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The simple definition of globalization is the interweaving of markets, technology, information systems, and telecommunications networks in a way that is shrinking the world from a size medium to a size small. It began decades ago, but accelerated dramatically over the past 10 years, as the price of computing power fell and the world became an ever-more densely interconnected place. People resist this shift — see, for example, the G8 protests of 2001 (one of the bloodiest uprisings in recent European history) or the recent rioting in Pittsburgh at this year’s G20 conference—because they think it primarily benefits big business elites to the detriment of everyone else. But globalization didn’t ruin the world—it just flattened it. And on balance that can benefit everyone, especially the poor. Globalization has pulled millions of people out of poverty in India and China, and multiplied the size of the global middle class. It has raised the global standard of living faster than that at any other time in the history of the world, and it is supporting astounding growth. All world economic activity was valued at $7 trillion in 1950. That’s equal to how much growth took place over just the past decade, even including the recent downturn. Whatever people’s fears of change, globalization is here to stay—and, if properly managed, it will be a good thing.
 Friedman is a columnist for The New York Times, and the author of Hot, Flat, and Crowded: Why We Need a Green Revolution—And How It Can Renew America.
 http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B002O1GECG/?tag=nwswk-20
 http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/B002O1GECG/?tag=nwswk-20
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While others argue that it began during the period of 1500 - 1750...
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 Why would they argue that?
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 Starbucks, Sevilla, Spain
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How does establishing Starbucks, Super Malls and Walmart affect the economies of Spain, Hawaii (US)
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 Hardware store and Walmart in Mexico
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What particular effects of globalization do these images illustrate?
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How does globalization affect politics?
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What do these images suggest about the influence of globalization on politics?
 Workers, Environmentalists Riot at World Trade Organization meeting
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What does this cartoon suggest
 about the influence of
 globalization on relations between the US and Latin
 America?
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Globalization -- Good or Bad? Consider this...
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Essential questions for World History IIHow have historical factors shaped the exchange of commodities, the movement of people and the spread of ideas?What patterns emerged or shaped the relations between nation-states? How do these help to explain
 the status of these countries or regions today? In other words, why are some countries rich and
 others so poor?Can the forces of trade and cultural diffusion be stopped? controlled? If so, how? How might we change / alter these to create more equity? Is
 that possible? Is it desirable?

Page 24
						

How do these relate to globalization?
 Civil War in Syria
 Narcotraffickingin Mexico
 Illegal Immigration
 to the US / Europe
 “Arab Spring”NAFTA / CAFTA
 EU / ASEAN / OPECDeforestation
 Access to clean water
 Higher Food Prices Workers’ Wages
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