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 A talk by Gary Auker
 To
 Springfield Park Baptist Church
 On
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. Praise be to God, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the worlds; Most Gracious, Most Merciful; Master of the Day of Judgment. Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek.Show us the straight way, The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace,those whose (portion) is not wrath, and who go not astray.
 The Qur’an Surah (Chapter) 1 : ayat (verses) 1 - 7: The Opening
 There are 114 surahs in the Qur’an and they range from being 3 to 286 verses in length.
 How many would say the above reading is the “ Word of God” ?
 Around 1,600 million people in the World today would say it is the “Word of God”
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryTalk Outline
 • Introduction & Timeline
 • Muhammad’s Life
 • Traditions in Islam• Islamic Calendar & Festivals
 • Islam around the World today
 • Holy books & 5 Pillars of Islam
 • The Hajj
 • Comparing Islam & Christianity
 • Summary
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Islam
 Key words
 &
 Timeline
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 • Muhammad means Praiseworthy – the name of Islam’s most revered prophet
 • ISLAM means “peace through voluntary submission to God".
 • ALLAH – is the Arabic word for “ GOD”The Arabic components that build-up the word "Allah":1. alif2. hamzat waṣl ( ھمزة وصل)3. lām4. lām5. shadda ( شدة)6. dagger alif ( ألف خنجرية)
 7. hāʾ
 • MUSLIM is a believer or follower of Islam
 Meaning of some key words
 • QUR’AN – Islam’s holiest book. Muslim’s believe is the verbatim “Word of God”
 • The colour Green in Islam symbolises nature & life & clothes worn in heaven
 • HADITH – a saying or action attributed to Muhammad the founder of Islam • JIHAD – doesn’t mean Holy War, usually means struggle to submit to God’s will
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 2000 BC 1000 BC 1000 AD 2000 AD1 AD
 Christianity
 Islam
 Judaism~ 2000 BCAbraham
 622 AD
 30 AD
 Timeline of belief in One GOD
 Jesus
 Muhammad
 Genesis 15:5 …Look up at the sky and count the stars.…So shall your offspring be.
 33%
 23%
 Humanity2010
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Muhammad’s life
 (570 to 632 AD)
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryMuhammad’s life part 1
 • Born in Mecca, in Saudi Arabia ~ 570 AD
 • From age 8 Muhammad was brought up by his Uncle Abu Talib who introducedhim to life as a Merchant & travelled as far as Jerusalem & Syria.
 • Married 1st wife Khadijah at 25 (595 AD). She was a 40 year old widow whenthey married, and she’d inherited her Father’s vast business wealth & acumen.
 • Muhammad had his 1st Qur’anic revelation when he was 40 years old (610 AD).
 • In 619 / 620 AD Muhammad’s Year of Sorrow’s both his Uncle Abu Talib &his wife Khadijah died.
 • In 620AD Isra and Mi'raj: Muhammad’s miraculous journey is said to have occurredwith the Angel Gabriel in one night to visit Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem (Isra)he then (Mi’raj) ascended to heaven to meet Abraham, Moses & Jesus.
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryMuhammad’s life part 2
 • In Sept 622 AD Muhammad (Age 52) & his followers moved to Medina to escape thepersecution beatings & death threats they found in Mecca. This moving to Medina is called the Hijra ( means: go away) & marksthe beginning of the Islamic lunar calendar.
 • Mecca was conquered by the Muslims in January 630 AD with aMuslim army 10,000 strong.
 • Muhammad declared on entering Mecca:"I speak to you in the same words as Yūsuf (Joseph Gen 45:7) spoke to hisbrothers. This day there is no reproof against you; Go your way, for you are free.“
 Muhammad's prestige grew after the surrender of the Meccans.Emissaries from all over Arabia came to Medina to accept him.
 Genesis 45:7 – Joseph & his brothers in Egypt“But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. “
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 • A few months after the farewell pilgrimage, Muhammad fell ill and suffered for several days with a fever, head pain, and weakness. He died in June, 632 AD, in Medina, at the age of 62, in the house of his wife Aisha. With his head resting on Aisha's lap, he asked her to dispose of his last worldly goods (seven coins), then murmured his final words:
 Rather, God on High and paradise.—Muhammad
 Muhammad’s death in 632 AD
 Mohammad’s tomb
 Mosque of the Prophet in Medina, Saudi Arabia
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Traditions
 in
 Islam
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Sunni Muslims ~ 90%
 Shiite Muslims
 ~ 10%
 A Muslim is a believer or follower of Islam
 The two main traditions in Islam are Sunnah & Shia.
 Followers of Sunnah Islam are called Sunni’s & Shia Islam are called Shiites
 Sunni’s: 1st leader (Abu Bakr) after Muhammad elected by people of MedinaShi’ites: 1st leader after Muhammad from his family (cousin Ali ibn Abi Talib)
 Christianity also has different traditions Catholics, Protestants, & Orthodox
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Islamic calendar
 and Festivals
