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POSTERS/MAGAZINES RESEARCHBy Kev Ishimwe
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This is clearly a very high budget film so requires a very professional poster. It is character and mise en scene based using props (guns) and a location. I really like the three strips of colour that reveal characters against the black background. It makes them stand out and highlights their importance. Also the strips make me think of three strikes and three strikes is synonymous with “being out”, which could be a hint at something. The heavy uses of the colour blue suggests it’s a thriller and adds to the tense/serious atmosphere. The poster is different because it combines two parts that could be individually used for the entire poster. I also find the strips interesting because they only show just enough of the actors, so you can recognise them, its very direct. This leaves a lot well placed negative space. This is something we could use in our poster. Also all the characters have guns and it suggests that the middle character is reaching for one but you don’t know for sure. He could be pulling out something that key to the film and their hinting at that. I really like how you can see a heist at the bottom. This makes you question the characters (above) role in it. Also it’s a very stunning and enthralling image that captivates the viewer. I like the composition (one guy in the middle with two either side running and behind each more men). Because the image is in the style of vignette it allows focus to pull onto the title. I like how they have stuck to red and white, using red for the important pieces. Red is synonymous with blood also again hinting at the genre/themes and a bold colour so allows the words to stand out. The actors are Hollywood stars and academy award winners/nominees so they put this non the poster as USP’s.
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I love this poster for many reasons. One being it has a lot of white space (negative space). Against the black of Mr Bond suit it stands out a great deal and is very aesthetically pleasing. The sharp contrast between the colours breaks up the poster perfectly. The black is very rich and strong, which suggests the character traits and it adds mystery to him. However the whites and greys also work really well in the poster. The darkness around his eyes give him a powerful look. The poster simplicity is the aspect I like the best. It is character driven and barley even uses mise en scene (costume-suit, prop-gun). The way its able to strip a poster down to its bare necessities yet still be extremely emotive and interesting is something I would like to try incorporate into our own poster. The gun suggests the genre and the costume adds to this. The way he is looking at something so intently could reflect another character or narrative that is vital to the film. I also like how they have the 1st part of Skyfall in black and second in white so they stand out against their backgrounds. Also the gritty texture of the font suggests the film is the same. Overall I think the poster is very effective but it could be argued that its too simple.
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The poster is clearly character based. I like how all the main characters are standing looking very menacing at the camera. It intimidates the viewer and hints at one of the film plots (Bricktop intimidating/pressuring Turkish to get Micky to lose a fight). Also the white background allows the poster appear sleek and sophisticated. Blue is a colour that is used a lot with thrillers so the heavy use in the characters clothing could suggest the narrative is thrilling. Furthermore it lists the actors as they are Hollywood stars. Again simplicity is a something that this poster uses for effect, which I will include within my own. It means there is not a lot visually to distract the eyes and attention can be focused where it needs to be. Having Mickey at the forefront of the poster suggest he is important. This is a very simple thing to do but is effective and I will keep in mind when making my own because we have one main protagonist. The use of red highlights where to find information because its in a different colour to all the other writing. The title is very bold so it stands out. There is also no capital S which suggests that the film is about a snatch and not necessarily called Snatch.
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I really like this poster because of the superimposition. In our own trailer we have one main protagonist and antagonist, therefore we could use this superimposition. We could place the antagonist at the back watching the protagonist with a menacing face. The use of two main colours is also something that helps spilt the characters nicely. Again this is something we could use. We could use opposite colours to reflect their personality‘s. Also we are going to use sight and sound because it is independent film magazine and we are a indie film. They also use simple graphics metaphorically. One boy chasing another could be suggesting that one is running away from his past or himself (because the photo is of the same person, so the graphics could be the same). The way they show the boy growing up is a clever visual representation of the title. We could use this in our own trailer. Our film is called “Breach of faith”, therefore we could have something being breached or broken etc. Also the cover mentions the director Richard Linklater because he is renowned filmmaker and other interesting story‘s. This is something I will put on my cover because I feel it gives the cover more character. The big white font of the title makes it stand out and tells the viewer its important and being advertised.
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This is a crime film cover I really like. The blood spots on the cover are a cleaver touch and suggest the film has violent action scenes and is not suitable for children. The cover is character and mise en scene based. This is something I would like to use in mine. The gun (prop) implies that the man is a criminal. The attire hints at the depression era it is set in (1929-39). His harsh facial expression suggests something serious is going on and his body language suggests he is about to engage in or already is in a gunfight. It looks like he is shielding himself around a car or sneaking up to attack. This gives the impression the film is centered around violence/action. “Gangsters Special” is in a bigger font than the title, this could suggest that the cover being made a collectable issue is more important than the film. The director is also in a big font implying that that is a USP. The title uses a dollar sign instead of a S suggesting the film about money and there are other stories on the front to intrigue. The darkness aroun his eyes add mystery also.
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I decided to also look at a mainstream big budget magazine to increase the diversity of my work. This cover again is character based with a heavy emphasis on the film mise en scene. I really like the background. The way they use the iconic spinning barrel as the background really helps center everything on the title. The title its self is very big suggesting this is a very important and big film. They also stick to few colours, so the little red box saying they have exclusive images really stands out despite its size. Bond himself is mid stride and sporting his very iconic black suit. The lighting is very low suggesting it’s a dark film. The cover also mentions other stories therefore has a lot going on visually. However the placement of most the stories is around the barrel therefore it still draws your eye to the center (title).
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THE END
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