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            his May, the international artillery community will be convening in London for the annual Future Artillery conference. Together, senior artillery officers, industry innovators and academics will share their unique perspectives and aim to confront the most pressing issues in the joint fires realm. The big guns are fast re- establishing themselves as an indispensable tactical instrument, vital for both self- defence and expeditionary warfare, and militaries worldwide have found that they share similar problems when it comes to making decisions on new equipment or new ways of training. Last year, Future Artillery welcomed over 180 delegates from more than 25 nations. Among them were representatives from as far a field as the contested South Pacific to the tense borders of Eastern Europe. Defence IQ caught up with two of the nations in attendance to investigate how the pressures vary from east to west… Lt Col Andy Shaw, Commanding Officer, 16 Field Regiment, Royal New Zealand Army Artillery “We’ve seen a few new and exciting developments for New Zealand artillery over the last couple of years. Firstly, we’ve seen refurbishment of our light gun fleet, which we anticipate will provide new life to the fleet out to around 2030. Additionally, we’ve now equipped the guns with a gun navigation and pointing system [GNAPS]. That provides us with far greater flexibility and speed in our deployment processes.” T FEBRUARY 2016 DEFENCE IQ ARTILLERY CHALLENGES ARTILLERY “New Zealand’s challenges have been around manning – maintaining the right skills, particularly at the junior officer level.” 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                
                    ARTILLERY ARTILLERY CHALLENGES T


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									others
								

							
	
                                View

                                    169
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    25
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						