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 Islam: Beliefs & History• Islamic Calendar started in Sep 622 AD & equals 12 lunar months, 11 days shorterthan a standard calendar year. Most of 2012 AD = 1433 AH ( Anno Hijr)
 • Ramadan name for month was used in Arabian culture long before Islam started.
 • Ramadan means : intense heat, scorched ground, and shortness of rations
 • Islamic holy book the Qur’an says it should be observed as a month of additional prayer & fasting in daylight hours to recognise the month when the1st verses of the Qur’an were given by God via the Angel Gabriel to Muhammad & to develop patience, humility and spirituality.
 • Ramadan dates are based on a Lunar calendar similar to Jewish Passover :
 1 Aug to 30 Aug 2011 ; 20 Jul to 18 Aug 2012 ; 9 Jul to 7 Aug 2013
 • 9th Month of Ramadan starts when 1st thin crescent moon seen following New Moon
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryIslamic Festivals in the year
 Festive Day Commemorates 1431 AH 1432 AH 1433 AH 1434 AH 1435 AH
 Islamic New Year
 Muhammad leaving Mecca for Medina in 622 AD known as the Hijr (going away).It marks the start of the Islamic calendar 18-Dec-09 07-Dec-10 26-Nov-11 15-Nov-12 04-Nov-13
 AshuraShia festival: Martydom of Muhammad's Grandson "Hussein ibn Ali " in 680 AD 27-Dec-09 16-Dec-10 05-Dec-11 24-Nov-12 13-Nov-13
 Mawlid an-NabiMuhammad's birthday born in 570 AD 26-Feb-10 15-Feb-11 04-Feb-12 24-Jan-13 13-Jan-14
 Laylat al-Miraj
 Children go to Mosque to say prayers & hear story of how Archangel Gabriel purifies Muhammad's heart & fills him with knowledge & faith to prepare him for 7 levels of heaven. 09-Jul-10 29-Jun-11 17-Jun-12 06-Jun-13 26-May-14
 Laylat al-Baraat Night of prayer & seeking forgiveness whilst Qur'an is recited 27-Jul-10 16-Jul-11 05-Jul-12 24-Jun-13 13-Jun-14
 RamadanMonth of fasting during daylight hours to mark the month when Muhammad received the 1st part of the Qur'an from GOD in 610 AD 11-Aug-10 01-Aug-11 20-Jul-12 09-Jul-13 28-Jun-14
 Laylat al-Qadr
 1st night of 5 (Sunnah Islam ) or 10 (Shia Islam) last odd numbered nights in Ramadan when GOD reveals the entire Qur'anic revelation to Archangel Gabriel & the 1st part of that revelation was passed on from Angel Gabriel to Muhammad. Muslims believe it is the night GOD decides every persons destiny. Extra prayers are said on these nights. 06-Sep-10 27-Aug-11 15-Aug-12 04-Aug-13 24-Jul-14
 Eid al-Fitr Eid (Festival) al--Fitr (of breaking the Fast) at the end of Ramadan 10-Sep-10 30-Aug-11 19-Aug-12 08-Aug-13 28-Jul-14
 Eid al-Adha
 Festival of Sacrifice starts after the Hajj the annual pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.Muslims worldwide commemorate the willingness of Abraham (Ibrahim) to sacrifice his son Ishmael (Isma'il) as an act of obedience to God, before God intervened to provide him with a sheep— to sacrifice instead. 16-Nov-10 06-Nov-11 26-Oct-12 15-Oct-13 04-Oct-14
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Islam around the World
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryTypes of ISLAM around the World today
 Indonesia is the nation with the most Muslims ~ 203 million in 2009the vast majority being Sunni Muslims
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 Holy Books
 and
 The five pillars
 of Islamevery Good Muslim follows
 Islam: Beliefs & History
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryImportant books of Islam
 • Zabur (Arabic: زبور ) book Psalms of King David
 • Tawrat ( Arabic: توراة ) is the Torah: book of Moses
 Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy
 • Injil (Arabic إنجيل ) book of Original Gospel Isa (Jesus)Muslims believe the Christian Gospels Matthew, Mark , Luke & Johnhave been corrupted with inaccuracies over time.
 • Qur’an (Arabic: ( القرآن literally means “a recitation”.
 Muslims believe it is God’s final revelation to the Angel Gabriel and thenpassed on to mankind through the Muhammad the founder of Islam.
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 Islam: Beliefs & History5 Pillars of Islam
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 The Hajj
 The 5th Pillar (duty) of a Muslim
 is a Pilgrimage to Mecca
 in Saudi Arabia
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryRoyal Embassy of Saudi Arabia say 1.8 million foreign pilgrimsattended the Hajj in 2011.
 Managing these large crowds can be a problem as in 2006 when 362 pilgrims died during the Hajj.
 al-Haram Mosque, Mecca in 2008
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 Islam: Beliefs & History• The Hajj starts in Mecca with each pilgrim performing the Tavaf – processing 7 times anti-clockwise around the Kaaba & kissing or pointing at the Black Stone “Al Hajar Al Aswad” each time round before going on the journey to Mina & the plain of Arafat.
 “Al Hajar Al Aswad”surrounded by a Silver casing
 Tradition states Muhammad laid the stone at Eastern corner of Kaaba in 605AD
 The Kaaba is thought to have beenbuilt by Abraham & his son Ishmael
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Tent encampment at Minaduring the Hajj
 Believer’s throwing stones to signify their defiance of the Devil whilst
 visiting Mina
 Stone throwing symbolizes the trials experienced by Abraham while he was going to sacrifice his 1st son Ishmael (Jews & Christians say it was the 2nd son Isaac) as demanded by GOD. The Devil challenged him three times, and three times Abraham refused.

