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Roosevelt’s America
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America in Panama
 • Need for a direct route between Atlantic & Pacific (8,000 miles to sail around S Am)
 • Ideal location = Isthmus of Panama• Panama = province of Colombia• French already there…
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Isthmus of Panama
 • French in trouble– Mismanagement– Yellow Fever– Abandoned project after 10 years
 • Offers building rights to US– $100 million (1889)– By 1901, price dropped to $40 million & Congress
 approved, but still needed to obtain a lease from Colombia
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What a Deal!• Negotiations with Columbia failed• President Roosevelt helped instigate the
 Panamanian Revolution to overthrow the Colombian government
 • The revolution was successful and the US recognized Panama as an independent nation
 • US negotiated Hay-Bunau- Varilla Treaty which gave us the land for the canal
 • We paid Panama $10 million for the strip of land to build the canal and a $250,000.00 yearly rental fee
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Canal Construction
 • US construction began in 1904• Drained swamps• Used nets/screens• Finished in 1914 – 6 months ahead of
 schedule & $23 million UNDER budget!• Est. 27,000 lives lost in its construction…
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Panama Canal
 TR in Panama(Construction begins in
 1904)

Page 8
						

The Panama Canal Today
 • Remained a territory of the US for 75 years
 • Given back to Panama in 1999
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Foreign Policy in Early 1900s
 • “Speak softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.” (TR, 1901)
 • TR’s “big stick” = US Navy• Allowed TR to conduct an aggressive foreign
 policy
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Roosevelt Corollary
 • AKA Roosevelt’s “Big Stick Policy”• Corollary = extension of a previously accepted
 idea • Corollary = Monroe Doctrine• TR denied interest in acquiring more territory• Instead, wanted “to see neighboring countries
 stable, orderly, and prosperous.”
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US as World Po-Po
 However….• IF countries – engaged in activities harmful to the interests of
 the US – Governments collapsed
 • THEN the US would be forced to exercise “an international police power”
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“The World Constable”

Page 13
						

America’s Response to Imperialism
 IMPERIALISTS ANTI-IMPERIALISTS
 Keep up with Europe America’s vastness provided enough
 Prestige American should not rule over other people
 Theory of racial superiority Racist in natureProvide market for surplus goods & investments
 Goes against foundation of “liberty for all”
 Teddy Roosevelt, Wm. McKinley, Wm. Randolph Hearst, Joseph Pulitzer
 Mark Twain, Susan B. Anthony, WEB DuBois, Andrew Carnegie
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Anti-Imperialist League
 • 1898• Supporters in NE• Violated “consent of the governed” in D.O.I.• Campaigned against Treaty of Paris (lost) &
 Philippines annexation
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Activity
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1. Treaty of Paris
 • 1898• Ends S-A War:• Cuba was freed from Spanish rule
 • Spain gave up Puerto Rico and the island of Guam
 • The U.S. paid Spain $20 mil. for the Philippines
 • The U.S. became an imperial world power

Page 20
						

Sen. Orville Platt
 Platt Amendment (1903)
 1. Cuba was not to enter into any agreements with foreign powers that would endanger its independence.
 2. The U.S. could intervene in Cuban affairs if necessary to maintain an efficient, independent govt.
 3. Cuba must lease Guantanamo Bay to the U.S. for naval and coaling station.
 4. Cuba must not build up an excessive public debt.
 2. Cuban “Independence”
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