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TO
 THE READER
 A special chapter is assigned to the collapse of the
 theory of evolution because this theory constitutes the basis
 of all anti-spiritual philosophies. Since Darwinism rejects the fact
 of creation—and therefore, Allah's Existence—over the last 140
 years it has caused many people to abandon their faith or fall into
 doubt. It is therefore an imperative service, a very important duty to show
 everyone that this theory is a deception. Since some readers may find the
 chance to read only one of our books, we think it appropriate to devote a chap-
 ter to summarize this subject.
 All the author's books explain faith-related issues in light of Qur'anic verses,
 and invite readers to learn Allah's words and to live by them. All the subjects con-
 cerning Allah's verses are explained so as to leave no doubt or room for questions in
 the reader's mind. The books' sincere, plain, and fluent style ensures that everyone of
 every age and from every social group can easily understand them. Thanks to their
 effective, lucid narrative, they can be read at one sitting. Even those who rigorously
 reject spirituality are influenced by the facts these books document and cannot refute
 the truthfulness of their contents.
 This and all the other books by the author can be read individually, or discussed
 in a group. Readers eager to profit from the books will find discussion very useful,
 letting them relate their reflections and experiences to one another.
 In addition, it will be a great service to Islam to contribute to the publication
 and reading of these books, written solely for the pleasure of Allah. The author's
 books are all extremely convincing. For this reason, to communicate true reli-
 gion to others, one of the most effective methods is encouraging them to read
 these books.
 We hope the reader will look through the reviews of his other books
 at the back of this book. His rich source material on faith-related issues
 is very useful, and a pleasure to read.
 In these books, unlike some other books, you will not find
 the author's personal views, explanations based on dubi-
 ous sources, styles that are unobservant of the respect
 and reverence due to sacred subjects, nor hope-
 less, pessimistic arguments that create
 doubts in the mind and devia-
 tions in the heart.
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ABOUT THE AUTHORNow writing under the pen-name of HARUN
 YAHYA, he was born in Ankara in 1956. Having completedhis primary and secondary education in Ankara, he studied
 arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University and philosophy atIstanbul University. Since the 1980s, he has published many books on
 political, scientific, and faith-related issues. Harun Yahya is well-known as the author of important works disclosing the impostureof evolutionists, their invalid claims, and the dark liaisons be-tween Darwinism and such bloody ideologies as fascism and com-munism.
 Harun Yahya’s works, translated into 41 different languages,constitute a collection for a total of more than 45,000 pages with 30,000
 illustrations. His pen-name is a composite of the names Harun (Aaron) and Yahya
 (John), in memory of the two esteemed Prophets who fought against theirpeoples' lack of faith. The Prophet's seal on his books' covers is symbolic andis linked to their contents. It represents the Qur'an (the Final Scripture) andthe Prophet Muhammad (saas), last of the prophets. Under the guidance ofthe Qur'an and the Sunnah (teachings of the Prophet), the author makes it hispurpose to disprove each fundamental tenet of godless ideologies and to havethe "last word," so as to completely silence the objections raised against religion.He uses the seal of the final Prophet (saas), who attained ultimate wisdom andmoral perfection, as a sign of his intention to offer the last word.
 All of Harun Yahya's works share one sin-gle goal: to convey the Qur'an's message, en-
 courage readers to consider basic faith-re-lated issues such as Allah's existence andunity and the Hereafter; and to exposegodless systems' feeble foundations andperverted ideologies.
 Harun Yahya enjoys a wide reader-ship in many countries, from India to
 America, England to Indonesia,Poland to Bosnia, Spain to Brazil,
 Malaysia to Italy, France toBulgaria and Russia.
 Some of his books
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are available in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian,Portuguese, Urdu, Arabic, Albanian, Chinese, Swahili,Hausa, Dhivehi (spoken in Mauritius), Russian, Serbo-
 Croat (Bosnian), Polish, Malay, Uygur Turkish, Indonesian,Bengali, Danish and Swedish.
 Greatly appreciated all around the world, these works havebeen instrumental in many people recovering faith in Allah and gainingdeeper insights into their faith. His books' wisdom and sincerity, to-gether with a distinct style that's easy to understand, directly affectanyone who reads them. Those who seriously consider these books,can no longer advocate atheism or any other perverted ideology ormaterialistic philosophy, since these books are characterized by rapideffectiveness, definite results, and irrefutability. Even if they continue
 to do so, it will be only a sentimental insistence, since these books refutesuch ideologies from their very foundations. All contemporary movementsof denial are now ideologically defeated, thanks to the books written by HarunYahya.
 This is no doubt a result of the Qur'an's wisdom and lucidity. The authormodestly intends to serve as a means in humanity's search for Allah's rightpath. No material gain is sought in the publication of these works.
 Those who encourage others to read these books, to open their minds andhearts and guide them to become more devoted servants of Allah, render an in-
 valuable service. Meanwhile, it would only be a waste of time and energy to propagate oth-
 er books that create confusion in people's minds, lead them into ideologicalchaos, and that clearly have no strong and precise effects in removing the doubtsin people's hearts, as also verified from previous experience. It is impossible forbooks devised to emphasize the author's literary power rather than the noble goalof saving people from loss of faith, to have such a great effect. Those who doubtthis can readily see that the sole aim of Harun Yahya's books is to overcome dis-belief and to disseminate the Qur'an's moral values. The success and impact ofthis service are manifested in the readers' conviction.
 One point should be kept in mind: The main reason for the continuing cru-elty, conflict, and other ordeals endured by the vast majority of people is the ide-ological prevalence of disbelief. This can be ended only with the ideological de-feat of disbelief and by conveying the wonders of creation and Qur'anic moralityso that people can live by it. Considering the state of the world today, leading in-to a downward spiral of violence, corruption and conflict, clearly this servicemust be provided speedily and effectively, or it may be too late.
 In this effort, the books of Harun Yahya assume a leading role. By the willof Allah, these books will be a means through which people in the twenty-firstcentury will attain the peace, justice, and happiness promised in the Qur'an.
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 ove is one of the greatest bless-
 ings that Allah gives to people.
 Throughout their life, everyone wants
 to be with those who they love, rely on,
 and are close to. Many of Allah’s bless-
 ings and their true meanings can only be found in an environ-
 ment where true love and friendship exist. For example, a person
 who is enjoying a magnificent view naturally wants to share his
 feelings of awe and happiness with someone whom he loves. In the
 same way, the most magnificent feast or the most beautifully fur-
 nished house may not seem very attractive if you are alone. Allah
 has created people in such a way that they enjoy being loved and
 loving others, and are pleased with friendships and closeness.
 To be with those who live by the Qur’an’s morals, and to
 have fulfilling friendships and love with them is, for each
 believer, more enjoyable than many other blessings.
 This is why Paradise, which Allah promises
 to those faithful servants whom He loves
 and with whom He is pleased, is an
 extraordinarily beautiful
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place where true love, friendship, and closeness are lived with great
 exuberance. In the Qur’an, Allah informs us of how believers will
 live in Paradise: It will be a life of constant joy, friendship, love,
 peaceful discussions, kind words, and overall peace. Its inhabitants
 will encounter none of the obstacles to love and friendship that they
 knew on Earth. For example, one verse in the Qur’an reveals that all
 malice and hatred will be removed from the hearts of those who en-
 ter Paradise (Surat al-A‘raf, 43). In other words, whatever prohibits
 love and friendship (e.g., jealousy, enmity, rivalry, anger, getting
 cross, or being offended) will not be found in Paradise.
 One of the most important characteristics of the Muslims living
 in Paradise will be their ability to love, just as they did on Earth, all
 of the prophets, those pious believers who strove in the path of
 Allah, and all of the Muslims who lived in the past.
 11001100
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All believers feel very close to other pious believers who strive
 to please only Allah, and so choose them to be their close friends and
 guardians. Under all circumstances and unconditionally, they derive
 great pleasure from being in the company of other Muslims. This
 great love emanates from their fear and awe of Allah, and, as a re-
 ward for their internal closeness to our Lord, they will be rewarded
 with Paradise, the most beautiful abode of love and truthfulness.
 The true source of love in the believers’ hearts is their profound
 love of Allah. Believers love Allah greatly and, at every moment,
 strive to gain His love and good pleasure.
 Allah has created everything from nothing. While a person was
 still in a state of “nothingness,” Allah granted him or her life as a
 blessing. Our Lord, the Most Merciful, the Most Gracious,
 and the possessor of infinite mercy, has provided
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 11111111
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everything for His servants: a vast variety of foods, fruits,
 and flowers; lovely creatures and landscapes in which we take
 pleasure; and all other things, from the Sun to water, from the air
 we breathe to the vitamins we need. He created all of this per-
 fectly on our world, which travels thousands of kilometers per
 hour in outer space, and maintains it in absolute safety. Believers
 who think about the blessings bestowed upon them, who are
 aware that He can do all things and is the sole sovereign of the
 universe, the Creator of everything in the best possible form, will
 feel their love for Allah strengthen. Those who love and fear
 Allah, and hold Him in awe, will faithfully observe the bound-
 aries that He has established for humanity, show great
 sensitivity when implementing His rules, and do their
 best to win His good pleasure, love, mercy, and
 Paradise.
 11221122
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 Every believer who loves and respects Allah and who
 strives to please Him, enriches the world with goodness.
 Whoever loves Allah also loves His creations, feels compassion
 and mercy for them, and wants to protect them by bringing more
 goodness and beauty into the world. Allah’s messengers, the
 most excellent and moral people in the world, always invited
 their people toward love and closeness to each other and to
 Allah.
 Allah gives the following glad tidings to these people:
 That is the good news that Allah gives to His servants who
 believe and do right actions. Say: “I do not ask you for any
 wage for this—except that you love your near of kin. If any-
 one does a good action, We will increase the good of it for
 him. Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Ever-Thankful.”
 (Surat ash-Shura, 23)
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Some people, who are not aware of the Qur’an’s morality and
 who, as a result, cannot properly acknowledge and appreciate Allah,
 are deprived of love and friendship and live a life characterized by
 pain and punishment. Among these people, even the ones who lead
 the apparently most successful lives cannot find true happiness and
 peace. Those who lead a solitary life that has no room for love and
 friendship, and who do not live by the Qur’an, find no moment that
 is truly good or enjoyable. Such a state is a punishment for those
 who are characterized by spiritual and temporal cruelty toward oth-
 ers and a lack of belief. They will never truly love or be loved. The
 love experienced by these people (ascribing partners to Allah) is not
 true love and will only bring them pessimism, hopelessness, and
 pain.
 11441144
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HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 11551155
 As Allah informs us, loneliness and a lack of friendship are spe-
 cific to Hell:
 He did not believe in Allah the Magnificent, nor did he urge the
 feeding of the poor. Therefore, here today he has no friend.
 (Surat al-Haqqa, 33-35)
 This book seeks to remind believers of the importance of feeling
 love toward our Lord, Who possesses infinite mercy, and the impor-
 tance of Allah’s love toward His creations and the believers, as well
 as to demonstrate that the lack of love, which is a sign of those who
 deny His existence, is a great catastrophe and punishment. Believers
 must do their best to avoid this situation by leading a life full of love
 with the hope of attaining Paradise and binding oneself with love
 and loyalty to our Lord, humanity’s true Friend and Guardian, and
 to the believers.
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eople naturally like to express
 their happiness toward those who
 show them a little courtesy or kind-
 ness. For example, he would be very
 happy if a person welcomes him to
 his home and offers him whatever he
 likes, especially if the host is a sensitive person who offers
 whatever is needed before being asked to do so. Similarly, a per-
 son who is suffering from a serious illness and who regains his
 health due to a doctor’s treatment will not know how to thank
 him appropriately. The same is true for a pedestrian who is res-
 cued by a stranger from an oncoming car, for he will do what-
 ever he can to show his gratitude.
 Someone who is sick and dependent upon others will
 constantly thank his care-taker, who ensures that his
 needs are being met. In recognition of this service, he
 will show his love and appreciation by treating
 him in a very respectful manner. Every per-
 son loves those who are good to them,
 and will try to treat them in the
 same manner.
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HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
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 However, some people forget that only
 Allah can make people happy, treat them with
 respect, offer them good sustenance and bless-
 ings, create pleasing views for them, grant them
 a new lease on life every morning, protect them
 from all dangers, cure them when they are ill,
 ease their pain and suffering through medicine,
 and that He owns everything that exists.
 Therefore, as all of the blessings and goodness
 that people experience come only from Allah,
 they should direct all of their love, respect, sense
 of obligation, loyalty, and thanks to Him. While
 thanking others for their help, we should never
 forget that our Lord has inspired them to show
 us mercy and help us. Allah informs us that:
 To Allah belongs the kingdom of the heav-
 ens and Earth. He gives life and causes to
 die. You have no protector or helper be-
 sides Allah. (Surat at-Tawba, 116)
 The Qur’an also relates Prophet Ibrahim’s
 (as) supplication to Allah, which highlights His
 mercy upon humanity:
 “He Who created me and guides me, Who
 gives me food and drink. When I am ill, He
 heals me. He will cause my death and then
 give me life.” (Surat ash-Shu‘ara’, 78-82)
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Allah is the Source of Each Person’sBeauty
 Allah provided life to everybody from nothing, and created the
 world in the most beautiful and beneficial form possible. For exam-
 ple, people can breathe with ease, for, out of His mercy, He created
 the correct proportion of atmospheric gases needed for people to
 breathe. We all know that it is very hard to breathe in a closed envi-
 ronment, and that as the amount of available air de-
 creases, the resulting pain felt by a person in-
 22002200
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creases. We could have been born into a world where breathing was
 difficult. However, due to Allah’s will and mercy, this was not the
 case. In fact, the air on our planet relaxes and pleases us.
 Allah has filled the world with unlimited varieties of vegeta-
 bles, fruits, grain cereals, and plants. If He had willed, He could have
 created just one type of very unpleasant-tasting food and made it vi-
 tal to our survival, so that we would be forced to continue produc-
 ing and consuming it. However, as part of His infinite mercy and
 love, Allah created a wide variety of fruits and vegetables with dif-
 ferent flavors. Allah has created people in such a way that they must
 eat in order to survive, and, because of His mercy, has made eating
 an enjoyable experience.
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 22112211
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In addition, all animals have some hidden beauty. Such domes-
 ticated animals as horses, camels, and dogs are able to help people,
 while other house-bound animals like birds and cats have character-
 istics that make them loveable. For example, He has given parrots
 the ability to mimic human speech and has clothed them in aesthet-
 ically pleasing feathers of blue, yellow, green, and other varied tones,
 and made them able to respond to human affection. In other words,
 Allah created this little creature as a source of love and amusement
 for people.
 22222222
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From the air we breathe to the rain that falls, from the
 products that grow on top of the land and beneath it, from the
 animals we like to water, the cornerstone of our survival,
 everything in nature reaches us without us exerting any ef-
 fort. For people to live and continue to live, the most detailed
 workings take place and the most sensitive ratios are contin-
 uously maintained throughout the universe.
