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Prepositions Prepositions are words used to describe relationships
 with other words; they are:
 Locational (under, over, in, on, as far as, from, etc.)
 Time related (before, during, after, etc.)
 Other (for, with, etc.)
 2
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Prepositions Prepositions introduce prepositional phrases which
 contain:
 A preposition;
 The object of the preposition;
 And any word that modifies the object.
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Prepositions Example of a prepositional phrase:
 On the old table
 The preposition = on;
 The object of the preposition = table;
 And any word that modifies the object = old.
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Prepositions Some examples of prepositions in English:
 By surprise
 For a good reason
 In the name of
 On the table
 Out of ideas
 To the best of
 With the help of
 Within limits
 Without a doubt
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Prepositions Types of Hebrew Prepositions:
 Inseparable
 Maqqef
 Independent
 Compound
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Prepositions Inseparable prepositions are prefixes which are
 directly attached to their objects; they never occur independently.
 The 3 main inseparable prepositions are:
 ב – in, by, with
 ל – to, for
 כ – like, as, according to
 Each of these have additional meanings; these are the ones typically listed in Hebrew grammars.
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Prepositions Spelling of inseparable prepositions:
 Before most consonants, the inseparable prepositions are spelled with a vocal sheva.
 ר ב ךד in the way
 רבקהל to Rebekah
 םש כ according to the name
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Prepositions Spelling of inseparable prepositions:
 Before consonants with a vocal sheva, the inseparable prepositions are spelled with a hireq (1st
 rule of sheva).
 לו אש ב in sheol
 םניה בל to their children
 להו תבכ like a virgin
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Prepositions Spelling of inseparable prepositions:
 Before a hateph vowel, the inseparable prepositions take the corresponding short vowel of the hatephvowel (2nd rule of sheva).
 אכ םיש נ like men
 מ תאב in truth
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Prepositions Spelling of inseparable prepositions:
 In nouns with the definite article ( ה):
 The consonant of the preposition ( כ , ל , ב ) replaces the ה of the article;
 But the vowel and dagesh forte of the article are retained
 ק רב ה+ ב → ק רב ב in the morning
 ךל מ ה+ כ → ל ךמ כ like the king
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Prepositions Maqqef prepositions are usually joined to their
 objects by a raised horizontal line called a maqqef.
 Examples of prepositions with a maqqef:
 ־על = on, upon, concerning ־עד = as far as, until ־א ל = to, toward
 ההיכל־לא to the temple עז ה־עד as far as Gaza
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Prepositions Independent prepositions stand alone; they are not
 attached:
 as prefixes to other words.
 to other words with a maqqef.
 הא להת חת under the terebinth/oak tree
 ןו האררי חא after the ark
 13

Page 14
						

Prepositions Compound prepositions can be formed by
 combining:
 A preposition with a noun;
 A preposition with the noun נ ה פ (face) in the masculine plural construct (ני ;(פ
 The preposition ןמ (“from”) with another preposition.
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Prepositions Compound prepositions with a noun:
 ךו תב in the midst of ( ךת ו + ב )
 בר־על ד on account of (על בר + ד )
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PrepositionsCompound Prepositions with the Noun Construct ני פ
 לפני ני+ ל פ before, in the presence of
 מפני ני+ ןמ פ away from, out from, because of, from before, from the presence of, on account of.
 ימל פנ ני+ ל + ןמ פ from before, away from, on account of, from the presence of
 נ יעל־פ ני+ על־ פ before, in front of, in the face of, in the sight of, opposite to, up against
 Compound prepositions with the noun נ ה פ (face) in the masculine plural construct ני פ . 16
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Prepositions Compound prepositions with ןמ (“from”) and
 another preposition:
 עלמ from upon ( על+ ןמ )
 תחת מ from under ( תהת + ןמ )
 אתמ from with ( תא+ ןמ )
 Min ( ןמ ) does not always function like the other prepositions so we will now take a closer look at this preposition.
 17