Page 25
						
						

29th May 2012 Islam : Beliefs & History a talk by Gary Auker 25
 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Plain of Arafat – site of Muhammad’s last sermon
 Hajj pilgrims pray &read the Qur’an
 at the Plain of Arafat
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Pilgrims return to the Kaaba in Mecca after their 20 mile return journey to Mina & plains of Arafat
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 Comparing
 Christianity & Islam
 Islam: Beliefs & History
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryExodus 20:4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
 Christian decoration showsimages of Christ & people.
 In Islam imagery is considered as idolatry,hence the use geometrical patterns.
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryComparison of Christianity & Islam – part 1
 Religion Christianity Islam
 Second coming of JesusConservatives: expect in near future. Liberals:
 varied beliefs. Anticipate his second coming in the future.
 Status of Adam:
 Disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. With Eve, is responsible for original sin that affects all of their descendents down to all persons
 alive today.
 As with Christianity, Adam is believed to have been tempted by Satan and disobeyed
 God. However, God forgave him for his sins. Muslims have no concept of original
 sin. Adam is considered a prophet.
 Status of the holy book:Conservative Christians: inerrant God's Word
 Liberal Christians : a historical document
 God's word and final revelation, dictated by angel Gabriel to Muhammad. He passed it on in oral form. A slightly imperfect copy
 of a perfect copy in Paradise.
 A baby's status at birth
 Various views. One common view is that a baby is born with a sin nature, separated from
 God.
 All babies are a born in a pure state of submission to Allah. However, as they
 mature they are often taught other beliefs.
 Life after death:Either Heaven or Hell. Catholics believe in
 Purgatory as a third, temporary, state. Paradise or Hell.
 Basis of determining who goes to Heaven or Paradise:
 Repentance, trusting Jesus as Lord and Saviour,
 Once they reach puberty, his/her account of deeds is opened in Paradise. To attain
 paradise, at death, their good deeds (helping others, testifying to the truth of
 God, leading a virtuous life)... must outweigh their evil deeds.
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryReligion Christianity Islam
 Liberals: conventional birth.Conservatives: virgin conception
 Conception/birth of Jesus (Yeshua): Virgin conception.
 Jesus' (Yeshua's) location Ascended into Heaven Ascended into HeavenIdentity of "another helper" or "comforter" John 16:7 Holy Spirit Muhammad
 Comparison of Christianity & Islam – part 2
 Status of Yeshua of Nazareth (Jesus Christ):
 Jesus is the Son of God, worshiped as God; one person of the Trinity.
 Very highly respected as the second-last prophet; second only to Muhammad in
 importance.
 Concept of deity:Believe in the Trinity; three persons in a
 single Godhead: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
 God (Allah) is one and indivisible. They believe in a strict monotheism. "Allah "
 means God in Arabic.
 Death of Jesus' (Yeshua):
 Executed by Crucifixion ~ 30 ADResurrected from the dead after 3 days
 He was neither killed, nor suffered death. Muslims believe that he ascended alive into
 heaven.
 Qur’an 4:157 – 157. That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of God.;- but they killed him not, nor crucified him,…………….”
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 Islam: Beliefs & History157. That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the
 Messenger of God.;- but they killed him not, nor crucified him,…………….”Qur’an 4 :
 Testing the Qur’an claim Jesus was not killed by crucifixion
 • Evidence from Bible Jesus killed - Gospels
 Matthew 27:33-50 ; Mark 15:22-37 ; Luke 23:33-46 ; John 19:16-30