 22442244
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HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
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Non-human creatures are unaware of their specific characteris-
 tics. A rabbit lives without knowing how loveable it is; a butterfly
 has no awareness of its wings’ symmetry, designs, and coordination;
 and a peacock, a most exquisite example of color, design, and sym-
 metry, remains unaware of why it has been created and cannot com-
 prehend beautiful things. In fact, the peacock’s designs and colors of
 its tail, one of the world’s most beautiful spectacles, is enough to re-
 mind people to thank Allah and is just one of the blessings that
 shows His power and ability to create.
 22662266
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Allah presents all of these beautiful creatures as a blessing to
 humanity. Thus people who see the aesthetics, symmetry, and colors
 of these animals should acknowledge Allah’s power and thank Him,
 the Creator of all of these beauties.
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 22772277
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Allah’s creations are beyond numbering. For example, there is
 an unmatched aesthetic beauty in each rose. Its petals have an ab-
 solute symmetry and have been arranged with particular care. The
 top of each petal resembles a very expensive material that is almost
 as soft as velvet. Despite being planted and raised in muddy black
 soil, its lively colors are never dirtied or distorted. On the other
 hand, people using the most advanced technology available still can-
 not reproduce the specific characteristics of its perfume. Even the
 most expensive perfume becomes unbearable over time; however,
 each rose constantly delivers the same magnificent fresh aroma. And
 yet it is totally unaware of any of its remarkable characteristics, and
 no other plant or creature was created to enjoy its pleasures. But
 Allah has allowed people to enjoy each rose as a blessing.
 Every beauty is a blessing from our Lord and a reflection of His
 infinite beauty. For this reason, every conscious, thinking person
 should thank Allah with great gratitude and love, for He owns all of
 this beauty. Allah informs us that all of His creations contain many
 proofs on which people should reflect:
 And also the things of varying colors He has created for you in
 the earth. There is certainly a sign in that for people who pay
 heed. (Surat an-Nahl, 13)
 We have mentioned only a few of the blessings He has be-
 stowed on people. However, reflecting on just one of these examples
 is enough to understand Allah’s mercy on all people. Those people
 who, due to Allah’s will, have some degree of understanding and
 can therefore make decisions, should
 use this capacity to understand and
 love Allah properly. By using their
 conscience, people who acknowl-
 edge this magnificent system of cre-
 22882288
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HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
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ation will see that the world is full of reasons for increasing their love
 for Allah.
 Many Qur’anic verses call upon people to reflect on the many
 blessings bestowed upon them and remind them of some of these
 blessings:
 He created humanity from a drop of sperm, and yet it is an open
 challenger! And He created livestock. There is warmth and var-
 ious uses for you in them, and some you eat. There is beauty in
 them for you in the evening when you bring them home, and in
 the morning when you drive them out to graze. They carry your
 loads to lands you would never reach except with great diffi-
 culty. Your Lord is All-Gentle, Most Merciful. And horses,
 33003300
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mules, and donkeys both to ride and for adornment. And He
 creates other things you do not know. The way should lead to
 Allah, but there are those who deviate from it. If He had willed,
 He could have guided every one of you. He sends down water
 from the sky. From it you drink, and from it come the shrubs
 among which you graze your herds. And by it He makes crops
 grow for you, as well as olives, dates, grapes, and fruit of every
 kind. There is certainly a sign in that
 for people who reflect. He has
 made night and day sub-
 servient to you, and the Sun
 and the Moon and stars, all
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 33113311
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subject to His command. There are certainly signs in that for
 people who use their intellect. And also the things of varying
 colors He has created for you in the earth. There is certainly a
 sign in that for people who pay heed. He made the sea sub-
 servient to you so that you can eat fresh flesh from it and bring
 out from it ornaments to wear. You see the ships sailing through
 it so that you can seek His bounty, and so that, hopefully, you
 will show thanks. He cast firmly embedded mountains on the
 Earth so it would not move under you, and rivers and pathways
 so that, hopefully, you would be guided. (Surat an-Nahl, 4-15)
 These blessings are only a sample of the blessings given to hu-
 manity, for in a following verse, Allah proclaims: “If you tried to
 number Allah’s blessings, you could never count them. Allah is
 Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful” (Surat an-Nahl, 18). Even if a per-
 son reflected on the blessings recalled in these verses, this would be
 enough for him to understand Allah’s infinite benevolence, compas-
 sion, and mercy. Allah endowed us with life, ensured our livelihood,
 made us happy, and created every creature and event that makes us
 happy. For this reason, we must continually thank Him for these
 blessings and feel a great love for Him.
 33223322
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Allah Created All People from Nothing andGave Them Life
 People will see Allah’s grace upon
 them, as well as His eternal mercy
 and compassion, when they reflect
 on how they were created, received
 life, and have been carefully pro-
 tected from the moment of their
 birth until this very moment. Allah
 calls upon people to reflect on their
 creation in the following verse:
 Does not humanity recall
 that We created it when
 it was nothing? (Surah
 Maryam, 67)
 33663366
 LLoovvee ooff AAllllaahh
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Allah places the fetus in the most protective situation, thereby
 preventing the resulting child from becoming disabled or experienc-
 ing pain and suffering. Whatever a baby needs was created billions
 of years ago. From the air that he breathes to his mother’s milk that
 contains every nutrient he requires, everything is ready for him.
 Every person’s body is protected throughout their life within
 the faultless system that Allah has created. For example, each per-
 son’s heart beats without stopping, even though a person does noth-
 ing to ensure this. If he had to ensure that his heart beat every sec-
 ond of his life, his life would become unbearable, for he would be
 unable to sleep, eat, or do anything else but think about his heart
 beating. However, Allah has ordered each person’s heart to beat
 from the moment of life to the moment of death. As a result, He en-
 sures that each person’s heart will never stop beating, even for a sec-
 ond.
 A person has no final control over his or her body, despite as-
 serting the opposite. Our Most Glorious Lord is the sole controller of
 each part of a person’s body. A person cannot independently control
 and manage the blood traveling with great speed, how much blood
 the heart pumps, how long it takes to coagulate, and all of the vari-
 ous systems (e.g., respiratory, digestive, immune, nervous, and so
 on) existing within his body.
 A person is dependent upon Allah for everything, as Allah re-
 veals:
 O humanity. You are the poor in need of Allah, whereas Allah
 is the Rich Beyond Need, the Praiseworthy. (Surah Fatir, 15)
 Every morning when you wake up, you see that your body
 works perfectly so that you can live. You breathe with ease, and see
 a colorful world without exerting the slightest effort.
 You will hear noises clearly, sense all the smells with ease, and
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 33773377
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 eat whatever you desire. You do not have to focus and dwell on
 where the vitamins that you consume in your food are sent, how
 your immune system operates and interacts with microbes and
 viruses, how your brain produces images of a piece of furniture, or
 any other details.
 Without any exertion, you can recall what you did yesterday or
 many years ago and store all of this information in your memory.
 Most importantly, despite having a body that operates according to
 sensitive balances, you will be in good health, for Allah is constant-
 ly controlling all of your systems. This is why people should reflect
 on the faultless systems and innumerable blessings that our Lord has
 bestowed upon them. As Allah reminds us in the Qur’an:
 O humanity. What has deluded you in respect of your Noble
 Lord—He Who created you, formed you, proportioned you, and
 assembled you in whatever way He willed? (Surat al-Infitar, 6-
 8)
 Therefore, if a person were to look at his body, a great deal of ev-
 idence could be found to lead him to acquire a profound and great
 love of Allah. In addition, the universe contains many details, all of
 which represent innumerable blessings bestowed on people. All of
 these extraordinary blessings are created and protected by our one
 and only friend: Allah.
 Those who reflect on these details see that they are constantly
 dependent upon Allah, Who has created them and enabled them to
 live. Without His consent, they could not even breathe. Thus, they
 can understand that Allah is their closest friend and guardian. Allah
 informs us of this reality in the following verse:
 [Say:] “There is no way out for you in Earth or heaven. You have
 no protector or helper besides Allah.” (Surat al-‘Ankabut, 22)
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Everything That Allah Has Created Is theMost Beautiful and Beneficial
 Whatever our Lord, the possessor of infinite justice and mercy,
 has created, as well as every judgment that He has made, is the most
 beneficial and beautiful for all people. Even seemingly unimportant
 incidents possess great goodness, wisdom, and beauty. Allah in-
 forms us of this reality in the verses:
 It may be that you hate something when it is good for you, and it
 may be that you love something when it is bad for you. Allah
 knows, and you do not know. (Surat al-Baqara, 216)
 We guided him on the way, whether he is thankful or unthank-
 ful. (Surat al-Insan, 3)
 Those believers who lead their lives knowing this fact will be
 content with whatever confronts them and whatever they hear, and
 always turn to Allah to thank him for all that He has created. Thus,
 they remember Allah with love and
 praise.
 44004400
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Allah Wills Ease for People
 Our Lord, the possessor of infinite mercy and
 compassion, has called people to the easiest and most
 beautiful path through His books and messengers.
 The religious morals to which He summons us are the
 easiest to follow, and the prescribed prayers are with-
 in reach of every person’s ability. Those who cannot
 fulfill their religious obligations have been informed
 of the many easy ways that they can use to change
 this situation and earn our Lord’s good pleasure.
 As we read in the following verses:
 We will ease you to the easy way. (Surat al-A‘la,
 8)
 He has selected you and not placed any con-
 straint upon you in the religion—the religion of
 your forefather Ibrahim. (Surat al-Hajj, 78)
 We did not send down the Qur’an to you to
 make you miserable, but only as a reminder for
 those who have fear [and respect for Allah].
 (Surah Ta Ha, 2-3)
 In another verse, Allah says that He will
 not burden people beyond what they can bear:
 Allah does not impose on any self any more
 than it can bear. For it is what it has earned;
 against it is what it has brought upon itself.
 “Our Lord, do not take us to task if we forget
 or make a mistake. Our Lord, do not place on
 us a load like the one You placed on those be-
 fore us. Our Lord, do not place on us a load
 44224422
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we have not the strength to bear. Pardon us, for-
 give us, and have mercy on us. You are our
 Master, so help us against the unbelievers.”
 (Surat al-Baqara, 286)
 This ease is a manifestation of His mercy, for-
 giveness, and compassion. Allah has established
 an easy religion for His servants, and, at the end
 of this temporal test, He offers the glad tidings
 of unprecedented beauty and unimaginable per-
 fection full of blessings in the eternal life of
 Paradise:
 Their Lord gives them the good news of His
 mercy and good pleasure, and of Gardens in
 which they will enjoy everlasting delight,
 remaining in them timelessly, forever and
 ever. Truly, there is an immense reward with
 Allah. (Surat at-Tawba, 21-22)
 Allah needs nothing and is free of all defi-
 ciencies. On the other hand, people need to wor-
 ship, pray, and display good morals. Even the
 world’s most brutal, violent, and faithless person
 cannot harm Allah in any way, for He is the sole
 owner and sovereign of all that exists. Still,
 Allah says that He will reward those who dis-
 play moral excellence. This is one of many
 signs of Almighty Allah’s forgiveness and mer-
 cy.
 The revelations contained within Allah’s
 true books brought people into the light from
 their darkness, and His sending prophets and
 messengers to guide everyone to the true
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 path is yet another manifestation of our Lord’s mercy.
 Allah has made the Qur’an a source of light that informs people
 of the right and wrong paths and reveals all things. Our Lord has
 told us about all forms of worship, belief, and behaviors for which
 we will be held accountable in the Hereafter.
 We have brought them a Book elucidating everything with
 knowledge, as guidance and a mercy for people who believe.
 (Surat al-A‘raf, 52)
 Allah states in the Qur’an that none of its letters will ever be cor-
 rupted:
 We have sent down the Reminder and will preserve it. (Surat al-
 Hijr, 9)
 Falsehood cannot reach it [the Qur’an] from before it or behind
 it—it is a revelation from One Who is All-Wise, Praiseworthy.
 (Surah Fussilat, 42)
 The Qur’an will be protected and remain valid until the Day of
 Judgment. In its faultless and complete manner, it is a great blessing
 and ease for all humanity. Allah informs the believers of these facts,
 as follows:
 We have sent down the Book to you making all things clear, and
 as guidance, mercy, and good news for the Muslims. (Surat an-
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Nahl, 89)
 Furthermore, Allah has sent
 His messengers and prophets
 throughout history to all people. These
 blessed people, whom Allah has selected,
 are very dependable, pious, just, and pos-
 sessed of good morals. They sought only Allah’s
 good pleasure, even at the risk of death, and spent
 their lives calling people to the true path. In
 addition, they were very compassionate, for
 they constantly thought of the believers,
 protected them, and were sensitive and
 self-sacrificing toward them. For Allah to
 select all of these special people with
 such excellent characteristics, and then
 send them to humanity, is yet another ex-
 ample of His kindness to believers.
 A further manifestation of His mercy and pro-
 tection is that He has informed all things to people,
 and has sent true books, as well as reliable
 messengers and prophets, to invite people
 to an easy path. Allah has ensured ease for
 all people throughout history, provided
 for them in the best possible form, and
 vowed to guard and protect those who
 adhere to His call. And, above all, He
 has promised Paradise with all of its
 beauty to the believers. Allah, the Most
 Merciful, is the protector and provider of
 all people in both this world and the Hereafter,
 and possessor of infinite compassion.
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Allah Accepts Repentance and ForgivesThose Who Feel Remorse
 Allah, Who possesses infinite forgiveness, reveals that:
 If Allah were to punish people for their wrong actions, not a
 single creature would be left on Earth. However, He defers
 them until a predetermined time. When their specified time ar-
 rives, they cannot delay it for a single hour, nor can they bring
 it forward. (Surat an-Nahl, 61)
 Even while you are reading this book, Allah has allotted a spe-
 cific period of time for you and all other people. This is a most ben-
 eficial period for the believers. Every person who fears, respects, and
 obeys Allah and then turns to Him in repentance for every sin that
 he or she has committed will receive forgiveness, as long as they are
 sincere. Allah’s infinite compassion is revealed in the following
 verse:
 Were it not for Allah’s favor to you and His
 mercy... and that Allah is Ever-Returning,
 All-Wise. (Surat an-Nur, 10)
 Since Allah is the possessor of infinite mercy,
 there is always the hope of forgiveness. Our Lord
 gives the opportunity of salvation to each person as long
 as he or she is alive, and has made everyone aware of this
 fact. Despite all of Allah’s blessings and mercy, those who
 forget Him or lead a life without thinking about their reliance
 upon Allah are, in reality, in a state of absolute heedlessness.
 Unable to appropriately acknowledge Allah’s mercy, love,
 and blessings in this life, they will be punished in the
 Hereafter.
