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Sociology Chapter 7
 Deviance & Social Control
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What Is Deviance?• Deviance- behavior that
 departs from societal or group norms.
 Examples of deviance: Robbery, murder, protests
 A specific example of deviance is Mike Tyson biting off part of Evander Holyfield’s ear during their 1997 boxing match in Las Vegas, NV. This is deviance because Tyson is both breaking the rules of the sport of boxing and violating a societal norm.
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Types of Deviance
 • Deviance can be either positive or negative.• Negative deviance- behavior that
 underconforms to societal norms
 Littering is an example of negative deviance
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Types of Deviance
 • Positive Deviance- involves behavior that overconforms to social expectations
 This is an example of positive deviance, as the two Florida Southern softball players are helping their injured opponent from Eckard College around the bases to score a run against their team. Most of the time, athletes are doing everything they can to keep their opponent from scoring.
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Social Control & Sanctions
 • Social control- ways to encourage conformity to society’s norms
 • Social sanctions- rewards or punishments that encourage conformity to social norms
 • What are some examples of social control & social sanctions? Discuss.

Page 6
						

Section 2-Functionalism & Deviance
 • Remember functionalism (the approach to sociology that emphasizes the contributions made by each part of society)???
 • According to the functionalism model of sociology, some deviance can contribute to the smooth operation of society; therefore deviance has negative AND positive consequences for society.
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Negative societal effects of deviance
 • The erosion of trust, causing suspicion and distrust.
 • Example: If parents are inconsistent in discipline, teenagers may turn to delinquency. This in turn causes other parts of society to not run smoothly and strains other resources.
 • List some examples of the negative effects of deviance.
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Positive societal effects of deviance
 • According to Durkheim, deviance clarifies norms by exercising social control to defend its values.
 • Ex: When parents have children taken by court system, this sets an example of expected behavior for other parents.
 • Deviance can also be safety valve• Ex: Teens wear clothes, listen to music their
 parents view as away from norm; deviance may act as a release of pressure teens feel in life.

Page 9
						

Positive examples of deviance
 • Prime example of the positive in deviance- American Civil Rights Movement. The actions (sit ins, bus boycotts, violence against African-Americans) led to American society to shift views somewhat on race and allow certain conditions of equality (right to vote, housing, etc.)
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Anomie & Strain Theory
 • Durkheim brought to light the concept of anomie
 • Anomie- a social condition in which norms are weak, conflicting, or absent
 • Without shared norms, people are uncertain how to think an act, leading to disorganized society
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Anomie & Strain Theory
 • 1968, Robert Merton adopted Durkheim’s concept of anomie to deviant behavior and called his concept strain theory
 • Strain theory- theory that deviance is more likely to occur when a gap exists between cultural goals and the ability to achieve these goals by legitimate means
 • According to Merton, deviance is more likely to occur when there is a gap between culturally desirable goals (wealth, beauty, etc.), and a legitimate way to achieve said goals.
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Strain theory
 • While the acceptable way to overcome the gap is conformity, there are four deviant ways to respond
 • Innovation• Ritualism• Retreatism• Rebellion
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Innovation
 • Innovation- individual accepts the goal of success but uses illegal means to achieve it.
 • Examples: Drug dealing, robbery, organized crime rackets.
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Ritualism
 • Ritualism- the individual rejects the goal, but continues to use the legitimate means
 • Example- an unmotivated employee
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Retreatism
 • Retreatism- rejects both the legitimate means and the approved goals (have “dropped out” of all facets of society
 • Examples- drug addicts, severe alcoholics

Page 16
						

Rebellion
 • Rebellion- people reject both success and the approved means for achievement, but substitute a new set of goals and means
 • Examples- militia members
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Control Theory
 • Control theory- theory that compliance with social norms requires strong bonds between individuals and society
 • People conform because they do not want to “lose face” or embarrass one’s self in front of peers

Page 18
						

Social Bond Components
 • Attachment• Commitment• Involvement• Belief
 • As a rule, when social bonds are weak, the chances for deviance increase; when bonds are strong, chances for deviance decreases.
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Differential Association Theory
 • According to symbolic interactionism, deviant behavior is learned in the same manner as nondeviant behavior.
 • Differential association theory- theory that individuals learn deviance in proportion to the number of deviant acts they are exposed to.
 • Three factors in DAT: # of deviants known, if deviant is significant other, age of exposure
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Labeling Theory
 • Labeling theory- theory that society creates deviance by identifying particular members as deviant
 • Examples: Teen pregnancy (people are more likely to ascribe blame to mothers than fathers) and celebrities breaking laws (more often, celebrities are given special treatment or excuses than regular people, i.e. Jameis Winston).
 • What are some other examples of this?