 • Muslim’s say Gospel sources have been corrupted, though there is no evidence ofmajor changes to Gospel text’s over this period with regard to Jesus being killed.
 • In fact the Gospel accounts that Jesus was killed is supported by non Christian & non Jewish Roman historians:
 • Tacitus, a Roman historian, in his Annals, c. AD 115 :“Their originator, Christ, had been executed in Tiberius' reign by thegovernor of Judaea, Pontius Pilatus."
 • Letter of Mara Bar-Serapion, after AD 73 (this letter is now in the British Museum)"What advantage did the Jews gain from executing their wise King?.....”
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryTesting the Qur’an claim Jesus was not killed by crucifixion
 • Both the Gospels and Independent Secular historians agree Jesus was killed.
 • The above independent historical sources call into question the Qur’an 4:157 claim.
 • In John 1:29 the Lamb is clearly identified as Jesus, and Rev 5:6-9 statesclearly the Lamb (Jesus) was slain . So Qur’an 4:157 which says Jesus wasnot slain / killed goes against the message in the Book of Revelation.
 • Rev 22:18-19 warns people not to alter the message it contains.
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 Talk SummaryIslam: Beliefs & History
 • Islam shares a common origin with Christianity & Judaismstarting with Abraham who believed in the one true GOD.
 • Islam is the youngest of the Abrahamic religions.
 • Unlike Christianity, in Islam you have to try and workyour way into heaven / paradise.
 • Muslims believe Jesus is the 2nd greatest prophet to Muhammad & Jesus never died on a cross but wasrescued by God & ascended into heaven.
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 Thank you for listening
 are there any questions
 you have about this talk ?
 Islam: Beliefs & History
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryFor other United House Group talks go to
 http://www.springfieldparkchurch.co.uk/pastevents1.asp
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 BACK-UP
 SLIDES
 Islam: Beliefs & History
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 Status of Women
 In
 Islam
 Islam: Beliefs & History
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryStatus of Women in Islam
 • Polygamous marriages constitute only 1–3% of all Islamic marriages worldwide. In some Islamic countries (Bosnia, Tunisia, Turkey) polygamy is illegal.
 Qur’an : Surah 4 Verse 3 – seems to support a man having up to 4 wives And if you fear that you cannot act equitably towards orphans, then marrysuch women as seem good to you, two and three and four; but if you fearthat you will not do justice (between them), then (marry) only one or whatyour right hands possess; this is more proper, that you may not deviatefrom the right course.
 Qur’an: Surah 4 Verse 129 – seems to discourage more than one wife You will never be able to do perfect justice between wives even if it is your ardent desire, so do not incline too much to one of them (by giving her more of your time and provision) so as to leave the other hanging (i.e. neither divorced nor married). And if you do justice, and do all that is right and fear God by keeping away from all that is wrong, then Allâh is Ever Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryStatus of Women in Islam
 God (thus) directs you as regards your Children's (Inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that of two females: if only daughters, two or more, their share is two-thirds of the inheritance; if only one, her share is a half.
 Qur’an : Surah 4 verse 11 – a son receives double the inheritance of a daughter
 Qur’an: Surah 4 verse 34
 Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because God has given the one more (strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what God would have them guard. As to those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill-conduct, admonish them (first), (Next), refuse to share their beds, (And last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek not against them Means (of annoyance): For Allah is Most High, great (above you all).