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Allah Protects and Helps Those WhoFollow His Path
 Those who sincerely turn to Allah and follow His path will
 sense His protection and presence. Allah will clear the path for those
 who sincerely believe in Him, avoid the unlawful and engage in the
 lawful, by providing ease for them in all that they do. Allah informs
 us in many verses that He will help, protect, and raise them to high
 levels, for:
 … it is Our duty to help the believers. (Surat ar-Rum, 47)
 One of the best examples of Allah’s help and support can be
 seen in the life of Prophet Musa (as), who fled from his city, turned
 to Allah, and made the following supplication: “My Lord, I am tru-
 ly in need of any good You have in store for me” (Surat al-
 Qasas, 24). Allah accepted his supplication, en-
 abling Prophet Musa (as) to find a community of
 people with whom he could stay and
 on whom he could depend.
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Following the revelation of Prophet Musa’s (as) prophet-
 hood, Allah appointed his brother, Prophet Harun (as), to sup-
 port and help him in his mission to Pharaoh. Allah assisted both
 of them when Pharaoh and his armies set upon them. He split
 open the sea, thereby enabling Prophet Musa (as) and the Children
 of Israel to escape to freedom while Pharaoh and his army drowned.
 Allah relates the following information about this event:
 We showed great kindness to Musa and Harun. We rescued
 them and their people from their terrible plight. We supported
 them, and so they were the victors. (Surat as-Saffat, 114-6)
 Allah assisted Prophet Nuh (as), by inspiring him to build an
 ark to protect him and his followers from the impending flood; res-
 cued Prophet ‘Isa (as) from certain death by raising him to His pres-
 ence; and protected Prophet Yusuf (as) by freeing him from the
 Egyptian vizier’s dungeon and then raising him to high rank and
 power. Our Lord constantly assisted our Prophet (saas) by lighten-
 ing his burden. Allah informs us that He was our Prophet’s
 (saas) guardian, protector, and source of help, which enabled
 the believers’ hearts to be in a state of total peace and trust:
 Ask: “Who is going to shield you from Allah if He desires
 evil for you or desires mercy for you?” They will find no
 one to protect or help them besides Allah. (Surat al-
 Ahzab, 17)
 Our word was given before to Our servants, the
 Messengers, that they would certainly be
 helped. Our army will be victori-
 ous. (Surat as-Saffat, 171-173)
 O you who believe. If you help
 Allah, He will help you and
 make your feet firm. (Surah
 Muhammad, 7)
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People rely on Allah every moment, for there is no other helper
 but Him. Whenever you are faced with any form of distress, Allah is
 the only One Who can offer any help. As a mercy, Allah created
 many blessings for people to use when they are confronted with
 hardship. While people benefit from these blessings, it would be a
 grave mistake to assume that these blessings are a source of inde-
 pendent strength. Given that Allah has created all of these blessings,
 they should be seen as manifestations of His favor and mercy upon
 humanity. For example, if someone visits a doctor, only Allah can
 cure him. And, the doctor can only cure a person with His consent.
 By the same token, if a person hires a solicitor as his guardian to pro-
 tect what is rightfully his, his true guardian is Allah. A solicitor can
 only protect a person’s rights or ensure legal representation by
 Allah’s will. In reality, Allah brings all issues to an end and provides
 for a person’s blessings in the best possible way.
 For people who seek Allah’s help and who view our Lord as
 their true guardian, only true friend, and helper, Allah guarantees
 that His help will reach them from many different paths. Those who
 are conscious of these facts will never seek such guarantees
 from other people or sources, for they know that all help
 55225522
 LLoovvee ooff AAllllaahh

Page 55
						

is from Allah and so seek everything from Him. When people attain
 success, are victorious, or benefit from an unexpected source, they
 immediately turn to Allah and thank Him. As a result of this divine
 help, they regard our Lord with deep love and overflowing respect.
 Allah reminds us that He is each person’s true guardian and source
 of help in the following verse:
 Whenever We abrogate a verse or cause it to be forgotten, We
 bring one better than it or equal to it. Don’t you know that Allah
 has power over all things? Don’t you know that Allah is He to
 Whom the kingdom of the heavens and Earth belongs and that,
 besides Allah, you have no protector and no helper? (Surat al-
 Baqara, 106-7)
 Allah Accepts Supplications
 None of us has any independent strength. At every point of our
 life, we depend upon Allah to offer us His mercy, bestow some of His
 kindness and blessings, and protect and ensure our safety. Our Lord,
 the possessor of infinite mercy, informs people that He will respond
 to their supplications and prayers.
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If My servants ask you about Me, I am near. I answer the call of
 the caller when he calls on Me. They should, therefore, respond
 to Me and believe in Me so that, hopefully, they will be rightly
 guided. (Surat al-Baqara, 186)
 Your Lord says: “Call on Me, and I will answer you. Those who
 are too proud to worship Me will enter Hell abject.” (Surah
 Ghafir, 60)
 The fact that Allah, the sole sovereign and owner of everything
 that exists, whether spiritual or temporal, Who hears every prayer,
 knows everything that goes through a person’s mind, and responds
 to each prayer is a great blessing and mercy.
 While making a supplication, we can ask for anything that we
 want, provided that we adhere to Allah’s will and observe the limits
 that He has set for humanity. The Qur’an contains many of the
 prophets’ supplications and reveals how He responded to them:
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And Ayyub, when
 he called out to his
 Lord: “Great harm has
 afflicted me, and You
 are the Most Merciful of
 the merciful,” We re-
 sponded to him, removed
 the harm that was afflicting
 him, and restored his family to
 him, and the same again with
 them, as a mercy direct from Us
 and a Reminder to all worship-
 pers. (Surat al-Anbiya’, 83-84)
 And Zakariyya, when he called out to his
 Lord: “My Lord, do not leave me on my own,
 though You are the Best of Inheritors.” We re-
 sponded to him and gave him Yahya, restoring for
 him his wife’s fertility. They outdid one another in
 good actions, calling out to Us in yearning and in awe,
 and humbling themselves to Us. (Surat al-Anbiya’, 89-
 90)
 Nuh called out to Us, and what an excellent Responder We are.
 We rescued him and his family from the terrible plight, and
 made his descendants the survivors (Surat as-Saffat, 75-77)
 Moreover, He accepts the supplications of everyone in dis-
 tress and the needy:
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He Who responds to the oppressed when they call on Him and
 removes their distress, and has appointed you as inheritors of
 the land. Is there another deity besides Allah? How little you
 pay heed! (Surat an-Naml, 62)
 A person who sees his or her supplications answered experi-
 ences great joy. To know that Allah is always with you, constantly
 seeing, hearing, and knowing everything connected with you caus-
 es you to hope that Allah will help you in every task that you un-
 dertake and accept every request that you make as long as you are
 sincere. This increases a believer’s love, submission, and closeness to
 Allah.
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Allah Possesses Infinite Justice
 Throughout our lives, each of us has perhaps experienced and
 witnessed many people acting unjustly. Such behavior is routinely
 witnessed at work, while testifying, or making a decision. They con-
 stantly protect their own interests, or, at least, do not consider being
 just. Justice is one indication that the person possesses moral excel-
 lence, as well as honesty and sincerity. Such people who practice jus-
 tice even at their own personal loss will earn their community’s love
 and respect and, despite having different opinions on various mat-
 ters, will be respected and even declared to be heroes.
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Allah, the source of infinite justice, makes all of His judgments
 with precise justice. All people have received their portion of justice,
 and will continue to do so in the future. Every person will fully re-
 ceive the reward of their deeds with Allah. The Qur’an tells us how
 His justice will be implemented perfectly in the Hereafter:
 On the Day We summon every people with their records, those
 who are given their book in their right hand will read their
 book and will not be wronged by even the smallest speck.
 (Surat al-Isra’, 71)
 Say: “Our Lord will bring us all together and then will judge
 between us with the truth. He is the Just Decider, the All-
 Knowing.’” (Surah Saba’, 26)
 Being sure of receiving Allah’s justice, a person submits to Allah
 with boundless love and absolute trust. Subsequently, in all situa-
 tions he knows that Allah’s justice is manifest in that incident and
 thus welcomes with absolute love and happiness any incident that
 our Lord creates.
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ome people assume that love of
 Allah is enough for those who seek
 to live according to religious morals
 and earn Allah’s good pleasure.
 However, Allah informs us that His
 servants who possess superior morals and love Him also have a
 genuine fear and respect for Him. Every person who acknowl-
 edges Allah with all of His attributes and appreciates His great-
 ness, as well as those who have intelligence and a conscience, will
 fear and respect Allah to the utmost degree. Allah enables such
 servants, who also abide by His will, to distinguish good from evil
 and to observe the limits that He has set for humanity. Allah in-
 forms us of the blessings He gives the believers in the following
 verse:
 O you who believe. If you fear [and respect] Allah, He
 will give you discrimination, erase your bad ac-
 tions, and forgive you. Allah’s favor is indeed
 immense. (Surat al-Anfal, 29)
 For example, such people do not lie.
 Even if their self-interests suffer a
 loss, they will worry
 6611
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 about not earning Allah’s good pleasure and thereby earning His ret-
 ribution. Therefore, they will act in an honest manner. If they indulge
 in even a moment’s heedlessness and say something that is not right,
 they will immediately repent and undertake never to repeat that ac-
 tion in the future. Similarly, despite being in great need, they will not
 try to earn a living through unlawful means because they fear (and
 respect) Allah.
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 Every person who does not appropriately fear and respect Allah
 has his own private boundaries. Even if he is true and honest up to
 that boundary, he will act according to his own interests beyond it.
 Those who fear and respect Allah, on the other hand, will never stray
 from the straight path, regardless of how difficult their situation is.
 When confronted with any hardship, they immediately turn to Him
 in complete trust and ask Him to show them a way out.
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 Allah loves His servants, wills the good for them, is oft-forgiv-
 ing and merciful, helps them in every instance, and bestows kind-
 ness upon His servants without seeking recompense. The idolaters
 and unbelievers are far away from Allah’s mercy. Our Lord, the pos-
 sessor of infinite justice, provides for His pious servants who possess
 a genuine heart and true belief in Allah, and will reward them in this
 world and the Hereafter. Those who insist on unbelief will suffer the
 pains of Hell.
 Those who comprehend our Lord’s infinite strength and ability
 to punish in the Hereafter hold Allah in complete awe and respect.
 As a result, they are careful not to adopt an attitude that does not
 earn our Lord’s good pleasure. However, on the other hand, as a re-
 sult of their genuine and faithful love of Allah, hoping Allah will for-
 give their sins and accept their repentance, they do their best to earn
 His good pleasure and be rewarded with Paradise for their striving
 in His path. The Qur’an mentions the believers’ morals, as follows:
 Those who fear [and respect] their Lord in the Unseen will have
 forgiveness and an immense reward. (Surat al-Mulk, 12)
 O you who believe. Fear [and respect] Allah the way He should
 be feared [and respected], and do not die except as Muslims.
 (Surah Al ‘Imran, 102)
 Every believer who genuinely loves Allah will feel a great awe
 for Allah’s punishment and, by trying not to lose His love and con-
 sent, will strive to earn His good pleasure. Allah says of those be-
 lievers, who have these morals:
 But as for anyone who desires the Hereafter and strives for it
 with the striving it deserves, being a believer, their striving will
 be gratefully acknowledged. (Surat al-Isra’, 19)
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 ue to their strengthened
 love and genuine closeness,
 those who have faith love all of
 Allah’s creations and see the
 manifestation of His attributes in
 every creation. As the Qur’an declares: “Your friend is
 only Allah, His messenger, and those who believe: those
 who perform prayer, give alms, and bow [in prayer] (Surat
 al-Ma’ida, 55). Therefore, those who have faith harbor a deep
 respectful love toward sincere believers as well as His
 prophets, all of whom He sent to guide humanity to the true
 path. Prophets are role models of the Qur’an’s morality, and
 serve as examples of superior faith and superior morals.
 Allah says: “You have an excellent model in the messen-
 ger of Allah, for all who put their hope in Allah and
 the Last Day and remember Allah much” (Surat al-
 Ahzab, 21). Our Prophet’s (saas) life and morals
 contain many beautiful examples and wisdom
 for the believers, such as his deep loyalty
 to Allah, piety, patience, tender-
 ness, compassion, intelli-
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 gence, bravery, cleanliness, mercy and fidelity to Allah.
 Prophet Muhammad (saas) has reminded us of the importance
 of loving Allah and His messengers, as follows:
 None of you believes until I [the Messenger of Allah] am dearer to
 him than his father, his child, and all of humanity. (Sahih Bukhari
 and Sahih Muslim)
 Anas (ra) narrates that: “Allah’s Messenger (saas) said: ‘Whoever
 has the following three qualities will have the sweetness of faith:
 The one who loves Allah and His Messenger (saas) more than any-
 thing else; the one who loves a person purely and solely for Allah’s
 sake; and the one who hates to return to unbelief after Allah has
 saved him, as he would hate to be thrown into the Fire.”(Sahih
 Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)
 All of Allah’s prophets and messengers, who were selected by
 Allah, have earned our Lord’s good pleasure and have superior
 morals. In the Qur’an, Allah gives examples of their beautiful morals
 and mentions them with praise. Our Prophet (saas), Prophet Musa
 (as), Prophet ‘Isa (as), Prophet Ibrahim (as), Prophet Harun (as),
 Prophet Yahya (as), Prophet Yusuf (as), Prophet Yunus (as), Prophet
 Ya‘qub (as), Prophet Isma‘il (as), Prophet Sulayman (as), Prophet
 Dawud (as), and all other prophets and messengers have all been
 fine role models of sincere faith in Allah, respectful fear, piety, and
 beautiful morals. Through these exalted people, who used the
 Qur’an as a guide, believers learned of their splendid characteristics
 and have sought to reach the same level of morality so that they al-
 so may earn His good pleasure and join them in Paradise. Therefore,
 they strive to excel in adhering to the limits that He has set for hu-
 manity and to fulfill their obligation to Him. The believers’ profound
 love for the prophets shows their understanding of love. Their love
 for other people stems from their faith, good morals, and piety. To
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know a person’s such characteristics, even if you never meet that
 person, serves as a means for that person to be profoundly and en-
 thusiastically loved.
 Even if those who possess faith never see, meet, or come into
 contact, they will feel an internal love, respect, and a binding close-
 ness to Allah’s messengers. Allah sent all of the prophets as a mercy,
 and the fact that He mentions with love and praise in many verses
 heightens the believers’ love for them. Those believers always men-
 tion Allah’s prophets and messengers with respect, love, and praise,
 and always keep them in front of and above themselves. At every
 opportunity, they tell people of these great people’s submission to
 Allah, their closeness, love, and good morals, and call others to em-
 ulate the path of the prophets.