Page 21
						

Degrees of Deviance
 • Edwin Lemert created a distinction between degrees of deviance: Primary & Secondary
 • Primary Deviance- deviance involving occasional breaking of norms that is not a part of a person’s lifestyle or self-concept
 • Example: students playing a prank, people who solitary offenders

Page 22
						

Degrees of Deviance
 • Secondary deviance- deviance in which an individual’s life and identity are organized around breaking society’s norms
 • Example: career criminals
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Consequences of Labeling
 • Stigma- an undesirable trait or label that is used to characterize an individual
 • The attaching of stigmas to people can not only be emotionally painful, but can also influence future actions
 • Ex: ex-convicts, people with learning disabilities
 Have you had a stigma attached to you?
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Conflict Theory & Deviance
 • According to conflict perspective, deviance in an industrial society is behavior that threatens those in control. Therefore those in power will use that power to determine a) who/ what acts are deviant, and b) how those that are deviant are to be punished.
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Relationships between minorities & the judicial system
 • Supporters of the conflict perspective believe that minorities receive unequal treatment in the American criminal judicial system
 • Multiple sets of statistics prove this to be the case• EX: while 13% of total U.S. population is African-
 American, 42% of all condemned prisoners are African-American
 • Overall, the disparity in numbers between whites and minorities in the judicial system is staggering.

Page 26
						

Judicial System Inequlities
 • Why the inequalities???– According to conflict theory, several reasons.– One reason is that minorities do not generally
 have the same access to economic resources in order to receive good legal council
 – Another is victim discounting: this is where the seriousness of a crime is reduced if the victim is of a lower status (racial, economic, gender, etc.)
 – Multiple example in our society: Name some!
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White-collar crime vs. other crimes
 • White-collar crime: job-related crime generally committed by people in middle to high socioeconomic statuses
 • Officially applied to economic crimes (tax evasion, racketeering, fraud, etc.).
 • Generally, white-collar criminals receive more lenient sentences than other criminals.
 • Notable exceptions include Bernie Madoff, Bernard Ebbers (WorldCom), certain organized-crime figures.
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Crime and Punishment
 • Crime- acts committed in violation of the law• Crimes are divided into 2 types:– Malum in se: crimes that are wrong due to their
 inherent evil (rape, murder, etc.).– Malum prohibitum: crime that are wrong due to
 the fact they are against the law (speeding, copyright infringement).
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Approaches to Crime
 • Criminal Justice System: system comprising institutions and processes responsible for enforcing criminal statutes
 • Within a criminal justice system are four possible approaches:– Deterrence– Retribution– Incarceration– Rehabilitation
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Deterrence
 • Deterrence: discouraging criminal acts by threatening punishment
 • The basic idea behind deterrence is that people will see punishment and not commit crimes in order to not receive said punishment.
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Retribution
 • Retribution: punishment intended to make criminals pay compensation for their acts.
 • This comes from the idea of “an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth”
 • Law has designated officials and steps in order to obtain retribution; vigilantism is NOT retribution
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Incarceration
 • Incarceration: a method of protecting society from criminals by keeping them in prisons
 • The idea behind this method is that criminals not on the street are unable to commit crimes.
 • Prison terms range from nominal to life.
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Rehabilitation
 • Rehabilitation: process of changing or reforming a criminal through socialization
 • Many programs, such as education and vocational training, are offered to prisoners in order for them to obtain real-world skills.
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Recidivism
 • Recidivism: the repetition of or return to criminal behavior.
 • In the U.S., more than half of those released from prison engage in recidivism within five years of their initial release.
 • More efforts to rehabilitate are undertaken in order to lower the recidivism rates.
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