his May, the international
 artillery community will be
 convening in London for the
 annual Future Artillery
 conference. Together, senior
 artillery officers, industry
 innovators and academics will
 share their unique perspectives
 and aim to confront the most
 pressing issues in the joint fires
 realm. The big guns are fast re-
 establishing themselves as an
 indispensable tactical
 instrument, vital for both self-
 defence and expeditionary
 warfare, and militaries
 worldwide have found that
 they share similar problems
 when it comes to making
 decisions on new equipment or
 new ways of training.
 Last year, Future Artillery
 welcomed over 180 delegates
 from more than 25 nations.
 Among them were
 representatives from as far a
 field as the contested South
 Pacific to the tense borders of
 Eastern Europe. Defence IQ
 caught up with two of the
 nations in attendance to
 investigate how the pressures
 vary from east to west…
 Lt Col Andy Shaw,
 Commanding Officer, 16
 Field Regiment, Royal New
 Zealand Army Artillery
 “We’ve seen a few new and
 exciting developments for New
 Zealand artillery over the last
 couple of years. Firstly, we’ve
 seen refurbishment of our light
 gun fleet, which we anticipate
 will provide new life to the
 fleet out to around 2030.
 Additionally, we’ve now
 equipped the guns with a gun
 navigation and pointing system
 [GNAPS]. That provides us
 with far greater flexibility and
 speed in our deployment
 processes.”
 T
 F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 6 D E F E N C E I Q
 ARTILLERY CHALLENGES
 A R T I L L E R Y
 “New Zealand’s
 challenges have been around
 manning – maintaining the
 right skills, particularly at
 the junior officer level.”
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
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“On the tactics and techniques
 side, we man both 81 mm
 mortars and 105 mm light
 guns, so working through how
 we’re going to use both
 weapon systems and how to
 train on both of them, given
 that our training year is a finite
 window, is something we’ve
 been figuring out. That’s in the
 frame of a usability
 perspective. It’s just a matter of
 working out how to deploy –
 whether we take both systems
 or deliberately take only one or
 the other. So we’re finalising
 how we approach this
 operationally and then ensure
 we’re training effectively to
 meet those operational
 requirements. It’s a big job
 trying to maintain our skills on
 both weapon systems.”
 “Certainly over the period
 of global financial crisis, the
 budget has been a factor as it
 has been everywhere else. But
 if I’m honest, in recent times,
 money has not been the key
 challenge that we’ve faced. We
 have sufficient ammunition and
 resources to do our job. Our
 challenges instead have been
 around manning – maintaining
 the right skills, particularly at
 the junior officer and junior
 NCO level. We’re in the
 process of dealing with that at
 the moment. Then it’s been
 down to the time it takes to
 train our people. We’re the only
 artillery unit in the New
 Zealand Army. Not only do we
 have the two systems to train
 on, but we have to undertake a
 lot of ceremonial aspects that
 come with being a gunner,
 such as salutes. Time is a
 precious commodity and we
 never have enough of it.”
 “We face our share of
 operational challenges as well.
 We continue to struggle with
 the issue of interoperability –
 something that has proved to
 be the case for almost everyone
 else going by the discussions
 we’ve heard at the Future
 Artillery conference. The best
 example of us is in the JTAC
 space. It’s made more of a
 challenge in that New Zealand
 doesn’t have its own dedicated
 close air support aircraft fleet.
 We very much rely on the good
 will of our coalition partners to
 assist us and maintain those
 JTAC capabilities, which are so
 important on the modern
 battlefield. That means we
 spend a lot of effort and time
 on strengthening multinational
 relationships. That includes the
 reestablishment of our
 relationship with the United
 States and reinvigorating our
 relationship with Australia after
 a decade of operations in
 Afghanistan, East Timor and
 the Solomon Islands. So we’re
 leaning back towards
 conventional warfighting and
 regrouping with our traditional
 partners.”
 D E F E N C E I Q F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 6 F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 6 D E F E N C E I Q
 A R T I L L E R Y
 “Even though we’ve been
 largely present in the South-
 Pacific, our focus did switch to
 Afghanistan for a time, so
 things have not been
 completely straight forward.
 However, we are now on a
 definite path of reinvigoration
 when it comes to our skills in
 the jungle.”
 “We’ve purposely placed
 more money in our training
 budgets and in the
 international arena there are,
 quite frankly, more
 opportunities to link up with
 our partners than we can
 actually cope with. Due to our
 size, we end up having to be
 quite selective. Fitting into
 higher level fires organisations
 and getting to incorporate
 things like unmanned systems
 are important because we can’t
 replicate that on our own.”
 “The discussions at the
 Future Artillery conference
 have highlighted how the focus
 is now moving away from the
 Afghanistan environment and
 back onto conventional
 warfighting. That’s come across
 very strongly and it will
 definitely shape the
 procurements and regimes of
 all our armies. At the same
 time, it has reinforced the
 move away from the 105 mm
 calibre weapon systems for a
 far greater focus on the 155
 mm calibre. In fact, we were
 probably hoping to come here
 and find there were
 developments in the 105 mm
 munition space, but that
 doesn’t appear to be the case.
 That indicates that in the long
 term New Zealand is going to
 have some significant decisions
 to make about replacing its
 guns.”
 “We continue to struggle with the issue of interoperability – something that has proved to be the case for almost everyone else.”
 “In the long term, New Zealand is
 going to have some significant
 decisions to make about replacing its
 guns.”
 MAIN: The Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) has seen 20