 Allah reveals the believers’ love for the prophets and informs us
 that they always put the prophets ahead of themselves:
 The Prophet has a greater claim on the believers than they have
 on themselves; his wives are [as] their mothers; and blood rela-
 tions have the better claim in respect of one to the other, ac-
 cording to the Book of Allah, than other believers and the emi-
 grants, except that you should act in a proper manner toward
 your close associates. That is inscribed in the Book. (Surat al-
 Ahzab, 6)
 Many verses relate the prophets’ good morals and superior
 characteristics. Some of these are given below:
 And left the later people saying of him: “Peace be upon
 Ibrahim.” That is how We recompense good-doers. He truly was
 one of Our believing servants. We gave him the good news of
 Ishaq, a prophet, one of the believers. We showered blessings
 upon him and Ishaq. Among their descendants are good-doers
 and also people who clearly wrong themselves. (Surat as-Saffat,
 108-13)
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 And left the later people saying of them:
 “Peace be upon Musa and Harun.” That is
 how We recompense good-doers. They truly
 were among Our servants who believe.
 (Surat as-Saffat, 119-22)
 We left the later people saying of him: “Peace
 be upon the family of Ilyas.” That is how We
 recompense good-doers. He truly was one of
 Our servants who believe. (Surat as-Saffat,
 129-32)
 We gave him Ishaq and Ya‘qub, each of
 whom We guided. And before him We had
 guided Nuh. And among his descendants
 were Dawud and Sulayman, Ayyub and
 Yusuf, Musa and Harun. That is how We rec-
 ompense the good-doers. And Zakariyya
 and Yahya, ‘Isa and Ilyas. All of them were
 among the believers. And Isma‘il and al-
 Yasa’, Yunus and Lut. All of them We fa-
 vored over all beings. And some of
 their forebears, descendants, and
 brothers; We chose them and guid-
 ed them to a straight path. (Surat
 al-An‘am, 84-87)
 In the Qur’an, Allah sends
 His salutations to the messen-
 gers:
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And peace be upon the mes-
 sengers. And praise be to
 Allah, the Lord of all the
 worlds. (Surat as-Saffat, 181-82)
 Prophets are Allah’s most
 loved people, His closest friends,
 and the most pious believers. As a
 result, they are also the believers’
 most dearly loved ones. They man-
 ifest this love, in turn, by sending
 salutations to them (as in the verses
 given above), following their path,
 and adopting their morals.
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Those Who Love Allah Also Love theBelievers
 Those who are loved by Allah are also loved by believers; those
 who befriend Allah also befriend the believers; those who earn His
 good pleasure also earn that of the believers; and whoever loves
 Allah should also love His servants. Those pious believers who fol-
 low His path are among those people most
 loved by Allah. For this reason, be-
 lievers love one another and are
 very concerned about each
 other. Many verses relate
 the believers’ love for one
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 another, their closeness to each other, their mercy to each other and
 their attachment to each other. Some of these verses are as follows:
 Restrain yourself patiently with those who call on their Lord
 morning and evening, desiring His face. Do not turn your eyes
 from them, desiring the attractions of this world. And do not
 obey someone whose heart We have made neglectful
 of Our remembrance, who follows his own
 whims and desires, and whose life has trans-
 gressed all bounds. (Surat al-Kahf,
 28)
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 Allah loves those who fight in His way in ranks like well-built
 walls. (Surat as-Saff, 4)
 Hold fast to the rope of Allah all together, and do not separate.
 Remember Allah’s blessing to you when you were enemies and
 He joined your hearts together so that you became brothers by
 His blessing. You were on the very brink of a pit of the
 Fire, and He rescued you from it. In this way
 Allah makes His signs clear to you,
 so that, hopefully, you will be
 guided. (Surah Al ‘Imran,
 103)
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l-Miqdam ibn Ma’di Karib re-
 lates that:
 The Messenger of Allah (saas) stat-
 ed: “When a man loves his brother
 (for Allah’s sake), let him tell him that he loves him.” (At-
 Tirmidhi and Sunan Abu Dawud)
 The Messenger of Allah (saas) said: “Shake hands, and rancor
 will disappear. Give presents to each other and love each other,
 and enmity will disappear.” (Sahih Muslim)
 The Prophet (saas) said: “Give present to one another, and you
 will then have love for one another.” (Imam al-Ghazzali, Ihya’
 `Ulum ad-Din)
 Good conduct is the root of love for one another, and bad
 conduct is the root of hatred, envy, and enmity. (Imam al-
 Ghazzali, Ihya’ `Ulum ad-Din)
 The Prophet (saas) said: “If two brothers meet with
 each other, they are like two hands, one of
 which wipes the dust off the other.”
 (Imam al-Ghazzali, Ihya’ ‘Ulum
 ad-Din)
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Do not envy one another, do not hate one another, do not turn your
 back on one another (in discontent), and be the servants of Allah
 like brothers. (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)
 Love Allah, because He nourishes and sustains you. Love me, be-
 cause Allah loves me. (At-Tirmidhi)
 The Prophet (saas) said: “Allah raises him up who humbles himself
 for Allah. He humbles the one who is insolent. Allah loves one who
 remembers Him much.” (Imam al-Ghazzali, Ihya’ ‘Ulum ad-Din)
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 elievers, whose sole objective
 in this life is to earn Allah’s
 good pleasure, mercy, and
 Paradise, and who have a heartfelt
 submission to Allah, will lead their
 entire lives for His sake. As outlined
 in “Say: ‘My prayer and my rites, my living and my dying, are
 for Allah alone, the Lord of all the worlds.’” (Surat al-An‘am,
 162), they aim to earn Allah’s good pleasure in whatever they do
 and in every instance. They use whatever they possess in their
 struggle to realize this goal. People who acknowledge all of
 Allah’s attributes; who constantly witness His power, greatness,
 mercy, love, and compassion; who sense the love of Allah at
 every moment—their love cannot be compared with any oth-
 er type of love. Allah describes this love as a “greater” love,
 while the idolaters’ distorted love is described as:
 Some people set up equals to Allah, loving them
 as they should love Allah. But those who be-
 lieve have greater love for Allah. (Surat
 al-Baqara, 165)
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 As mentioned in the above verse, some
 people associate partners with Allah, and
 love other creatures with the love that they
 should give only to Him (Surely Allah is be-
 yond this). The believers, on the other hand,
 know that no person or any part of creation
 has any innate strength or beauty, for it is
 Allah Who created all of them from nothing.
 No living creature can design or prepare its
 own beauty. The beauty possessed by a per-
 son’s face or the loveable nature of an animal,
 their expected life span and time of death, as
 well as everything else about them is created by
 Allah, and every beauty is only at His behest. So
 the believers will love that beauty as it is reflected
 in people, animals, and nature, being aware of this
 fact. Subsequently, a believer’s love is directly solely
 toward Allah, Who provides all of these things and
 Who possesses all things.
 Our Prophet (saas) also reminded us that the love we
 feel among ourselves should be for the sake of Allah:
 The best action is to love for the sake of Allah and to hate for the
 sake of Allah. (Sunan Abu Dawud)
 Whoever loves and hates for the sake of Allah, and whoever seals
 a friendship or declares enmity for His sake, will receive, because
 of this, Allah’s protection. (Sahih Muslim)
 Those who associate partners with Allah assume that each
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 person owns his or her own beauty, and so praise that beau-
 ty. This is like a person who attends an art show and associ-
 ates the beauty of the pictures to the artwork, even though
 the person who deserves this praise is the artist who
 painted the pictures. Given this truth, people who are
 confronted with a beautiful view, a pleasant sound, or
 delicious food should immediately think of our Lord,
 LLoovvee ooff AAllllaahh
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the Creator of all these beautiful things, and channel the resulting
 love, pleasure, and thanks to Him. Those who have true faith and,
 therefore, do not associate partners with Allah, have a strong loving
 bond with Allah, because they know that everything they own be-
 longs to Him.
 Allah informs us that Prophet Ibrahim (as) warned his idola-
 trous community in the following terms:
 He [Ibrahim] said: “You have adopted deities apart from Allah
 as tokens of mutual affection in this world. But on the Day of
 Resurrection, you will reject and curse one another. The Fire
 will be your shelter. You will have no helpers.” (Surat al-
 ‘Ankabut, 25)
 Thus, the “affection” between those who associate partners with
 Allah will ultimately turn into great hatred in the Hereafter. By for-
 getting His existence, they cause each other to lose their lives’ entire
 objective. In response, Allah turns their idolatrous love and closeness
 into eternal disgust and malice in the Hereafter.
 The Qur’an mentions those people who put worldly gains and
 the approval and love of others before earning His good pleasure:
 Say: “If your fathers or your sons or your brothers or your wives
 or your tribe; any wealth you have acquired; or any business
 you fear may fall into a slump; or any house that pleases you,
 are dearer to you than Allah and His messenger and striving in
 His way, then wait until Allah brings about His command.
 Allah does not guide people who are deviators.” (Surat at-
 Tawba, 24)
 Those who have faith acknowledge that all worldly goods be-
 long to Allah and, therefore, love them because they are a manifes-
 tation of Him. For example, the greatest love, closeness and friend-
 ship they feel will be towards other believers, who display the good
 morals that Allah is pleased with. This love does not depend on race,
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nationality, or any other self-interest. Nor does it depend on money,
 status, culture, or even material worth, for all of these have no real
 value. Allah describes the love between believers, as follows:
 Those who were already settled in the abode [Madinah], and in
 faith, before they came, love those who have migrated to them;
 do not find in their hearts any need for what they have been
 given; and prefer them to themselves, even if they themselves
 are needy. The people who are safe-guarded from the avarice of
 their own selves are successful. (Surat al-Hashr, 9)
 As mentioned, believers will accept all other believers as their
 brothers and sisters. Subsequently, to ensure the believers’ well-be-
 ing, other believers will gladly make the necessary sacrifices to
 achieve this goal. Such a mutual love is only possible through hav-
 ing faith and living by the Qur’an’s morality.
 Our Beloved Prophet (saas) stressed the importance of such
 love and the superior ranking of those believers who live a life with
 genuine love:
 The Prophet (saas) said: “Allah said: ‘Those who love one another
 for My glory will have minbars of light, and the prophets and mar-
 tyrs will wish that they had the same.’” (At-Tirmidhi)
 Allah bestows love, a very significant blessing, upon the believ-
 ers. We see this in the case of Prophet Yahya (as), of whom the Qur’an
 says:
 Yahya, take hold of the Book with vigor. We gave him judgment
 while still a child, and affection and purity from Us—he had
 fear [and respect]. (Surah Maryam, 12-13)
 In another verse, Allah proclaims that He will bestow true love
 upon the believers who undertake good deeds:
 As for those who believe and do right actions, the All-Merciful
 will bestow His love upon them. (Surah Maryam, 96)
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Here we must focus on one other important point: A person
 who loves for the sake of earning Allah’s good approval must love
 the person who possesses the highest moral qualities, is closest to
 Allah, and has the highest degree of piety. For this reason, for all be-
 lievers our Prophet (saas) is the most lovable and closest friend.
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Genuine Love Can Only Be LivedTogether with the Qur’an’s Morality
 People who devote themselves wholeheartedly to Allah feel
 within themselves a sense of love and excitement when confronted
 with all of the beautiful things He has created: a flower, a butterfly, a
 bird, a cat, or even a beautiful landscape. Similarly, people who ad-
 here to the Qur’an’s morals or a person with a face pleasing to look
 at will stir sincere amazement, because whatever they see they re-
 gard as Allah’s manifestation. The ebullient love felt toward Allah
 will bring forth a natural affection and love in their souls for any-
 thing His eternal beauty, masterpiece, wisdom and power are mani-
 fest. Only such people experience “true” love in the spiritual sense.
 Qur’anic moral values form the basis of true love, for only they
 can inspire a person to love someone else deeply with his or her
 morals, personality, and all individual characteristics. By leading
 such a life, which earns them Allah’s good pleasure, they will ac-
 quire many loveable, beautiful characteristics. Knowing that “In
 your Lord’s sight, right actions which are lasting are better both in
 reward and end result” (Surah Maryam, 76), they persevere in all of
 these beautiful moral characteristics. Such qualities as faithfulness,
 truthfulness, respect, love, humbleness, sacrifice, honesty, tolerance,
 forgiveness, mercy, a soft nature, and bravery can be constant only
 through living a life of awe and respect for Allah and adhering to the
 Qur’an’s moral values. The same applies to love. The basis for this
 love is having faith and respect for Allah and internalizing the
 Qur’an’s morals, both of which will cause them to love others for the
 sake of Allah with a strong and deep love. The resulting friendships
 with other believers will, in the Hereafter, lead to eternal friendships.
 A sincere believer’s superior level of moral values will ensure
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his or her high regard in Allah’s pres-
 ence and in the sight of fellow believ-
 ers. Such believers will expect and
 hope only for Allah’s love and good
 pleasure. In return, Allah will ensure
 that these believers are loved by Him,
 as well as other believers, that they
 will be granted a light and beauty, and
 that other people will have warm feel-
 ings for them.
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 Misunderstandings about Love’s TrueNature
 People who do not follow the Qur’an’s morals have an incorrect
 understanding of love. No matter how much they believe that they
 are leading a life full of love and respect toward others, these inter-
 actions are, in general, based on inappropriate and misleading bases.
 We will now examine some of these below.
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 Idolatrous Love between a Man and a Woman
 Examples of love based on idolatrous thinking are easily found
 in relationships between men and women. Some people channel
 their love and devotion toward other people who are, in essence,
 weak, instead of channeling it toward Allah. Sometimes, they make
 another person their life’s aim, mention their name whenever possi-
 ble, and try to gain their love. This person will be the focus of their
 attention for the whole day. Or, they think about this person all night
 and thus cannot sleep. Instead of seeking Allah’s good pleasure, they
 will struggle to please only that particular person, even if this means
 that they have to do something that violates the Qur’an’s morals and
 the limits that Allah has established for humanity. They will make
 any sacrifice for that person, but exert no effort to gain Allah’s good
 pleasure. In other words, they transform the objects of their attention
 into little deities. This is why some romantic poems, writings, or
 even discussions claim that the author “worships” the object of his
 or her affection. Such an understanding of love, which associates
 others with Allah, is prohibited, for one’s love of Allah is a much
 stronger and superior type of love:
 Remember Allah as you used to remember your
 forefathers—or even more. (Surat al-Baqara, 200)
 If someone loves anything
 else, whether a person, a thing,
 or an idea, more than he or she
 loves Allah, he or she will fall in-
 to idolatry and draw near to
 Hell. Surprisingly, many people
 do not see the truth of this state-
 ment and so continue in their idol-
 atry.
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Obviously, loving other people, being concerned about their
 welfare, and lovingly protecting their families and relatives are ad-
 mirable deeds and are blessings bestowed upon people by Allah.
