often used as a Preposition of Movement too.
 Prepositions of Location: At, In, On
 Summary:
 This section deals with prepositions and their standard uses.
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Contributors:Chris Berry, Allen Brizee, Elizabeth AngeliLast Edited: 2010-11-09 02:22:56
 Graphics for this handout were developed by Michelle Hansard.
 Prepositions expressing spatial relations are of two kinds: prepositions of location and prepositions of direction. Both kinds may be either positive or negative. Prepositions of location appear with verbs describing states or conditions, especially be; prepositions of direction appear with verbs of motion. This handout deals with positive prepositions of location that sometimes cause difficulty: at, on, and in.
 The handout is divided into two sections. The first explains the spatial relationships expressed by the three prepositions. The second examines more closely the uses of in and on.
 Dimensions and Prepositions
 Prepositions differ according to the number of dimensions they refer to. We can group them into three classes using concepts from geometry: point, surface, and area or volume.
 Point
 Prepositions in this group indicate that the noun that follows them is treated as a point in relation to which another object is positioned.
 Surface
 Prepositions in this group indicate that the position of an object is defined with respect to a surface on which it rests.
 Area/Volume
 Prepositions in this group indicate that an object lies within the boundaries of an area or within the confines of a volume.
 Notice that although in geometry surface and area go together because both are two-dimensional, in grammar area and volume go together because the same prepositions are used for both.
 In light of these descriptions, at, on, and in can be classified as follows:
 at .... point on .... Surface in ... area/volume
 The meanings of the three prepositions can be illustrated with some sample sentences:
 1) My car is at the house. 2) There is a new roof on the house.
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3) The house is in Tippecanoe county.
 All of these sentences answer a question of the form, "Where is _______?" but each gives different information. Before going on, explain to yourself the spatial relations shown in each sentence.
 1) locates a car in relation to a house, understood as a fixed point.
 2) treats the house as a surface upon which another object, the roof, is placed.
 3) locates the house within a geographical area.
 4) treats the house as a three-dimensional structure that can be divided into smaller volumes, namely, rooms, inside one of which is an object, the fireplace.
 Using "At"
 At calls for further comment. Because it is the least specific of the prepositions in its spatial orientation, it has a great variety of uses. Here are some of them:
 Location
 5a) Tom is waiting for his sister at the bank.
 4) There are five rooms in the house, which has a lovely fireplace in the living room.
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5b) Sue spent the whole afternoon at the fair.
 Destination
 6a) We arrived at the house.
 6b) The waiter was at our table immediately.
 Direction
 7a) The policeman leaped at the assailant.
 7b) The dog jumped at my face and really scared me.
 In 5a), the bank can be understood as a point defining Tom's location, much as in 1) above. It makes less sense to think of a fair as a point in 5b) since fairs are usually spread out over a fairly large area. Probably at is used in this case just because it is the least specific preposition; it defines Sue's location with respect to the fair rather than some other place.
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In 6a), at exhibits its cause/effect relationship with to, which cannot be used here: arrival at a place is the result of going to it
 7a) and 7b) show that with certain verbs of motion at may be used with the same meaning as its directional counterpart to, that is, direction toward something.
 Choosing Between "In" and "On"
 Nouns denoting enclosed spaces, such as a field or a window, take both on and in. The prepositions have their normal meanings with these nouns: on is used when the space is considered as a surface, in when the space is presented as an area:
 Three players are practicing on the field. (surface)
  
 Three cows are grazing in the field. (area)
 The frost made patterns on the window. (surface)
 A face appeared in the window. (area)
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Notice that in implies that the field is enclosed, whereas on implies only that the following noun denotes a surface and not necessarily an enclosed area:
 The sheep are grazing in the pasture. (enclosed by a fence)
 The cattle are grazing on the open range. (not enclosed by a fence)
 Three players are on the basketball court. (not enclosed)
 Two boxers are in the ring. (enclosed by ropes)
 When the area has metaphorical instead of actual boundaries, such as when field means "academic discipline," in is used:
 She is a leading researcher in the bioengineering field.
 Several common uses of in and on occur with street. The first two follow the general pattern of in and on usage. The third is an idiom that must be learned as a unit.
  
 a) The children are playing in the street.
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b) Our house is on Third Street.
 c) He declared bankruptcy last week, and now he's out on the street. (This is an idiom meaning that he's poor.)
 In a), the street is understood as an area enclosed by the sidewalks on either side. Compare b) with the discussion of sentence 3) in the first section. Here, on locates the house on either side of Third Street; it doesn't mean that the street is a surface on which the house sits. Because the street is understood as a line next to which the house is situated, on functions much like at in its normal use; in other words, it locates the house in relation to the street but does not specify the exact address. For that purpose, at is used because the address is like a particular point on the line. Compare: "Our house is at 323 Third Street." In c), out on the street is an idiom meaning "poor" or "destitute."
 In and on are also used with means of transportation: in is used with a car, on with public or commercial means of transportation:
 in the caron the buson the planeon the trainon the ship
 Some speakers of English make a further distinction for public modes of transportation, using in when the carrier is stationary and on when it is in motion.
 My wife stayed in/on the bus while I got out at the rest stop.The passengers sat in/on the plane awaiting takeoff.
 Prepositions of LocationUso. Estructura. Aspectos a Recordar
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¿PARA QUÉ SIRVEN?Las utilizamos para indicar diferentes formas de situarse en el espacio, dando indicaciones específicas sobre la localización.
 ¿CUÁLES SON?AT: Esta preposición se utiliza cuando hacemos referencia a un 'punto', es decir, a un sitio concreto. 
 Ellos están en la puerta.They are at the door.
  Esta preposición también se utiliza con ciertas expresiones como at school, at work, at home, at the top of ... 
 Ellos están en el trabajo.They are at work.
  Asimismo, se utiliza con direcciones (cuando se nombra el número). 
 Viven en el 23 de la calle Oxford.They live at 23, Oxford Street.
    IN: Se utiliza cuando hacemos referencia a un área o volumen, es decir, con nombres de ciudades, países o continentes, como podemos ver en el ejemplo anterior. 
 Ellos están en Gran Canaria.They are in Gran Canaria.
  También la podemos utilizar con ciertas expresiones como in the air, in bed, in hospital, in prison, in a book, in the middle, etc.  
 María está en el hospital.Maria is in hospital.
    ON: Se utiliza cuando hacemos referencia a la superficie, es decir, que el objeto o persona se encuentra sobre una gran superficie. 
 Ellos están en la calle.They are on the street.
  También la podemos utilizar con ciertas expresiones como on the left, on the right, on the first floor, on a chair. Sin embargo, ten en cuenta que decimos in an armchair.
  Ellos viven en el segundo piso.
 They live on the second floor. ¿QUÉ DEBO RECORDAR?Los aspectos que debemos tener en cuenta son los siguientes: 
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Existen numerosos ejemplos que pueden ser contradictorios, así como algunas excepciones. El uso y práctica es la mejor forma de aprender el uso de estas preposiciones.
   Existen casos en los que dos preposiciones se pueden utilizar con significados similares.
  María está en el hospital.Maria is in hospital.
  María está en el hospital.
 Maria is at the hospital. 
 * La diferencia entre estas dos frases está en que en la primera frase indicamos que Maria se encuentra hospitalizada, mientras que en la segunda indicamos que se encuentra en el recinto (posiblemente en la puerta).
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