 years of successful delivery ABOVE: The High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) was well
 received by US forces in Afghanistan
 LEFT: A cross-section of the Guided MLRS Unitary Rocket, of which 25,000 have been developed and delivered.
 A R T I L L E R Y
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
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Colonel Ivan Mraz, Chief of
 Artillery, Division of
 Development and Planning
 Capability, Army of the
 Czech Republic
 “In 2015, we began
 procurement of 81 mm
 mortars from EXPAL and put
 into service target acquisition
 for our wheeled systems and
 began research, as well as
 beginning development of the
 Snezka full-tracked
 reconnaissance system and of
 LOS [Light Observation
 System]. We’ve also been
 undertaking significant training
 and live exercises.”
 “For us, the challenges
 include the selection of our
 future 155 mm gun, including
 an automatic fire direction
 system and promotion of a
 joint fires approach. Budget is
 not the issue. There are a lot of
 155-calbires on the market –
 light and heavy – and it’s not a
 question for just our artillery
 component but for the entire
 army. That means the whole
 chain of command needs to
 discuss the prospect and find
 the solution that makes most
 sense for the Czech Republic.
 It could be a 55 ton
 Panzerhaubitze 2000 or an 18
 ton CAESAR system, but the
 discussion must involve all
 branches. Infantry may not
 know too much about the
 system, but they must still be
 involved in the dialogue, so the
 challenge is in communicating
 the benefits and drawbacks as
 accurately as possible before
 the contract is determined.”
 “To do that, we apply the
 information we gather from
 international symposiums like
 the Future Artillery conference.
 Of course, we have our own
 experience to draw from as
 well as that of our NATO
 partners. The solution we
 come to is important because
 we have only two battalions
 but want just one system – we
 don’t want to double up – and
 whatever we choose has to last
 us for 20-25 years. Therefore
 our investigation has to be as
 thorough as possible. It’s an
 expensive procurement.”
 “The current situation in
 Eastern Europe has had a
 major influence on our
 decision-making process. It has
 driven our urgency to procure
 this 155 mm system.
 Everything is linked together.
 The international security
 situation looks slightly worse
 than it did one or two years
 ago. So politically and militarily,
 we are trying to speed up the
 process. The need for this
 capability for the Czech
 Republic, I would say, is getting
 rather high on the priority list.”
 “The way we operate –
 transitioning from the Middle
 East to potentially a new type
 of operational environment –
 has already begun to take hold
 for the Czech Army.
 D E F E N C E I Q F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 6 F E B R U A R Y 2 0 1 6 D E F E N C E I Q
 A R T I L L E R Y
 We have been away from
 Afghanistan for two years, so it
 is not too difficult an
 adjustment for us now but it is
 an adjustment that is being
 taken by the Army as a whole.
 The intensity of training is
 higher, the exercises are
 focusing not just on companies
 but to battalions and even
 brigades. The artillery fits this
 schedule very well because our
 operations are task-force
 based, so the approach is not
 really new as far as we’re
 concerned. We are more or less
 ready for the ‘worst case’
 scenarios.”
 “Ultimately, the only
 challenge for us is how we
 increase the capacity of our
 capabilities. The way to do that
 is through the 155 mm gun
 because without that, in our
 geographical situation, you will
 never be able to offer
 precision-guided ammunition
 and the long-range firing
 capacity that we truly require.
 It is simply key to the
 development of the Czech
 Army.”
 “The Future Artillery
 conference is very important
 for us to understand the
 developments in joint fires and
 partnering forces. We have
 been keen to hear about the
 lessons learned concerning
 PGM (precision-guided
 munitions), and how nations
 have sought a balance between
 new technologies and effective
 skills for sustaining a fires
 capability in current and future
 environments. That’s because,
 when automatic systems fail –
 such as with digital disruption
 – we still have to know how to
 go back to using pencil and
 paper to undertake manual
 gunnery procedures.”
 “Whatever we choose for the
 155 mm has to
 last us for 20-25 years. Therefore
 our investigation has to be as thorough as
 possible.”
 “When automatic systems fail we still have to know how to go back to using pencil and paper to undertake manual gunnery procedures.”
 MAIN: The Army Tactical Missile System (ATACMS) has seen 20
 years of successful delivery ABOVE: The High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS) was well
 received by US forces in Afghanistan
 LEFT: A cross-section of the Guided MLRS Unitary Rocket, of which 25,000 have been developed and delivered.
 A R T I L L E R Y
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23 - 25 May, 2015 London, United Kingdom
 TAKING FIREPOWER FORWARD
 THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR AND INFLUENTIAL JOINT FIRES CONFERENCE
 Defence IQ is delighted to announce that this year's future artillery conference will be taking place in London, to celebrate the 300th anniversary of the Royal Artillery's founding in 2016. To coincide with the anniversary, we have shifted the dates of Future Artillery to the 23rd - 24th of May, and will cover a range of key challenges to the global network of artillery commanders and suppliers. Register your interest here. Having catered for over 180 delegates from more than 25 nations at our 2015 event, Future Artillery truly is the AGM of the Artillery Community. We hope you can join us in 2016 for in depth discussions on the latest challenges and the future direction of indirect and joint fires capability.
 w w w. F U T U R E - A R T I L L E R Y. c o m e n q u i r e @ i q p c . c o . u k + 4 4 ( 0 ) 2 0 7 3 6 8 9 7 3 7
 2 0 1 6 S P E A K E R S
 Want more international perspectives?...
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
 http://bit.ly/1mHxhz5
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