 Such love, when it is based upon love for Allah, ensures that person
 will attain happiness in both worlds. If such love is not based upon
 love for Allah, the people will experience pain and agony in both
 worlds. Allah informs us that this second group of people will, in the
 Hereafter, try to ransom their way out of Hell by offering each other
 in payment:
 An evildoer will wish he could ransom himself from the pun-
 ishment of that Day by means of his sons, his wife, his brother,
 or his family who sheltered him, or everyone else on Earth, if
 that only meant that he could save himself. (Surat al-Ma‘arij, 11-
 14)
 The Day a man will flee from his brother, his mother, his father,
 and his wife and children. On that Day, every man among them
 will have concerns enough of his own. (Surah ‘Abasa, 34-37)
 Friendships Based on Self-Interest
 Some relationships, whether consciously or subconsciously, are
 based on self-interest. Some people, who feel an excitement when
 they meet a person whom they hope to benefit from, interpret this
 excitement as “love.” However, in truth it is no more than an “af-
 fected desire” for what that person has. In fact, such love often de-
 pends on the level of the “loved” person’s wealth and status. Wealth
 excites people, and thus the most excitement is felt towards the
 wealthiest person. As mentioned above, this type of excitement is
 nothing but an attachment to worldly interests. Rich people are not
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“loved” primarily for their morals and characteristics, and thus al-
 ways seem to have many “friends” even if they are easily angered,
 rude, selfish, illogical, merciless, always looking for gain, insincere,
 or even thoughtless.
 Some people want to be with those who entertain them: “A per-
 son who likes me should be able to make me laugh.” As a result, any
 resulting closeness is based on a deluded self-interest, for enjoying to
 be with a person who makes you laugh and feel happy is not the
 same as loving that person. However, because many people mistake
 the relief they feel for having gained something for love, they claim
 that they love that person very much.
 Other people assume that being around good people will raise
 their esteem. As a result, they will select “good” people to befriend,
 considering their physical features such as height, the color of their
 eyes and hair. Often, such people can see only the other person’s
 physical beauty, not their intelligence, conscience, or characteristics.
 They do not consider these aspects important because they claim
 that their love has “blinded” them. However, this “love” means “I
 love the esteem this person’s beauty earns me.” Apart from that per-
 son’s beauty, his or her spirit does not mean anything to them. Just
 because he or she is beautiful, many inappropriate and undesirable
 particularities such as being merciless, insensitive, or scornful may
 totally be ignored.
 Another important type of self-interest is trying to secure one’s
 future by getting married. Many people fear living alone, being un-
 able to support themselves, or of having no one to look after them
 when they are sick. Some people seek to abolish all such fears by get-
 ting married. For this reason, they attach themselves to the most
 promising person in this regard and convince themselves that they
 have fallen in “love.”
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 For the rest of their lives, they share
 their pains and complaints about their
 spouse with their neighbors and relatives.
 But when asked why they stay with that per-
 son, they claim to love them very much. However,
 the Qur’an and its value system say that love
 should expect nothing in return. People should
 love other people sincerely, which involves per-
 sonal sacrifice and expecting nothing in return, for
 that person is a manifestation of Allah. They should
 never backbite, but, as a result of this sincere love,
 should only speak well of them. They don’t obligatori-
 ly “tolerate” the others for they treat one another with
 compassion and mercy, cover up their misgivings, try to
 make them feel at ease, and respond to every need as best
 as they can. Sincere love, friendship and closeness are best
 demonstrated through these actions.
 Short-Term, Temporal Love
 Love that is not based on the Qur’an will inevitably
 be short-term in nature. For example, it is quite normal
 for people to dislike or feel upset with others when they
 realize that they cannot attain any benefit from that per-
 son. Similarly, those whom you formerly claimed to love
 become people that you have to tolerate if they have expe-
 rienced some misfortune or some physical problem. For
 example, you might no longer love a person if he or she
 somehow becomes disfigured by an accident or an illness.
 A “perfect” couple’s marriage might collapse overnight
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 when one spouse becomes terminally ill, experiences some personal
 or professional disaster, or is no longer as beautiful or as rich as be-
 fore. Sometimes, despite the spouse’s physical beauty or wealth, the
 couple divorces because they no longer “love” the other person after
 witnessing his or her weakness during the illness. Similarly, al-
 though they seemed to get along well in the days when they pos-
 sessed wealth and riches, some people inevitably lose the love and
 closeness they used to feel towards each other when their respective
 wealth and riches is dwindled away.
 In essence, true love should never diminish, but should only in-
 crease with the passage of time. A person who values another person
 for his moral values finds that her love for him will increase as his
 good characteristics become ever more apparent. Even if this same
 person is left crippled, broke, or physically repellant, her love for
 him does not diminish. These hardships may, in effect, increase a
 person’s modesty and maturity and thereby make him a better and
 more moral person. As a result, their love for each other only grows
 stronger. These hardships have no effect on true love because true
 love is based on the Qur’an’s morals and the desire to earn Allah’s
 good pleasure by obeying the limits that He has established for hu-
 manity.
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 eople who do not live according
 to the Qur’an’s morals cannot love
 or be loved in the true sense of the
 word. For real love to be mutual,
 both people must love Allah with deep respect and should
 demonstrate those morals that gain Allah’s good pleasure. Allah
 will place love in the hearts of His beloved servants and ensure
 that other people will love them. It should not be forgotten that
 Allah is the real source and owner of love. To enable someone to
 live with true love, which is of great value and a great blessing, a
 person should seek to be worthy of this blessing by adhering to
 the Qur’an’s morals, and should pray that Allah bestows true
 love. People who do not adhere to the Qur’an’s morals live a
 life bereft of true knowledge, hope, and true friends in both
 worlds.
 Allah informs us that love is a blessing that He
 bestows upon us:
 And affection and purity from Us—
 he had fear [and respect].
 (Surah Maryam, 13)
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As for those who believe and do right actions, the All-Merciful
 will bestow His love upon them. (Surah Maryam, 96)
 Among His signs is that He created spouses for you of your own
 kind so that you might find tranquility in them. And He has
 placed affection and compassion between you. There are cer-
 tainly signs in that for people who reflect. (Surat ar-Rum, 21)
 Given below are some of the characteristics Allah considers to
 be worthy of true love:
 To Be Self-Sacrificing
 Some people who do not believe in Allah and the Hereafter
 judge this world to be a place of great struggle, and therefore believe
 that the strong will inevitably overcome the weak. This view, the
 product of a completely mistaken way of thinking, is based on dri-
 ving people away from good morals and seeking to protect their
 own gains and interests. A community that is ruled according to
 such claims sees no need to help those who need assistance; to be
 self-sacrificing or concerned about another person’s welfare, happi-
 ness, and ease; to put his or her interests above their own.
 Subsequently, such activities are avoided because they bring no ben-
 efits to those who engage in them.
 Thus, these people cannot really love one another, for people
 cannot truly love those who think of their own welfare before they
 think of somebody else’s. For example, people who experience an-
 other person’s selfishness feel their love for that person die slowly. If
 a person only thinks about his own comfort, keeping a delicious
 meal or a comfortable bed for himself, and not thinking about his or
 her neighbors, this will inevitably shatter the love felt for that per-
 son. Since people regularly witness this type of behavior, they sub-
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consciously hold a negative view point toward such people.
 Some people who are far removed from the Qur’an’s morality
 cannot ask even their closest friends to make any sacrifice. For ex-
 ample, a mother who has to take care of her sick child cannot ask her
 coworker to do her work while she is meeting her child’s needs.
 Even if one helps his own parents, some trouble will probably arise
 among his siblings. On the other hand, most people, when asked,
 say that they love their parents dearly. However, if self-sacrificing is
 required and there is no real gain in sight for that person, most peo-
 ple will seek to avoid such obligations. However, those who truly
 love somebody else will make all sorts of sacrifices, and will never
 tire or get sick of such sacrifice.
 One of the sincere believers’ most identifiable characteristics is
 that they will freely put their own interests below those of other be-
 lievers. Allah gives one such example in the Qur’an, when recount-
 ing the Makkan Muslims’ emigration to Madinah, and how the
 Muslims in Madinah welcomed them.
 The Qur’an informs us of the beautiful morals of the believers in
 the following verse:
 Those who were already settled in the abode [Madinah], and in
 faith, before they came love, those who have migrated to them;
 do not find in their hearts any need for what they have been
 given; and prefer them to themselves, even if they themselves
 are needy. The people who are safe-guarded from the avarice of
 their own selves are successful. (Surat as-Hashr, 9)
 The Makkan believers emigrated so that they could live their re-
 ligion. They left behind all of their belongings, relatives, homes,
 vineyards, gardens, and their places of work in order to gain Allah’s
 good pleasure. This demonstrates their superior morals and indi-
 cates the fact they have chosen Allah as their guardian and are trust-
 worthy people. Their beautiful morals caused Madinah’s Muslims to
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welcome them in the best possible manner with deep love, respect,
 and mercy.
 Without considering their own needs and interests, they pro-
 vided for the interests and needs of their brethren when it came to
 eating and living. Their self-sacrificing actions were based on their
 strong and sincere love for Allah and all other believers. Their beau-
 tiful morals also drew the love of other believers toward them. Allah
 mentions these believers in the Qur’an with love and praise, and for
 the past 1,400 years they have left an indelible impression in every
 believer’s heart.
 Another example is given in the following verses:
 They give food, despite their love for it, to the poor, the or-
 phans, and the captives: “We feed you only out of desire for the
 Face of Allah. We do not want any repayment from you or any
 thanks. Truly, We fear from our Lord a glowering, calamitous
 Day.” (Surat al-Insan, 8-10)
 Despite being in need themselves, those who offer their food to
 the hungry will naturally be loved and respected. Let’s expand up-
 on this with the following example. Let’s pretend that you and two
 other people are very tired and hungry. In front of you is enough
 food for just one person and only one bed. One of them decides to
 eat the food and use the bed without asking you for permission,
 while the other person, despite being hungry, offers his food to you
 and insists that you sleep in the bed. In this situation, you would feel
 quite cold toward the selfish person, but quite warm and loving to-
 ward the one who placed his needs below yours. Allah created hu-
 man soul so as to be pleased with good morals and feel love and af-
 fection for such people.
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To Be Forgiving
 Some people who do not live according to the Qur’an’s morals
 easily become angry and dissatisfied with others, and get upset with
 those who do not live up to their expectations. Many people end
 long-term friendships with their “closest friends” and become their
 worst enemy in an instant due to relatively minor matters. This is be-
 cause they do not live by the Qur’an’s morals and thus cannot for-
 give, be patient or loving toward others, and they lead a life that is
 far removed from superior morals and the resulting characteristics.
 Believers, who are very patient and forgiving, will not become
 angry and end their friendships just because of some minor mistakes
 and misgivings. Instead, they will give the other person another
 chance, remind them of the truth, and help them change their be-
 havior. Instead of feeling anger and animosity toward their friends
 in public, they attempt to fix their mistakes and misgivings by giv-
 ing examples from the Qur’an. In sincere love, feelings of great un-
 derstanding and tolerance reign supreme. Every situation will be re-
 solved with love, understanding, and in peace.
 Allah reveals that believers should be forgiving:
 Those of you who are affluent and rich should not make oaths
 that they will not give [anything] to their relatives, the very
 poor, and those who have migrated in the way of Allah. Rather,
 they should pardon and overlook. Wouldn’t you love Allah to
 forgive you? Allah is Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat an-
 Nur, 22)
 You will never cease to come upon some act of treachery on
 their part, except for a few of them. Yet pardon them and over-
 look. Allah loves good-doers. (Surat al-Ma’ida, 13)
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 The Qur’an places no limitations on how believers are to forgive
 others. Thus, even those people who constantly harm the believers
 should be forgiven. Believers will quite easily forgive another per-
 son, even if they suffer a great loss as a result of that person’s actions.
 By forgiving a gossip, a trouble maker, or someone who causes him
 a serious material loss, and thus by being an excellent example of
 high morals, that same person may become a close friend. In fact,
 when a believer is forgiven, he or she will
 feel great love and gratitude toward the
 forgiver. Allah reveals in the Qur’an
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 that one has to be able to forgive in order to develop true love:
 A good action and a bad action are not the same. Repel the bad
 with something better. If there is enmity between you and some-
 one else, he will be like a bosom friend. (Surah Fussilat, 34)
 To Be Humble
 One can acquire genuine love only after conquering selfishness,
 working for gain, insincerity, haughtiness, and similar behaviors. On
 the other hand, modesty is one of the most important aspects of love,
 for those who see themselves as superior to others only value them-
 selves. Viewing other people as without value and inferior,
 they believe that they are the most intelligent, conscious,
 and worthy of respect. In other words, they turn
 their selves into little deities. Such people find it
 impossible to associate with those who are “in-
 ferior,” and so cannot sacrifice for them or put
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their needs first. As a result, they can feel no true and sincere love for
 them. Thus, love and haughtiness are mutually exclusive. A person
 who is haughty can neither be loved nor feel a deep and sincere love
 towards anyone.
 There are many reasons why haughty people lead a loveless life.
 They generally have characteristics that are conducive to making fun
 of people in order to increase their value in their own eyes. They
 think that publicizing other people’s shortcomings will display their
 own superiorities. No one will feel a sincere love in their hearts for
 those who constantly ridicule and degrade others.
 On the other hand, modest people are always loved, for they
 value the person in front of them and, because of their adherence to
 Qur’anic values, other people will feel at ease with them. Such peo-
 ple listen intently and sincerely to any advice given to them, and
 never argue and assert that they know better. Rather than becoming
 haughty, they will display a good and positive attitude. They will
 not dispute the truth nor repel the wrong with anger. They answer
 all questions with great sensitivity, and never demand that other
 people show him love or respect first. Even when dealing with a
 haughty and argumentative person, they will respond by being
 modest, value other people’s opinions, reply to everyone’s greetings
 in the best possible manner, and be full of love and respect toward
 everyone. In short, the modesty brought about by the Qur’an’s
 morals will develop into a model person who is very harmonious,
 open to different views, and not haughty. In fact, they will be mod-
 els of honor, care for others, and value others. For this reason, mod-
 est people are usually loved very much. Allah informs us of this, as
 follows:
 The servants of the All-Merciful are those who walk lightly
 [without arrogance] on the land, and who, when the ignorant
 speak to them, say: “Peace.” (Surat al-Furqan, 63)
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In another verse, He relates that:
 Your god is One god, so submit to Him. Give good news to the
 humble-hearted. (Surat al-Hajj, 34)
 Moreover, as a result of his modesty and soft nature, people
 gathered around our Prophet (saas):
 It is a mercy from Allah that you were gentle with them. If you
 had been rough or hard of heart, they would have scattered
 from around you. So pardon them, ask forgiveness for them,
 and consult them about the matter. When you have reached a
 firm decision, put your trust in Allah. Allah loves those who put
 their trust in Him. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 159)
 To Be Straightforward
 Some unbelievers feel very comfortable when telling
 lies. If such people do not admit their lies and stop
 engaging in this deceitful behavior, no one will
 love them. Liars often lose sight of the truth, and
 therefore are very undependable and untrust-
 worthy people. People cannot love those whom
 they don’t trust.
 Believers, however, never lie, regardless of the
 consequences to their own interests. Thus, they are
 completely reliable and trustworthy, for they do not hide
 or distort the truth, or make promises they cannot possibly
 keep. For believers, there are no such things as white lies. As
 a result, they do not resort to lying in order to be seen as
 doing good, or to protect their esteem in the eyes of oth-
 ers, to show off, to ensure their material gain, or to
 cause any sort of loss to other people.