Page 18
						

Prepositions ןמ may also be attached to a definite direct object by a
 maqqef.
 ץעיה־ןמ from the tree
 מ לכ הה־ןמ from the queen
 ץר א ה־ןמ from the earth
 18
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Prepositions ןמ may also be inseparably attached to an indefinite
 direct object.
 When that happens, the final nun of ןמ assimilates into the first consonant of the indefinite noun to which it is prefixed.
 19
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Prepositions If the first consonant of the indefinite noun is a non-
 guttural, mem will have a hireq, and that first non-guttural consonant will have a dagesh forte.
 ןו צי + ןמ → ןו י צ מ from Zion
 מ ךמ ל + ן → ל ךמ מ from a king
 20
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Prepositions When ןמ is attached inseparably to an indefinite noun,
 that begins with , א,ה ,ח,ע or ר , the guttural letter rejects the dagesh forte of the assimilated nun.
 As a result, the hireq () lengthens to a tsere ().
 םע + ןמ → םעמ from a people ץא ר + ןמ → ץא ר מ from a country
 This is called compensatory lengthening.
 21
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Prepositions Exception: When ןמ is attached inseparably to a
 word that begins with the guttural ח, it often rejects the dagesh forte of the assimilated nun withoutcompensatory lengthening (hireq does not become tsere).
 ץחו ןמ + → ץחו מ from outside טחו ןמ + → ט חו מ from a thread
 This is known as virtual doubling.
 22
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Prepositions When ןמ is attached inseparably to a word that begins
 with a BeGaDKePHaT letter ( ב ,ג ,ד ,כ ,פ ,ת ) its dagesh lene becomes a dagesh forte.
 ל ךמ מ from a king ( ךל מ + ןמ )
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Prepositions When ןמ is attached inseparably to a word that begins
 with a definite article ( ה), the ה of the article remains.
 The ה does not drop out like it does with the other inseparable prepositions.
 ץאר המ from the earth
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Prepositions Other uses of ןמ :
 In the use of comparatives: “…. than” Ex 18:11 …the Lord is greater than all the gods… ( יםהאל הכ ל מיהוהל ו גד )
 1 Samuel 1:8b: Am I [Elkanah] not better to you [Hannah] than ten sons?
 ( רה ש עמךלב ו טיא אנ כו הל יםב נ )
 Psalm 37:16 A little that a righteous man has is better thanthe riches of many wicked.
 ( יםעש רןו הממק ילצ ד מעטב ו ט )
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Prepositions Other uses of ןמ :
 In the use of superlatives:
 2 Kings 10:3 Choose the best and most suitable ofyour master’s sons…
 או םכ אד ניב נימר ש והי ב ו הט םת יר
 Jonah 3:5 from the greatest even to the least of them םקטנ ועד םלו ג דמ
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Prepositions Other uses of ןמ :
 Partitive (part or portion of):
 םהעןמ “some of the people”
 םהד ןמ “some of the blood”
 החש המ ןמ ש מ “some of the anointing oil”
 27
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Prepositions The prepositions for “with”:
 את – is not just the direct object marker
 םע
 The form of these prepositions change when used with personal pronouns.
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PrepositionsThe Preposition א ת־/את (With)
 3ms (him) ו ת א 3mp (they) םת א
 3fs (her) ה ת א 3fp (they) ןת א
 2ms (you) ךת א 2mp (you) םכ ת א
 2fs (you) ךת א 2fp (you) ןכ ת א
 1cs (me) ית א 1cp (us) ו נת א
 Note: The preposition א ת with pronominal suffixes is spelled with a hireq under the א and a dagesh forte in the ת . This distinguishes it from the definite direct object marker.Remember: The one with the dagesh means “with.”
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Prepositions Examples of the Preposition א ת־/את (With): Genesis 7:23b Only Noah and those who were with him in
 the ark remained (alive).
 וי ׃ב ת בהו את ר ש ואחנ ךאא ר ש
 Ruth 1:18 When she saw that she was determined to go with her…
 א ... את ה לל כ ת איהתאמ צ מתיכ ות ר
 Genesis 43:8 Send the lad with me ...יאת הנ ערה חלש
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PrepositionsThe Preposition םע (With)
 3ms (him) ו מ ע 3mp (him) םמ ע
 3fs (her) ה מ ע 3fp (her) ןמ ע
 2ms (you) ךמ ע 2mp (you) םכ מ ע
 2fs (you) ךמ ע 2fp (you) ןכ מ ע
 1cs (me) ימ ע 1cp (me) ו נמ ע
 Note: In both words for “with” (את and םע ), the first letter has a hireq and the second letter has a dageshforte.
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Prepositions Examples of the Preposition םע (With):
 Judges 13:9 but Manoah her husband was not with her.
 עמ ה ןאיה יש אחו מנו
 Genesis 18:16 and Abraham went with them…
 ...םעמ ךלח םואברה
 Psalm 46:7 The Lord of hosts is with us…
 הו ו עמ נת ו צבאחי
 32
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Prepositions Biblical Hebrew A Compact Guide, Miles Van Pelt,
 Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan, copyright 2012.
 Biblical Hebrew An Introductory Grammar, Page H. Kelly, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, copyright 1992.
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Hebrew lessons compiled by: Beth C. Mehaffey
 https://holyhiway.wordpress.com
 Contact: betmeh2 at gmail.com
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