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Why Study Kinship? Relationships based on kinship are the
 core of a culture's social organization. Societies vary in their kinship systems. The kinds and sizes of groups formed
 using kinship principles are diverse.
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How Kinship Varies by Culture Some cultures place importance on one
 side of the family over the other. Behavior toward relatives that members
 of one culture regard as normal are absent in other cultures.
 Societies differ in how they classify the domain of relatives.
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Forms of Descent
 1. Unilineal Patrilineal - male line Matrilineal - female line
 2. Cognatic - either male or female line
 3. Bilateral - both male and female lines
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Descent Terms form of descent
 How people in a given culture trace their descent.
 unilineal descent Tracing descent on either the mother’s
 or the father’s ancestral line.

Page 7
						

Descent Terms patrilineal descent
 People trace their primary kinship connections to the ancestors and living relatives of their fathers.
 matrilineal descent People trace their primary kinship
 connections to the ancestors and living relatives of their mothers.
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Patrilineal Descent
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Descent Groups A group whose members believe themselves to
 be descended from a common ancestor. unilineal descent group
 A group of relatives all related through only one sex.
 unilineally extended families People who cooperate and have mutual
 obligations based on descent from an ancestor who lived only three or four generations ago.
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Lineage A unilineal group composed of several
 unilineally extended families whose members are able to trace their descent through males or females from a common ancestor who lived 4 or 5 generations in the past.
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Clans A named unlineal descent group some of
 whose members are unable to trace how they are related but who still believe themselves to be kinfolk.
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Cognatic Descent Form of descent in which relationships
 may be traced through both females and males.
 Cognatic descent groupA group of relatives created by the tracing of relationships through both females and males.
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Bilateral Kinship system in which individuals trace
 their kinship relations equally through both parents. Kindred
 All the bilateral relatives of an individual.
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Influences on Kinship Systems 60% of foraging societies are bilateral or
 cognatic allowing choice in selecting which group to affiliate with.
 3/4s of pastoral societies have patrilineal descent as livestock are most often owned and managed by men.
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Economic Influences on Kinship Systems Patrilineal descent has been interpreted
 as a way to improve success in intergroup warfare.
 60% of matrilineal cultures are horticultural, yet most horticultural societies have patrilineal descent.
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Cultural Construction of Kinship The idea that the kinship relationships a
 given people recognize do not perfectly reflect biological relationships.
 As children grow up in a community, they socially learn the logic by which their culture classifies “relatives”.
 Categories of kinship do not simply reflect biological/genetic relationships.
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Terminology Named after the people discovered using
 each system: Eskimo Hawaiian Iroquois Omaha Crow
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Eskimo System System used in America. Mother - Ego's biological mother. Father - Ego's biological father. Aunt - father's sister and mother's sister. Uncle - father's brother and mother's
 brother. Brother/Sister - children of mother and
 father.
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Eskimo Kinship terminology
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Hawaiian System Simplest system, uses the fewest terms. Only the generation of the referent is
 relevant. Mother - extended to ego's mother's sister
 and father's sister. Father - extended to ego's mother's
 brother and father's brother. Brother and sister - ego's generation.
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Hawaiian Kinship
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Iroquois System Father - includes father's brother. Mother - includes mother's sister. Uncle - used only for mother's brother. Aunt - used only for father's sister. Brother and sister - extended to children
 of father's brother and mother's sister.

Page 24
						

Iroquois Kinship

Page 25
						

Omaha System Identical to Iroquois system for the first
 ascending generation. Difference is in how cross cousins are
 treated: Mother's brothers' daughters are called
 mother. Mother's brothers’ sons are called
 mother's brother or uncle.
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Omaha Kinship
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Crow System Reverse of the Omaha system. Father's sisters' children are called father
 and father's sister or aunt. Mother's brothers’ children are called son
 or daughter (ego is male) and niece or nephew (if ego is female.)
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Quick Quiz
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1. A culture that emphasizes either the maternal or the paternal relatives but not both is called:
 a) matrilineal
 b) patrilineal
 c) unilineal
 d) bilateral
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Answer: c
 A culture that emphasizes either the maternal or the paternal relatives but not both is called unilineal.

Page 31
						

2. Clans:
 a) own or control land in many societies
 b) can include members who are descended from a common male ancestor
 c) commonly take the name of their primary totemic symbol
 d) all of the above
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Answer: d
 Clans can own or control land, include members who are descended from a common male ancestor, and commonly take the name of their primary totemic symbol.
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3. Bilateral kindreds are:
 a) ego-focused
 b) characteristic of North American kinship
 c) only identical for siblings
 d) all of the above
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Answer: d
 Bilateral kindreds are ego-focused, characteristic of North American kinship, and are only identical for siblings.
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