 LLoovvee ooff AAllllaahh
 113322113322

Page 135
						

113333113333

Page 136
						

This beautiful moral value is one of the factors that turns a per-
 son’s soul toward love, for soul will form feelings of true love to-
 ward a person who displays honesty and truthfulness. Our Prophet
 (saas) emphasized the importance of love between believers and
 stated that before this love could be developed and strengthened,
 sincerity and trust had to be established first:
 Abu Hurayrah reported: “The Messenger of Allah (saas) observed:
 ‘You shall not enter Paradise so long as you do not affirm belief (in
 all those things that are the articles of faith), and you will not be-
 lieve as long as you do not love one another. Should I direct you to
 a thing that, if you do, will foster love among you: (the practice of
 paying salutation to one another by saying) as-salamu alaikum.’”
 (Sahih Muslim)
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 To Be Patient
 The Qur’an reminds us that “people are prone to selfish greed”
 (Surat an-Nisa’, 128). Thus, we must strive to protect ourselves from
 such negative character traits so that we can attain the high morals
 befitting Paradise. However, despite this, people make mistakes.
 People who are trying to live lives of genuine love and friendship
 should not forget this fact. They must be very patient and forgiving
 toward those who they love, be patient when their friends do some-
 thing wrong, and attempt to compensate for their shortcomings, for
 only those who are patient and unselfish can love and be loved.
 Patience strengthens and develops mutual love and tolerance.
 Believers rely on each other and, because they are believers and re-
 spect one another, bear each other’s mistakes with tolerance and for-
 giveness. To compensate for these mistakes, they redouble their ef-
 forts to live according to the Qur’an’s morals in the best possible
 manner, which only draws them closer to their fellow believers. For
 this reason, they are always patient with other people, regardless of
 the magnitude of their mistake.
 Our Prophet (saas) directs the believers to cover their fellow be-
 lievers’ mistakes and to support them:
 Every Muslim is a brother to a Muslim, neither wronging him nor
 allowing him to be wronged. If anyone helps his brother in need,
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Allah will help him in his own need. If anyone removes a calamity
 from [another] Muslim, Allah will remove from him some of the
 calamities of the Day of Resurrection. If anyone shields [another]
 Muslim from disgrace, Allah will shield him from disgrace on the
 Day of Resurrection. (Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim)
 The patience of a person who loves Allah and is constantly
 pleased with Him differs significantly from the understanding of pa-
 tience of unbelievers. Unbelievers attempt to “endure” in some situ-
 ations if they think that they will gain something from another per-
 son, or if they fear the repercussions of their community. They con-
 sider that they have the right to sulk, complain, or act badly. They
 will think: “I am putting up with this much trouble, so I am entitled
 to do as I like,” or other similar statements. For example, an unbe-
 liever who is looking after his sick friend will at some stage begin to
 be bored, become angry, and start to complain. He will complain that
 he cannot sleep, is very tired, that the job at hand is very hard, or
 even that nobody could possibly be as self-sacrificing as he is. These
 feelings will become noticeable and will cause his sick friend to feel
 obliged, for he will remind him all the time that he is doing him a fa-
 vor.
 A patient person however, responds to all of these needs with
 pleasure and does whatever is necessary to help him. He will never
 make that person feel obliged. Allah tells all believers to be patient
 with others, for it is one of their most beautiful character traits:
 O you who believe, be steadfast. Be supreme in steadfastness
 and firm on the battlefield, and fear [and respect] Allah, so that,
 hopefully, you will be successful. (Surah Al ‘Imran, 200)
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To Be Faithful
 One other characteristic that attracts the love of other people is
 faithfulness. Allah informs the believers that He will reward them
 for their faithfulness. For this reason, all believers implement this
 characteristic without reserve. As Allah tells us in the Qur’an:
 So that Allah might recompense the truthful for their truth and
 punish the hypocrites, if He wills, or turn toward them. Allah is
 Ever-Forgiving, Most Merciful. (Surat al-Ahzab, 24)
 Even under the most difficult of circumstances, believers will
 never compromise their faithfulness toward Allah and the believers.
 Allah mentions Prophet Musa (as) and his young followers as role
 models for all believers:
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
 113377113377

Page 140
						

113388113388
 No one had faith in Musa, except for a few of his people, out of
 fear that Pharaoh and the elders would persecute them. Pharaoh
 was high and mighty in the land. He was one of the profligate.
 Musa said: “O my people. If you believe in Allah, then put your
 trust in Him, if you are Muslims.” (Surah Yunus, 83-84)
 Throughout history, the believers and prophets have led lives
 whereby they have been killed, lost their wealth or esteem, and have
 been accused of various misdeeds. The believers, who have never
 left each other, as a result of their love for Allah and their fear, re-
 spect, and closeness to Him, have endured all of these dangers and
 have not yielded to them. Their heartfelt and unconditional loyalty
 to Allah is reason enough for the believers to feel love for one an-
 other. Allah informs us of this in the following verse:
 The believers are only those who have believed in Allah and
 His messenger, and then have had no doubt and have striven
 with their wealth and themselves in the way of Allah. They are
 the ones who are true to their word. (Surat al-Hujurat, 15)
 To Be Merciful
 Mercy is one part of love. Therefore,
 one cannot have sincere love if he has
 no mercy for others. Our
 Prophet’s (saas) mercy
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is an excellent example for all believers. As Allah states in the Qur’an,
 Prophet Muhammad (saas) displayed the most superior morals possi-
 ble:
 A messenger has come to you from among yourselves. Your suf-
 fering is distressing to him. He is deeply concerned for you, and
 gentle and merciful to the believers. (Surat at-Tawba, 128)
 Merciful people do not wish for the people living around them
 to lead miserable lives no matter how important their own lives are,
 how well they are doing, for those people are just the same, even
 more important, than their own needs. For this reason, one of the
 most obvious characteristics of a merciful person is that he is con-
 cerned with the issues of others and does his best to resolve their
 problems.
 Our Prophet (saas) directs all believers to act mercifully toward
 all other people:
 Those who have mercy will receive the mercy of the Most Merciful.
 Have mercy on those who are on Earth, and the One in Heaven will
 have mercy on you. (At-Tirmidhi)
 A Person Will Think of the Hereafter ofSomeone He Sincerely Loves
 A person’s real life, the eternal life of the Hereafter, only begins
 after death, for this world is no more than a temporary residence in
 which all people are tried. The believers, who are conscious of this
 reality, demonstrate their love for one another by preparing for the
 Hereafter. As much they would like to attain Allah’s good pleasure,
 mercy, and Paradise, they would like their loved ones to share the
 same blessings and beauties as themselves. Knowing that one could
 face eternity in Hell, they behave in a manner designed to lead oth-
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ers toward the true path. Whenever they see a mistake in each oth-
 er’s behavior, they immediately will do their best to help their
 beloveds alter their behavior and morals so that they will gain
 Allah’s good pleasure. They invite one another to what is good and
 beautiful, and withdraw from what He has proclaimed to be unlaw-
 ful. Their eagerness and sincere love for one another is one of their
 best characteristics. Allah informs us of the believers’ understanding
 of the strengthened love:
 Believing men and women are friends of one another. They
 command what is right and forbid what is wrong, perform
 prayer and give alms, and obey Allah and His messenger. They
 are the people on whom Allah will have mercy. Allah is
 Almighty, All-Wise. (Surat at-Tawba, 71)
 In Sincere Love, the Other Person’sDesires Always Take Precedence
 For many people, the most important thing in their life is their
 own welfare. However, those who love other people sincerely forget
 their own desires and put those of their beloved’s first. They do
 whatever is necessary to make that person comfortable and meet his
 or her needs. For example, if two people successfully complete a top-
 ic, he would rather see the person that he loves complimented. He
 will gain great satisfaction if his beloved is in the right, instead of
 himself, and would rather do the work himself instead of seeing his
 beloved become tired. He would never confound, belittle, or hurt his
 beloved, because his sole desire is to gain Allah’s good pleasure and
 love, as well as His Paradise. As a result, he will be able to demon-
 strate a sincere love and understanding for the other person.
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e have written this book on
 love because love has a sig-
 nificant role in the morals of
 Paradise. Those believers who
 possess faith and want to enter Paradise and to reside there for-
 ever with all the prophets, the affirmers of truth, and the righteous
 must, while they are in this world, learn to love others and acquire
 characteristics that are loved by others. One of Paradise’s greatest
 beauties is the infinite friendship between those people who love
 each other and possess beautiful morals.
 The path to Paradise is to love Allah completely and to be-
 come a person whom Allah loves very much. Such people fear
 (and respect) Allah (Surat at-Tawba, 4; Surah Al ‘Imran, 76),
 purify themselves (Surat at-Tawba, 108; Surat al-Baqara,
 222), are even-handed (Surat al-Hujurat, 9) and stead-
 fast (Surah Al ‘Imran, 146), are good-doers (Surat
 al-Baqara, 195), turn from wrong-doing (Surat
 al-Baqara, 222), and put their trust in
 Him (Surah Al ‘Imran, 159).
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The supplication for love mentioned by our Prophet (saas) is a
 significant example of understanding the love felt for Allah and the
 believers:
 The Prophet said: “One of the supplications of Hazrat Dawud (as)
 was: ‘Allah, I beg of You Your love, the love of those who love You,
 and such conduct as should lead me to Your love. Allah, make Your
 love dearer to me than my soul and my family, and dearer than
 cold water.’” (At-Tirmidhi)
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arwinism, in other words
 the theory of evolution, was
 put forward with the aim of
 denying the fact of creation, but
 is in truth nothing but failed, unscientific nonsense. This theo-
 ry, which claims that life emerged by chance from inanimate
 matter, was invalidated by the scientific evidence of clear "de-
 sign" in the universe and in living things. In this way, science con-
 firmed the fact that Allah created the universe and the living
 things in it. The propaganda carried out today in order to keep the
 theory of evolution alive is based solely on the distortion of the
 scientific facts, biased interpretation, and lies and falsehoods
 disguised as science.
 Yet this propaganda cannot conceal the truth. The fact
 that the theory of evolution is the greatest deception in
 the history of science has been expressed more and
 more in the scientific world over the last 20-30
 years. Research carried out after the 1980s
 in particular has revealed that the
 claims of Darwinism
 114477
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are totally unfounded, something that has been stated by a large
 number of scientists. In the United States in particular, many scien-
 tists from such different fields as biology, biochemistry and paleon-
 tology recognize the invalidity of Darwinism and employ the fact of
 creation to account for the origin of life.
 We have examined the collapse of the theory of evolution and
 the proofs of creation in great scientific detail in many of our works,
 and are still continuing to do so. Given the enormous importance of
 this subject, it will be of great benefit to summarize it here.
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 The Scientific Collapse ofDarwinism
 Although this doctrine goes back as far
 as ancient Greece, the theory of evolution
 was advanced extensively in the nineteenth
 century. The most important development
 that made it the top topic of the world of
 science was Charles Darwin's The Origin of
 Species, published in 1859. In this book, he
 denied that Allah created different living
 species on Earth separately, for he claimed
 that all living beings had a common ances-
 tor and had diversified over time through small changes. Darwin's
 theory was not based on any concrete scientific finding; as he also ac-
 cepted, it was just an "assumption." Moreover, as Darwin confessed
 in the long chapter of his book titled "Difficulties on Theory," the the-
 ory failed in the face of many critical questions.
 Darwin invested all of his hopes in new scientific discoveries,
 which he expected to solve these difficulties. However, contrary to
 his expectations, scientific findings expanded the dimensions of
 these difficulties. The defeat of Darwinism in the face of science can
 be reviewed under three basic topics:
 1) The theory cannot explain how life origi-
 nated on Earth.
 2) No scientific finding shows that the "evo-
 lutionary mechanisms" proposed by the theory
 have any evolutionary power at all.
 3) The fossil record proves the exact oppo-
 site of what the theory suggests.
 Charles Darwin
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In this section, we will examine these three basic points in gen-
 eral outlines:
 The First Insurmountable Step:The Origin of Life
 The theory of evolution posits that all living species evolved
 from a single living cell that emerged on the primitive Earth 3.8 bil-
 lion years ago. How a single cell could generate millions of complex
 living species and, if such an evolution really occurred, why traces of
 it cannot be observed in the fossil record are some of the questions
 that the theory cannot answer. However, first and foremost, we need
 to ask: How did this "first cell" originate?
 Since the theory of evolution denies creation and any kind of su-
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pernatural intervention, it maintains that the "first cell" originated
 coincidentally within the laws of nature, without any design, plan or
 arrangement. According to the theory, inanimate matter must have
 produced a living cell as a result of coincidences. Such a claim, how-
 ever, is inconsistent with the most unassailable rules of biology.
 "Life Comes From Life"In his book, Darwin never referred to the origin of life. The
 primitive understanding of science in his time rested on the as-
 sumption that living beings had a very simple structure. Since me-
 dieval times, spontaneous generation, which asserts that non-living
 materials came together to form living organisms, had been widely
 accepted. It was commonly believed that insects came into being
 from food leftovers, and mice from wheat. Interesting experiments
 were conducted to prove this theory. Some wheat was placed on a
 dirty piece of cloth, and it was believed that mice would originate
 from it after a while.
 Similarly, maggots developing in rot-
 ting meat was assumed to be evidence of
 spontaneous generation. However, it was
 later understood that worms did not ap-
 pear on meat spontaneously, but were car-
 ried there by flies in the form of larvae, in-
 visible to the naked eye.
 Even when Darwin wrote The Origin of
 Species, the belief that bacteria could come
 into existence from non-living matter was
 widely accepted in the world of science.
 However, five years after the publica-
 tion of Darwin's book, Louis Pasteur an-
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nounced his results after long studies and experiments, that dis-
 proved spontaneous generation, a cornerstone of Darwin's theory. In
 his triumphal lecture at the Sorbonne in 1864, Pasteur said: "Never
 will the doctrine of spontaneous generation recover from the mortal
 blow struck by this simple experiment."1
 For a long time, advocates of the theory of evolution resisted
 these findings. However, as the development of science unraveled
 the complex structure of the cell of a living being, the idea that life
 could come into being coincidentally faced an even greater impasse.
 Inconclusive Efforts of the TwentiethCentury
 The first evolutionist who took up the subject of the origin of life
 in the twentieth century was the renowned Russian biologist
 Alexander Oparin. With various theses he advanced in the 1930s, he
 tried to prove that a living cell could originate by coincidence. These
 studies, however, were doomed to failure, and Oparin had to make
 the following confession:
 Unfortunately, however, the problem
 of the origin of the cell is perhaps
 the most obscure point in the
 whole study of the evolution of
 organisms.2
 Evolutionist followers of
 Oparin tried to carry out experi-
 ments to solve this problem. The best
 known experiment was carried out by
 the American chemist Stanley Miller in
 1953. Combining the gases he al-
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leged to have existed in the primordial Earth's atmosphere in an ex-
 periment set-up, and adding energy to the mixture, Miller synthe-
 sized several organic molecules (amino acids) present in the struc-
 ture of proteins.