Page 40
						
						

29th May 2012 Islam : Beliefs & History a talk by Gary Auker 40
 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Not equal are those believers who sit (at home) and receive no hurt, and those who strive and fight in the cause of God with their goods and their persons. God hath granted a grade higher to those who strive and fight with their goods and persons than to those who sit (at home). Unto all (in Faith) Hath God promised good: But those who strive and fight Hath He distinguished above those who sit (at home) by a special reward,-
 Qur’an: Surah 4 verse 95
 Special rewards for those who strive & fight for God
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 • Disagreement on whether Muhammad compiled the Qur’an during his life- timeor if this task began with the first caliph Abu Bakr as-Siddiq (632-634 AD).
 Compiling the Qur’an
 • The Qur’an we see today was canonized by Uthman ibn Affan (653-656 AD)
 • Upon the canonization of the Qur’an, Uthman had the other codices thatexisted at the time destroyed and burnt
 • Even though Uthman canonized the Qur’an during his reign in 653-656 ADvariations still remained in the Qur’an, which can be seen in the earlymanuscripts of the Umayyad and Abbasid Dynasties.
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Qur’an manuscript from 7th or early 8th century AD
 • Fragments from a large number of Qur'an codices were discovered inYemen in 1972. They are now lodged in the House of Manuscriptin Sana'a. Carbon-14 tests date someof the parchments to 645–690 AD
 • Final writing on the parchment involves an unknown amount of time. Calligraphic datings have pointed to 710–715 AD.
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 Islam: Beliefs & History• Islamic calendar started in Sep 622AD when Muhammad movedfrom Mecca to Medina to escape an assassination plot on his life.
 • Muhammad’s journey from Mecca to Medina is called the Hijrameans “go away” or “separate”
 • Islamic Years have 12 lunar months = 354.37 days which is ~ 11 daysshorter than the Gregorian Year of 365.2425 days normally used.
 • To convert from Christian Gregorian calendar (Anno Domini AD)to Islamic calendar (Anno Hijra AH) use following calculation :
 e.g 26 Nov 2011 AD = (2011.90 – 621.5) x 365.2425
 354.37= Islamic New year’s
 day 1433 AH
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 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryName of the religion: Christianity Islam
 Meaning of the name: Follower of Christ (a Greek word meaning Messiah). Submission to the will of God.
 Name of a believer: Christian. Muslim.
 Date of founding: circa 30 CE. 1 622 CE. 2
 Name of founder(s): Yeshua of Nazareth (aka Jesus Christ, 3 and Paul.
 Most religious historians credit Muhammad (pbuh) as the
 founder. 3 However, Muslims generally regard Islam as dating
 back to the time of creation
 % of world's population as followers: 33%. 20%.
 Worldwide growth rate in numbers of members 4
 2.3%/year. 2.9%/yr.
 Growth rate of the religion as a % of the world's population:
 About 0.0%. Percentage has been static for decades. Increase of about 0.6%/yr.
 Estimated year when Islam will become the most popular world religion:
 As early as 2023 CE (if above numbers are valid and remain stable) to as late as 2200 CE (as estimated by some religious futurists)
 % of U.S. population as followers:
 2008 ARIS study estimates 76%, and declining.
 2008 ARIS study estimates 0.6%; some Muslim groups estimate 6
 million (2%).
 Major traditions or denominations:
 Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant,
 and others.
 Shi'ite, Sunni, Sufi. (Sufi is a mystical tradition).

Page 45
						
						

29th May 2012 Islam : Beliefs & History a talk by Gary Auker 45
 Islam: Beliefs & HistoryDifferences between Sunni & Shiite Muslims – part 1
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 Tradition states Muhammad laid the stone at Eastern corner of Kaaba in 605AD
 The Kaaba is thought to have beenbuilt by Abraham & his son Ishmael
 • During the ritual prayers 5 timeseach day all Muslims pray, wereever they are in the world, in the direction of the Kaaba.
 • Kaaba is 13.1 m (43 ft) high, with sidesmeasuring 11.03 m (36.2 ft) by 12.86 m (42.2 ft)a was built long before Muhammad’s birth.
 • The 4 corners of the Kaaba roughly pointtoward the four cardinal directions of thecompass.
 • The Kaaba minor axis (its east-west facades)roughly align with the sunrise of summer solstice and the sunset of winter solstice.
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 Islam: Beliefs & History
 • The cave at Hijra in Saudi Arabiawere tradition says Muhammadreceived the 1st revelations of the Qur’an in 610 AD aged 40.
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 Islam: Beliefs & History• Islamic tradition states that in 620AD, Muhammad experienced the Isra and Mi'raj, a miraculous journey said to have occurred with the angel Gabriel in one night to visit Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem (Isra) & meet Abraham, Moses & Jesus in heaven (Mi’raj).
 Dome of the Rock (completed 691AD)Jerusalem, Israel.
 Islamic tradition statesMuhammad ascended into heaven
 on his Mi’raj journey to meet Abraham, Moses & Jesus
 in heaven & visits hell
 Al-Aqsa Mosque – “ the farthest Mosque”
 Next to the Dome of the Rock.
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