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Chapter 6: Deviance & CrimeChapter 6: Deviance & Crime  
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I. What is Deviance?
 Deviance = Any behavior, belief, or condition that significantly differs from social norms of a group or a society.  Usually, when we address deviance here, we are talking about behavioral deviance.
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Consider the following:
     How does the social situation affect what is considered deviant?
      How does the society or “audience”
 affect what is considered deviant?
 • Relatedly, read page 177-178 in Kendall, 5th ed. Kai Erikson’s excerpt)
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Deviance…
 • An act, belief, or condition becomes deviant when the group or society defines it thusly.
 How does TIME PERIOD affect what is considered deviant?
    How do social statuses affect what is considered deviant, i.e., can people in some ascribed OR achieved statuses get away with certain behaviors more than others?
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Deviance…
 • Stigma = A powerfully negative label given by society that can radically alter a person’s self-concept.
 • Deviance ranges in its “degree of seriousness” (e.g., going against a folkway vs. breaking the law).
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3 types of norms:
 1) folkways: informal norms dealing with etiquette or manners. Deviating from these norms brings short-term, informal sanctioning.
 2) mores: norms having moral significance. Deviating from these norms is more serious; may bring outcasting.
 3) (criminal) laws: formal norms that are written down and legally enforced (by the govt.). (formal sanctioning)
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II. What is Social Control?
 social control = the practices that groups or societies develop to encourage conformity and discourage deviance.
   2 forms: “Internal” mechanisms of social control -------
 > socialization.  “External” mechanisms of social control -------
 > “outer” mechanisms. Punishments (or threats of) derive DIRECTLY from the group or society (e.g., criminal justice system, supervision from authority figures, gossip).

Page 8
						

What is criminology?
 criminology = the systematic study of crime and the criminal justice system, including the police, courts, and prisons.
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Theoretical Perspectives of Theoretical Perspectives of DevianceDeviance (behavioral): (behavioral):
  What causes deviance?? (or with one view, what causes us NOT to deviate?)
  
 I. Functionalist Perspectives  
 A) Emile Durkheim’s view: Asserts that “deviance is rooted in societal factors,” including RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE and SOCIAL DISINTEGRATION.
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Functionalist Perspectives
 What was the “revolution” that characterized the late 1700s in Europe and the 1800s for both Europe and the U. S.?
 (We are talking about MACRO social change.)
  
 * Anomie = A social condition in which norms are weak, absent, or conflicting.
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Functionalist Perspectives…
 o Durkheim’s view predicts that ANY major change or upheaval in a group or a society results in an increase in deviance, e.g., crime.
 o As community involvement AND social integration decline, deviance increases.
 o The economic depression of the 1930s would be another example of a MACRO social change.
 o Yet, not all of the outcomes of deviance are negative!!! o On a MACRO level, deviance can result in positive consequences
 for society. That is, deviance can actually be “functional” for society. As such, Durkheim claimed that deviance is inevitable -- even beneficial -- for societies.
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4 (MACRO) functions
 1) . Deviance clarifies norms. “Society reaffirms its commitment to the rules and clarifies their meaning” (p. 180).
 {Examples....}2). Deviance unites a society {or on a micro level,
 deviance unites a group}. {Examples....} 3). Deviance promotes positive social change.
 {Examples....} 4). Deviance provides jobs. (not included in text){Examples....}
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Functionalist Perspectives
 B) Strain Theory (Robert K. Merton) is a modification of the previous view.  
 Asserts that people feel strain when they are exposed to cultural goals that they are unable to obtain because they do not have access to culturally approved means of achieving those goals.
 {REVIEW: Table 6.1 --- Merton’s Strain Theory: Modes & Methods of Adaptation}.

Page 14
						

Functionalist Perspectives
 C) Opportunity Theory {Richard Cloward & Lloyd Ohlin (1960)} builds from R. Merton’s Strain Theory.  
 Asserts that people must have access to illegitimate opportunity structures, i.e., social circumstances that allow people to acquire through illegitimate means what they cannot through legitimate ones, AND a lack of access to legitimate ones.
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Functionalist Perspectives
 • Thus, attainment of goals occurs through OPPORTUNITY STRUCTURES -- depending on the ratio structure of these. This structure will determine whether we deviate or not.
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Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives
 II. Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives: In general, these views assert that deviance is learned in the same way that conformity is learned --> via social interaction with significant others. Because it focuses on the individual’s experience in his/her social surroundings, these approaches are MICRO in their scope...
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Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives
 A) Differential Association Theory (Edwin Sutherland): Asserts that individuals have a greater tendency to deviate from norms when they associate with people who also deviate.
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Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives
 B) Control Theory
 • Asserts that an individual is more likely to deviate when her/his social ties are broken or absent.
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Symbolic Interactionist Perspectives
 C) Labeling Theory.
 Asserts that deviance results from individuals being stigmatized by others. Note that this view may explain less violent kinds of deviance, but never explains how the initial label came to be, only why deviance continues....
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Conflict Perspectives
 III. Conflict PerspectivesA) “Power Relations” (See p. 186): 3 points to this view:1). Asserts that people in powerful statuses
 maintain their power by establishing laws that protect their interests. Lifestyles that are not in their interests are defined as deviant, and maybe even illegal.  
 Thus, from this “Marxist critical” view, laws do NOT reflect any “absolute” right or wrong -- laws are used to control those without power.
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Conflict Perspectives
 2). When people in positions of power are caught in deviance, their punishment is LESS severe.
  
 3). When powerful people are the victims of crime, more extensive efforts are made to apprehend the perpetrator(s).
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Conflict Perspectives
 B) Liberal feminist approach: Asserts that women’s deviance is a rational response to gender discrimination and inequality that women experience in families and the workplace.
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Postmodern Perspective
 IV. Postmodernist Perspective (one general approach has been developed by Michel Foucault): Asserts that information technology increases external social control of some categories of people over others (due to the former’s social statuses and access to information) through the use of surveillance techniques. Also, new crimes b/c of technology….
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Theoretical Perspectives on Deviance
 • For an Overview, see Table 6.ATable 6.A on page 190.
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