 Barely a few years had passed before it was revealed that this
 experiment, which was then presented as an important step in the
 name of evolution, was invalid, for the atmosphere used in the ex-
 periment was very different from the real Earth conditions.3
 After a long silence, Miller confessed that the atmosphere medi-
 um he used was unrealistic.4
 All the evolutionists' efforts throughout the twentieth century to
 explain the origin of life ended in failure. The geochemist Jeffrey
 Bada, from the San Diego Scripps Institute accepts this fact in an ar-
 ticle published in Earth magazine in 1998:
 Today as we leave the twentieth century, we still face the biggest
 unsolved problem that we had when we entered the twentieth cen-
 tury: How did life originate on Earth?5
 The Complex Structure of Life The primary reason why the theory of evolution ended up in
 such a great impasse regarding the origin of life is that even those
 living organisms deemed to be the simplest have incredibly complex
 structures. The cell of a living thing is more complex than all of our
 man-made technological products. Today, even in the most devel-
 oped laboratories of the world, a living cell cannot be produced by
 bringing organic chemicals together.
 The conditions required for the formation of a cell are too great
 in quantity to be explained away by coincidences. The probability of
 proteins, the building blocks of a cell, being synthesized coinciden-
 tally, is 1 in 10950 for an average protein made up of 500 amino acids.
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 One of the evolutionists’ gravest deceptions is the way they imagine that lifecould have emerged spontaneously on what they refer to as the primitiveEarth, represented in the picture above. They tried to prove these claimswith such studies as the Miller experiment. Yet they again suffered defeat inthe face of the scientific facts: The results obtained in the 1970s proved thatthe atmosphere on what they describe as the primitive Earth was totally un-suited to life.
 In mathematics, a probability smaller than 1 over 1050 is considered
 to be impossible in practical terms.
 The DNA molecule, which is located in the nucleus of a cell and
 which stores genetic information, is an incredible databank. If the in-
 formation coded in DNA were written down, it would make a giant
 library consisting of an estimated 900 volumes of encyclopedias con-
 sisting of 500 pages each.
 A very interesting dilemma emerges at this point: DNA can
 replicate itself only with the help of some specialized proteins (en-
 zymes). However, the synthesis of these enzymes can be realized on-
 ly by the information coded in DNA. As they both depend on each
 other, they have to exist at the same time for replication. This brings
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the scenario that life origi-
 nated by itself to a deadlock.
 Prof. Leslie Orgel, an evolutionist of repute from the University of
 San Diego, California, confesses this fact in the September 1994 issue
 of the Scientific American magazine:
 It is extremely improbable that proteins and nucleic acids, both of
 which are structurally complex, arose spontaneously in the same
 place at the same time. Yet it also seems impossible to have one
 without the other. And so, at first glance, one might have to con-
 clude that life could never, in fact, have originated by chemical
 means.6
 No doubt, if it is impossible for life to have originated from nat-
 ural causes, then it has to be accepted that life was "created" in a su-
 pernatural way. This fact explicitly invalidates the theory of evolu-
 tion, whose main purpose is to deny creation.
 Imaginary Mechanism of Evolution The second important point that negates Darwin's theory is that
 both concepts put forward by the theory as "evolutionary mecha-
 nisms" were understood to have, in reality, no evolutionary power.
 If, as materialists claim, mat-ter had the ability to causelife to form spontaneously innature, then it should havebeen much easier to performthis under controlled condi-tions in laboratories. To date,however, not a single cell or-ganelle has been artificiallyreproduced in laboratories,let alone a whole cell.
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Darwin based his evolu-
 tion allegation entirely on
 the mechanism of "natural
 selection." The importance
 he placed on this mechanism
 was evident in the name of
 his book: The Origin of
 Species, By Means of Natural
 Selection…
 Natural selection holds
 that those living things that
 are stronger and more suited
 to the natural conditions of
 their habitats will survive in
 the struggle for life. For example, in a deer herd under the threat of
 attack by wild animals, those that can run faster will survive.
 Therefore, the deer herd will be comprised of faster and stronger in-
 dividuals. However, unquestionably, this mechanism will not cause
 deer to evolve and transform themselves into another living species,
 for instance, horses.
 Therefore, the mechanism of natural selection has no evolution-
 ary power. Darwin was also aware of this fact and had to state this
 in his book The Origin of Species:
 Natural selection can do nothing until favourable individual dif-
 ferences or variations occur.7
 Lamarck's ImpactSo, how could these "favorable variations" occur? Darwin tried
 to answer this question from the standpoint of the primitive under-
 standing of science at that time. According to the French biologist
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Chevalier de Lamarck (1744-
 1829), who lived before Darwin,
 living creatures passed on the
 traits they acquired during their
 lifetime to the next generation.
 He asserted that these traits,
 which accumulated from one
 generation to another, caused
 new species to be formed. For instance, he claimed that giraffes
 evolved from antelopes; as they struggled to eat the leaves of high
 trees, their necks were extended from generation to generation.
 Darwin also gave similar examples. In his book The Origin of
 Species, for instance, he said that some bears going into water to find
 food transformed themselves into whales over time.8
 However, the laws of inheritance discovered by Gregor Mendel
 (1822-84) and verified by the science of genetics, which flourished in
 the twentieth century, utterly demolished the legend that acquired
 traits were passed on to subsequent generations. Thus, natural se-
 lection fell out of favor as an evolutionary mechanism.
 Neo-Darwinism and MutationsIn order to find a solution, Darwinists advanced the "Modern
 Synthetic Theory," or as it is more commonly known, Neo-
 Darwinism, at the end of the 1930s. Neo-Darwinism added muta-
 tions, which are distortions formed in the genes of living beings due
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to such external factors as radiation or replication errors, as the
 "cause of favorable variations" in addition to natural mutation.
 Today, the model that stands for evolution in the world is Neo-
 Darwinism. The theory maintains that millions of living beings
 formed as a result of a process whereby numerous complex organs
 of these organisms (e.g., ears, eyes, lungs, and wings) underwent
 "mutations," that is, genetic disorders. Yet, there is an outright scien-
 tific fact that totally undermines this theory: Mutations do not cause
 living beings to develop; on the contrary, they are always harmful.
 The reason for this is very simple: DNA has a very complex
 structure, and random effects can only harm it. The American ge-
 neticist B. G. Ranganathan explains this as follows:
 First, genuine mutations are very rare in nature. Secondly, most
 mutations are harmful since they are random, rather than orderly
 changes in the structure of genes; any random change in a highly
 ordered system will be for the worse, not for the better. For exam-
 ple, if an earthquake were to shake a highly ordered structure such
 as a building, there would be a random change in the framework
 of the building which, in all probability,
 would not be an improvement.9
 Not surprisingly, no mutation ex-
 ample, which is useful, that is, which is
 observed to develop the genetic code,
 has been observed so far. All mutations
 have proved to be harmful. It was un-
 derstood that mutation, which is pre-
 sented as an "evolutionary mecha-
 nism," is actually a genetic occurrence
 that harms living things, and leaves
 them disabled. (The most common ef-
 fect of mutation on human beings is
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 The larger picture belongs to a 100-million-year-old Nautilus fossil. On theleft is a Nautilus living in our day. When we compare the fossil with today’sNautilus (on the right is the cross section of the creature’s shell), we seethat they both have the same identical characteristics.
 cancer.) Of course, a destructive mechanism cannot be an "evolu-
 tionary mechanism." Natural selection, on the other hand, "can do
 nothing by itself," as Darwin also accepted. This fact shows us that
 there is no "evolutionary mechanism" in nature. Since no evolution-
 ary mechanism exists, no such any imaginary process called "evolu-
 tion" could have taken place.
 The Fossil Record:No Sign of Intermediate Forms
 The clearest evidence that the scenario suggested by the theory
 of evolution did not take place is the fossil record.
 According to this theory, every living species has sprung from a
 predecessor. A previously existing species turned into something
 else over time and all species have come into being in this way. In
 other words, this transformation proceeds gradually over millions of
 years.
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Had this been the case, numerous intermediary species should
 have existed and lived within this long transformation period.
 For instance, some half-fish/half-reptiles should have lived in
 the past which had acquired some reptilian traits in addition to the
 fish traits they already had. Or there should have existed some rep-
 tile-birds, which acquired some bird traits in addition to the reptilian
 traits they already had. Since these would be in a transitional phase,
 they should be disabled, defective, crippled living beings.
 Evolutionists refer to these imaginary creatures, which they believe
 to have lived in the past, as "transitional forms."
 If such animals ever really existed, there should be millions and
 even billions of them in number and variety. More importantly, the
 remains of these strange creatures should be present in the fossil
 record. In The Origin of Species, Darwin explained:
 If my theory be true, numberless intermediate varieties, linking
 most closely all of the species of the same group together must as-
 suredly have existed... Consequently, evidence of their former ex-
 istence could be found only amongst fossil remains.10
 Darwin's Hopes ShatteredHowever, although evolutionists have been making strenuous
 efforts to find fossils since the middle of the nineteenth century all
 over the world, no transitional forms have yet been uncovered. All
 of the fossils, contrary to the evolutionists' expectations, show that
 life appeared on Earth all of a sudden and fully-formed.
 One famous British paleontologist, Derek V. Ager, admits this
 fact, even though he is an evolutionist:
 The point emerges that if we examine the fossil record in detail,
 whether at the level of orders or of species, we find – over and over
 again – not gradual evolution, but the sudden explosion of one
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group at the expense of another.11
 This means that in the fossil record, all living species suddenly
 emerge as fully formed, without any intermediate forms in between.
 This is just the opposite of Darwin's assumptions. Also, this is very
 strong evidence that all living things are created. The only explana-
 tion of a living species emerging suddenly and complete in every de-
 tail without any evolutionary ancestor is that it was created. This fact
 is admitted also by the widely known evolutionist biologist Douglas
 Futuyma:
 Creation and evolution, between them, exhaust the possible expla-
 nations for the origin of living things. Organisms either appeared
 on the earth fully developed or they did not. If they did not, they
 must have developed from pre-existing species by some process of
 modification. If they did appear in a fully developed state, they
 must indeed have been created by some omnipotent intelligence.12
 Fossils show that living beings emerged fully developed and in
 a perfect state on the Earth. That means that "the origin of species,"
 contrary to Darwin's supposition, is not evolution, but creation.
 The Tale of Human EvolutionThe subject most often brought up by advocates of the theory of
 evolution is the subject of the origin of man. The Darwinist claim
 holds that modern man evolved from ape-like creatures. During this
 alleged evolutionary process, which is supposed to have started 4-5
 million years ago, some "transitional forms" between modern man
 and his ancestors are supposed to have existed. According to this
 completely imaginary scenario, four basic "categories" are listed:
 1. Australopithecus
 2. Homo habilis
 3. Homo erectus
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4. Homo sapiens
 Evolutionists call man's
 so-called first ape-like ances-
 tors Australopithecus, which
 means "South African ape."
 These living beings are actu-
 ally nothing but an old ape species that has become extinct.
 Extensive research done on various Australopithecus specimens by
 two world famous anatomists from England and the USA, namely,
 Lord Solly Zuckerman and Prof. Charles Oxnard, shows that these
 apes belonged to an ordinary ape species that became extinct and
 bore no resemblance to humans.13
 Evolutionists classify the next stage of human evolution as "ho-
 mo," that is "man." According to their claim, the living beings in the
 Homo series are more developed than Australopithecus. Evolutionists
 devise a fanciful evolution scheme by arranging different fossils of
 these creatures in a particular order. This scheme is imaginary be-
 cause it has never been proved that there is an evolutionary relation
 between these different classes. Ernst Mayr, one of the twentieth cen-
 tury's most important evolutionists, contends in his book One Long
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Argument that "particularly historical [puzzles] such as the origin of
 life or of Homo sapiens, are extremely difficult and may even resist
 a final, satisfying explanation."14
 By outlining the link chain as Australopithecus > Homo habilis >
 Homo erectus > Homo sapiens, evolutionists imply that each of these
 species is one another's ancestor. However, recent findings of pale-
 oanthropologists have revealed that Australopithecus, Homo habilis,
 and Homo erectus lived at different parts of the world at the same
 time.15
 Moreover, a certain segment of humans classified as Homo erec-
 tus have lived up until very modern times. Homo sapiens nean-
 darthalensis and Homo sapiens sapiens (modern man) co-existed in the
 same region.16
 This situation apparently indicates the invalidity of the claim
 that they are ancestors of one another. Stephen Jay Gould explained
 this deadlock of the theory of evolution, although he was himself
 one of the leading advocates of evolution in the twentieth century:
 What has become of our ladder if there are three coexisting lin-
 eages of hominids (A. africanus, the robust australopithecines, and
 H. habilis), none clearly derived from another? Moreover, none of
 the three display any evolutionary trends during their tenure on
 earth.17
 Put briefly, the scenario of human evolution, which is "upheld"
 with the help of various drawings of some "half ape, half human"
 creatures appearing in the media and course books, that is, frankly,
 by means of propaganda, is nothing but a tale with no scientific
 foundation.
 Lord Solly Zuckerman, one of the most famous and respected
 scientists in the U.K., who carried out research on this subject for
 years and studied Australopithecus fossils for 15 years, finally con-
 cluded, despite being an evolutionist himself, that there is, in fact, no
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such family tree branching out from ape-like creatures to man.
 Zuckerman also made an interesting "spectrum of science" rang-
 ing from those he considered scientific to those he considered unsci-
 entific. According to Zuckerman's spectrum, the most "scientific"—
 that is, depending on concrete data—fields of science are chemistry
 and physics. After them come the biological sciences and then the so-
 cial sciences. At the far end of the spectrum, which is the part consid-
 ered to be most "unscientific," are "extra-sensory perception"—con-
 cepts such as telepathy and sixth sense—and finally "human evolu-
 tion." Zuckerman explains his reasoning:
 We then move right off the register of objective truth into those
 fields of presumed biological science, like extrasensory perception
 or the interpretation of man's fossil history, where to the faithful
 [evolutionist] anything is possible – and where the ardent believer
 [in evolution] is sometimes able to believe several contradictory
 things at the same time.18
 The tale of human evolution boils down to nothing but the prej-
 udiced interpretations of some fossils unearthed by certain people,
 who blindly adhere to their theory.
 Darwinian Formula!Besides all the technical evidence we have dealt with so far, let
 us now for once, examine what kind of a superstition the evolution-
 ists have with an example so simple as to be understood even by
 children:
 The theory of evolution asserts that life is formed by chance.
 According to this claim, lifeless and unconscious atoms came to-
 gether to form the cell and then they somehow formed other living
 things, including man. Let us think about that. When we bring to-
 gether the elements that are the building-blocks of life such as car-
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bon, phosphorus, nitrogen and potassium, only a heap is formed. No
 matter what treatments it undergoes, this atomic heap cannot form
 even a single living being. If you like, let us formulate an "experi-
 ment" on this subject and let us examine on the behalf of evolution-
 ists what they really claim without pronouncing loudly under the
 name "Darwinian formula":
 Let evolutionists put plenty of materials present in the compo-
 sition of living things such as phosphorus, nitrogen, carbon, oxygen,
 iron, and magnesium into big barrels. Moreover, let them add in
 these barrels any material that does not exist under normal condi-
 tions, but they think as necessary. Let them add in this mixture as
 many amino acids and as many proteins—a single one of which has
 a formation probability of 10-950—as they like. Let them expose these
 mixtures to as much heat and moisture as they like. Let them stir
 these with whatever technologically developed device they like. Let
 them put the foremost scientists beside these barrels. Let these ex-
 perts wait in turn beside these barrels for billions, and even trillions
 of years. Let them be free to use all kinds of conditions they believe
 to be necessary for a human's formation. No matter what they do,
 they cannot produce from these barrels a human, say a professor that
 examines his cell structure under the electron microscope. They can-
 not produce giraffes, lions, bees, canaries, horses, dolphins, roses, or-
 chids, lilies, carnations, bananas, oranges, apples, dates, tomatoes,
 melons, watermelons, figs, olives, grapes, peaches, peafowls, pheas-
 ants, multicolored butterflies, or millions of other living beings such
 as these. Indeed, they could not obtain even a single cell of any one
 of them.
 Briefly, unconscious atoms cannot form the cell by coming to-
 gether. They cannot take a new decision and divide this cell into two,
 then take other decisions and create the professors who first invent
 the electron microscope and then examine their own cell structure
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under that microscope. Matter is an unconscious, lifeless heap, and
 it comes to life with Allah's superior creation.
 The theory of evolution, which claims the opposite, is a total fal-
 lacy completely contrary to reason. Thinking even a little bit on the
 claims of evolutionists discloses this reality, just as in the above ex-
 ample.
 Technology in the Eye and the EarAnother subject that remains unanswered by evolutionary the-
 ory is the excellent quality of perception in the eye and the ear.
 Before passing on to the subject of the eye, let us briefly answer
 the question of how we see. Light rays coming from an object fall op-
 positely on the eye's retina. Here, these light rays are transmitted in-
 to electric signals by cells and reach a tiny spot at the back of the
 brain, the "center of vision." These electric signals are perceived in
 this center as an image after a series of processes. With this technical
 background, let us do some thinking.
 The brain is insulated from light. That means that its inside is
 completely dark, and that no light reaches the place where it is lo-
 cated. Thus, the "center of vision" is never touched by light and may
 even be the darkest place you have ever known. However, you ob-
 serve a luminous, bright world in this pitch darkness.
 The image formed in the eye is so sharp and distinct that even
 the technology of the twentieth century has not been able to attain it.
 For instance, look at the book you are reading, your hands with
 which you are holding it, and then lift your head and look around
 you. Have you ever seen such a sharp and distinct image as this one
 at any other place? Even the most developed television screen pro-
 duced by the greatest television producer in the world cannot pro-
 vide such a sharp image for you. This is a three-dimensional, col-
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 ored, and extremely sharp image. For
 more than 100 years, thousands
 of engineers have been try-
 ing to achieve this sharp-
 ness. Factories, huge
 premises were established,
 much research has been
 done, plans and designs have
 been made for this purpose.
 Again, look at a TV screen and the book
 you hold in your hands. You will see that
 there is a big difference in sharpness and distinction. Moreover, the
 TV screen shows you a two-dimensional image, whereas with your
 eyes, you watch a three-dimensional perspective with depth.
 For many years, tens of thousands of engineers have tried to
 make a three-dimensional TV and achieve the vision quality of the
 eye. Yes, they have made a three-dimensional television system, but
 it is not possible to watch it without putting on special 3-D glasses;
 moreover, it is only an artificial three-dimension. The background is
 more blurred, the foreground appears like a paper setting. Never has
 it been possible to produce a sharp and distinct vision like that of the
 eye. In both the camera and the television, there is a loss of image
 quality.
 Evolutionists claim that the mechanism producing this sharp
 and distinct image has been formed by chance. Now, if somebody
 told you that the television in your room was formed as a result of
 chance, that all of its atoms just happened to come together and
 make up this device that produces an image, what would you think?
 How can atoms do what thousands of people cannot?
 If a device producing a more primitive image than the eye could
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not have been formed by chance, then it is very evident that the eye
 and the image seen by the eye could not have been formed by
 chance. The same situation applies to the ear. The outer ear picks up
 the available sounds by the auricle and directs them to the middle
 ear, the middle ear transmits the sound vibrations by intensifying
 them, and the inner ear sends these vibrations to the brain by trans-
 lating them into electric signals. Just as with the eye, the act of hear-
 ing finalizes in the center of hearing in the brain.
 The situation in the eye is also true for the ear. That is, the brain is
 insulated from sound just as it is from light. It does not let any sound
 in. Therefore, no matter how noisy is the outside, the inside of the brain
 is completely silent. Nevertheless, the sharpest sounds are perceived in
 the brain. In your completely silent brain, you listen to symphonies,
 and hear all of the noises in a crowded place. However, were the sound
 level in your brain measured by a precise device at that moment, com-
 plete silence would be found to be prevailing there.
 As is the case with imagery, decades of effort have been spent in
 trying to generate and reproduce sound that is faithful to the origi-
 nal. The results of these efforts are sound recorders, high-fidelity sys-
 tems, and systems for sensing sound. Despite all of this technology
 and the thousands of engineers and experts who have been working
 on this endeavor, no sound has yet been obtained that has the same
 sharpness and clarity as the sound perceived by the ear. Think of the
 highest-quality hi-fi systems produced by the largest company in the
 music industry. Even in these devices, when sound is recorded some
 of it is lost; or when you turn on a hi-fi you always hear a hissing
 sound before the music starts. However, the sounds that are the
 products of the human body's technology are extremely sharp and
 clear. A human ear never perceives a sound accompanied by a hiss-
 ing sound or with atmospherics as does a hi-fi; rather, it perceives
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sound exactly as it is, sharp and clear. This is the way it has been
 since the creation of man.
 So far, no man-made visual or recording apparatus has been as
 sensitive and successful in perceiving sensory data as are the eye and
 the ear. However, as far as seeing and hearing are concerned, a far
 greater truth lies beyond all this.
 To Whom Does the Consciousness thatSees and Hears within the Brain Belong?
 Who watches an alluring world in the brain, listens to sym-
 phonies and the twittering of birds, and smells the rose?
 The stimulations coming from a person's eyes, ears, and nose
 travel to the brain as electro-chemical nerve impulses. In biology,
 physiology, and biochemistry books, you can find many details
 about how this image forms in the brain. However, you will never
 come across the most important fact: Who perceives these electro-
 chemical nerve impulses as images, sounds, odors, and sensory
 events in the brain? There is a consciousness in the brain that per-
 ceives all this without feeling any need for an eye, an ear, and a nose.
 To whom does this consciousness belong? Of course it does not be-
 long to the nerves, the fat layer, and neurons comprising the brain.
 This is why Darwinist-materialists, who believe that everything is
 comprised of matter, cannot answer these questions.
 For this consciousness is the spirit created by Allah, which
 needs neither the eye to watch the images nor the ear to hear the
 sounds. Furthermore, it does not need the brain to think.
 Everyone who reads this explicit and scientific fact should pon-
 der on Almighty Allah, and fear and seek refuge in Him, for He
 squeezes the entire universe in a pitch-dark place of a few cubic cen-
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timeters in a three-dimensional, colored, shadowy, and luminous
 form.
 A Materialist FaithThe information we have presented so far shows us that the the-
 ory of evolution is incompatible with scientific findings. The theory's
 claim regarding the origin of life is inconsistent with science, the evo-
 lutionary mechanisms it proposes have no evolutionary power, and
 fossils demonstrate that the required intermediate forms have never
 existed. So, it certainly follows that the theory of evolution should be
 pushed aside as an unscientific idea. This is how many ideas, such as
 the Earth-centered universe model, have been taken out of the agen-
 da of science throughout history.
 However, the theory of evolution is kept on the agenda of sci-
 ence. Some people even try to represent criticisms directed against it
 as an "attack on science." Why?
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 The reason is that this theory is an indispensable dogmatic be-
 lief for some circles. These circles are blindly devoted to materialist
 philosophy and adopt Darwinism because it is the only materialist
 explanation that can be put forward to explain the workings of na-
 ture.
 Interestingly enough, they also confess this fact from time to
 time. A well-known geneticist and an outspoken evolutionist,
 Richard C. Lewontin from Harvard University, confesses that he is
 "first and foremost a materialist and then a scientist":
 It is not that the methods and institutions of science somehow com-
 pel us accept a material explanation of the phenomenal world, but,
 on the contrary, that we are forced by our a priori adherence to ma-
 terial causes to create an apparatus of investigation and a set of
 concepts that produce material explanations, no matter how
 counter-intuitive, no matter how mystifying to the uninitiated.
 Moreover, that materialism is absolute, so we cannot allow a
 Divine Foot in the door.19
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These are explicit statements that Darwinism is a dogma kept
 alive just for the sake of adherence to materialism. This dogma main-
 tains that there is no being save matter. Therefore, it argues that inan-
 imate, unconscious matter created life. It insists that millions of dif-
 ferent living species (e.g., birds, fish, giraffes, tigers, insects, trees,
 flowers, whales, and human beings) originated as a result of the in-
 teractions between matter such as pouring rain, lightning flashes,
 and so on, out of inanimate matter. This is a precept contrary both to
 reason and science. Yet Darwinists continue to defend it just so as
 "not to allow a Divine Foot in the door."
 Anyone who does not look at the origin of living beings with a
 materialist prejudice will see this evident truth: All living beings are
 works of a Creator, Who is All-Powerful, All-Wise, and All-Knowing.
 This Creator is Allah, Who created the whole universe from non-ex-
 istence, designed it in the most perfect form, and fashioned all living
 beings.
 The Theory of Evolution: The Most PotentSpell in the World
 Anyone free of prejudice and the influence of any particular ide-
 ology, who uses only his or her reason and logic, will clearly under-
 stand that belief in the theory of evolution, which brings to mind the
 superstitions of societies with no knowledge of science or civiliza-
 tion, is quite impossible.
 As explained above, those who believe in the theory of evolu-
 tion think that a few atoms and molecules thrown into a huge vat
 could produce thinking, reasoning professors and university stu-
 dents; such scientists as Einstein and Galileo; such artists as
 Humphrey Bogart, Frank Sinatra and Luciano Pavarotti; as well as
 antelopes, lemon trees, and carnations. Moreover, as the scientists
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and professors who believe in this nonsense are educated people, it
 is quite justifiable to speak of this theory as "the most potent spell in
 history." Never before has any other belief or idea so taken away
 peoples' powers of reason, refused to allow them to think intelli-
 gently and logically and hidden the truth from them as if they had
 been blindfolded. This is an even worse and unbelievable blindness
 than the Egyptians worshipping the Sun God Ra, totem worship in
 some parts of Africa, the people of Saba worshipping the Sun, the
 tribe of Prophet Ibrahim (as) worshipping idols they had made with
 their own hands, or the people of Prophet Musa (as) worshipping
 the Golden Calf.
 In fact, Allah has pointed to this lack of reason in the Qur'an. In
 many verses, He reveals that some peoples' minds will be closed and
 that they will be powerless to see the truth. Some of these verses are
 as follows:
 As for those who do not believe, it makes no difference to them
 whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not be-
 lieve. Allah has sealed up their hearts and hearing and over
 their eyes is a blindfold. They will have a terrible punishment.
 (Surat al-Baqara, 6-7)
 They have hearts with which they do not understand. They
 have eyes with which they do not see. They have ears with
 which they do not hear. Such people are like cattle. No, they are
 even further astray! They are the unaware. (Surat al-A‘raf, 179)
 Even if We opened up to them a door into heaven, and they
 spent the day ascending through it, they would only say: "Our
 eyesight is befuddled! Or rather we have been put under a
 spell!" (Surat al-Hijr, 14-15)
 Words cannot express just how astonishing it is that this spell
 should hold such a wide community in thrall, keep people from the
 truth, and not be broken for 150 years. It is understandable that one
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or a few people might believe in impossible scenarios and claims full
 of stupidity and illogicality. However, "magic" is the only possible
 explanation for people from all over the world believing that uncon-
 scious and lifeless atoms suddenly decided to come together and
 form a universe that functions with a flawless system of organiza-
 tion, discipline, reason, and consciousness; a planet named Earth
 with all of its features so perfectly suited to life; and living things full
 of countless complex systems.
 In fact, the Qur'an relates the incident of Prophet Musa (as) and
 Pharaoh to show that some people who support atheistic philoso-
 phies actually influence others by magic. When Pharaoh was told
 about the true religion, he told Prophet Musa (as) to meet with his
 own magicians. When Musa (as) did so, he told them to demonstrate
 their abilities first. The verses continue:
 He said: "You throw." And when they threw, they cast a spell on
 the people's eyes and caused them to feel great fear of them.
 They produced an extremely powerful magic. (Surat al-A‘raf,
 116)
 As we have seen, Pharaoh's magicians were able to deceive
 everyone, apart from Musa (as) and those who believed in him.
 However, his evidence broke the spell, or "swallowed up what they
 had forged," as the verse puts it:
 We revealed to Musa: "Throw down your staff." And it immedi-
 ately swallowed up what they had forged. So the Truth took place
 and what they did was shown to be false. (Surat al-A‘raf, 117-8)
 As we can see, when people realized that a spell had been cast
 upon them and that what they saw was just an illusion, Pharaoh's
 magicians lost all credibility. In the present day too, unless those
 who, under the influence of a similar spell, believe in these ridicu-
 lous claims under their scientific disguise and spend their lives de-
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fending them, abandon their superstitious beliefs, they also will be
 humiliated when the full truth emerges and the spell is broken. In
 fact, world-renowned British writer and philosopher Malcolm
 Muggeridge, who was an atheist defending evolution for some 60
 years, but who subsequently realized the truth, reveals the position
 in which the theory of evolution would find itself in the near future
 in these terms:
 I myself am convinced that the theory of evolution, especially the
 extent to which it's been applied, will be one of the great jokes in
 the history books in the future. Posterity will marvel that so very
 flimsy and dubious an hypothesis could be accepted with the in-
 credible credulity that it has.20
 That future is not far off: On the contrary, people will soon see
 that "chance" is not a deity, and will look back on the theory of evo-
 lution as the worst deceit and the most terrible spell in the world.
 That spell is already rapidly beginning to be lifted from the shoul-
 ders of people all over the world. Many people who see its true face
 are wondering with amazement how they could ever have been tak-
 en in by it.
 HHaarruunn YYaahhyyaa
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 They said, "Glory be to You! We have no knowledge except
 what You have taught us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise."
 (Surat al-Baqara, 32)
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